r| s 


sr * * * 

iff • t V I 

j'M -i. S ^ 

1 13.- *» Ps 53 

• * r* " 

< ^ H 



:i > ■* 


*pg« 

s .,*? 


nasr; 

WH 




No 3,837 


DEPENDENT 


THURSDAY 4 FEBRUARY 1999 



IN THIS SECTION 

Howard’s way 
with England 


*■ * * (IR50p) 43p 



A father’s 
nightmare 

ROBERT FISK, REVIEW FRONT 


It’s Hideous 
(and it’s not 
Kinky) 


FILM, PAGE 1 0 


SPORT, PAGE 28 


theThURSDAY Review 



urn** » 

: *83 S ? 2. i 

Pi! 

.iS ■ 

s v X - i ' . 



Greetings from 
Lewisham: wish 
we weren’t here 


Two of the ‘Virginia 12’, Elizabeth O’Driscoll (second from left) and her sister Priscilla OTfriscofl tfonrth from left), at their caravan site in T^ wighawi yi>cfA»^ay TWm ryrug 


AS THE “Virginia 12" relumed 
to Britain yesterday to face po- 
lice questions about a mass 
outbreak of “air rage", a leading 
aviation psychologist placed 
part of the blame for the rise in 
such incidents on bossy cabin 
crews and exaggerated claims 
by airlines. 

The Irish holidaymakers wbo 
were thrown off a Jamaica- 
bound flight at Norfolk airport, 
Virginia, after an alleged drunk- 
en brawl landed at Gatwick air- 
port at 9.35 yesterday morning. 

After being questioned by 
immigration officers and police 
the dishevelled bunch were dri- 
ven by coach to their caravan 
site at Lewisham, south-east 
London. The three O'Driscoll 
sisters, PrisdUa, Elizabeth and 
Katrina, were reunited with 

their riiiirimn Outride th e gat**? 

of their yard they pleaded their 
innocence. TteVe been through 
an ordeal Fbur days of rough 
justice," said Priscilla. are 
the victims here," said Katrina. 
There's no sign on a plane to 
say you can't drink” 

The impromptu press con- 
ference was broken up when 
their mother charged at pho- 
tographers with an iron ban 


BY Clare Garner 
and Jason bexnetto 

Meanwhile. Robert Bor Pro- 
fessor of Psychology at City 
University in London will argue 
in a new report that many air- 
rage incidents occur because of 
what he terms “role confusion" 
by the flight attendants and 
cbedt -in staff who consider cos- 
seting passengers a low priori- 
ty. “Cabin-crew interactions 
with passengers appear to be 
the angle greatest trigger of cfis- 
ruptivc behaviour and it is pos- 
sible that crew mismanagement 
of tense situations may make the 
incident worse." he argues. 

Professor Bor's papec “Un- 
ruly' passenger behaviour and 
in-flight violence: a psychologi- 
cal perspective", will be pub- 
lished in the Travel Medicine 
International journal this 
month. He says: There should 
be less emphasis in airline ad- 
verts involdng images of glam- 
out; comfort and pampering. 
This disappoints and frustrates 
passengers whose expectations 
are not met" 

Leading article. 

Review; page 3 
John Walsh, Review, page 4 


All teachers must take maths test 
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ALL NEW teachers will have to 
pass a national test in numer- 
acy from next year 'From 2001, 
they win also be required to 
pass tests in literacy and in- 
formation technology. 

David Blunkett, the Secre- 
tary of State for Education and 
Employment, yesterday asked 
his exam advisers to draw up 
the numeracy tests, which will 
indude mental arithmetic. 

Students already need to 
have GCSE maths and English 
to at least grade C before they 
are accepted for training. But 
ministers believe that too many 
new teachers are leaving train- 
ing courses with an inadequate 
grasp of figures, spelling and 
grammar and unable to use a 
computer effectively. 


By Judith Judd 
E ducation Editor 

Their proposals are part of 
a scheme to tighten teacher 
training outlined in the Green 
Paper an the profession’s future 
published before Christmas. 

Primary and secondary 
school trainee teachers will 
have to pass the tests, which 
will be set and marked nation- 
ally before they can start teach- 
ing The tests might be taken 
before, during or after training. 
Tests in numeracy will be pi- 
loted this summer. 

John Howson, an education 
consultant and visiting fellow at 
Oxford Brookes University, 
said: There are concerns 
about the standard of people 


coming into teachentraining 
courses and whether GCSE 
standards are adequate. Older 
entrants may have taken GCSE 
some years eaifien" 

But he questioned the effect 
the new tests would have an re- 
cruitment at a time when ap- 
plicants for courses are falling 
sharply. “I would hope that the 
Department for Education has 
researched the effect of this on 
recruitment” 

The Qualifications and Cur- 
riculum Authority (QGA), which 
is to help devise the tests, sur- 
veyed teachers two years ago 
to discover how confident they 
were about teaching grammar 
and spelling. Teachers com- 
plained that they were bong 
asked to t a k e “gr ammar tests” 


Tory advisers try to 
sabotage court case 


ADVISERS TO two former Tbiy 
prime ministers are orcfaes- 

♦ tes ti ng a campaign aimed at 
blocking thousands of com- 
pensation claims brought 
against a British company by 
sick African asbestos workers. 

Charles Lewington and WHf 
Weeks are advising Cape pic; 
which is fighting the claims, to 
whip up public anger over for- 
eigners claiming legal aid to 
fight for their rights. The com- 
pany has already settled the 
claims of hundreds of British 
workers, but is fighting those of 
South Africans-maiiy of whom 
were only 12 and worked under 
taskmasters with whips. 

Thousands of workers were 
affected by asbestosis. scarring 

of the lungs by fibres, or meso- 
thelioma, a fatal lung cancer 
The Independent has learnt 
that Cape, which employs 5,000 
people worldwide, has engaged 
\ Mr Weeks, the former head of 
M sir Edward Heath’s private of- 
' See, and Charles Lewington, a 


BY STEVE BOGGAN 

head of rf>mmimf i ^ |t ^ rig during 
John Major’s premiership, to 
undermine the cl aim s. 

Mr Weeks is chairman of the 
lobbyists GJW Government Re- 
lations, while Mr Lewington 
runs the public relations advis- 
ers Media Strategy They plan to 
put pressure on Lord Irvine of 
Lairg, the Lord Chancefloc to 
stymie South African apphea- 


a right-wing newspaper to en- 
courage public outrage over 
the cost to the taxpayer of 1,900 


past week. In fact, if the 
c laimants win their case, toe 
costs are likely to be paid not by 
the taxpayer but by Cape. 

Mr Lewington is understood 
to have advised the company: 
The wider political imphea- 


[Daily] MaiL The political 
ironies are so delicious for a 
paper like the Mail fa Labour 
lord chancellor having to 
choose between Mack workers 
and multinationals) that the 
detail of the claims are likely to 
be of secondaiy interest" 

According to Leigh, Day & 
Co, the solicitors representing 
the workers, the Daily MaSL has 
contacted one of its partners 
several times this week. 

If successful, the litigation 
against Cape, relating to a for- 
mer subsidiary, the Cape As- | 
bestos Company lid, could cost I 
between £40m and £i0Qm in 
damages. The company pulled 
out of South Africa in 1979 but 
last year the House of Lords 


to even a handful of non-British 
claimants will be immediately 
apparent to a paper like toe 


workers to sue Cape in the UKL 
Gape had asbestos mining 
and milling interests in south- 
ern Africa and records show it 
operated lower safety stan- 
dards than those in Britain. 

Target of spin, page 2 
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and theNatumal Association for 
the Teaching of English advised 
them not to take part 
The survey asked teachers 
whether they felt certain that 
tbqy could distinguish sample, 
compound and co-ordinated 
sentences and explain the ori- 


gin of words such as “chortle” 
and “dosh". Most teachers con- 
fessed that they could not 

A spokesman for toe Cur- 
riculum Authority said: “Deci- 
sions about the content of the 
tests will need to be related to 
tbe national curriculum for 

teay^i ertyainfogamdftiP national 

curriculum to ensure that teach- 
ers are in ctxnmand of the areas 
and topics which they teach." 

Professor David Reynolds, of 
Newcastle University who led 
the Government’s numeracy 
taskforce on how maths should 
be taught in primaries, said it was 
important for teachers to be in 
command of the basic skills they 
taught, particularism view of the 
taskforce’s proposed changes to 
math$ teaching. 


“I think that in the long 
term, toe solution to problems 
in these areas will tie in en- 
suring there is a baccalaureate 
System so that teachers don't 
give up in these areas between 
toe ages of 16 and 18, as they 
often do in this country.” 

London University's Insti- 
tute of Education introduced 
tests for its trainee teachers in 
English, maths, science and in- 
formation technology lastyeac 
Barbara McGflchrist, the in- 
stitute’s dean of initial teacher 
framing, accepted that the new 
national tests “raised the 
stakes" for new teachers. 

“I am very supportive of the 
idea Our tests mean that new 
teachers have to be up to A-levd 
standard in English and maths 


Budget will give tax 
breaks to small firms 


GORDON BROWN will unveil a 
“Budget for Enterprise” next 
month, including new tax 
breaks for small firms and for 
workers who retain shares in 
their own company. 

The Chancellor's pre-Budget 
thinking is revealed in a report, 
leaked to The Independent, by 
the Labour Party's economic 


chairs. But Mr Brown’s com- 
mitment to the “enterprise 
culture” championed by 
Baroness Thatcher will worry 
some Labour MPs. 

^festerday left-wingers attac- 
ked Stephen Byers, the Secre- 
tary of State for Trade and 
Industry, for saying that wealth 
creation was more important 
than wealth redistribution. Out- 
lining toe Government's plans, 
Mr Byers said: “We will extend 
employee share ownership 
through targeted tax reform to 
reward long-term commitment 
by employees. We will make it 
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Ulster Inquiry 
Amnesty International is 
to investigate Ulster’s 
punishment beatings 

Home PA 

Row over Pluto 

The njn th planet may be 
just an “object” after all 

Home PS 


Ward ease trial opens 

After li years, toe trial 
of the alleged killers of 
Julie Ward begins today 

Foreign P12 

Executive shot dead 

Daewoo’s South Africa 
chief is shot and killed 
Foreign P14 


Pressure over ERM 

Brussels increased 

pressure on Britain to 
rejoin toe ERM 

Business PIS 

England recall Cole 

Glenn Hod die’s last ad 
was to recall Andy Cole 

Sport P28 


David Aaronovitch 

So the disabled were 
duly offended by Hoddle. 
Well, someone had to be 

Comment P3 

Yasmin AHbhaI~Brown 
France puts female 
dreumdsiem on trial 
Comment P4 


Teenage drama 

Contraception for 
teenagers seems a 
I very alarming idea 

Features P8 


By Andrew Grice 
and Diane Coyle 

stakeholders in their company:" 

At present, one million work- 
ers are given shares and a 
s imilar number granted share 
options. But only 1 per cent of 
the workforce has a stake in 
their company, and Mr Brown 
wants to double the number of 
firms r unning shar e schemes. 
The Chancellor believes wider 
share ownership will boost the 
“enterprise culture", and 
Britain’s productivity. 

He is worried that many 
workers sell their shares, and 
in bis 9 March Budget he is 
expected to announce higher 
tax relief for employees who 
hold them for a long period - 
perhaps more than three years. 

Mr Brown is considering 
whether to raise toe amount of 
share options that can be 
granted to senior managers 
tax-free as incentives to 
improve company perfor- 


Take a break 
You could be taking a 
six-month sabbatical 
from work 
Fast (rack P12 


mance. The current £30,000 
limit is thought to be much too 
low by entrepreneurs, espe- 
cially in hi-tech industries. 

The Labour report suggests 
that a temporary increase in tax 
allowances for investment by 
companies, originally intended 
to last for only the current tax 
year, will be made permanent 

During Prime Minister's 
Questions, John McAflion, MP 
for Dundee East, demanded an 
assurance, in the wake of Mr 
Byers’ comments, that Tony 
Blair would “tackle through 
socialist policies of redistribu- 
tion the massive inequalities in 
health, access to decent hous- 
ing and in wealth which con- 
tinue to disfigure and to scar 
our country”. 

The Prime Minister replied: 
“This Labour Government 
believes there is no inconsis- 
tency between policies that 
promote business and enter- 
prise and the pursuit of a more 
just society" 


Morocco’s first star Lords and a Lady 
Taghmaoui of Xa Haine’ A female judge heading 
returns to the desert for the House of Lords? 

Film P1 1 Law PI 4 
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even if they are going to teach 
in primary schools." 

She said toe institute’s tests 
had shown that some students 
were 100 percent competent in 
toe core subjects while others 
needed remedial tuition. 

One academic, who did not 
wish to be named, questioned 
whether the tests were neces- 
sary for people teaching music, 
art and English in secondary 
schools. “There will always be 
people teaching English liter- 
ature at A-Ievel for whom a 
numeracy test is irrelevant-” 


Mr Blunkett said yesterday 
in his letter to the Iteacher 
Training Agency the quango in 
charge of training and recruit- 
ment: “I am determined to 
take action as soon as possible 
to further strengthen standards 
and extend flexibility follow- 
ing the introduction of a basic 
curriculum and the strength- 
ening of in-service training,” 
He said that one of the 
agency's first tasks would be to 
develop numeracy tests with 
toe QCA. 

Education section 
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twice as much 
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Even though BT are being pressured to reduce 
their prices to call mobile phones, they stiU charge 
you up to twice as much as First Telecom. 
m We can also save you up to 50% off your 

i| national and International calls to over 230 

THINK «St countries. We won't have to touch your existing 
■ phone, line or number. Just add First Telecom's 

. service to your existing BT phone. So Join our 

M 300,000 customers today, you'd be mad not to. 

■W.M 0800 458 0004 


COHPMJSOJB BETWEEN FIRST TELECOM EASY PHONE AND BT STANDARD RATES. 
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Everyone claps and waves furiously. God, whether he 

exists or not, is a master at audience participation 


MARK STEEL HAS AN EVANGELICAL EXPERIENCE 
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Anger at Blair 
U-turn over 
modified food 


THE PRIME Minister stepped 
into the controversy over ge- 
netically modified crops yes- 
terday when he rejected calls 
for a moratorium on their com- 
mercial development 

Itany Blair declared that the 
Government’s policy on GM 
products would be to proceed on 
(he basis aftfae best scientific ev^ 
idence rather than “prqucfice". 
Howeveq both the Tbry party 
and green campaigners said 
Mr Blair was out of step with 
public opinion on the issue and 
risked turning it into Labour's 
equivalent of the BSE crisis. 

William Hague, the Tory 
leader; also attacked the Gov- 
ernment for a plan to persuade 
supermarkets to provide in- 
formation from their customer 
loyalty cards on purchases of 
GM foods. 

Greenpeace led the criti- 
asm, backing up concerns ex- 
pressed by English Nature that 
GM crops could harm the en- 
vironment “It is ironic that 
New Labour on GM crops is 
starting to look like the Tories 
on BSE,” said Douglas Pan; 
campaign centre director for 

Greenpeace. “The Government 
is failing to acknowledge the 
real uncertainties about ge- 


By Paul Waugh 

AND MICHAEL MCCARTHY 

netic modification. Just like the 
Conservatives foiled to ac- 
knowledge the uncer tainties 
around the potential problems 
of mad-cow disease. Releases 
of genetically modified crops to 
the environment are irre- 
versible, and any damage they 
might do is irreversible too.” 

TPpyJunipeq policy director 
of Friends of the Earth, added: 
"Ihe Government has promised 
it will invoke the precautionary 
principle when it comes to ge- 
neticaDy modified crops. There 
is already enough scientific ev- 
idence to justify a halt on ftirthe* 
development" 

Mr Blair was caught off- 
guard on the issue when it was 
raised at Prime Minister’s 
Question Time. Mr Hague said 
there was “huge public con- 
cern” about the possible health 
and environmental impact of 
GM products. 

People were fearful about re- 
ports that supermarket loyalty 
cards would be used to moni- 
tor their purchases and com- 
pare them with cancer cases. 

Mr Hague asked: “Why 
hasn’t the Government ac- 


cepted the advice of English 
Nature, which is by law the Gov- 
ernments advisers cm these 
matters, by delaying for at least 
three years the commercial 
release of these crops until 
more research is done?” 

Mr Blair said a moratorium 
would increase rather than de- 
crease public concern ova: the 
crops. "Wfe are doing research 
cm this and of course these is a 
government emunittee looking 
at it too.” 

■ Nick Brown, the Minister of 
Agriculture, wfil announce 
today that the ban an beef on the 
bone is to stay for another six 
months to avoid aQ risk of CJD, 
the human form of BSE, being 
contracted from eating the 
meat Mr Brown was keen to lift 
the ban -imposed by his pre- 

ffecpKKnr; .Tarfc (T nrmingham, rn 

December 1997 - and he raised 
hopes before Christmas that it 
could be removed quickly. 

Today’s decision will be 
greeted with dismay by the 
beef industry but Mr Brown’s 
hand bas been forced by a 
warning from the ChiefMedical 
Officer that a small rtelc remains 

of maternal transmission of 
BSE from cow to calf. 

Parliament, page 8 


Move for farmers’ fair deal 


u . >>.;•. - 

SUPERMARKET reacted war- 
ily yesterday to a government 
announcement that a new food 
industry group would consider 
a code of conduct for retefiers to 
guarantee formers a fair return 
when dealing with big stores. 

NickBrown, the Minister of 
Agriculture, said at the Na- 
tional Renners’ Union (NFU) 
annual conference at toe Hilton 
Hotel m London that a situation 
where formers and growers 
were selling their produce at 


• •• • • -5; J .m, 

BY LINUS GREGORIAJPIS 

prices that did not cover their 
costs was “not sustainable". 

Mr Brown said the forum, 
made of food experts, su- 
permarkets, formers and dis- 
tributors, was a means of 
tackling tensions and problems 
affecting “the food chain”. The 
group will include a senior 
member of Ihe Mnrisfay of Agri- 
culture, the NFU, the Food and 
Drink Federation, the Britain 


;.j7i -;■/ j ,ls •.»: j.':j 

Retail Consortium and the In- 
stitute of Groceiy Distribution. 

But Asda's chief executive, 
Allan Leighton, warned: “We 
don’t need a code of conduct 
The code that exists within 
businesses is one of common 
sense, and if that was changed 
it would sound foSnre for us afi.” 

A spokesman for the Tesco 
chain welcomed the new group, 
but added: “We would have to 
be veiy careful with any attempt 
tarig the price inafree market” 



Elsie de Kok, 76, worked in the asbestos mines of the Northern Cape. There is no cure for her mesothdroma-rWden longs Garth Stead 


Spin gums tiy to thwart black 
asbestos victims’ legal claims 


“THE ADMINISTRATION used 
young boys within the collect- 
ing bags to trample down and 
compact the asbestos fluff. 
There was a burly fellow pa- 
trolling the bags to lash at the 
backs of any boys who slowed 
their pace.” 

Tte is wit an account of slav- 
ery in the I 8 &centuiy, but the 
recoflediaos of GenitSchepers, 
a South African government 
healfom^iectai; who witnessed 
the labours of asbestos workers 
in British-owned mines as re- 
cently as 1965. 

His testimony is to be used 
by lawyers as part of claims by 
2,000 South African asbestos 
workers and their families 
against Cape pic, the British 
company that owned the mine 
that employed them. Because 


by Steve boggan 

of a test case in the House of 
Lords last yeax; the way was 
opened for them to sue, and al- 
most L900 did so this week. 

But they have come up 
against the forces of spin. C^e, 
whkh owned file Cape Asbestos 
-Company Ltd until 1979, has 
employed Charles Lewington, 
John Major's former media 
guru, and WDfWfeeks, who ran 
Sir Edward Heath’s private of- 
fice, to defied: attention from the 
company’s responsibilities. 

The men and their compa- 
nies, Media Strategy Ltd and 
G JW Government Relations, 
have tried to plant stories in 
the right-wing press, pointing 
at the potential cost of granti- 
ng legal aid to so many for- 


eigners and describing their 
lawyers, Leigh, Day & Co, as 
-ambulance-chasers’’. 

But they will not be able to 
erase Dr Schepers’s memories 
of mining at Fenge, in the 
northern TfcansvaaL He saw 
men, women and children 
fighting for breath and dying 
from lung eancerS caused by 
asbestos fibres. 

“On ... whether black 
workers and white workers 
received equal health protec- 
tion ... it is almost ludicrous to 
suggest such a thing," he 
wrote to Leigh, Day & Co. 
"Ihe white workers spent 95 
per cest of their day time in of- 
fices or dust-controlled en- 
claves in the miLL 

“The black men, women 
and children were exposed to 


all the dust that could be gen- 
erated in drilling, blasting, 
mucking, cobbing and crush- 
ing asbestos ore.” 

White workers had proper 
health care. “At the mine and 
mill, the, white workers lived in 
proper houses ...' Ttie blacks 
.. were crowded in. shanty -town 
‘ r hovels, {laid low and subsisted" 
mainly on sour milk and maize 
porridge. .. There was no doc- 
tor for the blacks." 

It is ag^nst this background 
that Gape is mounting a pub- 
licity blitz aimed at pressing 
the Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Irvine of Lair& to block legal- 
aid app&ations from the South 
Africans. “The intention is to 
portray the issue as a 'for- 
eigners get legal aid* stray” 
rather than promoting the 


■poor victims of heartless 
multi-national' story" Mr Lew- 
ington is understood to have 
advised Cape. ^firierafiy jour- 
nalist at the Mail should 

be alerted ... nhe journalist) 
. would be provided with an 
(ourt estimate ofcost to the tax- 
payers vrere all ... plaintiffs to 
' be folly funded" 

In 1997, the latest records 
available. Cape reprated profits 
of £l2L3mona tunwverof £243m 
from manufa ct u rin g and sig>- 
pfying building materials. 

Richard Meersn. the Leigh. 
Day partner representing the 
workers, said: “Their action 
should be paid from British 
taxes because ... they were ex- 
ploited by British cranpanies... 
leaving them with nothing ex- 
cept terrible illness." 
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Green Flag 


Motoring Assistance 



http:// www. greenflag.co.uk 
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■ YouU have fixed, low monthly 
payments. 
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BRITAIN TODAY 



FORECAST 

stennlaa: The southern Wf of Enriand and Wales will again be mBd, 
but there win be a tat of cloud and a risk afartzzle. Northern Ireland, north 
Wales and northern England will also be mBd. but rather windy with occasional 
drizzle this morning. It wDl then turn colder but brighter this afternoon. Scotland 
will be windy with gales In the north. Early rain will dear to leave a mbt or sunny 
spells and showers, the showers turning Increasingly wintry as It becomes a lot 
colder. 

Cent S * SB England. London, Channel Ik Dry mild and bright then dowdier 
with spots oF drizzle by evening. A rresh westerly wind. Max temp 11-14C (52- 

E England, SW England: Early sunny spells but Increasingly cloudy with the risk 
or drizzle this afternoon. A fresh westerly wind. Max temp 11-1 3 C (52-55F). 

Midlands, Cant 

but breezy with a lot or doud and occasional drizzle! Becomit 


Mild 


MW A NE England. Lake Disc, Isle oT Man, 

but breezy with a lot or doud and occasional drizzle. Becoming brighter but 
colder from the north this afternoon. A fresh to strong westerly wind. Max temp 
8-1 1C (46-52FJ. 

N Ireland: Windy with early drizzle clearing to leave It colder with sunny spells 
and scattered showers. A strong westerly wind. Max temp 7-1 OC (ftS-SOF)- 
SW * SE Scot la nd, Ed faba rgh A Glasgow: Wet and windy this morning, then 
becomUyj^y^hcer but colder with showers. A strong westerly wind. Max temp 

NW A HE Scotland. Ab erdeen . WAN MtK Very windy and Increasingly cold 
with early rain clearing to sunny spells and heavy showers, the showers turning 
“snow- especially over the hills. A strong to gale force westerly wind. Max carlo 
3-6C (37-A3FJ. 


OUTLOOK 

Friday will be quite cold and bre£2y with scattered showers, the showers win be 
or sleet and snow In the north. Saturday will rum even colder as a band or rain 
and snow spreads across Scotland and Into England and Males. 


TRAVEL 


London: A1Z Graan Man Ftomd^xxit. 
Lqytansiona. Makr roadworks on new Mil 
link road. Unfl 31 s* December. 
Cambriduedilie AID botwian Foeunand 
Mil. Ranatacing and bridge maintenance 
writ a Shspreffi MX Until 141h February 
Bristol: MS JIB-10. Major Roahwdo on 
ftmnmnJh BridM. Urtl 23rd June 3001- 
La n caaf dre: Mtf Between JZ7Standteh and 
J28 Leyfcnd. Hoedworte; catredow and a 
60mph mood fcrtt aHw aide of Chimock 
Rfchard Sarvloas. IWI 15ft February 
Qmmr Bi md satsfi a 57. Nanow lanes 
Manrfwster-botsrd. due to MebofinK eon- 


stmcSon woric Unfl 28th 

South VbrtMl ik e: Ml Between J34 Tinsley 
Vtadud (A01Q9) & J34 Tinsley Vledud 
(AB1 781. S«Wd. Carriapeway reduced to2 
tanessaulhbouxL UnB2fS Nomtier20oa 
rarwomrtershlre: A<o Lansdawn Rd, 
Cheitanham. Closed duo to rdadwwka 
Inbound. Dwa reta ne In pteca unmet Jtm. 
Suflok: A14 Fofixstcmn, Dodo*. Roadworks. 
■■*12011 Rsbraury. 

AA nsadwwot CaD<B36 401777 tor dw 
latest local and nadoral traffic news. Source; 
The Automobile Association. CaBs charged 
ar 50p per mbi (he vat]. 


LIGHTING UP 


Bburingtauu 

Bristol 

Glasgow 



HIGH TIDES 
AM HT 
933 133 
736 A.A 
a03 5.3 
1.M 6.7 
136 33 
7.3A 5.1 

2.57 3.3 
1.5k 33 
Holy head 1237 5.4 1 

HnO (Albert Dk) 839 8.4 

Lyon B.42 6.4 

4,55 5.4 
1-20 93 
833 63 
736 63 
9.16 2.0 
134 4.6 
1034 43 
637 5.5 

131 3.4 

Hdgftt measured In metres 


Scarborough 


132 43 
0.42 43 
633 5.7 


S England 


C England 
' E^tand 


N irwbnd 


AIR QUALITY 

'today's readings 


nth SOa 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 


SUN ft MOON 


Sun rises: 07.35 
Sou secs: 16.55 

2135 
09.23 

Last Quarter: Febuary 
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WEATHERLINE 

For the West forecasts An 0891 5009 
taBomed by ihe two dlg|B tor your area. 
Sane Ike Met. Office. Calls charged at 
SOp per nrin PneWT) 



li YESTERDAY |. 

1 EXTREMES 


} Wannest: Kaitass I4C (57F1 



1 Coldest (day): EAdatamux- 8C (46FJ 

Wettest: Leraddc 033 Ins 
S«flteie Heme Bay t.8 hrs 
1 For 24hrs to 2pm Wednesday 




Sun 

R>In 

MSB 


hrs 

in 

•c 

«F 

Aberdeen 

03 

0 

14 

57 

AngtaM? 

0 

0 

10 

50 

Axtamore 

0 

031 

11 

52 

Boltet 

0 

0.01 

11 

52 

Birmingham 

0 

0 

11 

52 

Bc.imononch 

03 

0 

10 

50 

Bristol 

0 

0 

10 

50 

Buxton 

0 

0.01 

9 

4a 

CanflIT 

0 

0.01 

11 

52 

Cbctoa 

0.6 

0 

10 

50 

Cromer 

1.0 

0 

11. 

52 

Edinburgh 

0 

0.01 

11 

52 

Exirumth 

0 

0 

11 

52 

Fishguard 

0.1 

0.01 

10 

50 

Fottamne 

- 

m 

- 

- 

rtaStwJ* 

0 

0 

0.04 

0 

12 

9 

54 

46 

How 

0 

0 

IT 

52 

Mo-oNnra 

0.1 

0 

11 

52 

Isie-nr-MrfctU: 

- 

0 

10 

50 

Jenny 

0.6 

0.01 

11 

52 

Kaodal 

0 

0 

9 

48 

Lendl 

0 

0 

11 

52 

Larnrfck 

0 

033 

10 

50 

Untehamptna 



re 


London 

0 

0 

11 

52 

Lowestoft 

0.9 

0 

11 

52 

Mancbestw 

0 

0 

11 

52 

MmgaM 

0.5 

0 

10 

50 

Storecunbe 

0 

0 

9 

48 

NeoKastl* 

0.1 

0 

12 

54 

Newqnny 

a 

0 

11 

52 

Norwich 

13 

0.01 

11 

52 

Oxford 

0 

0 

11 

52 

Ross-on-Wye 

0.1 

0 

11 

52 

SWcontbe 

- 

re 

- 

. 


- 

- 

- 

re 

Bbi— bw»l 

0 

0 

10 

50 

Sombend 

0 

0 

9 

48 

SoocbpoR 

- 

re 

re 

. 

Storaamj 

a 

036 

12 

54 

3wan*S« 

0 

0 

10 

50 

■feaferf 

0 

0.01 

11 

52 

-Knqmsy 

0 

0 

11 

52 


- 

- 

- 

- 

latoymoncfi 

0 

0 

70 

50 

24 boors to 6pm (On) Bwsday. 
Information by PA tMeatberCentre 


Rain 

OR SHINE... 

HEAVY RAIN near a town on 
Labe Garda, Italy, caused a 
landslide that killed one man 
and buried a number of cars in 
mud yesterday 

Local emergency services 
assisted by rescuers from 
V&rese and Venice reached 
the landslide near the town of 
Riva del Garda at the most 
northerly point of the pic- 
turesque lake and managed to 
recover the bo^y of one victim, 
a spokesman said. 
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THE OPERATORS of an Internet 
website that posts Wild West- 
sfyie “wanted" posters of abor- 
tion doctors and putsablack line 
through the names of those 
kil l ed by anti-abortion activists 
have been ordered to pay a 
record $107m (£65 Jm) in puni- 
tive damages after a United 
States federal court ruled that 
theyposedadeadtylhreattotiie 
safety of medical professionals; 

The ruling; which raisesim-,, 
portant questions about'^ffie' 
limits of free speech on the In- 
ternet came at the end of a 
stormy three-week trial in Port- 
land, Oregon, in which the anti- 
abortionists were accused of 
fomenting “domestic terror- 
ism". Several doctors featured 
on the website testified that 
they and their families were in 
constant fear for their lives. 

The website, called the 
Nuremberg Files because it 
believes abortion doctors 
should be tried for crimes 
against humanity, is full of in- 
temperate language about 
“slaughter- that would have 
caused tiie Nazis to blanch” and 
graphic pictures of aborted foe- 
tuses “bagged tike groceries 
destined for Satan’s table”. 

Not onty does it list more 
than 200 abortion doctors, 


BV ANDREW GUMBEL 
in Los Angeles 

whom it refers to as “baby 
butchers”, it also invites sup- 
porters to send information 
about their addresses, tele- 
phone numbers, family status 
including names and ages of 
children, carficenc&pfati> nrmv . 
ber^andso on. It offers rewards - 
of tip to ^S.OOO for infornaatiok 

:„y ^Sev^do^jsJhave been 
killed by anti-abortion activists 
m recent years There have been 
39 bombings of abortion ionics, 
99 add attacks and 16 attempt- 
ed murders, accrading to the Na- 
tional Abortion federation. 

In the trial, one doctor from 
St Louis testified how gunshots 
were fired into his children's 
playroom after his name ap- 
peared on the website. Another; 
James NewhaJl of Portland, de- 
scribed how he had taught his 
six-year-old sou to hide in the 
bath if he ever heard gunfire in 
the house. The prosecution 
team described how doctors 
had to vary their route to work 
ftaoh day and change cars and 
phone numbers regularly. 

“The jury saw anti-choice 
‘wanted’ posters for what they 
are - a hit list for terrorists,” 
Gloria Peldt the president of 


celebrities Whoopi Goldberg and Mary lyier Moore, listed on the website as abortion supporters; and Catherine Ramey, adefendant AP 


Online 

Outrage 

In the first case filed 
under a new cyber- 
sulking law in California. 
Gary Deliapenta was 
arrested last month for 
allegedly impersonating a 
woman on the Interne: 
and saying she fantasised 
about being raped Six 
men arrived at her 
apartment. 

Abu Hamza al-Masri, the 
Muslim cleric who leads 
the London-based 
Supporters of Shariah, 
used the group's website 
to advertise an ‘Islamic 
Camp’ at a mosque in 
Finsbury Park ever 
Christmas. The site urged 
young Muslims tc nse up 
and ‘defend" themselves 

In March 1995. 
anarchists were found to 
have been using the 
Internet to plan 
disruption in schools and 
attacks on multinational 
firms. Police discovered 
anarchist cells circulating 
hundreds of computer 
files of seditious 
information. The files 
were obtained from 
terrorist groups, 
including The Sons or 
Glcndower in Wales. 

Direct Action in France, 
and the Anti Imperialist 
Cell, a German anarcho- 
terrorist group. 


A personnel assistant at 
Glasgow Caledonian 
University was suspended 
by his employers last 
year for using the 
Internet to incite hatred 
among Football 
hooligans in the build-up 
to the World Cup. lain 
Smith's website featured 
pictures of football 
violence and exchanges 
from hooligans all over 
Europe. 


Planned Parenthood Federa- 
tion of America, said after the 
verdict was announced on Tues- 
day. “Whether these threats 
are posted on trees or (m the In- 
ternet, their intent is the same: 
to t hr eaten the lives of doctors 
who courageously save women 
seeking to exercise their right 
to choose abortion.” 

. The.siiit w^prbinpted fcythe 
■death of Barnett Slepian, a dob- 

-J*. ■ 

New "York, who was shot by a 
sniper in the kitchen of his 
home last October Like other 
victims of anti-abortionists, his 
name was crossed out on the 
Nuremberg Files website. 

Fkr from condemning the 
Slepian killing, the website is- 
sued this provocative state- 
ment: “Those who slaugh ter 
God’s children without afford- 
ing them due process of law 
need to understand they are 
going to be held accountable.” 

Planned Parenthood mount- 
ed the suit with a group of doc- 
tors and took aim at a broad 
swath of adversaries - not only 
12 people they before were re- 
sponsible for the Internet mes- 
sages but also two organisations 
championing them, the Ameri- 
can Coalition oflife Activists and 
Advocates for life Ministries. 


The plan was not so much to 
dose the^ website down as to crip- 
ple the finanrpg of radical anti- 
abortion organisations through 
punitive damages-Itworked tri- 
umphantly in one sense, sin pc 
T uesday’s judgment was the 
biggest financial blow yet dealt 
to anti-abortion organisations. 

But forcing the groups to 
.hand over the" money is likety 
to be highly complicated and 
oSyfcjecfc , to'^lengthy appeals^ 
process. The defendants vowed 
that they would never hand 
over a single penny. 

“I could not in good con- 
science give money to an in- 
dustry that thrives on killing 
children," Catherine Ramey, a 
defendant, said outside the 
courthouse. Other defendants 
said their finances were judg- 
ment-proof”, although they 
gave no details of what that 
meant “We will continue to do 
what we’ve been doing," said 
Charles Wysong, head of the 
American Rights Coalition, 
whose personal assets are 
largely tied up in the upbring- 
ing of his 15 children. 

The controversy over the 
case hinges on the interpretation 
of the First Amendment which 
guarantees the right to free 
speech. According to previous 


Supreme Court r uling s, pub- 
lished material constitutes a 
threat only ifit is Hfcfity to cause 
an “imminent lawless action". 

But in the Portland case. 
Judge Robert Jones directed 
the jury to use a lesser standard, 
saying the contents of the web- 
site should be deemed a threat 
if they could be interpreted that 
way tty “a reasonable person” 
taring the context of the re- 
mains into consideration. 

“Any document that criticis- 


es an abortionist could now be 
construed as threatening,” the 
main defence lawyer; Christo- 
pher Ferrara of the American 
Catholic Lawyers Association, 
complained. “And that has to 
alarm anyone who's concerned 
about the First Amendment" 
During the trial Mr Bterrara 
adm i tted the website contained 
strong, erven' ‘offensive, opin-- 
ions, but^said they did not 
■amount to an incitement to vi- 
olence. Even witnesses for the 


defence acknowledged, how- 
ever that abortion providers 
might be intimidated by the 
campaign against them. “If I 
was an abortionist I would be 
afraid," said a defendant An- 
drew Burnett publisher of Life 
Advocate magazine. 

There are signs that the at- 
mosphere of intimidation is fast 
■ erixfiiig the willingness of doctors 
to perform abortions. Roe vs 
Wade, the Supreme Court judg- 
ment that first legalised abortion 


in 1974. recognises the right of 
women to opt for the procedure 
but does not make it mandatory 
for hospitals or state institu- 
tions to provide it With every at- 
tack. the number of facilities 
goes down, and pro-choice 
groups are concerned about 
large areas of the country -par- 
ticularly in the Bible Belt south 
- where women have little or no 
access to abortion services. 

Leading article. 
Review page 3 
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THE IDEA of regulating the 
Net is recurrent but, as MPs 
beard this week, it militates 
against the very nature of the 
network Regulation would also 
■crash into the First Amend- 
ment to the US Constitution, 
still the principal driving force 
■ behind the Internet’s growth. 

It guarantees freedom of 
speech, except for obscenity, 
which means that not liking 
somebody’s views is insuffi- 
cient reason to prevent their 
showing them off. But yester- 
day’s judgment on the anti- 
abortion website reinforces the 
point that, while speech may 
be free on the Net the conse- 
quences can be expe n sive. 


by Charles Arthur 
T echnology Editor 

In the UK, the first Net libel 
case was in 1994, when Phillip 
HaUam-Bakex; a researcher at 
Cern (Conseil Europden pour 
la Recherche NucKaire), cm the 
Franco^wiss border; was sued 
by Laurence Godfrey a physi- 
cist based in London. At issue 
were seven articles posted on 
the Net He settled out of court 

Few would try to bring such 
a case now. It is mcreasingty 
easy to cover one’s tracks in 
cyberspace. And, as soon as a 
message is posted or a web 
page created, it will be copied 
and every word indexed by 


search engines around the Net 
Wiping away data once it has 
been released to the network 
becomes an endless task. 

The problem worsens if you 
try to ban such publication, as 
Nottingham County Council 
(fid over a report criticising its 
handling of cMd-abuse cases. 
When it barred three British 
journalists from publishing the 
report, they put it on the Net; 
when the council sought an 
injunction, activists overseas 
copied the page and displayed 
it The Net had won. 

. Ifywi have something to say 
or a picture to show off; finding 
space on the Web costs almost 
nothing. Now “free” Internet 


service providers dSPs) in the 
UK have offered five free 
megabytes of space. “People 
are personalty responsible for 
what they publish. Defama- 
tion and other laws do apply," 
said Tim Pearson, chairman of 
the UK ISP Association. 

But attempts to impose 
censorship externaDy will faiL 
“The Internet sees censorship 
as damage, and routes around 
it” said John Gilmore, a 
founder member of the Elec- 
tronic Frontier Foundation. 

Details from the anti- 
abortion website are almost 
certainty still out there some- 
where, and anyone determined 
enough to find them wilL 


Our new Intel 8 based Workstation delivers Serious Power 
and our new Personal Workstation is seriously nice. 

Meet the new Intel Pentium* II Xeon™ processor 450MHz, Intel’s first microprocessor designed for todav's 
powerful workstations that require superior performance, manageability, and mission-critical reliability. 

VX3 Personal Workstation - £999+vat 
Specifications: 

■ Intel 0 Celeron" Processor 400MHz 

■ Intel SE440ZX AGPset 

■ 64Mbyte Memory, 1 28K Cache 

■ 4.3Gbyte Ultra ATA Hard Disk Drive 

■ Intel 740 3D 2x AGP Graphics with 8Mbyte 
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■ Microsoft Windows 98 
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Commons clash over Hoddle 


THE ROW over the sacking of 
Glenn Hoddle as England foot- 
ball coach resurfaced in the 
House of Commons yesterday 
when Tony Blair was accused 
t ot “poking his nose in”. 

During Prime Minister’s 
Question Time, WflKam Hague, 
the Opposition le ade r, asked Mr 
Blair who the next England 
coach should be. Mr Blair 
retorted that he could scarcely 
believe that the Tbiy leader was 
raising tiie point “I am content 

to leave thatl think, to the FA,” 

said Mr Blair. 

Mr Hague wait on to ques- 
tion why Mr Blair had become 
involved in the controversy. 


bv John Davison 


when on Monday he criticised 
Hoddle’s reported comments 
about reincarnation and the 
disabled. “Wfe all thought Glenn 
Hoddle’s comments were 
outrageous and we an join in 
saying so,” said Mr Hague. 
“But given what you just said, 
will you accept for future 
reference, and on reflection, 
that there is a Emit to the num- 
ber of things politicians should 
poke their noses into?” 

Amid uproar; he went on; 
“Lecturing football associa- 
tions on who they should sack 
is beyond that Emit!” 


Mr Blair replied: “I realty 
cannot believe that you are 
raising this. Ybu’ve already, by 
making the comment yourself, 
commented on the issue. I sug- 
gest you look at what I said” 
Mr Blair said of Hoddle on 
Monday: “If he said what he is 
reported to have said, in the 
w^y he is reported to have said 
it, then I think that was very 
wrong.” But he also said' “Let 
us hear his explanation first” 
The Prime Minister's official 
spokesman said later that Mr 
Blair would have regrets if any- 
thing be had said had con- 
tributed to the FAIs decision, but 
that he stood by his opinions. 


Meanwhile Howard Wilkin- 
son, England's caretaker man- 
ages made his first appearance 
since his appointment, saying 
he was “very shocked” to find 
himself in the job. “My head’s 
spinning. The last 24 hours 
have been very hectic and over 
the next seven days I can't see 
the pace dropping,” he said 

Like the Prime Minister, 
however he was careful to 
steer away from any subject 
which he thought was not 
strictly relevant to his imme- 
diate task - which, in Wilkin- 
son’s case, is beating France 
next Wednesday. 

Ferguson in line, page 28 
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Rift in 
IRA as 


Amnesty 


to send 


mission 
to Ulster 


AMNESTY Internationa] an- 
nounced yesterday that it 
would send a mission to North- 
ern Ireland to investigate and 
monitor h uman rights issues, 
including the continuing “pun- 
ishment" attacks. 

Downing Street gave a cau- 
tious welcome to the initiative 
after talks between the Ulster 
Unionist leader David Trimble, 
and Tony Blair at the Com- 
mons. Labour MPs and the 
Tory spokesman on Northern 
Ireland, Andrew Mackay also 
lent their support 

Amnesty gave a different 
version of events, however; to 
the one provided by Mr Trim- 
ble. It stressed that its cover- 
age would not be confined to the 
question of pa ramilitar y beat- 
ings but would cover a wide 
range of issues that could cause 
government concern. 

Earlier this week Mr Trim- 
ble announced that he had in- 
vited Amnesty International 
and another human rights 
group to Northern Ireland to 
report on the question of para- 
military beatings and shoot- 


BY DAVID MCKITTRXCK. 
Colin Brown, and 

ALAN MURDOCH 


m gs Yfesterday, after the an- 
nouncement that a mission 
was planned, he said-he was 
pleased the organisation had 
responded positively. 

Amnesty International said, 
however that it had written to 
Mr Trimble last July informing 
him of its intention to send a 
mission to cover a wide range 
of human rights concerns and 
asking to meet him. Hehad not 
replied to the lettec it said. 

Mr Trimble’s public invita- 
tion was itself unusual in that 
Uni onis t politicians have often 
criticised human rights organ- 
isations, generally on the basis 
that they are ovwvcritical of the 
security forces and of emer- 
gency legislation. 

Amnesty International has 
concerned itself with many is- 
sues and individual cases in 
Northern Ireland, its ammal re- 
ports often men tioning “pun- 
ishment" attacks. 

Meanwhile two more attacks 



guns go 
missing 


BY DAVID MCKITTRICK 
Ireland Correspondent 


The Irish Prime Minister; Bertie Ahern, with Mo Mowlam, the Northern Ireland Secretary; in DsWm yesterday to discuss the peace process PA 


took place in Northern Ireland, 
including a particularly serious 
incident in which a man in his 
40s was struck with a sledge- 
hammer and then shot in the 
stomach in an attack in the 
town of Lisnaskea. Co Fer- 
managh, which is regarded as 
one of Northern Ireland's qui- 
etest areas. A hospital 
spokesman described his con- 


dition as HI but stable. Police 
said he was lucky to be alive. In 
another incident, a 40-year-old 
man was shot in the foot in a 
Protestant area erf east Belfast 
Bertie Ahem, the Irish Prime 
Minister; met Mo Mowlam, Sec- 
retary of State for Northern 
Ireland, in Puirfin yester day for 
talks to move the formation of 
the Ulster Assembly closer 


before the 10 March dead&ie. 

Ms Mowlam said: ‘‘With a bit 
of determination, imagination, 
flexibilityandjustgnfaweTIgBt 
there. There is no complacen- 
cy, we are all working flat out," 

Mr Trimble is refisang to sit 
in the same executive as Sinn 
Pem Leaders ut»hi the ERA be- 
gins decommissioning. Mr Blah* 
is believed to have urged Mr 


Trimble to make progress, and 
toki MPs in the Commons that 
the Government would expect 
Sinn Ftem to honour its pert of 
the Good Friday Agreement on 
the decommissioning of arms. 
■ A new political row erupted 
yesterday over claims that al- 
leged intimidation of witnesses 
may have led to IRA suspects 
bdkg allowed to plead guilty to 


manslaughter instead of mur- 
der. Senior Irish politicians ex- 
pressed deep concern after 
four men on trial in Dublin 
since last month for killing 
Jerry McCabe, a police officer, 
in 1996 changed their picas 
from not guilty of murder to 
guilty of manslaughter in an ap- 
parent plea bargain. The men 
will be sentenced today. 


A sign of the severe internal 
tensions within the IRA 
emerged last nigrt when the re- 
publican movement pubHcty 
admitted that some of its guns 
had been seized by t&uidents. 

The Repufttu.*au totes, 
which is ckxwty associated with 
Sinn FVin, said a xmaH amount 
of IRA weaponry had been “se- 
cretly mttappropriatwT by pea 
pie who defected from its ranks 
more than a year ago. 

Most erf those who left the or- 
ganisation went on to form the 
"Real IRA." the splinter group 
responsible for the Omagh 
bomb atrocity that foiled 29 
people last August 

The unauthorised taking of 
weaponry is regarded by the 
IRA as a serious offence which 
has been followed, on occa- 
sions, by the kiffing of those hdd 
responsible. 

One ofthose who Left the IRA 
just over a year ago was n for 
mer quartermaster-general 
who was responsible for hiding 
weaponry Republican sources 
have always said that though he 
defected to the Real IRA he did 
not take any guns with him. 

The disclosure may help ex- 
plain recent reports of abduc- 
tions and fights within IRA 
tanks. An IRA statement said 
investigations would continue 
“until all the missing weapon- 
ry has been recovered". 
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EMPLOYERS HAVE begun dis- 
imssing'fawkward” staff before 
the introduction of new laws on 
workers’ rights, according to 
leading law firms. 

Companies are being 
advised to “deal with problem 
CTtmitinn a T ' ohptwi of imminent 
legislation that increases com- 
pensation for unfair dismissal 
from £12,000 to £50,000, a figure 
rising to £84,700 when an em- 
ployer refrees to reinstate the 
sacked worker 

The Employment Relations 
Bill, published last week, also 
means employees will enjoy 
full legal protection from unfair 
dismissal after one year’s 
employment rather than two. 

Under the proposed law, 
which could be on the statute 
book in April, workers in all 
British companies will have to 
involve employee representa- 
tives in disdpfiiiaiy procedures 
when it is requested. 

Martin Warren, employment 
law partner at the solicitors 
Eversheds, said two large 
corporate clients had already 


By Barrie Clement 
Labour Editor 


taken die decision to dismiss 
troublesome employees ahead 
of the introduction of the new 
law Mr Warren said managers 
in the companies were trying 
to shed staff because of poor 
performance, but they had not 
kept proper records to prove 
the incompetence of the 
employees concerned He said 
another client had also asked 
for advice on the issue. He told 
Personnel Today magazine 
that firms in the Cityof London 
were among those seeking to 
sack employees in advance of 
the new law. 

Mr Warren said that, while 
he would advise firms "purely 
from a legal point of view and 
not from a moral one", they 
should be aware that getting rid 
of employees in a peremptory 
manner might have a "down 
side". He pointed out that the 
Bill also contained provisions 
for the recognition of unions, 
which migh t be hastened by 


attempts to dismiss staff before 
the law comes into force. 

Roger Lyons, general 
secretaiy of the Manufacturing 
Science Finance union, warned 
against employers in indus- 
tries unprotected by unions 
taking “evasive Ation”. He said 
they would antagonise the em- 
ployees left in the organisation. 
“This is hardly a recipe for 
harmonious relations in the 
workplace." he said 

Paul Goulding, head of the 
Employment Lawyers' Associ- 
ation, also added a note of 
caution. He said that companies 
failing to adhere to proper 
procedures when dismissing 
staff could find themselves 
involved in costly litigation. 

David Bradley, of the 
lawyers Dibb Lupton, thought 
“cynical" employers might 
already have missed the boat 
With the law expected to be 
in force by April, notice 
periods - especially among 
middle and senior managers - 
might be too long to beat 
the deadline. 
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TONY HADLEY, the former lead 
singer of the 1930s pop group 
Spandau Ballet; told the High 
Court in London yesterday of 
h»s “desperate" financial situ- 
ation as Ms attempts to build a 
solo career crumbled. 

The singer earned £120,000 
a year when the band had sin- 
gles in the charts. 


BY Sarah Westcott 


But Mr Hadley’s failure to hit 
the Wg time as a successful solo 
artist forced him to sell his 
home to pay off a £50,000 over- 
draft in 1993. the court heard. 
“Maths has never been my 
fwte- 1 would just go ,‘ Vfew, iots 
of figures!’ and sign forms." he 


said. “I was in a desperate fi- 
nancial situation* 

Mr Hadley and fcitow former 
band members Steve Norman 
and John Kcebleare suing the 
songwriter Gary Kemp for bun- 
dle of thousands of pounds of 
allegedly unpaid publishing 
royalties. 

The case continues. 
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Espionage: The ‘double outing’ of Britain’s chief spy in Prague threatens Anglo-Czech co-operation 

Tinker, 
tailor, 
soldier, 


t- 


By Adam Lebor 
Central Europe Correspomfent 

AN ABORTIVE bomb plot to de- 
stroy the Prague-based Radio 
Free Iraq; the public outing - 
in every sense - of MB's head 
of station in Prague; the sudden 
sacking of the head of the 
Czech intelligence service and 
the defection of Saddam Hus- 
sein's chief spymaster in East- 
ern Europe. 

This is not the plotline of the 
latest thriller tay John Le Carrd, 
but the mysterious ingredients 
of the international spy scandal 
now playing to an audience of 
furious spooks from Baghdad to 
London, via Prague and other 
stilMo-be-disdosed locations. 

The web of inhigue threatens 
to wreck co-operation between 
the Czech Secret Service (BIS) 
and its Western counterparts 

and highlights thp difficulties nf 

integrating the espionage net- 
works of p^t-Communist East- 
ern Europe into the Nato 
intelligence apparatus. 

The Czech Republic. Hun- 
gary and Poland are scheduled 
to join Nato this spring. The se- 
cret services of these former 



Karel Vulterin (left) was sacked as head of Czech coimteivmteffigence last week. Right: Prague, where intelligence service gossip has alarmed Nato BrianHarris 


Co mmunis t states have his- 
toric ties dating from die sovi- 
et era to parts of the developing 
world, such as the Middle East 
So they are seen as boosting 
Nate’s intelligence capabilities. 

But Czech television this 
weeknamedChristopherHur- 
ran, a British diplomat in his 40s 
based in Prague, as head of 
station for Mffi, the secret intel- 
ligence service. His name, ad- 
dress, pictures of his house and 
the fact he was gay and was liv- 
ing with another man were pub- 


lished in the Czech mecfia. Now 

the Czech President, Vaclav 
Havel, sqys he is not certain how 

Nato wHl reveal dassified infor- 
mation to the Czechs ‘when 
they see how in the Czech Re- 
public absolutely everything 


Mr Hurrahs naming , which 
has infuriated Whitehall, fol- 
lowed the sacking last week of 
Karel Vulterin as head of Czech 
counter-intelligence services. 
British officials are livid be- 
rause forei gn miriBganefl agen- 


ries may now use the inrideut 
to by to pinpoint previous in- 
cumbents as possible MI6 
agents. “We do a lot of detailed 
work with the intelligence ser- 
vices of these three countries, 
andthere are virtually no se- 
crets between us,” said one 
Western analyst “This episode 
in Prague and the fact that he 
[Hurran] has been named 

COUld be an wnharragsmant- " 

The Czech television sta- 
tion TV Nova reported that Mr 
Harranhad written to Jaroslav 


Basta, minister for the secret 
services, and to Mr Vulterin, 
complaining of the poor quali- 
ty of the work of the BIS. 

The dispute is believed to 
centre on a highly secret oper- 
ation involving Jabir Salim, the 
Eastern Europe head of Sadr 
«fam Hussein’s secret police. 

Ebrmeriy based in Prague, 
Mr SaBm vanished in Decem- 
ber. BIS officers angered MR by 
revealing his role as an alleged 
double agent, and he is now be- 
lieved to have defected, possi- 


bly to Britain. C^ech television 
reported that Mr Salim defect- 
ed after he was ordered to or- 
ganise a bomb attack on Radio 
Free Iraq, the Prague-based 
broadcasters who beam anti- 
Saddam propaganda into Iraq. 

Many in Prague believe that 
it was renegade elements in toe 

Ri g that lfratav) tfae nww nf th e 

MI6 station head to the Czech 
press, possibly as revenge for 
the sacking of Mr Vulterin. 

Botothesecretservicesand 
interior ministries of central 


Europe’s new democracies are 
often the last refuge of disaf- 
fected pro -Co mmuni st ele- 
ments who resent toe loss of 
their old power and privileges. 

After the collapse of Com- 
munism in 1989, the new 
democracies were faced with a 
dilemma about their intelli- 
gence agents. "The Czechs de- 
cided to destroy their old 
intelligence service and build 
a new one, but that left 
many people angry and disaf- 
fected,” said one analyst 


* A glimpse behind the curtain of diplomatic intrigue 


FEWAGE2«5 have been “outed" 
quite so luridly and compre- 
hensively. But Christopher Hur- 
ran, the MI6 station chief In 
Prague turned unwilling star of 
Czech television, is a fairly typ- 
ical example erf the intelligence 

flffif ft wti'lflng iirMifir ri^Jrrnafo 

cover at a British embassy. . . 

Evioy foreign correspondent 
learmtospottoem-toefirstar., 
second seaefaiyyourim 'intbat 


By Rupert Cornwell 

the embassy Christmas party, 
cha rming but utterly vague 
when pressed an their line of 
wort “Bit of politics, bit of eco- 
nomics, liaison, that sort of 
thing.” The Dramatic Service 
List gves no ctue,-and the Ebr- 
eigh Office will not say a word. 

What is digbt|y in 

this case, intelligence fl ipr t s 


said last night, is Mr Hurrarfs 

senior rank As counsellor; he is 

the third-ranked diplomat in 
the Prague mission. But he 
may not have been the only in- 
telligence officer there. 

In important posts such as 
Moscow (and posabJy Prague), 

, a twp^iffsysteniin^t operate- 
There could be a A risible”-MK • 

most oatainly- whose identity 


was known to the host govern- 
ment, and as such was perfect- 
ly placed to deal with “walkin” 
defections during tfae Cold Win: 
Then there would be the in- 
visibles who never broke coveq 
whose ktentilywas (theoretical- 
ly) unknown to the host govern- 
ment They could be first or. 
secdndtiecrefaries or eoten their 
^otaes^yasJto^Qij^iobTi,, 
wife of an~M26 man in Mbseow; 


who was contact person for the 

super-spy Oleg pgnkovsky exe- 
cuted by the Russians in 1962. 

Even the feet that Mr Hunan 
is gayis less unusual today In the 
mid-1980s, Sir Antoqy Duff, then 
bead tf MB, pressed fra* homo- 
sexuals to be pernjgtted to work 
fbrtoesmdc&lttagriJeinggay. 
isnodfequaMcaybhforapost- 
mg abroad wfth iiyBf^ tfae For- 
eign Office; Indeed, ftcan be aa 


advantage. For one tiring, sin- 
gle people cost less; far anoth- 
er spouses can cause problems. 

The Hurran "outing” is un- 
likely to have been caused by 
nostalgia for the old days when 
Czech and British spooks were 
on opposite skies, to contrast to 
Jhe mcomg^l 
over Mr Hurran 

mo^ninfe^i^noQlSGcsac^^ 
Ctecbsweremuchadnfred dur- 


ing the Ccdd Whr - "as good as, 
arbeiter than the Russians,” one 
MI6 veteran recalls. 

“Almost cratainty many of the 
old people are still there, you 
simply can’t dean out the 
Augean stables entirely ... 
When ideologies change, se- 
.'displayed ? cretservfces are Eke the wiring 
the BIS, toe in toe house that’s beings sold. 

Ifaeefiwfaqy&ffinis the 5«ftnhF<f; 
and the fights stifl weak”. 


ITV pins 
sitcom 
hope on 
US guru 

By Paul McCann 
Mafia Editor 


THE PRODUCER <rf Roseanne 
and The Cos by Show flew to 
Britain yesterday to oversee the 
launch of a first for British tele- 
vision - the adaptation of an 
American sitcom by American 
producers for ITV 

The broadcaster which has 
not made a successful sitcom 
since the Seventies, has 
brought in Tom Carsey to re- 
make his US comedy That 70s 
Show with a British cast and 
setting. The programme goes 
on air on 12 February and ITV 
hopes the SZJSm it is paying will 
aid its comedy jinx. 

to the past sitcom traffic has 
been all the other way with pro- 
grammes such as Man About 
theHause and Td Death us do 
Part becoming Three’s Com- 
pany and AHm the FtxmHy in 
America. Only tfae Golden Girls 
was turned into a UK-produced 
show; Brighton Belles, and it 
was so bad it was taken off air 
halfway through its run. 

Now nVslaroentrible record 
at producing sitcoms has forced 
it to import Hollywood “come- 
dy fitetory" techniques. 

White most UKatcoms have 
runs of just six episodes in a se- 
ries. Days Like These has been 
commissioned for an initial run 
of 13 weeks With a further nine 
to come if it is a hit Americans 
producers believe having more 
episodes of a cometyaltews au- 
diences to get to know charac- 
ters quki«-. In the UK sitcoms 
are traifitianafiym their second 
series before they become a hit. 

“We’re supplying the exper- 
tise of having produced hun- 
dreds of comedy shows,” said 
Mr Carsey yesterday. 

The other aspect of the fac- 
tory system is the writing. That 
70s Show was written by a 
team of 12 writers who test 
jokes on rehearsal audiences 
before they reach a script 

The UK series will be rewrit- 
ten by two British writers, Sam 
Bain and Jesse Armstrong, 
and will be set In Luton, Bed- 
fordshire, rather than Wiscon- 
sin. The premise of the show 
revolves around toe liyeSftfitwo 
fculriHeslh^next-db(g^eacfa 
*therairi£&& bdehUMapared 
with Happy Days. 


Astronomers go to war over 
the renaming of Pluto 


^cOi 
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By Charles Arthur 
Technology Editor 

HOW MANY astronomers does 
it take to change a planet? So 
many, apparently, that the 
International Astronomical 
Union - the science's govern- 
ing body - was forced to step 
into a row yesterday over the 
status of Pluto. 

A proposal by the as- 
tronomer Brian Mars den that 
toe planet be renamed “Trans- 
Neptunian Object No 10,000” 
has caused such a stellar row 
between astronomers world- 
wide that toe IAU was forced to 
issue a statement, to quell 
“widespread public concern”. 

Not since astronomers 
struggled with the preferred 
pronunciation of Uranus has 
toe discipline been so divided. 

Dr Marsden, the head of the 
Minor Planet Center in Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts, has 
already i de ntified 9,999 “trans- 
Neptunian objects”. Now he 
believes that Pluto should be- 
come No 10,000 and he may 
have science on his side. 

Pluto is quite unlike the 



Dr Brian Marsden, who believes that the planet Pluto 
should be reclassified as a ‘Trans-Neptuman Object* 


other eight planets. Discov- 
ered in 1930. almost a century 
after Neptune, it is a minuscule, 
rocky body unlike toe other 
outer planets, which are gas 
giants. 

Ithas a highly elliptical orbit, 
which means that until later 
this year it lies inside Nep- 
tune's orbit-makingita trans- 
Neptunian object (TNO). 

Furthermore, it orbits at an 
angle of 17 degrees compared 
with all toe other planets. 

But toe idea is not proving 


popular “These is ... denigra- 
tion of the idea that such thing s 
as Pluto could be put in the 
same category as asteroids,” Dr 
Marsden said. 

“Somebody said to me, *Why 
classify Pluto with toe cosmic 
riff-raff?’ It’s unfortunate but 
some people are being ext- 
remely dogmatic.” 

Earlier this week the Amer- 
ican Astronomical Society one 
of the most powerful in the 
world, made toe bald state- 
ment that “this action would 


undoubtedly be viewed by the 
broader scientific community 
and the general public as a 
‘reclassification’ of Pluto from 
a major planet to a minor 
planet We feel that there is lit- 
tle scientific or historical justi- 
fication for such an action.” 
Donald Yeomans of toe AAS 
said from his office at Nasa’s 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory. 
“We’re hoping for a statement 
from the IAU soon, and we 
have recommended that toe 
status quo be main tamed. We 
have had correspondence from 
hundreds of astronomers and 
there’s very tittle support for 
doing anything to Pluto” 

An alternative to Dr Mare- 
den’s radical idea, bring con- 
sidered by the IAU, would be to 
define Pluto as both a major 
and a minor planet 

Esther way the IAlFs Exec- 
utive Committee (Division HD 
will soon vote on toe matter - 
though Dr Michael AHeam, its 
chair; insists that any decision 
“will not alter either toe true 
nature of Pluto or the histori- 
cal record of its having been 




A FEW DAYS IN VENICE 


T his is one nf those travel opportunities that 
only come up once every 50 often. Since wc 
are obliged to operate a larger aircraft to 
Venice than originally planned we are able to 
arrange a short visit to this wonderful city at a 
fraction of the normal tariff. The programme is 
presented as either a 3-night arrangement from 
Monday to Thursday or a 4-night weekend 
arrangement from Thursday to Monday. 

As any frequent visitor to Venice Will testify, 
hotels m Venice are usually small in terms of the 
number of rooms they provide and as such this 
programme is offered with the choice of three 
hotels. 

Flights are with Monarch Airlines modem A3 It) 
aircraft departing London Catwick. 

The Hotel Selection is as follows: 

Hotel Spagna - located in the sophisticated 
Spagna Avenue, the hotel is family run and 
decorated in the 'romantic style’ with its 
colourful interior colours and materials. There 
are just 19 rooms all with en suite facilities, 
telephone and satellite television. 

Hotel Continental - located in the Lista di 
Spagna district faring the Grand Canal. There 
are 93 rooms with en suite facilities, telephone, 
satellite television, and safe. The public facilities 


3 or 4 nights from £195 



include a restaurant overlooking the Grand 
Canal well known locally far serving classical 
Venetian and Italian dishes. There is a lounge, 
an American bar and a terrace onto the Grand 
Canal Supplement £3 per night. 

Hotel Montecarlo - has an intimate and 
exclusive feel to it being comfortably 
furnished in Venetian style. The hotel is 
located a stone throw away from St Marks 
Square along one of Venice's typical narrow 


lanes. The 48 rooms are all en suite with 
television and telephone. Supplement £7 
per night. 

DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

1999 -per penmnaMniwn 

1999 February 8, 18*. 22. 25* -£195 
March 1. 4* 8. 1 1*. 15. 18* 22. 25*. 29 -£195 

Single - 3 nights £65 - 4 nights £55. 
•Weekend departures £55 
Comprehensive excursion package £65. 
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Don’t miss your 
last chance. 

Choose a PEP with outstanding performance. 


After 5 April 1999 you won’t be able to invest money into a PEP. 
So which one should you choose? When you take out a 
Scottish Widows UK Tracker PEP, you’ll be investing in the 
fund which outperformed over 92%* of all 1,436 unit trusts 
since launch in November 1996. 

The fund - the Scottish Widows UK Index Trust - tracks the 
Financial Times Stock-Exchange 100 Index; which currently 
indudes companies like BP, Marks & Spencer and BT. 

And our Trust charges are low - in fret, you won’t find 
a lower-eost unit trust*. 

Our UK Tracker PEP is an easy, low-cost way to invest 
in the UK stockmarket. 

Remember, you don’t have long. So why not find 
out more today? 

Far further details, return dbe coupon or call . 

0345 6789 10 

Quote reference no. 475DM1 

S COTTISH W1 DOWS 
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Ashdown 
says PR 
will split 
parties 


the independent 
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HOW TO DANCE THROUGH THE PENSIONS MAZE 


LABOUR AND the Tories will 
split into two parties but 
the Liberal Democrats will not 
merge with Labour Paddy Ash- 
down predicted last night 

He said the introduction of 
proportional representation 
(FEU for House of Commons 
elections would happen, even 
though his failure to persuade 
Tony Blair to call an early ref- 
erendum an the issue is believed 
to have been one factor in his de- 
cision to stand down as liberal 
Democrat leader this summer 

In a lecture in London, Mr 
Ashdown angered Labour MPS 
hostile to dose links with his 
party by saying Labour was 
“irrevocably split” over its 
direction. Predicting that left- 
wingers would form a break- 
away after PR was brought in, 
he said: "New Labour would be 
liberated and the left would 
have a voice again. No more in- 
ternal appeasement, no more 
loveless marriages” 

The only thing holding 
Labour together was electoral 
expediency, said Mr Ashdown. 
Under PR the left could win 10 
per cent of the votes in some 
parts of the country and a new 
socialist party could win a small 
number of Commons seats. 

He said the Tories were al- 
ready “two parties at war with 
one another” because of their 
“deep and unbridgeable” split 
over Europe. 

“The adoption of PR for 
Westminster would make it 
likelier than not that the breath 
in the Conservative Party 
would become formal and final. 


By Andrew Grice 
Political Editor 

and tha t Hu* that ic nmn 

hirfng fought fwgrdff the Con- 
servative Party would be fought 
where it reaDy should be -in the 

opai, between two separate 
parties, with the electorate as 
judge,” he said. 

Although some Blairites ad- 
vocate an eventual merger be- 
tween Labour and the liberal 
Democrats, Mr Ashdown in- 
sisted: “This is not my vision 
and never has been. In fact my 
aim is the opposite... to help 
create a political environment 
where people can work to- 
gether without having to be in 
the same party” 

He said politicians should 
not offer the voters a choice be- 
tween “tins kit” and “that lot!” but 
between a number of different 
approaches such as Thatch- 

pr ism L niari»»T!cni 1 fflairigm, <av 
rialfam and Hh »ra! dprrw r pcy 

Despite growing criticism 
from Labour MPs erf Mr Blair’s 
policy of forging closer links 
with Mr Ashdown and his party, 
jack C unningham, the Cabi- 
net’s enforcer; met Alan Beith, 
the Liberal Democrat deputy 
leader; yesterday to discuss 
the working of the joint cabinet 
committee 

■ Mr Ashdown accused Mr 
Blairyesterday of raiding gloom 
from the National Health Ser- 
vice modernisation fund for the 
nurses* pay rise announced this 
week, saying this contradicted 
the fund's guidelines when it 
was set up last yean 
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lisa unveiled as pension of future 


PLANS FOR a flexible pensions 
investment vehicle, aimed at 
encouraging greater savings 
for old age, were unveiled yes- 
terday by die Government 
The proposal, which Trea- 
sury officials said could be com- 
bined with Labour's earlier 
proposals for stakeholder pen- 
sions, will offer a “transparent” 
tax-free wrapper within which 
pooled investments can be heki 
The new vehicle, which offi- 


BY NIC ClCUTTI 
Personal Finance Editor 

dais emphatically denied will 
be called a “lifelong individual 
savings account”, or lisa, will 
allow savers to hold “suitable” 
fimdsairrentlysoldbyimitand 
investment trust groups. It 
would be aimed at individuals 
who do not have occupational 
pension schemes or cannot af- 
ford the high fees often charged 
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ly personal pecskKis providers. 

“It is for the very large 
chunk of people for whom it 
would be usefol to have a pen- 
sion to move around with, who 
have modest earnings around 
or even below average in- 
comes, who can put small 
ammmtjt or lump sums away 
for their retirement,” one offi- 
cial said. 

Despite its stated aims, 
some pensions experts won- 
dered whether the new vehicle 
offered anything not available 
by other means. 

Peter Tompkins, from the In- 
stitute of Actuaries pensions 
board, said: “I do not think 
there is a lot of beef there. It is 
really about an investment 
structure and we are rather 
mystified that many of the 
things they said would apply 
here already do with existing 
schemes.” 


While the vehicle was aimed 
at extending the fleribility avail- 
able under the Government’s 
stakeholder proposals, pub- 
Bshedm December; it could also 
be used for occupational pen- 
sion schemes and even per- 
sonal pensions, it was claimed 
yestertay. 

A ceiling on charges for 
the new vehicle wiO be im- 
posed and the Treasury has 
made it dear that it would like 
fees to be a modest annual per- 
centage with no or low initial 
and exit fees. 

Alistair Darting. Secretary of 
State for Social Security, said 
the new mechanism would 
ensure the success of stake- 
holder pensions, which are de- 
signed to help middle-income 
earners save for retirement 
and avoid being dependent on 
welfare benefits. 

“Stakeholder pensions are a 


crucial part of our plans. They 
wffl provide the secure, flexible 
and value for money pensions 
that those on middle incomes 
lack under the current sys- 
tem,*' Mr Darting said. 

Schemes will be regulated by 
the Financial Services Author- 
ity. the City watchdog. The way 
they look after pension-plan 
holders will be overseen by the 
Occupational Pensions Regu- 
latory Authority- 

Investors will be able to 
move from scheme to scheme, 
check the value of their funds 
on a daily basis and even trans- 
fer them from employer to 
employer. But officials yester- 
day were unable to say whether 
an employee with funds in one 
“pootecT investment vehicle 
would be able to ask his em- 
ployer to contribute to that, 
rather than that company's ex- 
isting one. 


The Treasury .idded that it 
was seeking suggestions for 
a more appropriate name 
than Lisa, ns tin* vehicle has 
been dubbed so far. reflecting 
that they are designed for 
retirement. 

Duncan MuckechnU’, chief 
executive at Direct Line, the 
telephone-based liiwneml xer- 
vices group, said lie backed the 
key thrust ol yesterday's pm 
posals: “In broad terms it is to 
be welcomed estvriaflyitsem 
phasis on adding value to most 
people's pensions." 

However. Angela Knight 
chief executive at the Associa- 
tion of PrivateClient Investment 
Managers and Stockbrokers, 
said last night: "We are con- 
cerned that the Government 
has said nothing about direct 
equity investment in these 
proposals.” 

Outlook, page IS 


Teenage girl drowns during 
Prince’s Trust sailing trip 


A TEENAGE girl died and 
two others were injured yes- 
t terday when their dinghy 
capsized during a f ilin g trip 
organised by The Prince's 
Thist Volunteers. 

The giri, who has not been 
named, was among a party of 
15 trainees and five instructors 
on an outing in the Milford 
Haven estuary in west Wales. 

An RAF helicopter; the 
Anglesey lifeboat and other 
craft were sent to the scene near 
Carr Rocks at Pembroke, after 
the Irish ferry MV Normandy 


BY Gaby Finn 

AND TONY HEATH 

spotted thefr red distress flare 
at about 3.30pm. Two people 
were seen in the water; with a 
third reported trapped under 
the upturned hulL 
MBford Haven coastguard 
said the accident happened in 
“reasonably calm” water; and 
weather conditions during the 
exercise were good. A Prince’s 
Trust Volunteers spokesman 
said all involved had been 
wearing life jackets. 


The girl was taken by heli- 
copter to Withybush Hospital, 
Haverfordwest, but Dyfed- 
POwys police last night con- 
firmed her death three hours 
after her rescue. Officers were 
contacting her family in 
England to inform them of 
the tragedy. 

A coastguard spokesman 
said: *A1I the others in the same 
group were accounted foe” 
The cither two people res- 
cued are still being treated in 
hospital, although their condi- 
tions are not said to be serious. 


Dyfed -Powys police, who 
have begun an investigation, 
said four or five people were in 
the capsized dinghy, which was 
one of four 14ft sailing craft 
being used by the group. 

The latest accident is a 
further blow to the reputation 
of The Prince’s Trust. It was 
fined £10.000 in November after 
admitting responsibility for 
the deaths of two volunteers 
who were killed when a 
concrete wall collapsed on 
them on the Orkney island of 
North Ronaldsay. 


‘Shakespeare’ 
film script in 
copycat dispute 
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by Rhys williams 


THE MAKERS of the Oscar- 
tipped film Shakespeare in 
Z-ooei^ecteddaimsyesterday 
that it may have borrowed ele- 
ments of its ptotfixan an obscure 
conic novel written hi 1941. 

Attention had been drawn to 
similarities between NoBedJbr 
Bacon, by Caryl Brahms and 
S J Simon, and the screenplay 
for the film about the Bard’s 
love life co-written by the play- 
wright Tbm Stoppard and an 
American, Marc Norman. 

NoBedJbr Bacon features a 
heroine called Viola who pre- 
tends to be a boy so riie can act 
on tite Elizabethan stage. She 
fells in love^ with a Shakespeare 
struggling with writer's block, 
who, inspired by their romance, 
writes one of his finest plays. 
Thai is broadly the film 's plot 

David Parfitt, co-producer; 
called the claims “nonsense”. 
He said Nonoan, who wrote the 
script Stoppard amended, 
“knew nothing of the book”. 



Stoppard: Drawing from 
well of Shafcespeanana’ 

Stoppard, who is in India, wrote 
to the Evening Standard, say- 
ing both script and book draw 
from the same well of Shake- 
spea ri ana. Some similarities 
are feet - Shakespeare was 
caught between rival theatre 
companies, and women were 
not allowed on stage and so had 
to go in disguise. 

Leading article. 
Review, page 3 


In Brief 

Teenager in canal ‘was murdered* 

THE DEATH of a 16-year-old schoolboy whose body was 
found in a canal is being treated as murder, police said. 
Divers found the body of George Mortimer on Tuesday at 
Exminster Marshes, less than a mile from his home in 
Exetez; Devon. Two men were being questioned last night 

Tagged prisoners recalled to Jan 

TWO PRISONERS released early under the electronic 

tagging scheme launched last week have been recalled tir 

prison, the Home Office confirmed yesterday. They are the 
first on the Home Detention Curfew scheme to be recalled. 
About 250 prisoners have been freed under the scheme. - 

Sarwar ‘paid lor false statement 1 

the LABOUR MP Mohammed Sarwar gave a rival £5,000 
cash for a false statement about voter registration 
irregularities, the High Court in Edinburgh was told 
yesterday. Badar Islam stood for the Glasgow Govan seat 
in 1997 against Mr Sarwar, who denies fraud diarges. 

Riot police called to wedding 

MORE THAN 20 police in riot gear armed with CS gas 
‘S 1 « d - to halt a fi S ht at a we*fing reception in 
HorfieW, HnstoL Three men were fined yesterday over 
tee violence last August including two of the 
bridegroom’s unde. 

Diana letters returned to lover 

SDCIY-FOUR love letters written by Diana, Princess of Wales 

toJames Hewitt were returned to tee former Life Guards 

office^ finding the threat of a High Court case n gniwcf 

Lawrence Graham, tiie law firm acting for her estate. 

Two share £44m lottery Jackpot 

shared “SW’s si im National 

The wmnmg “unabere were 3, 16, 18, 24, 

39 and 47. The bonus number was 17 . 
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abour backs down on ramblers’ rights 


GOVERNMENT has 
ir ed down a manifesto 
>ge to give walkers an 
'stricted Rigjit to Roam 
countryside. Under 
als to be unveiled next 
-.ministers will anno un ce 
tutory and voluntary mea- 
ses guaranteed to provoke a 

ions response from Labour 
rs and the ramblers' lobby 
[ore than 100 Labour back- 
**«rs are expected to vote 


By Paul waugb 
P olitical Correspondent 

next month for a private 
member's Bill that would give 
walkers and ramblers a com- 
prehensive freedom to roam 
across areas now restricted. 

However; The Independent 
has learnt that the Bill, to be 
published by Gordon Prentice, 
Labour MP for Pendle, win not 
receive government backing. 


Ministers will produce their 
own proposals shortly before 
the Bill receives its second 
reading on 26 March, but those 
plans will not give ramblers the 
access they have demanded. 
Government plans will create 
a statutory framework to allow 
access to open land through 
voluntary agreements between 
councils and landowners. 

The Bill will cover five areas 
- moorland, mountains, heath. 


down and caramon land - and 
the agreements will exempt 
landowners from liability for 
any accidents or injuries 
caused to walkers. 

The proposals would tidy up 
the 1949 National Parks Act. 
which allowed for voluntary 
agreements but has proved 
ineffective, giving greater 
access to only 50,000 acres. 

In a move that will further 
upset the rambling lobby,, 


it has also emerged that a 
Government Bill is not likely to 
be introduced until 2001. 

Ministers believe the hybrid 
approach win help to open up 
about 4 million acres of open 
land on a permanent basis. 

When in opposition, Labour 
pledged to overturn centuries- 
old landowners' rights by giving 
walkers a legal mandate to 
wander freely in open country. 
The changes to the Bill will 


infuriate some Labour MPs 
who hare taken part in mass 
trespass campaigns. 

Downing Street, however, is 
keen to keep the countryside 
lobby on board - as seen earlier 
this week when it emerged 
that No 10 had approached a 
former Country Landowners' 
Association president to chair 
the new Countryside .Agency. 

Mr Prentice said Last night 
that government failure to back 


his Bill would provoke a strong 
reaction on the back benches, 
as would any backing off from 
tough legislation. 

As well as more than 100 
MPs, Mr Prentice expects sup- 
port from ministers and former 
cabinet members. “Labour is 
reinventing itself as a party of 
the centre-right There is going 
to be a reaction against that 
from its core supporters; this is 
one of those issues.” he said. 


David Beskin, a spokesman 
for the Ramblers' Association, 
said a move towards voluntary 
agreements would be resisted 
“If they go for voluntary 
agreements, that wont change 
the law drawn up 50 years ago. 
The 1949 Act has not worked 
“We want a presumption in 
favour of access, and any move 
away from that will' leave 
people angry. We will actually 
campaign against such a plan.” 
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3NDON MEN’S Fbshion Week 
TjllFW) kicked off quietly yes- 
j rday morning with a five- 
"Sur gap after two designers 
died out from their catwalk 
tows at the last minute. 
Designers Ken O dimah and 
iffrey Green had suffered fe- 
iliar fashion fates: Odimah's 
vandal backer pulled out, and 
jffrey Green’s collection was 
olen. 

Unlike London Fashion 
eek, the glamorous women's 
'em that has been in existence 
nee 1988 and which now 
impetes internationally with 
a ris, Milan and New York, 
MFW is onfy nine months 
d, this being the second event 
- And it has a long way to go 
it wants to compete interna- 


By Melanie Rickey 

tionaHy, as the weakness of the 
schedule, not to mention two 
designers pulling out, proved. 

The onfyweU-knorwn names 
holding catwalk presentations 
were John Rocha who showed 
last night and Paul Costelloe 
who shows this morning Iron- 
ically, neither of these design- 
ers is British. Costelloe is Irish, 
and Hong Kong-born Rocha is 
based in Dublin. 

Instead, all the top British - 
bom-and-bred menswear de- 
signers show In Paris and 

Milan 

Paul Smith, Ozwald Boateng 
and Bu rro (w ho showed at the 
first LMFW last July) showed 
their latest collections in Paris 



Nelson is 
branded 
Butcher 
of Naples 


By Gary Finn 


The Scottish company 21st Century KDts setting out its stall yesterday at LMFW at the Royal Horticultural Halls in 'Vtiestminster Nicola Kurtz 


during the past week. Two 
weeks earlier; Vivienne West- 
wood and John Richmond had 
shown in Milan. 

Olaf Parker; the designer for 

Burro, decided to stay away in 
favour of Paris simply because 
of finance. “We would like to 


support the British thing, but 
Lon don just doesn’t attract the 
rigjht people. In Paris we are 
guaranteed that the photogra- 
phers, buyers and press are 
going to be there. In London 
they seem more concerned 
with parties.” 


The event organiser; John 
Rowley, is philosophical It 
takes time for these kind of 
events to grow. We have been 
sponsored by Honda who are 
being phenomenally helpful 
and they continue their support 
for another yean I am looking 


to next year as the add test of 
our growth.” 

Mr Rowley has dedded to 
focus on helping young 
menswear labels to gain a 
foothold in the market “We’re 
giving them a chance to get 
their businesses going This is 


about promoting British 
menswear design" 

The British menswear in- 
dustry has grown by more than 
30 per cent this decade. Retail 
expenditure on menswear was 
£7.7bn in 1997, of which about 
£1 bn went on designer brands. 


ADMIRAL HORATIO Nelson has 
become the latest British icon 
to suffer at the hands of histo- 
rians. after an Italian scholar 
claimed the seafaring hero was 
in fact a brutal war criminal 

Nelson's reputation has 
come under attack from Pro- 
lessor Antonio G organa for his 
part in the suppression of a lib- 
eral uprising in southern Italy 
200 years ago. Professor Gar- 
gono claims Nelson interfered 
in a legitimate public uprising 

The rebels, according to Pro- 
fessor Gargano, had success- 
fully negotiated with King 
Ferdinand IV of Naples to end 
their insurrection peacefully 
but when Nelson's fleet arrived 
in the Bay of Naples, events 
took a bloodier turn. Instead of 
an amicable settlement, said 
Professor Gargano. the rebels 
were subjected to a bloody 
round of trials and hangings 
that earned Nelson the 
nickname the “Butcher of 
Naples". 

That view was condemned 
last night by one of his biogra- 
phers, Tbm Pocock, who said: 
“He was defending Britain's 
interests against a rebellion 
wtuch was pretty liberal but was 
seen as an extension of the 
regime of the guillotine.” 
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This is not an advertisement about what 
Fujitsu sell. 

It's an advertisement about what people 
choose to buy. 

And why. 

Because, in the Iasi six months alone, 
people have chosen to buy seventy per cent 
more Fujitsu PCs. Notebooks and Servers than 
ever before. Making us one of Europe's fastest 
growing computrr companies as well as the 
fourth largest IT company in the world.* 

it isn't an accident. 

Every year, we invest at least ten per cent 
of our revenue in research and development. 

So there's a Fujitsu PC Notebook and 
Sewer for evoy kind of use and for every 
kind or user. 

AH conceived, designed and built to work 
hard, and to run economically. 

Which, experience seems to prove, is just 
exactly what people want. 




PCs - NOTEBOOKS • SERVERS 

0345 023 985 
www, fojitsu-computen.com 
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Half-hearted Hague fails to deliver six of the best questions 



PRIME MINISTER’S QuestionTime 
is like one of those grim theatrical 
events in which the principal actors 
mffl around on stage before the cur- 
tain goes iq>. The leads must decide 
on a plausible expression as they 
wait for the pre-performance hub- 
hub to fie away and this isrft always 
easy. Should they be contemplative 
or distracted? Should they ex- 
change pleasantries with col- 
leagues or wait in splendid 
isolation? Should they catch the and 
fenced eyes or not? EbrMr Hair the 
ordeal doesn’t last vray long. 

He, presumably waits some- 
where behind the Speaker’s chair, 
being given a last-minute massage 


■ by his seconds, entering the cham- 
ber only moments before Big Ben 
bongs the houn so there is a limit 
on bow long his facial o v ert u re 
must hold up. 

Yesterday he had settled on a 
cheery grin, which occasionally 
tipped into laughter It was a look 
that expressed assurance and rel- 
ish. Why, there was nowhere he'd 
rather be than here at the heart of 
things, looking toward to the mix- 
ture of Tory derision and Labour 
sycophancy that is his unvarying 
diet on Wednesday afternoons. 

Mr Hague, on the other hand, 
looked in low morale -there was no 
quiet smile of anticipatian as he con- 


templated the smartness of his di- 
alogue, no hint of eagerness in the 
tilt of the head. Even his pate had 
lost its customary gleam. He looked 
as if he'd rattier be anywhere else, 
anywhere rather than facing this 
Compulsory dish of in effe c tual 
protest 

All this may be wild projection on 
my part, of course - an interpreta- 
tion coloured by the desultory, half- 
hearted performance that followed 
Because Mr Hague was certainly 
not in good spirits yesterday, tack- 
ling his chosen themes with a 
marked lack of conviction. 

There was some surprise too at 
his choice of topics. “Who does the 


THE SKETCH 



THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 


Prime Minis ter think should be 
the i wa t m anage r nf England ?” he 


versational foreplay with a new 
^hairdressec It was a feint natural- 
ly and Mr Bhair fell for it, ending his 
repferby conceding that he “should 
leave that to the Fbotball Associa- 
tion?. This was exactly what Mr 
Hague wanted him to say but he 

didn’t need to wony. The Leader of 
the Opposition could hardy be bo th- 
ered todefiverthe counter-punch, in 
which he invttedMr Blair to agree 
that there “is a limit to the number 
of thin g* politicians should stick 
their noses into”. 

Next he moved on to the matter 
of genetically modified food Mr 


asked first, as ifhe was making con- ta^ of his briefing book. Genetical- 


ly modified food? That wasn’t even 
anywhere near the Labour front Ene. 
It was somewhere in A l a s ka . 

Mr Hague pressed him on why 
th^rkwwnraent had ignored advice 
from En glish Nature and Mr Blair 
looked judicious, talked about the 
best scientific advice and wrinkled 
bis brow in puzzlement at the ob- 
sessional quirks of the Honourable 
Gentleman opposite. 

IfMr Hague had Lord Sainsbury 
of Turville in his sights with this 
question then he had missed a 
trick, because a little later Caroline 
Spebnan (C, Maiden) produced a 
far more promising snare. Why; she 
asked, were the Government 


proposing that a humble corner 
shop and a five-acre supermarket 
should pay exactly the same 
amount to fund the new Food Stan- 
dards Agency? . - 
This question had everything 

grang for it -public sympathy lor the 


Tories attack 
‘muddle’ over 
altered foods 



WILLIAM HAGUE accused the 
Prime Minister of ignoring ex- 
pert advice to create a mora- 
torium on genetically modified 
crops yesterday arguing that 
such a measure would be com- 
mon sense. 

But Tony Blair insisted dur- 
ing question time that the Gov- 
ernment would proceed 
lngiraTTy and gfjgnHReally and 

“not on the basis simply of 
prejudice of either side of the 
debate, because that would 
only serve to increase public 
concern on the matter”. 

Mr Hague said: “The effect 
of the muddle in government 
policy is to increase public con- 
cern and not to decrease pub- 
lic concern. Why doesn’t the 
Government do the common- 
sense thing and listen to the ad- 
vice of its own experts and at 
feast put on hold tee release of 
these new and unfamiliar seeds 
rate the research is done? 

“When those concerns exist 
on that scale, wouldn’t it be bet- 
ter to impose a moratorium and 
to do so now?” he said 

Replying, Mr Blau insisted: 
“We are doing research on tins 1 ' 


GENE CHOPS 

By Sarah Schaefer 
P olitical Reporter 

and of course there is a gov- 
ernment committee looking at 
it too. But I think we do have to 
proceed cm tee best scientific 
evidence, since we are also 
talking about something 'where 
the potentials are very great in- 
deed _ the worst way to pro- 
ceed is to raise fears in the 
public mind before evidence is 
put before them.'’ 

Mr Hague also pointed to the 
“huge public concern” about 
the possible health and envi- 
ronmental impact of GM foods 
after reports suggested super- 
market loyalty cards would be 
used to monitor their purchas- 
es and compare them with can- 
cer cases. 

EariferTimTfea, the shadow 
Minister of Agriculture, refer- 
ring to tee reports, claimed 
the Government was using the 
public as “unknowing guinea 
pigs” in a “vast but secret 
human experiment” on genet- 
ically modified foods. 

His concerns were' echoed ' 


by Labour MPs who called for 
an immediate ban an the com- 
mercial use of GM products, so- 
called Frankenstein foods. 

Joan Walley, the MP for 
Stoke Norte, claimed it had 
caused an outbreak of a fatal 
disease timt infected 5,000 peo- 
ple, disabling 1,500 and leaving 

37 dead. 

She told MPs that a mix-up 
of soya beans with a batch of 
food supplement produced by 
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had led to tee epidemic in tee 
United States. 

‘After GM soya beans were 
mixed up with oon-GM soya 
beans in America, and Mon- 
santo (tee biotechnology com- 
pany) has apparent^ persisted 
in their view that segregation 
is impracticable, it has become 
impossible for the consumers 
of many processed foods to 
know whether or not those 
foods contain GM soya. 

“Some 60 per cent of 
processed food uses soya. The 
vast majority of us therefore 
have already been exposed to 

these beans, whether we like it 
Wnotf* 
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Glenda Jackson helps to release 2^361 balloons on Ham 
Nolan Bone Marrow Trust The charity wants to boost 


total of donors in its silver jubilee year Mi 


the possibility of squeezing some 
shifty-sounding equivocation out 
of the Prime Minister. 

When the session ended Mr 
Hague had used only five out of his 
six allotted questions. If he had bad 
his wits about him he would have 
swallowed his pile and followed Ms 
Spelman’s sharp initiative with the 
sixth. 


Peer calls 
for £5 fee 
to visit 
doctor 


By coun Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

PATIENTS should be charged 
£5 to visit their GP and a new 
“health tax” should be levied to 
help to foot the hfll for NHS staff 
wages and be tier patient care, 
a 'toy peer urged last zught 

Opening a Leads debate on 
the health service. Baroness 
Gardner of Parkes, a former 
dentist, said the Government 
should use its large Commons 
majority to introduce fending 
changes -perhaps even a new 
system. 

She told peers: “This Gov- 
ernment has a large majority 
and it should be brave enough 
to make the changes necessary 
to provide adequate funding to 
assure a strong base for tee 
NHS in the 2lst century either 
by charges or by a separate 
health tax or by moving to an 
entirely new basis for funding 
health care, such as tee suc- 
cessful Ausfralian system.” 

She suggested £5 a visit 
would not seem unreasonable 
but Lady Gardner stressed: 
“My views differ from official 
Conservative Party policy" 

Government sources 
claimed later “The Tory front 
bench, the Tbiy back beach and 
They Ihink-tankaare^ngagedm — 
a barely hidden agenda tqpre-_ 

*r3f d? jwrdSfetag? ■ * 



Rose warns of Kosovo risks 



Compaq, the world’s 
No. 1 PC manufacturer 
offers vou our renowned 
qualitv at incredible prices. 
Take for example the 
Deskpro EP 6350 with Intel' 
Pentium TI processor 
3 50MHz, 64 MB SDRA M, 
Windows 95 preinstalled PLUS 
an S700 17" monitor for just £899 
(£1056.33 incVAT). 

Also available 

• Dvskpro EP b4(.)(.) with Intel' - ' Pentium’ !I 
pn'u.-\M>r 400 MHz. b4MB SDRAM, 
Windows'’ 9-> pivinstjjlcd PLUS an S700 
7" monitor tor £1049 <£17 32. 58 trie VAT 


• Deskpro EP 64 d 0 with Intel Pentium" IJ 
processor 450MHz. 1.18MB SDRAM, 
CL) sound. Windows NT preinstalled 
PLUS an S9()0 19" monitor for £1597 
£ I 876.4 8 ine VAT ). 


BRITISH TROOPS could end up 
being dragged into a war in 
Kosovo if they were sent in to 
separate Serbs and ethnic 
Albanians, tee former head of 
toe UN peace-keeping farce in 
Bosnia told MPs yesterday. 

General Sir Michael Rose 
told the Commons Defence 
Select Committee that air 
strikes were the best means of 
preventing further ethnic 
cleansing and atrocities in the 
province. Nato ground forces, 
he said, should be used instead 
to police tee border between 
Kosovo and Albania to prevent 
tee conflict from escalating. 

However; if tee Serbs con- 
tinued to attack the ethnic 


PEACEKEEPING 

by Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 

Albanians in the region, Nato 
should seriou^ consider train- 
ing and arming the Kosovo 
Liberation Amy, he said. 

Sir Michael, who was an 
SAS commander before he led 
the UN peacekeeping work in 
Bosnia, said there was a dan- 
ger teat ary Nato force gong 
into tee region would end up 
being dragged into a war and 
acting as an army of occupation. 

“The difficulty I see with 
Nato over Kosovo is that they 
are confusing what can be done 
by a war-fighting force with 


what can be done by a peace- 
keeping force,” he said. “If war 
does break out again orif there 
is more ethnic deansing, then 
the next option should be to 
deploy Nato in a preventative 
role along toe border” 

The border between Kosovo 
and Albania is only 100 miles 
long. Sir Michael said, and the 
deployment of troops would 
send a strong signal to tee 
Yugoslav President, Slobodan 
Milosevic, to abide by political 
agreements. Failing that, Nato 
could start a “train and equip 
programme” for toe KLA so it 
could take on the superior 
might of the Sorb forces. 

Air strikes should also be 


used before Nato ground forces 
were sent in, Sir Michael said. 

“1 would not stick them 
straight in straight away That 
would be a hostage to fortune. 
Peace-keepers always end up 
being shot at by bote sides,” 

Sr Michael added thatpoKti- 
dans needed to be aware of the 
dangers of sending ground 
troops into Kosovo. “You are 
talking about an army, of occu- 
pation and a wan” he said. 

His remarks were made to 
the select committee as part of 
its investigation into the future 
role of Nato and whether it 
should , become involved in 
peace-keeping missions on 
behalf of the UN. 


State will be ‘mis-selling pensions’ 
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THE GOVERNMENTS “chaotiC" 
proposals for pension reform 
would be the “mother and 
father” of all pensions mis- 
selling scandals, the Tories 
said yesterday. 

Iain Duncan Smith, tee 
shadow Social Security Secre- 
tary warried that plans cruflined 
in toe Green Paper on pension 
reform last December would 


Shop levy plans 

TONY BLAIR signalled a 
government rethink on 
proposals to impose a £90 
flat levy on all food shops to 
pay for the new Food 
Standards Agency. Small 
retailers reacted angrily last 
week to plans to charge 
corner shops the same fee 
as supermarkets. “The 
reason we put it forward 
originally was that it was 
going to be much more easy 
to administer than a 
graduated charge, but of 
course this is one of the 
things the consultative 
paper will look at,” the 
Prime Minister told MPs. 

Health tax call 

a new “health tax” and 
charges to visit GPs should 
be levied to help to foot the 
bill for NHS staff wages and 
better patient care, said 
Baroness Gardner of 
Parkes, a Tbry peer. 


By Sarah Schaefer 
P olitical Reporter 

lead pensioners to follow 
government advice and join 
toe stakeholder schemes even 
if they were not necessarily fee 
“best or cheapest” investment 
Speaking during a Tbzy-fed 
debate, he said: “Anyone who 


The House 


hi: 


Fire warning 

RISING PENSION payouts 
have financially crippled 
firefighting in London, 
Vincent Cable, toe liberal 
Democrat MP for 
Twickenham, warned. Dr 
Cable said: “If there is a 
major emergency then the 
fewer fire tenders thee are, 
the fewer firefighters there 
are, the greater the 
response time and the 
greater the risk of death.” 


No Rock secret ■ 

TONY BLAIR Insisted that & 

tee Government was ^ 


has to trmfa» decisi ons about 
long-term saving will be 
confused about what to do and 
wifi need advice, but they will 
have to pay for it The public wifi 
turn around and say 'Were we 
not mis-sold this?’” 

Bis concerns were echoed 
by Frank Field, the former 
Social Security minister, who 
said there were “big question. 


working very closely with 
the Gibraltarian authorities 
to bring to an end a dispute 
with Spain over fishing 
rights. He dismissed riaims 
by Sir Teddy Taylor; toe Tory 
MP for Rochfbrd and 
Southend East, that there 
was a “secret deal” involving 
the Government which was 
causing “huge suffering” for 
the people of the Rock. 


Today 9 ® agenda 

Commons lUOam 

■ Questions to Agriculture 
ministers - 

■ English Revenue Support 
Grant Reports 

■ Short debate on parapets 
on bridges over motorways. 
Lords 3pm 

■ Disability Rights 
Commission Bill, committee 

■ Social Security Benefits 
Up-rating Order 
■Police and Criminal 
Evidence Act (Codes of 
Practice} Order 


marks over whether we have 
got the reform right”. 

Speaking after the Lifetime 
Individual Savings Account 
(Lisa) plans were unvefled, Al- 
istairDariing, the Secretary of 
State fra: Social Security; said: 
“What we want to do is to give 
pensioners' flexibility. There 
are peppte who more around a 
lot more than in the past” 


Questions 

and 

Answers 

Herbal revision 

THE GOVERNMENT has 
asked the Medicines 
Control Agency, to study 
revising toe list of “potent 
ortoxic” herbs. Health 
minister Tessa Jowell said. 

Work for nurses 

NEW CONTROLS on NHS 
re-employment of nurses 
sacked for misconduct are 
bong considered. Health 
minister Baroness 
Hayman told the Lords. 

Rat controls . 

CIVIL SERVANTS are . 
looking into the control of 
sewer rats. Environment . 
minister Alan Meale said. 
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Official: Zinoviev Letter was forged 
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Grigory Zinoviev 

Soviet propaganda chief and 

^ u IF?r tet * auc hor of letter to 
British Communist Party 

THE ZINOVIEV Letter which 
was blamed for Labour losing 
the 1924 general election, was 
almost definitely a forgery an 
“Hjuiiy has concluded. 

British intelligence chiefs 
probably knew it was a fate but 
released it because they were 
happy for Labour to be desta- 
bilised by its i nflammato ry lan- 
guage. A Foreign Office official 
» who had incurred heavy debts 
through currency speculation 
may have sold a copy to the 
Daily MaU, whose publication 
of it caused such a furore. 

These are the conclusions 
reached by Gill Bennett, the 
Bbreigp Office's chief historian 
who has been given access to 
British and Soviet files to try to 
solve the mystery. 

The letter was addressed to 
the Communist Party of Great 
Britain, purportedly from Grig- 
ory Zinoviey the man in charge 
of Soviet efforts to encourage 
Communist activity abroad. 

_ It called on British Commu- 
nists to mobilise “sympathetic 
forces” in the Labour Parly and 
badly damaged Labour when it 
was published in the Mail, 
whose editor was Thomas 
Marlowe. 

Ms Bennett said she be- 
lieves the letter was the work 
of White Russian dmi gr fes - 
tsarists who opposed the Bol- 
_ sheviks - who were angry that 
jp Britain’s first Labour govern- 
ment had signed a treaty with 


James Ramsay MacDonald 

Britain's first Labour prime 
minis rer. was severely 
embarrassed by the letter 

By Louise jury 



the S oviet Union and was 
providing it with money. 

The White Russians had the 

means - a forging drde - and 
the contacts in toe West and in 
Moscow to be able to produce 
the letter and circulate it 

Ms Bennett said; “The story 
remains incomplete ... the Zi- 
noviev Letter remains, as be- 
fore, a most extrao rdinar y ay| f| 
mysterious b usine ss." 

But her inquiries, inclu ding 

a visit to Moscow, led her to dis- 
miss speculation that the letter 
was part of a plot by British in- 
telligence staff to discredit both 
the Bolsheviks and the Labour 
government 

Neither was it likely that Zi- 
noviev wrote the lettei; she 
said. Russia wanted the British 
loan and was therefore holding 
back on fomenting discontent 

However; when the letter 
emerged in London, intelli- 
gence staff including Desmond 
Morton, later Churchill's dose 
aide, and Joseph Ball, who 
later worked for Conservative 
Central Office, may have de- 
cided to use it for their own po- 
litical means. The Tories 
certainly capitalised on the af- 
fair; raising the possibility that 
thqy leaked it to the Mail 
Alternatively, the intelli- 
gence services may have 
passed it to the paper them- 
selves. Another possibility was 
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Immigration 
chaos costs 
UK 
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BRITAIN IS losing “tens of mil- 
lions of pounds” in investment 
because the Immigration and 
Nationality Directorate has 
ground to a halt, it was claimed 
yesterday. 

International lawyers said 
Britain’s immigration process 
jr was “worse than a Third World 
country”, with businessmen 
and asylum-seekers facing 
months of delays for visas or 
residency applications. 

The chaotic situation is em- 
barrassing the Government, 
which has pledged in a White 
Paper to encourage foreign in- 
vestment by lowering immigra- 
tion barriers to entrepreneurs. 
It has also undermined plans 
to cut the backlog of asylum- 
seekers, which has grown to 
65,000, as the number of appli- 
cations being processed has 
fallen from 3,000 to 800a month. 

The Immigr ation minister 
Mike O’Brien, ordered an over- 
haul of the system in an effort to 
end years of inefficiency. He ac- 
cepted there would be “consid- 
erable upheaval” from 
December toPtebruaiyas com- 
puters were upgraded and the di- 
rectorate moved from its offices 

Croydon, south London. But 
immigration sources said in (me 
building alone staff were strug- 
gling to cope with 10,000 imsort- 
ed documents and two weeks of 
unopened post. 


By Ian Burrell 
H ome Affairs Correspondent 

Julia OnsJow-Cole, a partner 
with the London lawyers 
Cameron MeKipnna, and chair- 
man of the International Bar 
Association’s immigration com- 
mittee, said the system had be- 
come “totally chaotic”. 

She said: “It’s really absurd 
to have a situation which is 
paralysing business applica- 
tions whilst issuing this 
rhetoric about trying to get en- 
trepreneurs into the country.” 

She said clients from Amer- 
ica, South Africa and the Mid-, 
die Blast had been affected by 
the delays. Foreign business 
people based in Britain are ma- 
rooned here for months; while 
extensions to their residence 
permits are being reconsid- 
ered they are prevented from 
travelling abroad to important 
business meetings, she said 

The overhaul of the immi- 
gration system ran into prob- 
lems last July, when computer 
subcontractors pulled out of 
the project. Home Office offi- 
cials decided to press ahead 
with the move to new offices, al- 
though the new system has 
not yet been established 

The Home Office said the 
move was calling a “temporary 
drop in service" but u rgent 
cases were stiD befog dealt with. 
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Dead skier’s estate 
will get rescue bill 

SWISS officials say. they plan By Gary Finn 
to biD the estate of a British 
skier for £22,000 after blaming 
him for starting an avalanche 
in which he died. 

Alan Brooke-Dean, from 
Dorset died in VCrbier on Mon- 
day. Mr Brooke-Dean, who 
.ewuld have been 50 today, was 
%ith seven others. 

He was crushed when a 
1,500ft section of an off-piste 
snowpack slid on to his group. 

Survivors raised the alarm and 
four helicopters, seven dogs 
and a 60 -strong team were 
sent . 

Yesterday Swiss officials said 

they were likely to bill Mr 
Brooke-Dean's estate for the 
cost of the operation, because 
preliminary investigation 
showed he had contributed to 


the avalanche by ignoring signs 
alerting skiers to the dangers 
of off-piste conditions. 

Pascal Fournier, of Air Glac- 
iers, which mounted the rescue, 
said “In Switzerland it is the 
person who is rescued or their 
insurance company that nor- 
mally pays for the rescue op- 
eration. This operation could 
cost 50,000 Swiss francs 
(£22,000) ... it may have been 
their [the group’s] fault that the 
avalanche started" But Mr 
Fbumier added that it was dif- 
ficult to tell exactly how 
avalanches start 
■ A Briton who died in an 
avalanche in Val-dTsfere, 
France, on Tuesday was a 
chalet manager; Mark Wilson. 


Thomas Marlowe 

'Mail' editor published letter 
under headline ’Ch/fl War 
Plot By Socialists’ Masters’ 

that J D (Don) Gregory head 
of the fbreign Office’s Northern 
Department, sold a copy to pay 
debts he had accumulated 
through a married woman, Am- 
inta Dyne. His colleagues be- 
lieved she was his lover. 

The intelligence services 
made no efforts to authenticate 
the document when it arrived 
from their agent in Riga, but it 
was distributed to the Foreign 
Office, Scotland Yard and the 
War Office with a note: “The 
authenticity of the document is 
undoubted” 


Robin Cook 

Foreign Secretary ordered 
the Inquiry and sanctioned 
use of security service files 

Ms Bennett saidyesterdayiT 
have my doubts about whether 
(Morton) thoug ht it was gpnirinA 

but he treated it as if it was.” 
Ms Bennett’s report was 
co mmi ssioned by Robin Cook, 
the Fbreign Seo-etary; after 
questions were asked in the 
Commons last yeax; prompted 
by a book by the espionage 
writer Nigel WbsL 
Ms Bennett ex plained its 
appeal: “It’s not quite sex, lies 
and videotape but it’s certain- 
ly sex and spies. It’s a fairly po- 
tent combination.” 



Gill Bennett, the Fbreign Office’s chief historian, who tried to solve the Zinoviev Letter riddle Nicola Kurtz 
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: FELICIA UL 

£6,999 
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£0 






E6J99 



A ,J % ; 'Vi,- 

•W:> 

rJ- 


■» ’.. P l - * - 


V - 

’ <V 

•A :rsr 




•r ’ ,» 

V 


Octavia or Felicia, the choice is yours. 
0% APR interest or 0% APR interest. 
You'll also pay nothing for 3 years/45,000 
miles servicing and maintenance, 
nothing for a 3 year unlimited mileage 
warranty, and nothing for 3 years 
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comprehensive AA~ coverTYoO' will, however, 
be one hundred per cent happy with the 


owning a Skoda has never been easier. 

INTERESTED? 

exceptional quality of build and traditional 
Skoda value. After all, you rated Skoda 
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TYPICAL EXAMPLE (Mra Pntfaase): OCKVIA 1.6 LX1 

"GbiheVcBif price •/ 



£11/499 

0450 

S3 




£33537 

0% 

£11/499 
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No.l for customer satisfaction in the 


JD Power Survey 1998. 


Interested? Then see your Skoda dealer now. 


This offer must end March 31st 1999. 


0% APR Finance, plus Skoda's 3 year package. 


It's the way things should be. 



CALL 0345 745 745 



Volkswagen Group 


C^pBMquc^^-tatew^IndudfcgwgifldaaiBydiwrenewwhith.*^^ ■ 

reqedred Vttbm quoCBiinnvestialdbleoa inpscatem Saxfa finance, Bnjnjudci Coact Taorruni Drtv*. BUcrijnds, Udtrar Keyset. UK1* Slil. Tha iyp«3ri eantf^ ihoun w capable o< aucpuiKe by you, «ida penoostl bawl on 

exam^wdltwaib^o u »a*f>t*nca by QtodJ Hudca. S koda Fiuo« b » u*d»rg tum* at UMJCSWU^ nNANOAl.S£ftVKE5 tUIQ LMITm "tl 0 * propui* Mud on Wher o( thne 




10/HOME NEWS 


THE INDEPENDENT 

■jfjr-k Thursday 4 February 1999 


¥ 


One child in five suffers mental stress 


By jebemy Laurance 
H ealth Editor 

PRESSURES ON children to 
succeed and mollycoddling by 
parents who fear for their 
safety are turning out a young 
generation that is emotionally 
iTHfprntp and at an increased 
risk of mental breakdown, a 
report cla imed yesterday. 

One in five people aged four 
to twenty is estimated to suffer 
from problems, ranging from 
bed-wetting to anorexia, which 
significantly disrupt their lives. 

The toll of mental ill health 
has been rising in aH developed 
countries since the Second 
■World War and neglect of chil- 
dren’s emotional needs in the 
modern world is to blame, 
according to toe report, fay the 
Mental Health Foundation. 

In a three-year study, The 
Big Picture, published yester- 
day, which examined more than 
1,000 pieces of evidence, toe 
foundation concludes that chil- 
dren are failing to thrive 
emotionally are becoming less 
resilient and less able to cope 
with the ups and downs of fife. 

It says children are repre- 
sented as "evil demons” or as 
“dolls and angels” but not as hu- 
mans, and that an aduft-ceotred 
society treats them as "design- 
er accessories or pampered 
pets”. The pressures on them 
to achieve are enormous but too 
little is done to help them to 
bund toe resilience they need 
to cope when things go wrong. 
"Huge sums Care invested] in 
our children’s intellectual abd- 
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‘Children most be allowed to try things and be free to experiment so that they develop their own abilities to solve problems’ 


Photonica/Gunnar SmoHansky 


ities and there can be no rea- 
son for not investing in their 
mental health and emotional 
intelligence,” toe report says. 

Although welcoming recent 


government initiatives on chil- 
dren and toe family toe report 
warns that they “still pussyfoot 
around toe fundamental fact 
that the root cause of so much 


dysfunction in individuals, in 
families, in schools, and in 
society as a whole is poor men- 
tal and emotional health.” 
June McKerrow; director of 


tiw foundation , said risk-taking 
fay- children was an essential 
part of growing up, bat toe 
oreiragmented lives imposed 
ly w orried parentehad reduced 


their opportunities to learn 
from their mistakes. 

“Children must be able to 
plan and take control, they 
must be allowed to try things 


and be free to experiment so 
that they develop their own 
abilities to solve problems. 

“We know some things wiD 
go wrong and others will go 


right and then they can choose 
where to place their energies." 

Ms McKerrow said many 
social problems, such as 
unemployment, were beyond 
toe power of governments to 
solve and people had to be 
emotionally prepared to cope 
with the consequences by 
extending their personal re- 
sources and interests. 

Schools played a key rule but 
there was "huge concern*' 
about toe narrowness of the 
National Curriculum. For pri- 
mary school children, playing 
with their peers was an im- 
portant part of their develop- 
ment, but this is under threat, 
she said. 

“Teachers say they have had 
to cut toe playtime of five-year- 
olds by up to half and drop 
singing lessons in order to 
make more time for arithmetic. 
There is no time to build emo- 
tional intelligence - it is all 
focused on the three Rs." 

By changing social attitudes 
to children, many of toe risks to 
their mental health could be 
reduced. But for those chil- 
dren who succumbed to the 
pressures and showed signs of 
failing to progress at schoolin' 
found it difficult to make 
friends, early intervention was 
needed in toe form of treat- 
ment, counselling, peer support 
or specific initiatives such as 
anti- bullying programmes. 

"A fundamental shift in 
society is needed to accept that 
’mental* health can be a posi- 
tive as well as a negative state,” 
Ms McKerrow said. 
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PACKARD BELL 

400MHz Intel® Celeron 111 Processor 

64Mb (Fast 100MHz) SDRAM, 6.4Gb Hard 
Disk, 512k Cache Memory, 32x Multimedia, 
8Mb 2x AGP ATI Rage Pro Graphics, 

56k Modem, 15* Colour Monitor, Over £1000 
worth of software t including Windows 98, 
Word, Works, En carta 98, GCSE English 
& Maths, Total Annihilation, Actua Soccer 2 
and much more. 

MODEL: Pulsar C400. 

gogl FREE COLOUR FLATBED SCANNER. 
MODEL: Primax 9600 

@53 FREE COLOUR INKJET PRINTER. 
MODEL: Lexmark CHI 00 

PC WORLD PRICE 


HEWLETT PACKARD - ULTIMATE FAMILY PACKAGE 




400MHz Intel^ Celeron™ Processor 

64Mb SDRAM, 6.4Gb Hard Disk, 128k Cache 
Memory, 4x DVD Drive, 8Mb 3D 2x AGP ATI Rage 
Pro Turbo Graphic^ 15* Colour Monitor, 56k 
v.90 Modem, Windows 98, MS Works, Quicken, 
Money 99, Encarta 99 World Atlas and more. 
MODEL Hewlett Packard Pavilion 6405. 
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PC WORLD PRICE 

1199 




all T his m 
for only 


£1199 






Pick up a 

free 

disc in-store 

today! 

with this voucher 

The fas: and easy tvs / to a 
folly featured Interne ; Pad: ace 
for the cost of a local call 

www.freeserve.net 


We won't 
be beaten 
on price 
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PC WORLD 


THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 


FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE CALL HOT HUH 

•On ell PCs end prtfltws over £250. Credit Protection limirmra (CPI) « optional and will prated your payments in case of accident unemployment or ittnws. CPI it not Included in the monthly repayments unless otherwise stated. 
TYPICAL EXAMPLE :(Wltho«rt CPI) CtrthPnce £699. Ho Deposit and 4S monthly payments ol £20.66- ratal amount payable £99 1.6& Minimum puira®i*&M.Subieetlo status. Wftitxeflqiiaa(ionsevailflbte(ram;OeptMlUPCMCU«tindsAmn<i«. 
Kernel H e m p stead HP2 7TC. The Intel Inside logo, Pentium, Celeran and MMX an Registered Trademarks of dm Intel Corporation, t&ased on ament selling prices actual or equivalent tides (excluding disks and manuals or pre-loaded 
software). *B«ws lor illustration purposes only. 


Women find 
home less 
satisfying 


MORE WOMEN than ever be- 
fbre have become increastagty 
disenchanted with toe state 
of their family life, according 
to a new survey published 
yesterday. 

La the survey conducted by 
themontotywomen’En 
Prinux, seven in ten said that 
home life was fear satisfying 
than ever before, blaming lack 
of time and toe cost of childcare. 
Ftety-ane per cart said they (Ed 
not have enough time to fulfil 
their domestic and profession- 
al tasks satisfactorily; while 31 
percent said the Government 
should help by providing state- 
sponsored nurseries for work- 
ing mothers. Same 80 per cent 
said tax relief was toe best mo- 
tive for manying, and staying 
married. 

The survey examined wom- 
en's attitudes on a wide range 
of family issues. They were 
asked about toe competing de- 
mands of children and work, 
single motherhood and the im- 
portance of marriage. There 
was strong support for mar- 
riage with 78 per cent describ- 
ing it as vital for stable famil y 
life and 54 per cent saying di- 
vorce shouM be made more diF- 


By Kate Watson-Smyth 

ficult ijimehing the survey, 
Tony Blah; toe Prime Minister 
said families were under more 
pressure than ever before. 
"Cherie and I have always tried 
to make sure we have, time for 
each other and the bids,**, he 
Said. u Wb do live in a goldfish 
bowl, so it’s all toe more im- 
portant to keep your feet on the 
ground and by to make life as 
normal as possible for our- 
selves and toe children." 

Tessa Jowell, the Public 
Health minista; said: “The sur- 
vey has captured a very dear 
snapshot of attitudes to famity 
life in Britain today- a strong 
vote of confidence goes to fam- 
ily life and the importance of 
marriage.” 

The report, based on 1,000 
replies, was part of a campaign 
by Prima that is intended to in- 
vestigate aH aspects of family 
life in Britain. 

The mn gflzrnp said the sur- 
vey had posed “fundamental 
questions which offered the 
women of Britain the opportu- 
nity to help toe Goveram«it de- 
velop strategies that will shape 
family life in toe future” 


Mobile phone 
failures exposed 


BY CHARLES ARTHUR 
Technology E<fi tor 

MOBILE PHONE companies’ 
coverage often does not match 
toe promises of their advert- 
ising, according to a study 
produced for the telecommu- 
nications watchdog OfteL 

Despite claims by toe four 
mam networks that they cover 
almost 100 per cent of the pop- 
ulation, in practice making a 
phone call can be a frustrat in g 
experience with, for example, 
up to 25 percent of calls being 
cot off (taring rail journeys for 
users of toe Vodafone network. 
Even in cities, users of One 2 . 
One’s service can And that only 
91 per cent work, which means 
that almost one phone call in 10 
may "drop out” mid-sentence. 
The best on both counts was 
Orange, where 97 per cent of 
city calls and 89 percent of rail 
calls were successful 

Oftel commissioned toe sur- 
vey, from Fresh fields Commu- 
nications, after the networks 
refused to offer their- own ■ 

Imto py iti Mit R gii ppg that might 

help prospective users to decide 
which was the best network 
. “There needs to be darky so 
that people can compare toe 
quality of service between n^r 
works to get toe best deal,” said 
Oftel r s director-general, David 

Edmonds. . 

He will repeat the- survey ■ 


For all dries 


Orange ?£■ JC 

Vodafone 9?. ;K. 

Cellnet jj* ££ 

One ro One ^ *]SS5 :.k_ 
For rail journeys 
Orange ^ 

Cell nee iJ8>J 

One toOrra'Sp ?#. 

Vodafone 'M': Y4. 

Sarat FrestiBcM Communteationa 

rmipais the companies - Or- 
ange, One 2 One, Ceftnet and 
Vodafone - start offering such 


The survey used comput- 
erised equipment to by to 
make 90-second calls in three 
cities - London, Edinburgh, 
and Cardiff - and on rail hues 
between- London, Edinburgh, 
Crewe and Cardiff. 

The railway coverage was 
noticeably variable. "On the 
trains in rural areas, much 
lower caU success rates were 
experienced, which, of course, 
will contribute significantly to 
customer dissatisfaction on 
those routes,” toe report noted. 

The networks said that they 
are worfcmgon ways to offer 
comparativeihformaliotL . - ' 
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attacks 

dons as 
‘barbaric 






A Government minister 
made an astonishing attack 
last night on the 500-year-old 
Oaord University Press 
JOUP), li kenin g the dons who 
head the venerable publishing 
house to “barbarians”. 

Alan Howarth, the Arts min- 
ister; was speaking at a reading 
m support of Oxford Poets, or- 
ganised by the university’s 
English faculty. He urged dons 
to undo the recent decision by 
OUP to sell off its poetry list 

Among the 26 poets being 
sold off are some of the best- 
known contemporary writers 
in Britain. They include Fleur 
Adcock, Peter Porter; Thomas 
Kmseila, Michael Donaghy 
D J Enright, Alice Oswald! 
Jo Shapcott and Jamie Me- 
Kendrick. 

OUP is owned by Oxford 
University. It makes about 
£6m for the university every 
year. The board of directors 
is composed of delegates from 
different faculties: literature, 
classics, history, chemistry, 
modern languages. The vice- 
chancellor of the university, 
John Lncas, is chairman of 
the delegates. OUP’s chief 
executive, Henry Reece, has 
the title of secretary to the 
delegates. 

Mr Howarth, who used to be 
an English teacher at West- 
minster School and left the 
Conservative Party to join 
Labour during the Major gov- 
ernment, told his audience last 
night “It may be said that it is 
not for the Government to tell 
OUP how to run its business _ 
But is this just a business de- 
cision? Is OUP just a bust- i 
ness? Is there no public 
interest in their decision to i 
discontinue publishing con- 
temporary poetry? ( 

“OUP is not, merely a busi- J 
ness. It is a department of .the I 
University of #xford and has ,.i 


by David Lister 

Arts News Editor 






s charitable status. It is part of 
> a great university, which the 
l Government supports finan- 
cially and which exists to de- 
velop and transmit our 
S intellectual culture.” 

He noted that OUP re- 
i mained proud to publish the 
i Oxford English Dictionary, 
r but declared: “Poets, certainly 
no less than lexicographers, 

: are shapers of the English 
language. 

"If it is appropriate for the 
OUP to subsidise the dictio- 
nary, is it not equally appro- 
priate to subsidise the poetry 
list- and at a small fraction of 
the cost?” 

Confirming his attack, Mr 
Howarth deplored “the spec- 
tacle of the Pi-ess touting its po- 
etry Hst for sale". 

He said: “Has OUP not no- 
ticed that in this day and age 
we have moved on from the 
heresy that everything should 
be susceptible to market 
forces, that everything should 
be for sale? 

“It is a perennial com plain t 
by the English faculty that the 
barbarians are at the gate. In- 
deed they always are. But we 
don’t expect the gatekeepers 
themselves, the custodians, to 
be barbarians. Nor, if they will 
be true to themselves and their 
tradition, are they. 

“I very much hope that the 
delegates, having listened, will 
undo this decision.” 

Ruth Padel, the poet and 
former Oxford don who has 
campaigned for the OUP deci- 
sion to be reversed, welcomed 
the minister’s support 
She added: “The del egates 
could stffl reverse this decision 
by r esign m g^ a bunch unless 
heads rod among the manage-: 
mentflfOUP”^ 
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Brenda Pbrtman walks her boxer; Frisbee, at Durley Chine, Bournemouth, which the Tidy Britain S" 

Seaside resorts let down by their loos 


[ Grade D Bwadbcs 
I (worn) 

Q Aberdeen 
QfArdrossan 
El Benltetfi 
3aic 

9 Fraserburgh 
3 Hemsby 

3 Largs 

lAirtsbeno 

iPnsnwick 


Grade ABcadws 
(buc) 

I Barmouth 

I I Blackpool Sands 
5> Bournemouth 

(Duriey Chine) 
i J Bournemouth 
(Rsherman’s Mfalk) 
? Cromer 
Eastbourne 
|J Heme Bay 
■ > LfttWwmpton 
a/RxXe 
nyShanklin 
iii Sheemess 
JB West Wittering 
W Weymouth 
roWbolacombe 


MANY SEASIDE resorts are let 
down by lousy loos, according 
to the Tidy Britain Group. A 
quarter of beach lavatories are 
badly maintained or dirty, the 
charity found in a survey of 153 
beaches in England, Wales and 
Scotland last summer 
Since the group's previous 
survey in 1996, the average 
score for facilities has dropped 
by 8 per cent, and the average 
score for beach pipaniinpgg 
has dropped by 3 per cent 
But beach access, water 
safety and information provi- 
sion have improved, and three- 
quarters of beaches are 
well-managed overall, com- 
pared with 65 per cent in 1996. 

The cleanest beaches were 
in East Anglia, -the survey 
found, while beach and water- 


By Michael McCarthy 
Environment Correspondent 

safety were highest in the 
North-east. The best dog 
control policies were on the 
east coast and the best facili- 
ties and accessibility and the 
clearest information are to be 
found in the South-east and 
South-west 

Six out of the worst eight 
beaches overall are in Scotland 

Professor Graham Ash- 
worth, the Tidy Britain Group's 
director-general, said: “It is a 
great shame that the UK’s 
resorts are being let down by 
the poor state of their toilets. 
It is also of great concern that 
litter is, once more, becoming 
an issue on our beaches. . . 

“However,! am encouraged 


that beach managers have 
acted on the advice we gave in 
1996 to improve their signage 
and information provision. This 
gives me hope that resorts will 
take heed of this call to tackle 
their toilets and foerefore make 
a day at the seaside more 
enjoyable for their visitors ” 

Beaches were assessed on 
criteria such as access, clean- 
liness, water safety, dog control, 
facilities and amenities, main- 
tenance and information - but 
not water quality. 

They were not ranked in an 
individual league table but 
graded in bands. The group put 
32 in the top band. Grade A. Of 
these, 14 beaches possess the 
top water quality according to 
the measurement criteria used 
by the EU's bathing water 


directive, and so were named 
the Tidy Britain Group's best 
beaches in Britain. 

They are: Barmouth. 

Blackpool Sands in Devon. 
Bournemouth Duriey Chine. 
Bournemouth Fisherman’s 
Walk. Cromer. Eastbourne. 
Herne Bay. Littlehampton. 
Poole Sandbanks. Shanklin. 
Sheerness Beach Street West 
Wittering, Weymouth Central 
and Woolacorabe. 

The eight beaches placed in 
the bottom band. Grade D. 
were: Aberdeen, Ardrossan 
Saltcoats, Benllech. Elie. 
Fraserbugh, Hemsbv. Largs, 
Fortobello and Prestwick. All 
are in Scotland apart from 
Benllech, which is in Anglesey, 
and Hemsby. which is in 
Norfolk. 
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24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK 

One .Tel offers low cost international calls from your home or 
business phone, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. There is 
no pre-payment required and you don’t even have to change 
telephone companies. Call us now to register on 0800 092 
8788 between 8am-10pm, Mon. to Fri. or 9am-5pm Sat. 
and 10am— 4pm Sun. Once you are registered simply dial 1878 
from your touch tone phone in front of the national or 
international number you wish to call. It couldn’t be easier. 


HOWTO/S DIALlMSiE 


LOCAL 

! 


J 



PHONE 0800 092 8788 


Not appficaMB to calk mad# to or Horn hias» phones. 
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Father sees men stand 

trial for Ward murder 


BY LUCY HANNAN 
in Nairobi 


Julie Ward: A second murder trial starts today 11 years after she died 


AFTER11YEARS of extraordi- 
nary perseverance, John \ferd 
■win see the trial of his daugh- 
ter's alleged murderers open in 
the Nairobi High Court today. 
“I am content because every- 
thing has been done now that, 
could be done, and the stage is 
set for a fair and open trial,” Mr 
Ward said oftheevmt marking 
the end' of an affair fra * has 
<xme to dominate his life. 

1\ro men have been accused 

of the murder of JuBe Ward, 
whose burnt remains were 
found in theMasai Mara Game 
Park, Kenya, in September 
1988. Simon Ole MakaDah, ar- 
rested last year; tire former 
head warden attberesero, has 
always been one of John Ward’s 
chief suspects because of the 
ease with which he led Mr 
Ward’s search party to Julie’s 
abandoned Jeep, and then later 
to her remains. David Kancbi- 
la Nchoka, arrested in January, 
was a clerk at Sands River 
ramp in the Masai Mara, and 
one of the last to see her alive. 
He forged her signature on his 
hnnbtj rbihnrng she left the 
park in & hurry. 

Th e trial * ?fa» r ini g today is 
likely to be temporarily ad- 
journed so that the two cases 
can be joined together 



Simon (He MakaDah, deft) David Kandula Nchoka and John Ward 


Mr Ward has rented an 
^£w H t iiP!ritne^ th e C»tyeenh^- 
A successful busfoessman, who 
reckons to have spent more 
ftwwi fim nn the case, he ex- 
pressed iwMM about 
the state of the smaO, poorty fur- 
nished rooms, but said he 
hoped foe privacy they afford- 
ed would encourage his wife, 
Jan, to pnm<> from Suffolk for 
the triaL Tm very tired and 
weazy of it aD,” he said. 

He believes the murder 
could have been solved much 
eaxfier “if our Bttie team had 
been sent down to the Masai 
Mara”. The highly personal 
rote John Ward has taken hi the 
investigation is something the 
court will have to consider 


initially w poang incnm- 

petence and a string of cover- 
ups - including a pathologist’s 
report that was altered to daim 
that Julie was eaten by wild an- 
imate -Mr Whrdfe dogged pur- 
suit, generous personal 
resources and Western expa- 
triate status eventually led to 

him fcrf»nmingsn official mefn- 

her of a special new police 
team set up by the Kenyan 
Attorney General 
He has conducted interro- 
gations, pursued leads, ex- 
posed “serial lfors", has laid to 
rest conspiracy theories put 
about fay members of Kenya's 
opposition parties, and has 
forced the country's inefficient 
and corrupt justice system to 


take on a case that it longed to 
drop. With only aliftie irony, he 


“PC Ward”. 

Mr Ward has explored the 
underbelly of govoromeni, pol- 
itics and justice in a country 
burdened by authoritarianism 
and corruption, and he has 

had to mnlra difficult ftenwdnnR 

to survive the course. “I had to 
make ft dear that I was inter- 
ested in the actual murder; not 
in those who tried to cover up; 
that's a Kenyan problem,” he 
said. He says this compromise 
was crucial for the success of 
the investigation. 

Murder - and cover-up - 
has already been proved in the 
trial of two innocent rangers in 


1992. A judge at that time re- 
marked that it was ominous 
that it took a foreigner “to stir 
the Kenya police out of its 
lethargy" and called a cover-up . 
fay the police a “blatant abuse 
of the institutions of justice". 
The judge said many questions 
woe left unanswered regard- 
ing the role of Simon MakaDah 
and David Nchoka - now in the 
dock. 

The issue now is whether 11 
years on there is sufficient ev- 
idence to convict the men. DNA 
samples tested in Britain and 
America have crane to nothing, 
including strands ofblond hah; 
which turned out not to be 
Julie’s. Mr Ward took a last 
sample to the US just before 
Chifotmas, but says he expects 
no surprises. 

“We're proving a negative 
and cutting oft any last op- 
tion,” he said. Of about 40 wit- 
nesses on call, six are expected 

to come hum Britain. 

While masting the case has 
“put Kenyan justice on trial", 
Mr tibrd says he has fixll con- 
fidence, this time round, in the 
integrity of “a good old fash- 
ioned” police team, the judge 
and the lawyers. 

He hopes for a conviction. 
But it may well be that real jus- 
tice would have to be an ac- 
quittal. Mr Ward says he would 
be happy with that, too. 
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Geisha girls 
wooed IOC 
in Britain 


£ 


A JAPANESE delegation from 
Nagano spent 240m yen mm) 

p n tertemmg fYympfonffififlte in 

Birmingham, days before it 
was chosen to host last year’s 
Winter Olympics, according to 
Japanese newspapers. 

le expense&.ooveredthe 
of alm«wt' ISfl rr vMtars- 
i Wa gann, j i Uj ii ^frliinlnTifh . 

wearing female attendants who 
entertained members of the 
International Olympic Com- 
mittee in 1991 during five days 
of parties and receptions at 
Highbury House, the former 
home of Neville Chamberlain. 

A report in yesterday's 
Mamichi newspaper based an 
notes said to have been leaked 
fay a former member of the bid 
committee, contradicts claims 
fay Nagano officials that they 
burnt all the documents rdatr 
ing to fee city’s successful bid. 
It says that Y740mwas spent fay 
the committee m 1991, most of 
it in the three months leading 
up to the final vote in Birm- 
ingham in June. 

The money was spent on 
first-class air feres and a week 
of hotel accommodation for the 

Japanese delegates. Five milfinn 

yen wait on a private train 
chartered In take the IOC pres- 
identj .T nan Anton in Samaranch, 

from Tokyo to Nagano one 
month before the city’s victory 
Apart from its excessive 
cost, the entertaining violated 
IOC rules that ban biffing oiv 

ganfaaiHnnB from hnlding par- 

ties during Olympic meetings. . 

Last week, the Nagano 
imyn; T Vwailm T tailmAi , admit. 

ted there may have been “ex- 
cesses" during the city’s bkL 
Mr Tsukada’s has always 
daimed that the accounts of the 
bid were burnt after the com- 
mittee wound up its busmess in 


By Richard Lloyd Parks 
in Tokyo ' 

1992. Yesterday’s revelations 
will fuel rumours in Nagano 
that some of the documents 
may stifi be hidden somewhere. 

. Last nHsrifo a member ofMr 
T^ukada’s city assembly told 
[/The Independent .that “astro- ; 
nomicaF sums had been spent 
on the had and that bribes had 
been paid to IOC members in 
rash and gifts. He also said that 
as recently as 14 January; the 
mayor was intending to bum 
Anther documents. 

This is deni ed by Mr Tsuka- 
daand supporters of the mayor 
who were present at the meet- 
ing, and no specific allegations 
of bribery have been proved. 
But thaw is growing concern 
about tiie extravagant hospi- 
tality with which visiting IOC 
delegates were entertained 

Sixty-two committee mem- 
bers, many of them accompa- 
nied fay their families, were 
flown to Japan and whisked 
around tiie country at a cost of 
Y2m-Yto each They were en- 
tertained by geisha, transport- 
ed m chartered helicopters and 
foin*n on sightseeing tours of 
the ancient city of Kyoto at the 
expense of the Nagano bid- 
ding committee, which was 40 
per cent public funded. 

Mr Tsukada hinted last 
month Nagano was put 
underpressure to provide such 
luxuries. “At the time, we were 
in aposition of getting them to 
choose us, so it was difficult to 
refuse the demands of the IOC 
membra’S,” he said 

Mystery surrounds aland- 
made Japanese sword, which 
Nagano officials say they gave 
toMr Samaranch. The IOC says 
it has no record of the gift. - 


Tintin’s politics 
confuses French 


FRENCH MPs held a 90-minute 
debate yesterday on whether 
tiie cartoon hero Tintin was 
right-wing or left-wing. 

At least IS foreign television 
channels filmed the debate 
hefd in the National Assemb& 
which formed part of celebra- 
tions to mark the 70fr birthday 
of the boy reporter created by 
Belgian Georges Remi under 
the pea name of Herge. 

Closely watched fay the Bet 
_ an ambassadorand Herg6*s 
widow, deputies argued heat- 
edly for two hours without 
reaching firm conclusions. 

Some argued that Tintm was 
right-wing at least fo bis first ap- 
pearance, when he visited the 
Soviet Union in a book that 
seemed crudely an ti-Commu- • 
oisL Th^y said he was still 


right-wing when he visited the 
Congo and mocked Africans. 
But he had turned into a left- 
winger; a friend of the Third 
Wbrfo and anally of oppressed 

nations fajrthe time he travelled 
to Sooth America in Tmtin m 
Picaro Country and China jjj 
The Blue Lotus. 

Yazrn Gdhzt, amemberof tiie. 
French Prime Minister Lionel 


Tmtin’s policy on drugs, but was 
carefti! to distance himself from 
the young scribe’s policy on 
Africa, which he described as 
“paternalistic”. .. 

Tintin remams hugely pop- 
ular ht France^ The country's' 
former leader; General De; 
Gaulle, once gramMed that 
“deepdown.myonly intema- 

tianalrivalfaTMfo^.CRaitenti . 
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FOREIGN NEWS/13 


UN orders all Britons and Americans out of Iraq 


THE DNirmj Nation^ Twa qfefl 
last night that it has ordered 
all American and British na- 
tionals working for It in Iraq to 
leave the country as soon as 
possible because of fears for 
their safety. 

The more further illustrates 
the depth of distrust between 
the XJN and the lowHorg^Tp jq 


of Iraq by the US and Britain in 
December and the continuing 


BY David Usbokne 
in New York 

In the northern and southern 
“no-fly'’ zones. 

Fired Eckhard, UN spdkes 
man, said the decision bad been 


rifle threats” to nationals of the 
two countries working for the 

TTTiTa hrmumifairi an pmg pinima 

in Iraq. He said that at least two 
US citizens were immediately 
involved While there are about 


10 British UN officials assigned 
to die programme, all of them 
were already outside Iraq last 
n ight on leave, an official said. 

The UN’s derision, taken by 
Benon Sevan, the chief of the 
hj iynwnifarian a ffai r s division, 

stems from a letter salt fay the 
Iraqi leadership to New Iferfc on 
4 January saying that the safe- 
ty of British and American c^fl- 
rials working in the country 
could no longer be guaranteed 

Officially the UN responded 


by teDing Iraq that it had no right 

teams working there. The 
British Government quickly ex- 
pressed alarm to the UN, how- 
ever and asked Mr Scran to 
respond quadfly to the letter 
Officials fast night s a id that 
Mr Sevan, assisted by the UN 
Secretary General, Kofi Arman, 
have attempted behind-the- 
scenes dipksnacywith Baghdad 
to persuade it to withdraw the 
tbirattotte Britans and Amer- 


ter and to guarantee that they 
would be protected. 

Yesterday's decision sig- 
nalled, however that Iraq re- 
fused to bead. 

There are other Britons 
working in die country for non- 
govorimental CHymisations not 
formally Anted to the UN. Most 
of those are m die northern Ehr- 
disfa region, where Baghdad 
has limited control. 

White the UN decision could 


be interpreted as a dimbdown 
m the fece of Iraqi belligerence, 
it is unlikely to be questioned by 
London or Washington^ The 
final decision on the welfare of 
UN personnel, regardless of 
natkmaflty rests with Mr Sevan 
and the Secretary General. 

Ira q , m ea nwhile, mnimufts to 
refuse to allow the re-entry into 

its co un t r y of the weapons in- 
spectors working for Unseam, 
the UN bocty chared with hunt- 
ing down its weapons of mass 


destruction. Undo* UN resolu- 
tions, the Security Council can- 
not lift wmnti^Hia a gwirnzt Iraq 

until Unscom has certified that 
it is free of all such weapons. 

“All United States ami Unit- 
ed Kingdom nationals working 
for the United Nations should 
leave the country" Mr Eckhard 


Insisting that the final decision 
rested with Mr Sevan, he added: 
"The specific threats woe to 
these two nationalities so itwas 


the security co-onfinator's call.” 

US nffiriais revealed mean- 
while that more Iraqiddence in- 
stallations have been destroyed 
by missiles from allied jets over 
the no-fly zones In the last few 
weeks than during ail of the four- 
day Cruise missile bombard- 
ment tf last December. 

Iraq yesterday began moving 

some of its anti-aircraft sys- 
tems out of the no-fly zones to 
central Iraq to protect them 
from attach. 
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Clinton 

called 

Monica 

‘stalker’ 


REPUBLICANS AND Democ- 
rats were preparing to rejoin 
battle in the US Senate today 
armed with three days of wit- 
ness testimony that appeared 
to have advanced the case 
against President Clinton not a 
whit With the public clamour- 
ing for an end to the impeach- 
ment trial, according to a New 
York Times poD, and Republi- 
cans undecided about how to 
proceed, the stage was setfor 
mcre bickering before any con- 
clusion is readied. 

Yesterday’s witness, the 
. third and last, was Sidney Bhi- 
Pmenthal, known as the White 
House spinmefaterand a friend 
of Hillary Clinton. A journalist 
for The Washington Post and 
The New Yorker before joining 
the White House, he was ex- 
pected to be questioned about 
a conversation in which Mr 
Clinton reportedly described 
Ms Lewinsky as a stalker who 
had “come on to” him 

The purpose of this line of 
questioning was to establish., 
whether Mr din ton. had ex-i . 
pected, or perhaps instructed, 
Mr Blumenthal to disseminate 
negative information about Ms 
Lewinsky after news of their af- 
fair broke. As Ms Lewinsky 
had hy then been called as a wit- 
ness in Paula Janes’s sexual ha- 
rassment suit against the 
President and Mr Blumenthal 
could expect to be a witness in 
the Lewinsky investigation, 
such a more could amount to 
f (fostrudingthe course of justice 
and tampering with witnesses. 

He was questioned in the 
same secure committee room 


BY Maby Dejevsky 
in Washington 

at the top of the Capitol where 
Mr CBntmfs friend Vernon Jor- 
dan had been the previous day. 
His interrogator was James 
Bngan, a California Re puhEcBO 
who was one of the most ag- 
gressive manbas of the House 
Judiciary Committee in last 
year’s impeachment hearings. 

He is one of 13 House Re- 
publicans selected to present 
the prosecution's case in the 
Senate. 

Mr Jordan was questioned 
by the milder- mann ered Asa 
Hutchinson, of Arkansas, and 
the prosecutor chosen to ques- 
tion Monica Lewinsky on Mon- 
day was the most homety of all, 
Ed Bryant, from Tennessee. 

His performance was criti- 
cised yesterday fay some sena- 
tors who had seen the 
videotaped interview of Bis 
Lewinsky’s testimony who ac- 
cused .him ot hesitancy and 
getting facts wrong. 

Although , prosecutors had 
hoped one or all their chosen 
witnesses would add informa- 
tion to earlier evidence that 
strengthened the case against 
Mr Clinton, the information 
seeping out of the Senate, 
whose members are sworn to 
secreqyaboutthe testimony, in- 
dicated that only the barest de- 
tails had been added. 

Ms Lewinsky was said to 
have stuck to her original ver- 
sion, while impressing senators 
as highly credible. According to 
Senator Larry Craig of Idaho, 
a Republican, she had mired 



US to join 
Nato force 
in Kosovo 


Sidney Blumenthal, known as file White House 'spinmeister’, leaving the Capitol after testifying 


AFP 


feefings about B4r Clinton. “IPs 
obvious this is a lady who at one 
point in time had very strong 
feelings for the President,'’ he 
said. 

Mr Jordan was said to have 
added only two details to his 
earlier evidence, acknowledg- 
ing, for instance, specific phone 
calls and a breakfast with Bis 
Lewinsky for which the prose- 
cutors had obtained written 


records. But he continued to 
have “forgotten” key details 
aMsperifica%denfodalviang 
Ms Lewinsky to destroy draft 
love letters to the President 
The first dashes today are 
likely to centre on whether the 
witness testimony which was 
videotaped, should be made 
public: Republicans tend to say 
that it should; Democrats not 
The Senate Minority Leader; 


Tom Daschle, ssd yesterday 
that it should be all or nothing 
*Tfyou are going to afr a depo- 
sition, you’d better air the full 

thing” he told reporters. 

But his preference was far 
nothing “The public," he said, 
alto ding to polls, “is saying 
overand over ... that theywant 
this trial to end.” 

The chief concern of De- 
mocrats, with the White House, 


is still to prevent the appear- 
ance of “live” witnesses before 
the Senate, though the tide ap- 
peared to be turning in their 
favour While Republican 
House prosecutors said they 
would continue to press for 
•live" witnesses, Mr Hutchin- 
son conceded: “I think the Sen- 
ators are going to be satisfied 
with the videotapes. It’s going 
to be tough to make that case.” 


AS PRESSURE intensified on 
Yugoslavia to send delegates to 
the Kosovo peace talks, which 
are due to start near Phris on 
Saturday Nato countries were 
yesterday working out details of 
a peace-keeping force, of 
between 20,000 and 30,000 men, 
including a small, but signifi- 
cant, US contingent. 

Under plans being finalised 
by European and American 

/tfprials, B ritain awn aiM mate the 

largest single contribution, of 
8,000 men, to the force whldi 1 
would onfor be deployed if ethnic 
Albanians and Serbs reach a 
settlement at Rambouillet 

France is understood to be 
offering up to 6,000 troops, Ger- 
many 3,000 and Russia, the 
Netherlands and the Nordic 
countries a further 3,000 
between them. 

The crux however is the US 
contribution, controversial In 
Congress but seen as crucial for 
the credibility of the peace- 
keeping operation and as a 
guarantee that Washington was 
in for the long haul in ensuring 
that the autonomy deal worked. 

William Cohen, the US 
Defense Secretary assured the 
Senate Anned Services Com- 
mittee that a "relatively small" 
US ground force could be sent, 
Hamming a deal is struck in 
Rambouillet General Henry 
Shelton, chairman of the US 
Joist Chiefo of Staff suggested 
a contingent of 2,000 to 4,000 
Aiifericantroaps. ' 

Mr Cohen was speaking a 
day after the CIA director 
George Tenet, warned that 
even if an agreement was 
readied, Nato ground troops 
would be needed to stave off the 
risk <rf a wider war in the spring. 

As have his opposite num- 
bers in London and Paris, the 
Defense Secretary flatly 
opposed an invasion of Kosovo 
fay Nato to impose a peace in 
what planners jargon calls a 
“nonpermissire environment”. 

Last night, plans were going 
ahead for the Rambouillet con- 


BY Rupert Cornwell 

ference to start as scheduled, 
imder the joint rhairmanship of 
Robin Cook, the Foreign Sec- 
retary and the French For- 
eign Minister; Hubert Vfedrine. 

After the decisions of the 
political and military repre- 
sentatives of the Kosovo Alban- 
ians to attend, only the assent 
of the Serbian and Yugoslav 
governments is lacking. 

Although President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic has given con- 
flicting signals, the surprisingly 
thorough and even-handed cov- 
erage of the Contact Group 
proposals in the Belgrade press 
mates Western officials fairly 
confident that, after some suit- 
able suspense, he will agree to 
send delegations. “They ran our 
statement in ML The only thing 
they changed was that they had 
been Invited,’ not ‘summoned’ 
to the conference,” one Western 
diplomat said. 

It is most unlikely that Mr 
Milosevic, who was again 
warned explicitly by Washing- 
ton that he faced Nato 
airstrikes if he did not comply, 
will attend in person. 

The Serbian delegation 
could be headed by Milan 
BfSutinovic, Serbia’s President, 
white the federal Yugoslav team 
could be led by Mr Milosevic’s 
deputy, Nikola Sainovic. 

The draft peace {dan, in 
which anfor minor changes will 
be penjflKfeffduifog toe nego- 
tiations, will turn Kosovo into 
something approaching a pro- 
tectorate. The OSCE monitor- 
ing mission would hare wide 
powers and will supervise elec- 
tions within Dine months. 

Though Kosovo will not be' 
granted foil independence, the 
Serbian government will lose 
almost all its authority over the 
province, which will hare its 
own assembly and police force. 
The agreement runs for an 
interim period of three years, 
after which the final status of 
Kosovo will be determined. 



We recognise that people aged 50 and aver are often more safety conscious and 
take better care of their vehicles and homes. By only insuring people in this age 
range, Saga is therefore able to offer you extremely favourable premiums and 
policies tailored specifically 1o your needs. 


£ 


Saga Home Insurance 

■ Unoccupancy cover for up to 
60 consecutive days 

■ FREE extra Contents cover at Christmas 
and to coincide with family weddings 

* FREE 24-hour domestic emergency and 
legal helplines 

• Fast, efficient telephone claims service 


Saga Motor Insurance 

“ FREE protected No-Claim Discount or 
introefodory discount! 

• Six months FREE continental cover 

■ Rapid repair service with courtesy car" 

• Convenient telephone claims service 

• No upper age limit 

tn^KltopatqioindHm 
*O juv» etiB tu Hf» pefiots only. 


if you are aged over 50, call Saga today for a quotation or 
instant cover 


SAGA 


FREE 0800 414525 

epofag re f erenc e ID2905 
Our Ena a* op«t a 30 m- 7 pmwuUeyi. 9 am- 1 pm Saturday 


S090 IA* to s*nd you irfotmion oboutotharScga produefa and Servian and rooy pasaon ysur 

defcnh to other Saga companies for rtiis purpose. 


Fur flies over 
Beverly Hills 
coat warning 


TRYING TO tell the pampered 
citizens of Bererfy ECUs not to 
wear for coats is like trying to 
ten Ramans not to eat pasta. 
But that does not mean, in this 

land nffiimHesa pn asThiTitj ; that 
someone isn’t going to try. 

Thus it was that a group 
called BeredyHDls Consumers 
for Informed Choices inter- 
rupted a city council meeting on 
Tuesday night with a demand 
that all furs sold there should 
carry a warning tag de tailing . 
the gruesome way in which 
coats make their way from the 
backs of mink to the racks of 
fashion boutiques. 

Since the consumer group 
had collected the signatures of 
3,300 registered voters -about 
10 per cent of the Beverly HiDs 
population -the council had no 
choice but to put the issue to the 
people in a special ballot to be 
held on ll May. If passed, the 
furriers of Beverly BTlls wfltt 
hare to attach the following 
note to every coat they sell: 

"Consumer notice: This 
product is made with fur from 
animals that may hare been 


By Andrew gumbel 

in Los Angeles 


killed by electrocution, gassing, 

neck breaking, poisoning, dub- 
bing, stomping or drowning 
and may hare been trapped in 

steel-jaw, leg-hold traps.” 
Naturaflx the shop-owners of 
Rodeo Drive and the other 
prestigious addresses of Bev- 
erly Hills are getting a little hot 
under their pelt and sable col- 
lars. “This is just one more 
attempt by the extreme animal 
activists to generate pubHcityto 


hurt the far industry” said Dou- 
glas Fine, manager of Somper 
Ebrs on Canon Drive. 

The consumer group has 
mare than righteous rage up its 
sleeve, though: it also has a sur- 
reptitiousbr recorded videotape 
in which several Beveriy Hills 
shop assistants are caught 
teDi^ customers, misleatiiEgdy 
that the furs’ original, animal 
owners were kalted by humane 
means such as lethal ir^ection. 

“The label lists a variety of 
methods fay which the animals 
may or may not have been put 
down,” said Teresa Platt, 
ex e cu ti ve director of EtirCom- 
mlsrion USA, which represents 
fiir farmers. “Imagine if such a 
label were required for meat or 
medicine - the Estis endless." 

Alarming wanrings are noth- 
ing new in southern California, 
however. Visitors to Beveriy 
Hills’ Four Seasons Hotel are 
confronted with this startling 
announcement at the front 
entrance: “Warning: this area 
contains toxic materials known 
to the state of California to 
cause birth defects, cancer and 
other reproductive harm. 1 ' . 

Although left unexplained, 
this notice -imposed <m all pub- 
lic buildings by a recent state- 
wide ballot - refers to the fact 
that smoking Is permitted 
inside. Next to cancer and 
deformed babies, who can 
object to flie mention of a little 
animal stamping? 


“THE MOST IMPORTANT 

BRITISH FILM SINCE TRAINSPOTTING. 

it’s BRILLIANT” 


MNETRY MAGAZINE 


“ONE OF THE MOST AMBITIOUS BRITISH FILMS TO BE 
SEEN FOR SOME TIME... A FILM OF REAL COMMITMENT 
and INTELLIGENCE ★★★★” 


THE GUARDIAN 







“one of THE BEST British FILMS 
of the DECADE” 

. THE SUNDAY TIMES 

TWO SISTERS. TWO LIVES. ONE LOVE... 

HILARYtfwd 
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Car chief shot dead in Johannesburg 


THE HEAD of operations for 
Daewoo, the South Korean car 
gian t, was shot dead in a Jo- 
hannesburg suburb yesterday 
in the latest blow to South 
Africa's attempts to attract for- 
eign investment and tourism. 

Yong Koo Kwon. 50, presi- 
dent of Daewoo Motor South 
Africa, was killed in a pre-dawn 
attack that police described as 
a possible car-jacking attempt 
They said, however that it could 
have been a contract murder. 

“We are worried about the 
crime situation in South Africa,” 


BY ALEX DUVAL SMITH 
in Johannesburg 

said a spokesman at the South 
Korean embassy in Pretoria. 
“This murder can affect the 
business community” 

Carjackings in South Africa, 
already at epidemic levels, in- 
creased by almost 9 per cent 
last year. But Perumal Naidoo, 
head of the police anti- 
car-jacking unit, said the inning 
did not seem to be an ordinary 
attempted theft and could have 
been an assassination. Others 


speculated that the killer or 
killers Bed when the car rolled 
down the driveway and the 
electric gates closed. 

South Africa's Safety and 
Security Minister. Sydney 
Mufamadi, said everything 
would be done to hunt down the 
killers. *T was shocked when 1 
was informed of the fatal shoot- 
ing. On behalf of the South 
African government, I would 
like to express our sincere con- 
dolences and sympathies to 
Mr Yoog*s family colleagues 
and friends.” 


Mr Yong had been at a 
farewell dinner for the Korean 
ambassador on Tuesday night, 
leaving at around 10 pm (20.00 
GMT). He was found at 3am. 
Friends said he bad been par- 
ticularly happy at the dinner be- 
cause he had just received 
news that one of his sons had 
gained admission to a South Ko- 
rean university. 

Richard Newby, managing 

director of Daewoo Electronics 
South Africa, a unit of Daewoo 
Corp South Africa, said Mr 
Vbng's killer or killers did not 


appear to have stolen anything: 
“His cellphone and wallet were 
still there.” 

A representative at the 
South Korean trade centre in 
Johannesburg said the cir- 
cumstances of the feiliing were 
doubly mysterious because Mr 
Yong had driven his car 
through the gates into the 
grounds of the house before be 
was shot 

“We are sure it was not 
just a simple car hijacking. 
Surely it’s a tend of assassina- 
tion, but I don’t know why be 


was killed." said a spokesman. 

Johannesburg is South 
Africa's commercial nerve cen- 
tre, but it also has a reputation 
as the world’s murder capital 
Many wealthy people employ 
armed guards and live in villas 
bristling with alarms and 
ringed with electrified fencin g 
Motorists run the daily risk of 
being shot for their cars by 
young men wielding guns. 

Daewoo's general manager, 
Pieter Coetzee, said Mr Ybng 
was well-liked and had no 
known enemies. The kill i n g 


“did not send out a message of 
confidence”, he said. C Y Kim. 
a counsellor at the South Ko- 
rean embassy said the attack 
could damage South Korean 
investment in the country. 

“Without security we cannot 
do anything” be said. 

Daewoo has been operating 
in South Africa for 30 months, 
and accounts through its im- 
ports for 3.5 per cent of the car 
market It reported a loss in the 
first six months of last year of 
57m (£4m) on sales of 515m. 

A South Korean trade official 


Somalia’s 
new terror 
is drought 


NOBODY IS left in the village 
of Matano. southern Somalia. 
The absolute stillness of 200 
abandoned homes is arresting. 
Some doors swing open, offer- 
ing evidence of flight Clothes, 
pots, beds and water carriers 
left behind speak of a compre- 
hensive and fearful exodus. 

But the devil that stalks this 
village, and hundreds of others, 
is not fighting and social chaos; 
it is drought Water catchment 
holes are bone-dry, food stores 
are empty and the rain-fed 
fields of soighum are nothing 
more than dry stalks. 

“Migration is the very last 
option,” says Roger Carter; the 
United Nations International 
Children’s Emergency Fund 
(Unicefi officer in Bardera, cap- 
ital of Gedo region. “If they don’t 
get more help now, there’ll be 
a major tragedy.” 

Tens of thousands of people 
in the southern regions of Bay, 
Bakol and Gedo are fleeing to 
towns in search of help. They 
are threatened fay one of the 
most devastating droughts on 
record -and by the fact that aid 
agencies are reluctant to help. 

“In terms of assistance, 
Somalia is seen as having 'orig- 
inal sin’," says Lyn Geldof, 
information officer for Unicet 
referring to the disastrous 


By Lucy Hannan 
in Bardera, southern Somalia 

iri tpmfltiftnal h umanitarian anrf 

military intervention in 1992 by 
the United States and the UN, 
which resulted in the killings 
of expatriate aid workers, 
soldiers and journalists. 

Last month, Gianfranco 
Rotigh'ano, Unicefs Somalia 
representative, visited donors 
in Europe to sound the alarm 
on the possibility of a full-scale 
famine, but says he was sent 
away “with a pat on the head”. 
He says: “1 felt stupid.” 

Drought has followed hard 
on the heels of massive flood- 
ing last November, which 
destroyed bouses and farms, 
killed livestock and brought 
disease. Now, with a devastated 
infrastructure and nine years 
without a central authority, 
Somalia has nothing in reserve. 

But trying to prevent yet 
another emergency is seen as 
“crying wolf”, complain aid 
workers, and it is still likely that 
money will come along only 
with the images of death. 

Bringing in international 
assistance is seen as “opening 
a can of worms”, says one food 
officer. The country is run by a 
web of rival clans, and to 
introduce food aid for any group 



Families who have abandoned their villages because of drought wait at Bardera, hoping for food 


would trigger a nightmare of de- 
mands and negotiations. 

Now, a little assistance is 
being overseen by a few in- 
ternational and local staff in 
Bardera. Unicef distributes 
every two weeks bags of “Su- 
per-mix” - dry cereal - meant 
for children under five. Without 
any other rations, everyone 


eats it The condition of many 
children deteriorates. 

Present help ‘‘barely meets 
10 per cent of the needs”, says 
Ah rfinasir Zobe, the local food 
security officer of the UN’s 
World Food Programme. Even 
the arrival this week of one 
truck carrying more supplies is 
not all good news: coming from 


the Kenyan border, the rest of 
the convoy had been delayed by 
hungry villagers en route. 

Aden Mohamed, 30, with a 
famil y of five, admits he is 
surviving on Supermix. “We 
know it is for the children but 
we have nothing else.” When 
the rations run out, the family 
has one cup of sweet tea a day. 


The famil y walked for seven 
days to get to Bardera, leaving 
behind most of their belongings. 

Bardera has become a safe 
haven, says Roger Carter; a 
Unicef officer. Local radio 
stations act as a telephone and 
hanking system. Satellite 
dishes jjrpvide evening enter- 
tainment But the stresses of 


George Mulalo/ Reuters 

disaster are already evident 
fighting in the camps between 
townsfolk and villagers: rising 
prices in the markets; the daily 
struggle to find firewood and 
shelter as more people arrive. 

“ft's like crossing an invisi- 
Welrne." says Ms Geldof. “One 
day it's bearable, the next day 
it’s a disaster.” 


said his country’s investment in 
South Africa was currently 
worth about $80m a year, 
mainly in the electronics, motor 

and heavy industry sectors. 

About 700 South Koreans 
are currently resident in South 
Africa. 

Mr Yong’s killing is the sec- 
ond such incident involving a 
senior foreign businessman 
stationed in the country. In Au- 
gust 1996, Erich Efimer the 
German finance manager of the 
AEG Group, was murdered in 
an attempted car-jacking. 


Jail time 
cut for 
Arabs’ 
killers 

By Patrick Cockburn 
in Jerusalem 


IN A MOVE that is likely to 
anger Palestinians, Israel has 
commuted the sentences of 
several Jews who killed Arabs. 

The decision is particularly 
provocative after Benjamin 
Netanyahu, the Israeli Prime 
Minister, last year refused to 
release Palestinian prisoners 
who, he said, “had blood on 
their hands”. 

Among those benefiting 
from the decision are Ami Pop- 
pen who killed seven Palestin- 
ian labourers in 1990 and will 
see his sentence reduced from 
17 life terms to 40 years. 
Nehemia Mishbaum, who was 
given a 17-year term for 
throwing a grenade into a 
market in 1992, killing a Pales- 
tinian, will now serve five-and- 
a-half years. 

Tsahi HanegbL the Justice 
Minister, said Israel had 
released many Palestinian pris- 
oners under the Oslo accords. 
He said: “I felt we must make 
a similar gesture with regard to 
Jewish prisoners." 

“It is a provocative move,” 
said Ahmed Abdel-Rahman, 
the secretary-general of the 
Palestinian cabinet. “Israel 
should have released those 
who were mentioned in the 
peace accords instead of free- 
ing Jews who killed Palestini- 
ans in cold blood.” 
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Israelis to the 
left, Hizbollah 
in for the kill 


Frontline 

SOUTHERN LEBANON 


NOT LONG after the Gurkhas 
moved into Israeli-occupied 
southern Lebanon as part of 
the UN's 20-year-old peace- 
keeping force, a couple of 
Israeli -paid Lebanese militia , 
men tried to bring their guns 
into the little smuggling village 
ofShebaa. 

Leave your weapons with 
us, said the Gurkhas. A few 
hours later, another group of 
gunmen stopped a patrol of 
Indian troops who were 
escorting their ambassadoc 

Hand over your rifles, the 
militiamen said, until we get 
ours back. The soldiers 
refused. The 2nd Battalion, IV 
Ghurka Rifles, they explained, 
never- ever- hand their guns 
to anyone. 

The boys from Israel's 
South Lebanon Army could 
have saved themselves a con- 
frontation by reading through 
the regiment’s official history. 
In the officers' mess, a notice- 
board records their honours 
with merciless precision; 
Afghanistan 1897-98, 1914-15, 
1934-37, 1939; North Whst Fron- 
tier Province: 1895, 1923-25, 
1931, 1937, 1938, 1939-40, Bagh- 
dad and Knt al-Amara 1916, 
Greece 1918, Turkey 1917-19, 
Syria, 1941, Egypt and Libya 
1942. Italy 1944-45. 

“We take our regiment’s 
history very serious^ Colonel 
Guru Batabyal says unneces- 
sarily. Indeed they do; the 
Gurkhas have lugged their 
regimental silver all the way 
from India to the mess above 
the tiny village of Ebl es-Saqi 
in southern Lebanon. 

They are, after all, in a 
unique position. With Israelis to 
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the left of them, Israelis to the 
right of them - in feet Is raelis 
all round than, with visiting 
Hizbollah trying to kill the Is- 
raelis -the Gurkhas are file only 
UN battalkmoperating entirely 
within the Israeli occupation 
zone. And if the Israelis one day 
deride to leave, the Hizbollah 
and their chums will have some 
scores to settle with the militi- 
amen in the area. It will then 
need a tougfa bunch of soldiers 
to keep the peace -which may 
be why the Gurkhas are here. 

Col Batabyal is a canny 
man. His advance party toured 
the area, noted that Lebanese 
women prefer female doctors, 
that the farm animals were 
often sick and that the children 
liked music. So out came two 
women medical officers from 
the Indian army, a military vet 
(treatment free of charge) and 
a standing invitation to mar ch 
their Gurkha pipers through 
the local schools. “Every sol- 
dier; Mr Fisk, must be made to 
understand that our role is 
peacekeeping, not peace- 
enforcing,” the colonel says. 
Tve told my men to salute, 


smile, be polite and be firm - 
and give old ladies and school 
buses the right of way because 
that is our Indian tradition.'’ 

A half hour in the colonel’s 
office is a mixture of literary 
quotation and military wis- 
dom. The Indians are feD-time 
professional soldiers and offi- 
cer selection will accept only 
300 out of every 120,000 appli- 
cants. Tennyson is quoted with 
approval. “Tfaeir’s not to rea- 
son why; Their’s but to do and 
die,” the colonel says rather 
grandly. Tell that to the Hfebol- 
lah, I say to myseH. But he 
means every word of it 

The TV Gurkhas, still - 
incredibly - calls itself the 
“Prince orWhles 1 Own”. Which 
- given the departure of the 
British in 1948 -seemed to me 
to be taking things a bit too fee 

The colonel, whose eyes be- 
came a good deal harder the 
more they peered at you, read 
my thoughts. “You cannot live 
on past glory alone, otherwise 
you win be bankrupt,” he said. 
“You can take a small loan on 
the past -but you can’t live on 
it for even” 

The 617 Gurkha and Indian 
troops - who include Hindu s, 
Christians and Muslims - had 
their first taste of local sav- 
agery on Christmas Day when 
a pro-Israeli militiaman called 
Ghassan Daher was shot dead 
outside his house in file frozen 
heights ofShebaa. Ear once, it 
wasn’t a Hizbollah job. 

Though he was an intelli- 
gence office t; Daher’s real sin 
was that he knew the identity 
of a man who’d killed Ismael 
Hazira, a smuggler shot dead 
near the Syrian border Daher 



Havuldar Rqj Bahadur Gnrongof the 2nd Battalion, IV Gurkha rifles stationed in Lebanon 


Robert Fisk 


had been silenced. So the 
Israelis “invited" some of the 
locals to vish their intelligence 
officers in a town outside the 
UN zone’ - the Gurkhas 
couldn't prevent them - and 
two young men allegedly con- 
fessed to the killing. 

IbrMqjor Rahul Sherma, it 
was an unusual incident. He 
checks the smugglers out of 
Shebaa each day, their mules 
loaded with Marlboro ciga- 
rettes for Syria, seven boxes to 
a mule, the men returning 


with raw tobacco. They carry 
money, .mobile phones and 
guns - the latter left at a post 
provided by the Gurkhas. 

Instead of a draughty UN 
hut, they provided The Inde- 
pendent with a suite of three 
rooms and a Gurkha who 
would arrive every 10 min- 
utes, snap to attention, then 
prcxJure a teapot of poQshed sil- 
ver, coffee cups and sugar- 
coated biscuits. By his third 
visit, Mr Fisk was beginning to 

|M hTiBC^p)a in| tgltanri ghm 


a real captain- Ami t Sherma, 
the colonel's ADC - arrived 
with superbly hand-written in- 
vitations (emblazoned with 
cross-Kukri insignia) to drinks 
and dinner in the officers' 
mess, it was not difficult to 
imagine haw Capt Fisk mi ght 
become - by morning, of 
course - Viceroy of Lebanon’s 
South East Frontier Province. 

Malcolm Muggeridge once 
reflected that the only Eng- 
lishmen left; are the Indians. He 
should have watched the offi- 


cers at dinner in their smartly 
pressed suits and regimental 
ties and the female doctor in a 
sari, while The Independent's 
man in Lebanon arrived -led 
by Gurkha pipers -in his tra- 
ditional uniform of scuffed 
brown shoes, faded blue cor- 
duroys and old green pullover 
“Only we have to wear the 
lounge suits,” Capt Sherma 
confided gently. “You are the 
guest” Talk about the End of 
Empire. 

Robert Fisk 


Bissau 

hit by 

rebel 
attack 

By Alex Duval smith 
fa Johannesburg _ 

DIPLOMATS WERE txytag 


broker a l . , , , r 

tween the Guinea-Bissau 


government of the Wfest African 

country, after fighting returnee 
to the capital, Bissau- 

The interim Prime Minister, 


that fighting had increased 


troops supporting President 

Joao Bernardo Vieira and me 

army; which opposes his rule. 

“There is a lot of automatic 
weapon fire and a lot of heavy 
shelling,” Mr ftfaul said. He 
added that the foreign and 
defence ministers oflbgo were 
expected in Bissau yesterday to 
broker talks. The ambassadors 
of Portugal France and Sweden 
ore also involved in the diplo- 
matic efforts, he said. 

A French Navy ship.Sfroco, 
is off the coast of Bissau, where 
it is attempting to land 300 
West African peace-keeping re- 
inforcements from Benin and 
Niger. 

On Tuesday it was reported 
to have shelled rebel positions 
but the French ambassador to 
Bissau, Francois ChapeHet, 
denied the claim. Earlier this 
week there were reports that at 
least 30 people had died in Bis- 
sau over the weekend, with 
more than 200 casualties ad- 
mitted to hospital. Many people 
have reportedly sought shelter 
in foreign embassies. 

The peacekeepers are due to 
be deployed as part of a plan 
brokered by the 16-nation Eco- 
nomic Community of West 
African States and the former 
colonial power; Portugal 

The policy, agreed last 
November; envisaged presi- 
dential elections next month 
but did not include plans for dis- 
arming the rebel army. 

The rebellion, which began 
last June and is supported by 
guerrillas from neighbouring 
Senegal has displaced half the 
country's one million people. 


ENDENT 

4 Offer 


ADVANCED 


ECONOMICS 


..r*> -H- AjC-C ? 

: : ‘ > .. . -:-*r.V .. :‘V : . •’:* “A V- 



FROM 


£ 149 ' 


VauxhaU have made it PER MONTH 

infinitely possible to own an Astra Club. 

■With Step Choices 1*2*3, you pay just 
£,149* per month for the first 12 months, rising* to 
£188.25 in the second year. 

Complete with air conditioning, 
full body coloured bumpers and door mirrors. 
6-speaker stereo/radio cassette, and £750 
towards your deposit*. 


ASTRA CLUB 1.6 5~dr Typical example: On the road price £12,250". Period in months: 25. 
rm Deposit £3,999.73, first 12 monthly payments £149*. 2nd 12 monthly payments £188.25*. charge for 
LlJV credit! £2,0M-73, final payment to buy+t £6,173. Total amount payable £14.284.73. 

CONTA 23 ™ HALL ON 0345 400 800 




U W BE BMW®' 


FUfiDffttUMCW* 


#• 


V 






16 


THE INDEPENDENT 
-k-k-k Thursday 4 February 1999 


% 


Business & City Editor; Jeremy Warner 
News desk: 0171-293 2636 Fas: 0171-293 2098 
E-mail: IndyBusiness@Independentco.uk 


BUSINESS 


'»>•- ■’B 


\ 


Briefing 


Wolves conffident of Hflarston win 

WOLVERHAMPTON & DUDLEY, the regional brewer; Last 
night appeared confident of winnrng control of rival 
Marston Thompson & Evershed as earlier indications 
suggested that at least one large shareholder had accepted 
its £288m offer Sources close to W&D said their offer; 
which doses this afternoon, had been well received and a 
number of City analysts were advising cheats to vote for it 
One shareholder in Marston, which launched an 
unprecedented £3 17m bid for W&D, was understood to 
have accepted the offer Marston, the brewer of Padigree 
bitter, said the result was too close to call because several 
investors were still undecided. 

Water chiefs fear tougher price cap 

WATER COMPANY chiefe 
are growing increasingly 
concerned that the industry 
regulator will impose an - 
even tougher price cap on 
them than expected, 
reducing their profits by a 
farther £250m a yean 
They fear that when Ian 
Byatt ofOftoat (pictured) 
publishes his filial price 
controls this sununen he 
will limit the water 
industry’s return on capital 
to as little as 4 per cent This would reduce the 
average household bO! by a farther £&50 on top of the 
£40 cut Mr Byatt already envisages. But it would cost 
the industry between SZOOm and £250m in reduced 
revenues. 

£1m package for KPMG chief 

COLIN SHAJBMAN, the international nhnirman of the 
professional services firm KPMG, received total pay of 
more than Elm last year; according to the firm's annual 
report and accounts published today. Mr Sharman, who 
retains bis international rale, retired as senior partner of 
toe UK practice when the financial year ended on 30 
September 1998. In that period, he saw his executive 
remuneration increase from £510,000 to £665,000. 
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1.00 

964736 

7400.30 

1.64 

Nikkei 


14161.31 

-188.52 

-131 17352.35 

1278730 

1.03 

HwwJSeng. 


9419.B5 

-82A7 

-0.87 11926.16 

6544.79 

3.74 

Dax 


5085.66 

•8121 

-1.57 

8217.83 

3833.71 

1.69 

sap 500 


1272.03 

10.02 

0.79 

1283.64 

923-32 

1J5 

Nasdaa 


2493.16 

29.74 

1J1 

2533.44 

1357.09 

QJ7 

Taranto 300 


6721.40 

37.62 

0.56 

7837.70 

532030 

1.60 

Brazil Bovesoa 

8676.03 

-55.67 

-0.64 12339.14 

4575.69 

7J5 

BelKium Bd20 

3440.47 

-14.72 

-0.43 

3713.21 

2585J4 

2.06 

Amswrdam Excft 

527.12 

-5.87 

-1.06 

600.65 

366.59 

137 

France CAC 40 

4188214 

-54.73 

-1.29 

440434 

2881 J1 

133 

Milan MIB30 


34192.00 

-431.00 

-125 39170.00 

24175.00 

1.19 

Madrid toex 3S 

9844.20 

0.60 

O.Or 10969.80 

6869 SO 

138 

Irish Overall 


5339.23 

44.68 

0.84 

5581.70 

3732-57 

1.49 

S Korea Como 

553.33 

-13.95 

-2.46 

65135 

27737 

0.06 

Australia ASX 

291 8-20 

11 JO 

0.39 2929.60 

2386.70 

3.15 
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MONEY MARKET RATES 

at laMili ftdy 1 W lfrdu 


UK 


3.60 -1.76 550 -1.98 


BOND YIELDS 

IQy r TrcW Utaa*— * I Vr cht 
*.19 -1.88 04 -1.81 


US 


4.97 -0.65 5.10 -0.56 022 12Z- 


0.60- 


lapan 0.49 -0.34 0.51 -0.30 2-42__0-39 3,48_ 0,33 


Germany S.10 -0.43 3.01 -0.78 3.73 -133 4.67 -0.99 
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POUND 

MSiMi Ctaon 

■Vr Af» 

from 1/i/M tar anro 

DOLLAR 

M km duns* -Vr Ago 

Dollar 1.6350 

-0.S4C 1.6461 

Sterling 0.6116 +0.550 

0.6075 

Euns 1.4462 

■OJIc 1.4079 

Euro 1.1300 -0.51C 

1.1665 

VWl 184.68 

-¥0.71 207.25 

Yfcn 113.03 -¥036 

125.82 

E Index 100.30 

-0.40 

105.10 

S Index 104.50 0.00 

109.00 

I OTHER INDICATORS 

OHM 

Of 

Vr «*> 

hdM Of Vr at* 

i Mm 

Brent Oil {$> 10 46 

0.00 

14.64 

GDP 115.40 3.00 112.04 Mar 

GoW CS1 287.55 

-0.90 

295.35 

RPI (64.40 2.80 159.92 Jan 

Silver (S] 5.54 

0.26 

6.39 

Base Rates 6.00 7.25 


mvw. btaofnbcfg.co m/uk 

SOURCE BLOOMBERG 

TOURIST RATES 

Australia ($) 


2.4653 

Mexican (nuevo peso) 

14.99 

Austria (schillings) 
Betuium (Francs) 


19.25 

56.60 

Netherlands (guilders) 
New Zealand (S) 

3.0853 

2.8647 

Canada ($) 


2.4100 

Norway (kroner) 

12.12 

Cyprus (pounds) 


0.8107 

Portugal (escudos) 

279.53 

Denmark (kroner) 


10.46 

Saudi Arabia (rials) 

5.9601 

Finland (markka) 


8.3547 

Singapore (S) 

2.6379 

France (francs) 


9.1983 

South Africa (rands) 

9.4747 

Germany (marks) 


2.7521 

Spain (pesetas) 

23236 

Greece (drachma) 


449.86 

Sweden (kronor) 

12.55 

Kotik Kona ($) 


12.2 9 

Switzerland (francs) 

2J520 

Ireland (punts) 


1.1019 

Thailand (bahts) 

54.49 

Indian (rupees) 


62.46 

TUrkev (Brasil 

527333 

Israel (shekels) 


6.1507 

USA (S) 

1.5979 

Italy (lira) 


2725 



Japan (yen) 


180.13 

/fares for mduTotton purposes only 

Malaysia (ringgits) 


5.9)38 



Malta (lira) 


0.6087 

Source: Thomas Cook 



Takeover Panel throws out GUS appeal 


THE TAKEOVER Panel yester- 
day unanimously dismissed an 
appeal by Great Universal 
Stores relating to its suocess- 
fiil flL Jim bid for Argos last year 

The panel ruled that GUS 
bad no right to appeal against 
an earlier decision by toe 
panel’s executive, which said 
that the Argos board and its 
advisers had not breached toe 
code on takeovers during toe 
bid and had not made state- 
ments that were misleading. 

The panel said GUS bad 
missed toe one-month deadline 
for such appeals and that it 


BY NIGEL COPE 
Associate City Editor 

should have been fadd as much 
by advisers. “The right of appeal 
must have been well known to 
GUS (and certainly to its ad- 
visers) at the tone and yet they 
did not appeal^ the panel said. 

It is understood that GUffs 
chairman. Lord Wolfson, will 
not now carry out his threat to 


Department of H-ade and In- 
dustry aztd House cf Lads, as 


However; GUS was unbowed 
yesterdfiK saying it still had sev- 
eral appeals outstanding with 
the panel over the Argos deal 
Lord Wolfeon said: “We beheve 


mer Argos directors and the 


R is also considered unfikefy he 
will take his case to the 


during toe course of the bid tod 
not conform to' these [the 
paneTs] rules. Tb bended out 
of time, with tiae result thatsncii 
substantive issues wifi not be 
reviewed by the panel, seems 
to us to be unreasonable.* 
The rating comes a year to 


toe day after GUS Launched its 
hostile bid for Argos. After it 
won witoifa raised a 3bn offer; 
Lard Wtf&on, complained to the 
panel that Argos’s then direc- 
tor and advisers had breached 
toe rules with certain claims in 
the bid process. 

The complaints centred on 

Haims made regarding ffie pty- 

fannance of the Argos stores in 
Holland and plans for a home 
delivery operation. 

The former Argos directors, 
mduding chief executive Stuart 
Rose, and Schraders, Us ad- 
visers, denied any breach and 


this view was upheld by toe 
paneTs executive. 

GUS went on toe offensive 
yesterday by disclosing 
Schraders’ £5, 7m fixed fee far 
toe Argos defence, with an ad- 
ditional 2.5 per cent of any 
value offered over 625p a share. 
It further questioned whether 
it was right that an additional 
£L5bn would be pqyahle in the 
event of a successful defence 
against a hostile bid. 

The panel said it would look 
at such “success fees” as well 
as the time period for 
complaints. 


GUS's aggressive actions 
have surprised many in toe 
City, who saw them as 
vindictive. 

Some have seen them as an 
attempt to find another party to 
blame after paying £L9ton for a 
retail group at the peak of toe 
market just ahead of a fell in 
consumer spending. 

Lord Wblfeon has said he 
was acting on a “point oE prin- 
ciple" and that he was seeking 
“a red card” far the Argos team 
and for toe panel’s rules to be 
tightened up. 

Outlook, page 17 
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Mr Major’s new job is with Emerson Electric, which was 
year for aggressive takeover tactics to baying out the UK < 

Major to advise company 
at centre of Astec fkrore 


JOHN MAJOR, toe former 
prime minister; has been 
appointed chairman of the 
European Advisory Council of 
Emerson Electric Company, 
the American group that pro- 
voked a storm of opposition in 
the City last year over its 


Emerson, an electronics 
giant based in St Louis, Mis- 
souri, was faced fay legal action 
tty 18 City institutions when it 
sought to boy out toe minority 
shareholders in Astec; a UK 
listed company; in spring 1998. 

Mr Major already has an 
advisory role with another US. 
company; Carlyle Group, based 
in Washington DC. Carlyle 
Group has been seeking a deal 
with Vickers, the British com- 
pany over toe manufacture of 
armoured vehicles. 


By John willcock 

The ex-prime minister is 
still active potiticaQy, address- 
ing the House of Commons on 
Tuesday on the proposed re- 
form af the House of Lards. 

Mr Major's new job is likely 
to raise eyebrows in toe City. 
Emerson had built a 51 per cent 
stake in Astec and then of- 
fered to buy out the rest at the 
prevailing market juice (rflllp. 
At the same time Emerson 
announced its intention to 
remove three Astec executive 
directors and replace them 
with Emerson appointees, 
while also voting to stop Astecfs 
dividend payments. 

This prompted the 18 mainly 
British institutions which rep- 
resented a quarter of Astec's 
shares to issue a statement say- 



ing tofiy “protested vigorously 
at the tactics currently em- 
ployed by Emerson in its 
attempt to wrest control from 
Astec’s independent board”. 

The group included Clerical 
Medical, Etedra Fleming, Legal 
& General, Norwich Union and 
Royal &SunAffiancc-Thffi chal- 
lenged Emerson’s tactics in the 
courts, but lost Emerson re- 
treated and then qnietty bought 
toe remaining Astec shares at 
the end of last year 

An Emerson spokesman 
said Mr Major’s new rede was 
“designed to advise Emerson 
on the chang in g business cli- 
mate in Europe. He will be 
paid, but toe amount is confi- 
dential The Advisory Council 
wifi meet two or three times a 
yeac and Mr Mqjar may be con- 
sulted on an ad hoc basis.” 


BRUSSELS yesterday stored 
up toe pressure on Britain to; 
rqjom Europe’s Exchange Rate 
Mechanism, highlighting toe 
pound’s volatility as toe side 
impedhnenttoTJKmembership 
of toe euro. 

AskEd about the UK position, 
Yves-Thlbault deSflguy Mone- 
tary Affair s Commissioner, re- 
minded the British government 
that, of toe five criteria for 
membership of the single cur- 
rency “one of them is ERM”. 

After issuing a statement 
praising most aspects of -UK 
ecommaic performance, Mr de 
Sfigitytdd a press conference: 
“If and when the UK decides to 

join the euro it will have to com- 
ply with the same conditions as 
those complied with by the first 
wave countries.” These include 
sticking to the "margins set out . 


vergenoeprogam ro e"in i 
toe Ti-easury outlined how 
icy would match, targets for 
euro membership. Highlighting 
worries on exchange-rate fluc- 
tuations, Brussels called on 
the UKto “continue witoits star 
bihty-oriented framework for 
macro-economic policy with a 
view to achieving exchange- 
rate stability”. 

It held back from a formal 
plea to the UK to join toe ERM 
in deference to the British 
angle currency opt-out By 
contrast, toe Commission said 
Sweden, toe only other EU 
nation neither in the euro nor 
the ERM, was expected to join 
“in doe course". 

Nevertheless, Mr de Sfiguy's 
reminder wifi embarrass (he 
Government which knows that 
re-entering toe ERM would be 
politically explosive- In Sep- 
tember 1982, sterling crashed 
out of the mechanism, under- 
mining the credibility of John 
Major's administration. 

While Tbny Blair’s govern- 
ment appears anxious to pre- 
pare British public opinion for 


By Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 

euro entry, Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor, has denied any 
hTtgwtfa g) to regain the ERML 
Under the Maastricht Treaty; 
membershipQfiheERMftetwD 
years is a precondition of entry 

into monetary union. Since toe 
euro’s debut, the mechanism 
has been replaced by “ERM2", 
launched with Denmark and 
(Greece as members. 

Yesterday Alan Donnelly 
leader of the European Pariia- 
mentaiyLabma' Party jtxned the 
debate, arguing that the treaty 
refers to the original ERM, not 
ERM2, and hence Britain would 
. not be barred from joining im- 
mediately after a referendum. 
He adfed: “Those who say there 
isa.freaty retirement to join 


ERM2 are simply wrong. If the 
fundame ntal economics are 
righl membership (»* otherwise 
becomes an irrelevance.” 

Although the li member 
states are unlikely to hold 
Britain to the letter of toe 
Maastricht Treaty’s two-year 
stipulation, a prolonged period 
of exchange-rate stability would 
almost certainty be demanded. 

That wffl be a problem for the 
Chancellor, and could force 
him to shadow the euro even if 
he escapes the foil ERM mem- 
bership provisions. Otherwise 
Brussels gave toe UK a good 
bill of health, approving “real- 
istic” projections of public 
finances bring dose to bal- 
ance by 2002 hi ghlighting 
the rising level of government 
investment as a share of GDP 
Outlook, page 17 


quarter 
point rate cut 


A SERIES of gloomy business 
surveys published yesferifey 
fuelled speculation that toe 
Bank (rf England would today 
deliver its fifth successive cut 
in interest rates, writes Lea 
Paterson. 

The Bank’s Monetary Policy 
Committee gives its decision at 
midday with most in toe City 
expecting another quarter- 
point cut This would take rates 
to 5.75 percent, their lowest for 
almost three years. 

Fresh evidence yesterday of 
weak retail spending and a 
slowdown in. the service sector 
strengthened the case for far- 
ther rats; said OtyanatystsL The 
speculation sent sterling lower 
agai ns t toe euro: the pound 
weakened 0.28p to 69.26p. 

The Confederation <rf British 
Industry’s monthly distribu- 
tive trades survey was weaker 
than anticipated, with 38 per 
cent of retailers saying sales in 
January were lower than a 


SG Paribas covets UK’s high bank charges 


SG PARIBAS, France’s new 
£lObn financial giant, yesterday 
said it would more than double 
its profitability if it could levy the 
same high charges on cus- 
tomers as British banks. 

Daniel Bouton, vice chair- 
man of SG Paribas, said: “We 
would have a return on equity 
of 40 per cent if we worked with 
the prices and margins you 
have in toe UK market" 


By Andrew Garfield 
Financial Editor 

Currently, French banks, 
including Soridte Gdndrale, 
which this week merged with 
Paribas to create the new 
French banking group, enjqya 
return on equity of onty 15 per 
cent, against Uoyds-TSB’s 30 
percent 

M Bouton’s claims came just 


a week after Don Cnnckshank, 
the farmer telecoms watch- 
dog, launched a year-long UK 


into the competitiveness of 
British banks. 

Mr Bouton said Soefefe 
Gdnriale was in feet far more 

efficient that its British rivals, 

but was less profitable than 
comparable British banks 
because unfair competition 


from state and mutual-owned 

hanks Im pt hanking ma rgins in 
France uneconomically kjwr 

He said he believed that 
Barclays and Uoyds-TSB were 
both looking to break into 
France by acquisition. But he 
warned toe UK players that' 
tbrir experience in Britain did 
not prepare them for the 
tougher realities in France. 

“You [in Britain} have a very 


Special situation because of 
the high returns made by the 
predominantly retail barks,” he 
said 

The problem'&r the banks 
in France, he said, was not so 
much getting costs down, as 
these were already relatively 
low, but to raise toe income 
fine; 

At a meeting with the bank’s 
44.00 London-based staff last 


night, toe two heads of toe 

ffftmhinwl h ank: lEgmiftfi fn/f talk 

of job cuts of 20 per cent as 
scaranongering put about by 
headhunters. 

A three-person committee 


the integration of toe invest- 
ment bank. They' will in turn 
appoint 15 working groups to 
advise them on specific areas 
erf business. 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 


LONDON 


AFTER A three-day winning run 
fbotsie lost ground, giving up 72.7 
points to 5,9404p. Even the mid 
cap index, in rampant form lately 
suffered a modest setback. Trading 
was again heavy, with turnover 
reaching 14 billion shares. 

The market discounted the 
possibility of yet lower interest 
rates, paying more attention to 
gloomy comments from the 
Confederation of British Industry. 
British Airways was one Fbotsie 
constituent to ride out the caution, 
gaming 16p to374.5p. 

Derek Pain, page 21 


NEW YORK 


STOCKS rose for the first time in . 
three days after the Federal 
Reserve left benchmark interest 
rates unchanged, fuelling 
confidence that profits would rise 
as the economy grows with little 
inflation. Online brokerages 
surged, and Intel led a rally in 
semiconductor shares after 
forming ventures wife Mattel and 
Analog Devices. 

The Dow Jones gained 92£9 
points, or 1 per cent, to 9466-81- 
The S&P 500 gained 10.08 to 
L272.07 and the Nasdaq climbed 
29.99, or IS per cent, to 2,493.4L 


TOKYO 


STOCKS FELL for the third 
successive day with the rising yen 

and faffing h/wirk nmto rmining 
sentiment The benchmark Nikkei 
225 Index dosed down 18&52 points, 
or 141 per cent, at 14461.31- March 
futures slid 80 points to 14JB0. 

Global blue chips, including Sony 
Honda and Canon, suffered from the 
yen’s appreciation. Falling bonds hit 
shares in banks, major holders of 
government debt '. 

Sumitomo Rubber backed the 
trend, jumping almost 8 per cent on 
news its planned Hnk with the . US 
tyre giant Goody eat 


FRANKFURT 


PROFTFIAJKING ahead of 

yesterday’s US interest-rate 
decision undermined German 
stocks. The efectnooicalty-traded 
Xeira DAX ended down 74*88 
points, or L.45 per emit, at 
5,090.07- The floor DAX fell 14 7 
percent to 5,085.66 potato. 

One trader said: "Domestic 
players aren’t doing anything and 
we’re basically waiting for what 
happens in America .” 

Bank stocks - which chalked op 
solid gains earlier ta the week 
following toe SocGen/Paribas Hnk- 

np - were among toe major faUers. 


SAG PAULO 


SHARES ended weaker as profit- 
taking continued ontheback of a 
calm foreign exchange market, 
which also drove away buyers who 
had sought to make money on the 
back of a weaker real. 

The blue-chip Bovespa index - 
lost 0.64 percent to finish/at 8,676 
points, after reaching a session 
faugh of 8,897. The market 
bellwether, Telehras, dosed down - 
0.79 per cent “It’s time for profit- 
taking. Things are no longer 
rough, With toe real/dollar rate 
stabilising and interest rates 
steady” said atradec 
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year ago, while 29 per cent 
said sales were higher Alastair 
Eperon of the CBI said: “The 
drop in volumes in January 
dashed hopes of a lift from 
new year sales activity” 

The monthly Chartered In- 
stitute of Purchasing and Sup- J. 
pty (CUPS report on services f 
found that the sector shrank in 
Jamiaryfar the third successive 
month. 

CIPS said toe benchmark 
purchasing managers’ index 
GPMD registered 48.6 in Janu- 
ary compared to 47.4 in De- 
cember. Any PMI reading 
below 50 indicates toe fectoris 
contracting. 

However; toe increase in the 
index between December and 
January suggests that the rate 
of contraction is slowing. 

Several analysts cautioned 
against reading too much into 
the surveys, which tend.to.flue- 
tu ate m&rkedty from month to 
month.' . . 
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GUS complaint leaves a sour taste 


il-?**?? first ann ^ersary yes- 
terda y * °»e launch ofGrSt Uni- 

Stores* hostile bidX ^L 

^ueretaferArgos.K^s^ 
^ dgy on which the Takeover 


ri*«idttwuui4touk in 
***** ftw" wv %wi fV'ji i 
liaw J*f-rlrtd (of iikV;i 


^gTS’lS 

Perhaps foe panel is trying to 
rSTiSS” 4 ; ktoeeyes <* some, 

Lort Wofeon ’s initial complaint to 

Takeover PianeTs executive last 

May was petulant and viwflctive, 
not to mention offensive and a 
waste of time. The executive ecm- 
dudedm June that no breach of the 
City Takeover Code had 
place. Bat Lord Wblfeon is not the 
sort to take no for an answer and 
decided eventually to appeal 
against the pnv»rfn»>s _ 



fidl paneL Sl °“ e 

His actions smacked then of a 
man who had overpaid for the busi- 
ness and was seeking to take it out 
on someone else. They still do. as 
yesterday’s eight-page rant from 
the GUS camp against the ruling 
amply demonstrates. 

The panel of course, is too pofite 

to say as much. So instead it has 


Outlook 

contented itself with turning Lord 
Wbhson down on a technicality - 
that he did not get his appeal in on 
time. 

The rules are straightforward 
enough and had Lord Wblfson or his 
advisers, Merrill Ly nch, mnnagnH 
to get as far as page four of the 
Takeover Code they could have 
read it in black and white. Any 
appeal has to be lodged within one 
month. Lord Whitson took four and 
a half months. 

In anticipation perhaps ffr«t he 
was likely to lose the argument, 
Lord Whitson's advisers have been 
furiously peddling the line that his 
complaint against Argos was based 
on a point of principle. 


If that was the case, it is odd that 
he should have personally pursued 
four A^gos directors, most of whom 
are now out of a job, writing a four- 
page letter containing the thinly 
veiled threat oflegal action. 

A less charitable but more plau- 
sible interpretation of Lord Wolf- 
son’s actions was that he was 
seeking to get a favourable ruling 
from the panel under his belt as a 
prelude to taking the four directors 
and Schroders to the courts and 
thence to the cleaners. 

Along the way, he has made few 
friends. Bbr the first time in the 
panel's 3 1 -year existence, he chose 
to question the impartiality of the 
executive’s director-general Alis- 
tair Defriez, on the grounds that he 
is on secondment from SBC War- 
burg Dillon Read, the brokers to 
Aigos. Presumably Lord Wolfson 
overlooked the foci that Warburgs 
is also 6118*8 principal adviser. 

The one crumb of comfort Lord 
Wolfson can take is that the panel 
has promised to look at foe practice 
of investment banks being paid a 
higher success fee in the event of 
fighting off a hostile bid - as was the 
case with Schroders. 

But otherwise, the entire episode 
leaves a sour taste in the mouth. 


Today Lord Wolfeon ought to feel 
just a little chastened as well as a 
little wiser, but the betting is he 
won’t. 


ERM poser 

what A SHAME it is when the cool 
r easoning of economics is disrupt- 
ed by the dirty realism of politics. 
The new offensive by the European 
Commission to get the UK into the 
post-euro version of the European 
Exchange Bate Mechanism could 
be seen as pure mischief-making, 
given the realities of British politics. 

The penalty the Conservatives 
paid in opinion polls for the 1992 
ERM fKgarfwmMTMi no Britis h gfly- 

emment will ever be willing to take 
the pound back into a formal mech- 
anism as a prehide to joining tbe sin- 
gle currency Ministers arid officials 
insist that it is not a requirement of 
the Maastricht Treaty, and that a 
period of reasonable exchange-rate 
stability between the pound and the 
euro will be enough. 

This makes perfect economic 
sense. All that matters is that the 
British economy should behave 
enough like the continental 
economies that UK membership of 


the single currency will not cause 
undue strain. Gordon Brown’s five 
tests, including the impact on jobs 
and investment and the degree of 
flexibility in the economy. arc laugh- 
ably vague and judgemental. But 
they nevertheless capture what 
really matters in the big euro 
decision in a way the forma] Maas- 
tricht criteria never did. 

However if our friends in Brus- 
sels do decide to make a fuss about 
the formality of the pound's mem- 
bership in the ERM. as opposed to 
the reality of its behaviour for the 
next couple of years, the only pur- 
pose can be to exert pressure on the 
UK in other ways. This could well 
turn out to be fester movement 
towards fiscal har mon i sation than 
Britain might otherwise desire. 

A1 though it carries its own diffi- 
culties. opinion inside Euroland 
has swung decisively in favour of 
fester integration on this front 
Both Dominique Strauss-Kahn. the 
French finannp. minigtpr and Oskar 

Lafontaine, his German counter- 
part, have signalled their desire for 
it First-wave members will want 
new members to keep up. 

Unfortunately this too is pretty 
much a taboo area in British poli- 
tics at present Despite the 


incredibly successful launch of the 
new currency, a sensible policy 
debate about British membership 
of the euro looks as remote as ever. 

Pension chaos 

MYSTIFIED ABOUT pensions? Any- 
one planning for their retirement in 
the past few years would be forgiven 
for feeling overwhelmed. Just as 
they start craning to terras with one 
new assortment of initials and pro- 
posals on the pension front along 
comes another to confuse them 
even further. 

As if to confirm everyone's belief 
that pensions are far too compli- 
cated for common mortals, the 
Treasury yesterday published plans 
for yet another investment “vehicle" 
we will be allowed to use for our 
retirement planning. 

This so-far unnamed new model 
(don’t call it a Lisa, the bureaucrats 
hate the term), aims to be more flex- 
ible than both the occupational 
pensions already available from 
most large employers, and the 
stakeholder pensions announced in 
December. Most of us win, however; 
struggle to see the unique selling 
proposition. 


By giving pooled investments 
from unit and investment trust 
funds the same tax breaks as 
ordinary pension schemes, the 
Government is hoping to create a 
new breed of cheap, flexible pen- 
sion that we will be able to start and 
stop at will, without incurring 
heavy charges. 

Treasury ministers seem to hope 
that by doing so, they wiU WH off the 
existing personal pensions system, 
in which life companies offer 
expensive products with heavy sur- 
render penalties. The idea is that 
insurers will be forced to compete 
on price with more competitive 
unit and investment trusts. 

Nothing wrong with that, it might 
be said. However, clarity and sim- 
plicity are usually the most impor- 
tant things when it comes to 
investment, and on this front the 
new Government doesn't seem to 
be making much progress. The 
proposed changes replicate many 
features already available else- 
where with personal pensions. 

The Treasury seems only to be 
creating more confusion on the 
pension front. The only realty 
exciting thing about the proposals 
was the name Lisa - and now they 
even want to take that awav. 




3*CA*m* 


fcrt 4nM my 

Miferafo f 1 frwfr 

nqtmlbhwiofrwuij 
i*mm $ncr if* 
Cite aKtaflMai 

ill JfeMNWt m* 


Atop famiHfe 
ftrfar 
prfWtFpMfttUte 
fefePtitoriNHk 
iw 

■te* ttribw 
t 4 

•WHfimup thivr ' 
yfeiwfe to fea 


FJv\T. 
Ntviirr.i ; 

Ufvar*- . 

AM • 
stale-. ,;r.- 
Rhi*:!; ;■ 

b,: 

\ : 

L'lKUMVt'-. 
font »,< i.’.'v. 

hr 

fcrr*A.j> . ■ 

tea J favCM 
»*tu' Jjt 
finni'i'*-*, 
im<*r . ■ 

Ike 

uuv-. : • 

li;:; 


quarter 
: rate cut today 


W jTHtetby 
«ao« tfMrf ttw 

A nHhilllfl fafellfe 

l iniuHL f 

A* 

m!$ U.fo* i'jft*** 
fnt 


;K 

tdi'w anA 4 
rwttetof 

ite- 

•' 

Rt»pO: 

.Jy 

WH* AH [*« 
no lb»rt JK 


■ }V*r 4iL\‘. • 

v*;r «4* 

’ ' ir : 

1 “ 

dll^trff 

'iti< m < 
i i ! f.‘ • 

nu‘i i 
i il“ 

fji ' 

_fI;WL •« v • - 

n/i 

i-Triill'" \ 

hnn. 1 * 

Oiv.it.'.: - - 

n-y*™ ■ 

H-’.a 

Jjwcwi'-. 

i.4 

■»r ■- \- '.- 

*** f>' 

-ter 


i charges 


fllnV : f?V Jb*' 
I'jtaUte'lR- 
.... S ;l 

tfee fiwnfe- 

e dthi'tL ; 

7*;ULi£.y fM<- 

* - 

-• • • • 


In Brief 


Granada creates 
2,500 new jobs 

Granada, the media «nd 
hotels group, is to create 
r over 2,500 jabs in its roadside 
catering and Travelodge 
businesses as it expands its 
leisure operations. 

The news came as a 
’ Granada statement at its 
'• annual meeting yesterday 
said current trading was 
’*■ “very positive”. However; the 
- compapy dismissed 
*• speculation that it might 
- : ^get Whitbread as an 
' acquisition, stressing that 
: the company's priority was 
organic growth. 

Global tyre giant 

GOODYEAR, the US tyre 
' giant, yesterday merged its 
worldwide operations with 
. Sumitomo Rubber of Japan 
. creating tbe world’s largest 
• tyre maker with sales of 
$15.5bn i£9.6bn). 

1 The US company wifi be ; 

the dominant partner ah'd 
will control the European 
and US businesses of the 
enlarged groiq) after paying 
$936m to Sumitomo. The link 
will lead to 2 , 600 job losses in 
Goodyear's US workforce. 

Synstar to float 

ROGER FERRIS, chief 
executive of Synstag and four 
fallow directors are expected 
own shares worth around 
' E15m when the computer 
services group joins the 
London Stock Exchange in 
March after less than 18 
months in private hands. 

Synstar, a management 
buyout from Granada for 
£89m in September 1997, may 
be valued at £ 200 m. 

3i’s campaign 

31 the venture capital group, 
is to launch a lobby campaign 
to convince shareholders in 
rival Electra to accept its 
fil^hn offer. 3i is expected to 
urge the investment trust's 
mam shareholders to put 
pressure on the Electra 
board to agree to a takeover 

Lucas reassures 

E UTY yesterday 

its 50.000 retired 
; that their 

pensions would not be put at 
risk hy the company’s sale to 
aTJS rival. 

Lucas wrote to ail its 
pensioners to tell them that 
union fears of a raid by a US 
bqyer on its pension fond 
surplus - valued at up to 
fii-gfrn — were unfounded- 
Lucas has agreed to a £4bn 
takeover by Urn US 
en gin^ai-mg group TRW. 



Tie book wholesaler, Bertrams, and the public library book supplier Cypher are join- 
ing forces to form a new book wholesale venture, Bertram Group, backed by £54m 
of equity funding from Mercury Asset Management Private Equity. From left: Julian 
Rivers and Raymond Grey of Bertram Group and Jeremy S barman of Mercury 

US brokers seek to 
curb Internet frenzy 


THE AMERICAN securities 
indu stry fa seeking ways to curb 
wild swings in Internet-related 
stocks as investors continue 
their frenzied pursuit of profits, 
many of them trading onlin e 

from home computers without 
advice from specialist brokers. 

WaD Street has reded in re- 
cent months from the impact of 
galloping Internet stocks and 
soaring popularity of online 
trading, leading over the Web 

rose 34 per centin the last quar- 
ter of fast year About one in 
seven Stock trades in the US are 
now conducted in cyberspace. 

Latest estimates show that 
online trading in January may 
have leapt by between 25 and 50 
percent Most of foe increase 
was due to foe seemingly un- 
stoppable interest of individual 

investors in Internet stocks 
such as Amazon.com and 


By David Usbobne 
in New York 

the cyber-auction site. eBay. 

Concern is rising that some 
investors, overwhelmed by the 
prospect of fabulous hi-tech 
gains, may be over-exposed. 
While Internet stocks have 
risen strongly across the board, 
many individual issues have 
fluctuated wildly sometimes 
by up to 40 per cent in an hour; 
eBay moved between $160 and 
$220 on 22 January. 

This week Charles Schwab, 
the leader in online brokerages, 
said it was increasing from 50 
per cent to 70 per cent foe 
amount of investor assets - or 
maintenancemar^n-required 
to back izpaqy of 23 Internet and 
computer-related funds bought 

with borrowed money. 

The Nasdaq exchange, home 


to most hi-tech listings, has con- 
sidered rules that would allow it 
to suspend trading in individual 
stocks when prices move too fast 
on a single day But a Nasdaq 
panel yesterday rejected foe 
proposal, as some brokers voiced 
concern about how the halts 
would be triggered and whether 
they would worsen price swings. 

At the same time the Securi- 
ties aikl Exchange Commission 
has been dehiged with com- 
plaints from investors about&l- 
tering service from online 
brokerages. Most problems have 

been caused by websites simply 
un^Me to cope with demand. Yes- 
terday, E-Trade, foe number 

three online brokerage, suffered 

a freezing of its site and had to 
apologise to customers. 

As demand grows, the online 

dpfliing j am may get much 
worse before it gets better 


Shakeout helps FSA recruit staff 
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the city jobs shake-out has 

come to the aid of the Financial 

Services Authority iF5A), 

potting an end to a recruitment 
cs$Jstha£ threatened to com- 
promise foe City watchdogs 
effectiveness in its first year. 

Howard Davies, FSA chair- 
man. said yesterday that with 
more popple coming on to the 


BY ANDREW GABMELD 

Fina ncial Editor 

City salaries have raced away 
are lawyers, accountants and 
compliance officers in the se- 

Those have been 


authority to underspend its 
budget by ElOm last year was 
dose to hrfng dosed. Average 
pay to the City rose by 5 per 
cent last yeai; be said. 

“The difficult areas where 


ainKunw 1 ^- — t, 

12 months, 1 * he said. 

The SFA bead count is now 

SISSS3SK 


putting on tne ^ ” 

Speople we would reennt, Mr 

pavies said. 


The high turnover caused by 
integrating foe various regula- 
tors, foe move to Canary Wharf 

and the difficulty in finding re- 
placements has put unaccept- 
able pressure on existing staff 
and delayed some projects. 

The FSA claims to offer 
g a|nrips competitive with com- 
parable City firms, but it can- 
not match the large bonus 
elements of City packages. 

The higher staff level means 
that foe control total fertile FSA 

budget next year will rise by 9 
per cent to £i5&5m, although 
that figure is just 1.9 per cent 


higher than the £l45m the FSA 
would have spent if it bad had 
its full staff complement in 
1998/99, a faD in real terms. 
Salaries are the biggest item in 
the FSA budget, accounting for 
£104.6m or 66 per cent 

Mr Davies said the costs 
associated with the move to 
Canaiy Wharf were £l3m last 
yeah but savings in terms of 
lower support costs were 
already being made. 

The banks have also gained 
a one-off saving of £30m as a 
result of the shift to foe FSA’s 
fee-based system. 


BT to invest £5bn on making 
network faster for millions 


MILLIONS OF UK households 
will sign up to high-speed 
Internet services from British 
Tfelecom by 2004 as part of a 
£5bn. five-year investment pro- 
gramme, foe telephone giant 
predicted yesterday. 

Sr Peter Bonfield, BT"s chief 
executive, said he expected 
“several mflUon” residential 
customers to sign up for the 
service over the next five years. 

BTis c u rre n t l y preparing to 
offer a technology called ADSL, 
which allows ordinary copper 
telephone wires to carry data 
to its residential customers at 
speeds up to 40 times faster 
than the best available modem. 

The move follows foe com- 
pletion of a trial involving 2,000 
customers to west London, 
which the company says has 
gone weH Industry observers 


BY Peter Thal Larsen 

expect the technology to be 
formally launched nationally 
later this yean 

“We are very positive about 
BTs commitment to ADSL,” 
said Claire Rothman, telecoms 
analyst at SG Securities. “They 
have been cautious about 
roHing it out until now, because 
sometimes you can be too eariy 
with new technology." 

The launch will be part of the 
investment programme an- 
nounced yesterday, which will 
extend BTs networks in tbe UK 
and continental Europe, allow- 
ing the company to offer a range 
of new services at lower prices. 

The network is based on 
Intemetprotocols, which divide 
voice and data traffic into BwflU 
packages and fire them down 


fibre-optic cable at high speed. 
The technology increases the 
amount of telecoms traffic BT 
can cany, while bringing down 
costs and allowing it to ofier new 
services. This could stem the 
steadyflowof large business cus- 
tom's to rival operators such as 
Colt and WorldCom. 

“This is a major milestone in 
creating the foundation for 
electronic business cm a pan- 
European scale," scud Chris 
Earnshaw BTs engineering and 
technology director 

The amount of data traffic to 
the UK is expected to grow by 
more than 150 per cent over the 
next five years, creating a mar- 
ket worth up to £10bn. The use 
of Internet protocols will even- 
tuafiy make it impossible to dis- 
tinguish between voice and 
data traffic. 


BT has just finished building 
its pan-European network 
which stretches across 36.000 
kilometres and links London 
and most of the major business 
centres in Europe.^ The network 
will be formally opened in 
Amsterdam next month. 

Over the next five years, BT 
will expand the network in the 
UK to increase its reach. By the 
time it is complete, three-quar- 
ters of BTs existing business 
customers will be no more than 
500 metres from a direct con- 
nection to fibre-optic cable. 

Other operators such as 
MCI WorldCom, Cable & Wire- 
less and KPN Qwest, a joint 
venture between Dutch and 
US telecoms operators, are at 
various stages of building pan- 
European networks based on 
Internet protocols. 


Send a Valentine message to your 
loved one and you could 

WIN a weekend for 
two at Grayshott Hall 

‘In the Spring a young man's fancy lightly turns to thoughts of love', wrote Alfred, 
Lord Tennyson, and once again this year The Independent will be publishing your 
romantic, mysterious, fanny and just plain daft messages to your loved one (and Of 
course you don't have to be young or a man to indulge). In time for Valentine's Day 
we wffl send on your behalf an anonymous card telling the recipient to look for 
his/her personal message in The Independent on Sunday. 

The sendee of the. best and most p originaJ. message published will 

win z wea^ersc ror mo at 

Grayshott Hail Health Fitness Retreat in Surrey - foe former 
country home, of Tennyson - and foe runner-up will W2rS Z 

rmcLweeic two-nEgftt stzy for two. 

So jist compose your message, follow the instructions below - and 
then you can start dreaming of two days unwinding with your loved 
one in beautiful, relaxing surroundings, revitalising your bodies with rejuvenating hy- 
drotherapy. swimming together in foe heated Indoor pool, getting back into trim in 
foe gym. enjoying natural therapies. ..and, of course, delicious and healthy food. 1 
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YOUR DETAILS (in opals) 
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How is it that all these 
gloomy businessmen are 
employing more people? 
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START with an immediate 
question and a bigger puzzle. 

u e /™™ e< ^ ate question is 
how test UK interest rates win 
come down; the bigger puzzle 
“ Wfflt a actuaily : happening 
to the British economy. 

Of course, the two are 
closely related If Britain is 
indeed flirting ^ recession, 
as the mainline City fore- 
casters are predicting, then 
rates will come down very 
swiftly. If not, the fell will stni 
occur but will take longer 

The puzzle is that the UK 
data do not add up. Somethin g 
is happening that we don't yet 
understand. On the one hand, 
surveys of business confi- 
dence point to recession, and 

the economy did seem to slow 

during the last quarter of last 
yean but the number of people 
in jobs and the hours being 
worked continue to rise. 

We will get some direct 
information on interest rates 
this afternoon, for the Bank of 
England's Monetary Policy 
Committee is meeting now. 
But whether we get the next 
little bit off rates this month 
or next is less important than 
the feet that the do w nward 
trend is clearly quite secure. 

You have to have an extra- 
ordinary faith in the powers of 
monetary policy to believe 
that it makes much differ- 
ence whether one-quarter or 
half a percentage point off the 
cost of short-term funds is 
going to make much differ- 
ence to the trend in the econ- 
omy. It is much more 
important that people are 
convinced that money will 
continue to become cheaper 
and that businesses see ster- 
ling continuing at a reasonable 
level The case for the nib- 
bling, quarterpoint cuts is as 
much their indirect impact on 
confidence as their direct imr 
pact on the cost of funds. But 
a month or two of delay in rate 
cuts will not do much harm. 

The bigger puzzle is 
whether an economy with 
gloomy businesses can real- 
ly continue growing. Loofc at - 


team at Tokai Bank have 
fitted the trend in business 
optimism, as measured by 
CBI surveys, with the actual 
performance of the economy 
going back almost20 years. It 
is a neat piece of work; car- 
rying the obvious message 
that we are in for a recession 
of similar magnitude to those 
of the early 1980s and early 
1990s. 

When you see something 
like that, you have to sit up and 
think, for the implications are 
pretty alarming. Whatever 
arguments you make about 



Hamish 

McRae 

The UK data do not 
add up. Something is 
happening that we do 
not yet understand 


the CBI over-represen ting the 
views of big business, the 
impact of deflation on profits, 
or the particular difficulties 
faced by exporters, the plain 


community appears to be as 
fearful of the fixture as it was 
when we headed into the last 
two recessions. And they were 
very unpleasant 
Now look at the lower of the 
two graphs. Not only has 
employment been rising 
almost every month for the 
past four years, but the num- 
ber of hours worked has been 
climbing steadily too. As the 
Deutsche Bank economics 
team, which highlighted those 
figures, puts it “The current 
pattern of data is truly mys- 
terious." These profoundly 


gloomy business people are 
busily taking on more staff 
and they are not doing so out 
of altruism or some desire to 
encourage social cohesion. 
They must be doing so 
because there is a lot of ^ work 
to be done. 

There is a common-sense 
way of solving a bit of the 
puzzle. The clue is that most 
of the additional employment 
is part-time, and that which is 
not seems to be on short- 
term contract So these 
gloomy businesses are coping 
with the workload not by 
staffing up on a permanent 
basis, but by pulling in tem- 
porary labour The managers 
have been told that they can- 
not hire any new people, but 
they still have to get the work 
done. So they hunt around for 
the assorted army of temps, 
contract workers, interns and 
students. 

The feet that students now 
have to pay fees has probably 
increased the supply of part- 
time workers. And anecdotally 
there is, at least in the south 
of England, enormous 
demand for them. Our labour 
force is becoming much more 
tike the American one. 

But that does not solve the 
core of the puzzle, which is 
that hours worked seem to 
keep on rising, despite the 
most recent evidence that the 
service sector may be follow- 
ing manufecturing and seeing 


GLOOMY COMPANIES, RISING EMPLOYMENT 
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a feU-off in demand. I can see 
only three possible explana- 
tions. 

The first is that something 
has been changed by deflation. 
Companies are experiencing 
a phenomenon they have 
never experienced before; a 
relentless, grinding pressure 
on prices that looks like car- 
rying on and on and on. True, 
their raw material prices are 
felling even faster, but that 
may make them feel even 
more vulnerable. These input 
prices might come up; and 
even if they don’t maybe the 
squeeze felt by, say, the oil 
companies will be extended' 
further along the production 
chain. This might explain the 
excessive gloom of the CBI 
members: it is deflation ratber 
than recession that is spook- 
ing them. 

The second explanation is 
that there is a Lag in the em- 
ployment data. These figures 
are unlikely to be wrong, 
because they are measuring 
hard numbers. But lags are 
the bane of economists. 
Maybe both employment and 
hours worked will start to fell 
in the next few months, or 
maybe they have already 
started to fell in the past few 
weeks and that has not yet 
come through in the statistics. 

The third possibility is that 
the economy is actually still 
expanding at a decent dip and 
will cany on expanding, albeit 
more slowly, through the rest 
of this year. In other words the 
output data, which show some 
signs of slowing are wrong. 

It is extremely hard to 
measure the output of many 
service industries. Ybu can 
count the number of people 
flying through Heathrow, but 
you cannot count the informal 
economy - the economy that 
takes place outside the tax net 
We are currently switching to 
self-assessment which is 
boosting government rev- 
enues because, in effect, two 
years of tax are being col- 
lected in one yean But maybe 
foe disagreeable experience of 
that is giving an incentive to 
the army of self-employed to 
shift a bit more of their activ- 
ities into the informal econo- 
my. We just don't know. 

At any rate, predictions of 
zero growth this year are now 
common in the City My guess 
is still that the slowdown this 
year win be less marked than 
the markets at present think, 
although more marked than 
the Chancellor thought last - 
November. 

The greater test, for all 
sorts of reasons, will be foe 
year 2000. But we have to get 
there first 




Sacked Royal staff claim £25m 
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ROYAL & SunAiliance today 
faces a Haim for £25m from for- 
mer employees in a test case 
with critical implications for the 
way companies conduct take- 
overs and mergers. 

The Manufacturing Science 
Finance union is claiming com- 
pensation on behalf of 5,000 
staff who lost their jobs when 
Royal Insurance merged with 
Sb Alliance to form the new 

Union lawyers today start a 
“class action' 1 at Liverpool 
Employment Tribunal cla i m - 
■ ing that management defied a 
European directive when it 
foiled to consult employees 

before making them redundant. 


By Barrie clement 
L abour Editor 

If the company is successful 
other merged group®, such as 
CGU and Norwich Union, will 
face gimilar daims together 
amounting to another £ 18 m. 
The case will also set a prece- 
dent for all mergers and take- 
overs in Britain. 

Roger Lyons, general sec- 
retary of the MSE said yester- 
day that if the union failed in its 
litigation, the Government 
would be forced to introduce 
fresh law to ensure that the UK 

abided by the directive. 

The European statute 
stipulates that there should be 


three mouths of consultation 
with employees if a merger 
will mean job losses or 
closures. 

Mr Lyons said that the 5,000 
sacked workers at RSA first 
heard their jobs were under 
threat when the company let 
the figure slip on Radio Fbur's 
Today programme. “They 
choked on their Rice Krispies. 
This is not the^ way to tell people 
they are going to lose their 
jobs." 

He pointed out that the 
directive on collective redun- 
dancies states that workers’ 
representatives should be 
involved in the derision-making 
process before there was any 


“contemplation" of redun- 
dancies. 

The union is concerned that 
the tribunal on Merseyside 
might adhere to another legal 
ruling which found that the 
amalgamation of Royal Insur- 
ance and Sun Alliance was a 
‘iranste(rfshares”,notamBB- 
ei; and therefore not susceptible 
to European law. “If that were 
the case, there would be a glar- 
ing loophole in British law which 
is duty bound to reflect the 
European directive," he said. 

If the decision goes against 
the union, Mr Lyons said he 
would complain to the Euro- 
pean Union under Article 169 of 
the Treaty of Rome. 
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Sage pays £88m for 
US software supplier 


SAGE, the accounting software 
group, has strengthened its 
operations in the United States 
by buying Peachtree, a rival 
supptien for £88m, writes Peter 
Thai Larsen. 

The deal complements 
Sage’s existing US operation, 
which is based on State of the 
Art (SOTA), the West Coast- 

based software group that Sage 
bought a year ago. 

Peachtree, based in Atlanta, 
sells accountancy software to 
small business users through re- 
tail outlets. SOTA sells mainly 
through value-added resellers. 

Sage bought the business 
from Automatic Data Process- 
ing, the US services giant, 


which had originally planned to 
float the company on the stock 
market but changed its mind 
last October when the financial 
markets hit trouble. 

“Vfe have been looking at the 
US entry level market for a 
while,” said Paul Walken Sage’s 
chief executive. “Peachtree 
complements precisely the 
business^ weboughtayear ago.” 

lb help ftmd the deal, Sage 
yesterday raised £66flm by plac- 
ing 3.49 mBficso new shares with 
institutional investors at LSI op. 

Sage shares surged through 
the £20 mark for the first time 
yesterday as investors 
responded well to the deal 
They dosed up 77fip at 2,040p. 


News Analysis: Lawrence Summers reveals his reform plans 

America^ man to 
save world finances 


By diane Coyle 
Economics Editor 


LAWRENCE SUMMERS, the 
Deputy Secretary of the US 
Treasury, is the man at the 
heart of the debate about how 
to tackle the troubled state of 
the world Economy and fi nancial 
system. More than any other 
individual, foe Harvard econo- 
mist turned policy-maker is in 
a position to steer the world 
towards calmer waters. 

In an exclusive interview 
with The Independent yester- 
day Mr Summers emphasised 
the scale of the challenge facing 
foe US and other governments. 

“There has been consider- 
able repair in recent months, 
but there are still very impor- 
tant challenges." he said. 

He would not characterise 
himself as an optimist “World 
growth is likely to be consider- 
ably lower than it has been in 
recent years. There is a lot for 
policy-makers to do.” 

One of the preoccupations of 
the US administration that 
emerged at the recent gather- 
ing at foe World Economic 
Forum in Davos was the 
reliance of foe rest of the world 
on foe American economy the 
only significant engine of 
growth at present 

“One of the challenges is en- 
suring that the world economy 
flies on multiple engines, not 
just the US," said Mr Summers. 

He echoed the view 
expressed by A1 Gore, the US 
Vice-President that American 
consumers and companies 
could not act as importers of 
last resort for the rest of foe 
world. The strength of US 
growth set against the rest of 
foe world’s is helping to send 
the country’s balance of pay- 
ments into record deficit 

Asked whether he thought 
other G7 countries were doing 
too tittle to stimulate their own 
growth rates, Mr Summers 
added: “The important priority 
in both Japan and Europe has 
to be domestic^ demand-led 
growth. The use of macro- 
economic policies to achieve 
that is important, and they must 
carry through on that agenda." 



Lawrence S umm ers is worried about the reliance of the 
rest of the world on the American economy Popperfoto 


He was careful not to predict 
that foe successive waves of 
financial and economic crisis 
were now oven and in particu- 
lar remained cautious about 
prospects for Brazil. 

The success of the IMF-led 
rescue for Brazil now depends 
on foe government's ability to 
implement budget reforms - 
tax increases and spending 
cuts - in the face of political 
opposition. “Brazil’s policy 
choices, foe choices made by 
foe government and people of 
Brazil, will be profoundly 
important, and certainly also to 
foe US," Mr Summers said 

One lesson of foe turmoil in 
emerging markets that began 
in Mexico at the end of 1994, and 
re-emerged in east Asia in mid- 
1997 was,, he concluded, that 
good economic policies, in the 
sense of sound monqy, low buck 
get deficits and structural 


reforms, do work “When coun- 
tries are able to implement 
good policies, then, like Korea 
and Thailand, they have started 
to recover." 

The experience of successive 
crises had also set clear 
priorities for reforms to the 
international “financial archi- 
tecture”. At the top of the list 
was improved transparency. 

“For the American capital 
markets, the most important 
single innovation was the idea 
of generally accepted account- 
ing principles,” be said The 
spread of these principles “has 
foe potential to bring about 
far-reaching cultural change". 

In addition, better banking 
supervision and regulation 
would be needed Mr Summers 
said the Basle capital stan- 
dards, set by foe Bank for In- 
ternational Settlements, would 
be reviewed 


Thirdly, the international 
authorities needed better sys- 
tems of crisis response. 

Asked whether such detailed 
changes would satisfy critics - 
such as George Soros - who 
argue that foe world financial 
system has fundamentally bro- 
ken down and needs sweeping 
reform, he replied “These are 
serious and technical matters, 
but they are very profound" 

However, speaking hours 
before the US Federal Reserve 
decided to announce its deci- 
sion to leave US interest rates 
unchanged this month. Mr 
Summers was considerably 
less gloomy about the outlook 
for the US economy. 

“The basic momentum of 
foe US expansion should be 
maintitined ” he said “albeit 
with some ups and downs." 

“The economy is growing 
rapidly, inflation is low the bank- 
ing system is well capitalised 
and there is great flexibility. It 
gives the economy the ability to 
respond well to any shocks." 

There were two important 
priorities fur the US, tn his 
diagnosis. One was working to 
combat inequality, the Achilles' 
heel of foe remarkable suc- 
cess of the American economy. 

The other was raising the 
saving rate, which has fallen to 
zero for foe household sector. 
The private sector as a whole 
has a record financial deficiL 

Mr Summers admitted, 
somewhat reluctantly, that he 
saw some merit in the "new 
economy" argument that new 
technology had improved the 
country’s underlying perfor- 
mance. 

“New developments in 
information technology are 
very important and there's no 
question we seem to be in a 
period when normal rates of 
unemployment have fallen and 
normal rates of growth have 
risen.” 

But he went on: “These are 
real changes, but it would be a 
mistake to assume they will be 
permanent changes. 

“Stilt lam increasingly con- 
vinced information technolo- 
gy trill change the way the 
economy works " 
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Pub high-flyer 

crashes after 
profits warning 


AS SPECULATION swirled of 
more takeo ver sdlviiv 
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pub companies, shares of one 
of the industry’s high-flyers 
crashed following a shock 
profits warning. 

The OM English pnb Co 
slumped I03.5p to I57.5p after 
parting company with finance 

director Stuart Simpson and 


Market 

Report 


sirer 

£7m than the £9m the stock 
maitet expected. 

The fiasco took the shine off 

the mib sector arhi/4* ho. i 
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I m a laiv mu lerment following 
|l the Enterprise Ions takeover 

approach to Inn Business and 

U h e Reficsnt Inns/SPl merger 

GreenaHs, the holds and 
pubs chain which is thought to 
be ejiperiendng pressure ftom 
City institutions, frothed up l an 
to M2J5p; JD Vfethfcrspocm, 
which has so fer remained aloof 
from the corporate activity rose 
I25p to 2l4p, and ljimm» r 
junked 475p to 73&5p. 

But once Old English rolled 
out its trading gloom towards 
the close, ga i ns were pared 
bacfa; with Century Inns end- 
ing io.5p lower at U3^p. 

It seems Old English ex- 

DIAGEO feB 28^p to 
65L5p on worries that a 
share sale by Bernard 
Arnault, the French 
tycoon, is imminent 

Mr Arnault’s group, 
LVMH. owns 10J8 per cent 
of the spirits behemoth 
and may be in need of 
cash for its fashion build- 

TMr Arnault, who quit as 
a Diageo director - 
presumably to give him 
more flexibility over 
selling shares - is thought 
to have held talks about 
unloading at least part of 
the UVMH interest. 


Derek 

Pain 


last Eastec are, despite a little 
hesitant headway, still 
uncomfortably near their 
year’s lows. 

_ First Leisure Corpora- 
tion, where takeover talk is 
never far below the surface, 
rose ll^p to 2i3.5p, and 
Northern Leisure 5p to 129p. 
Hard-pressed Rank was a 
shade firmer at 207. 5p. 

Manchester United, de- 
clared the world's richest foot- 
ball club, made a modest 
contribution, 1.5p up at2255p. 

Sentiment was also helped 
by an upbeat Granada share- 
holders' meeting, which sent 
the shares surging 55p to 
l45L5p, It described trading as 
“very positive” . However; the 
group denied market talk of a 
bid for Whitbread, up Up to 
909J>p. Chief executive Charles 
Allen said: “Whitbread is defi- 
nitely not on our agenda.” 

Ladbtoke, providing Rank’s 
chief executive, led the Fbotsie 
leader board, cantering 14Jjp 
higher to 243p. 


share price, pence 




M9MWMKR ii 



l V ai '. .. r tfrfrdMMM 

I iii Maaii 


BUSINESS/21 


Investment 


Reckitt at a turning point 


expected, been given a berth 
following the BTR merger 
with Kebe. DaQy Mail onSnaiy 
shares celebrated with a 
337 £p jump to 3^75p and the 
“A” shares 356p to a.452p. 

On their last day as sepa- 
rate entities, BTRadded 4.75p 
to I33.75p and Siebe lop to 
250p. Tha*e are hopes that the 

new engineering combine, to 
be called BTR Siebe, will 
attract a raft of favourable tir^ 
eulars as analysts connected 
with the merger become free 
to issue their observations 
and profit estimates. 

Imperial Chemical In- 
dustries, year’s figures today 
foil 2&5p to 518p. Depressed 
profits of £315zn are p«p»itori t 
and although the cfividend is 
safe the view in some quarters 
is that the group should con- 1 
sider cutting the payment. 

Sage, the computer group, 
scored a 77.5p gain to 2,040p, 
a peak, after raising £66.6m 
through a placing by BT 
AlexJBrown. The investment 
house sold the shares at 
LdlOp. A US group is being 
acquired for£88m. 

Carlton Comnamncations 
firmed 25p to 631p as Lehman 


THE ENGINEER ScotSWOOd 
Industries is the latest to 
be the subject of a reverse 
takeover 

The AIM-traded 
company is buying Midas 
Data Communications, 
involved in providing 
vehicle location systems, 
ami has take" an option on 
a similar operation. It is 
placing shares for £L65m. 

The engineering 
businesses are being sold 
to their managements for 
around £lm. Scotswood 
shares were suspended at 
ILSp. They were 2L5p in 
Octobee 


IS rr now time to start re- 
appraising the investment 
attractions, or otherwise, of 
Reckitt & Colman? 

The household products 
group, whose brands indude 
Harpic and Dettd, parted com- 
pany with its chief executive, 
Vernon Sankey, on Tuesday 
just three months after a dis- 
astrous profits warning. The 
shares shot up 50p on the news 
and rose another I6p to 886p 


that this company could be at 
another turning point. 

It is four years since Reckitt 
paid nbn for the US group 
L&F, the makercrflystdcBsin- 
fectant, and sold off other assets 
such as Colroans mustard City 
experts now see one of two 

things ha ppening- there COUld 

be a hantening of the existing 
strategy, but with a sharper 
and more responsive view on 
costs and market changes, or a 
predator could launch a bid. 

Few expect a radical change 
of strategy and the company in- 
dicated as much on Tuesday. It 
will remain focused on a core 
of key brands that are number 
one or two in their sectors, 
while expanding operations in 


BV NIGEL COPE 
Associate City Edito r 

emerging markets, particularly 
in Asia and Latin America. It is 
a similar strategy to Unilever's, 
but the problem at Reckitt & 
Colman has been some bad 
hick and some mistakes in im- 
plementation. 

It failed to address the cost 
base in Asia quickly enough 
following the economic crisis 
there, and it was slow to adapt 
to the shift among US retailers 
towards just-in-time relation- 
ships with suppliers; this meant 

it was hit harder than rivals by 
the subsequent destocking. 
Both were key reasons behind 
Reckitt’s profits warning in 
November: Of course, trading 
has been tough 

Where now? Talk of a bid is 
inevitable as the company is 
vulnerable without a chief 
executive, and the shares are 
still well off their peak, even 
after the rise of the past two 
days. Possible predators 
include Unilever, Procter & 
Gamble and Colgate Palmo- 
live. Sceptics say Reckitt is too 
small to tougb it out with 
muscular rivals such as these. 


Gartland’s view 
is a lot less rosy 


h -r jj'jTgT becomes a Fbotsie con- SEAQ TRADES: 79,052 

SSSTK B has, as 001* «>*»-•» 


NOT EVERYONE shares Eddie 
George’s view that the threat of 
recession has receded Tbny 
Gartland is chairman of Gart- 
land Whalley & Barker, the 
AIM-listed investment vehicle 
specialising in growing compa- 
nies to the point where they can 
be floated or bought by venture 
capitalists. From where he sits 
at the sharp end of UK business, 
matters don’t look that good 
GWB has three quoted 
investments. Cirqual, a manu- 
facturer of industrial compo- 
nents, traded successfully but 
the shares have fallen 60 per 
cent from their high point last 
year andapossftrie takeover bid 
fell through. Aquarius, which 
makes goods for the borne 
hnprovemem market, has been 
rewarded for an outstanding 
trading performance last year 
with, a 40 per cent drop in the 
share price. Quantica, a train- 
ing and recruitment company 
floated in June, has gone 
steadfly downhill ever since 
and is now worth less than 


By Clifford German 

half it s flotation price, although 
G WB bo oked a useful profit 

GWB itself made II acquisi- 
tions, floated one business and 
sold another during the yean 
and profits in the portfolio of 
quoted and unquoted compa- 
nies almost doubled to £25_2m. 

Even allowing for a big drop 
in profits on disposals and a 
sharply higher interest charge, 
profits rose by 17 per cent to 
£24J2m in theyear to the end of 
October But the total return on 
assets, including changes in 
value of investments, showed a 
profit of onfy £8.6m and earn- 
ings of 8.42p, down from £2JL2m 
and 21.43p the previous year. 

Mr Gartland feels there are 
bargains to be picked up hi cur- 
rent market conditions, but 
admits there is little scope for 
taking profits by floating com- 
panies in the portfolio. GWB 
shares closed down 12.5p at 
94-5p, httfe more than half their 
value last Juty. 


ici chief’s People and 
trivial pursuit BUSINES S 


BRENDAN O’NEILL has been 
confirmed as chief executive of 
ICI, having completed his pro- 
bationary period since joining 
last May as chief operating 
officer This is prompted by the 
retirement as chairman of Sir 
Ronald Hampel, who will be 
succeeded by Charles Miller 
Smith, the former chief 
executive. 

Mr O’Neill insists his num- 
ber one priority is “to press 
ahead with Id’s established 
strategy of turning itself into a 
speciality chemicals company”. 
He has his work cut out: its cur- 
rent market cap is less than 
what ICI paid Unilever for its 
speciality chemicals side. The 
exact size of Mr O'Neill's task 
wfll be confirmed today when its 
results are announced. 

Anyway, Mr O’Neill looks 
like the man for the job. A keen 
Guinness drinker - he really 
made his name beading Guin- 
ness Brewing from 1993 to 1998 
- the native of St Helens is also 


BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 


a Rugby League fanatic and 
obsessive about pop music triv- 
ia. “1 would like to think, 
though, that that is not what got 
me the job,” he adds. 

Poor analysts 

SALARIES IN the Square Mile 

nrw mor pvarrpd fJian yr^i migh t 

think. While around a fifth of all 
analysts earn over £150,000 a 
year; another fifth have to strug- 
gle by on less thau £50,000. 

Tacked away in the latest 
Reuters Survey of European 
Larger Companies, I also learn 
that over half of analysts work 
between 61 and 80 hours a 
week, with about 5 per cent 
putting in over 80 hours. 

Gavin Casey, chief executive 
of the London Stock Exchange, 


Market «dlue:E3.6bn. share price 891 -5p (+20.5p) 

Trading record 95 96 97 98 

Turnover {£bnj 2.1 23 2.3 2.2 

Pre-tax profits (£m) 160 2 417.8 334 302.5 

Earnings per share (p) -22.4 80.8 S7.7 53.1 

Dividends per share (p) 19.6 21.2 23.4 24.0 
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But this ignores two points. 
One is that although size is not 
a prerequisite fra* success in 
these markets, Reckitt has fop 
brands such as Dettol, Harpic, 
Mr Sheen and Wizard in house- 
hold products. In over-the- 


counter medicines it has Dis- 
prin and Lemsip. These are all 
top brands in their respective 
niches. 

This might make the group 
an attractive morsel for a larger 
player, but this may not be the 


time. Analysts suggest bidders 
would want to see more news 
on current trading when the 
company reports its full-year re- 
sults in March before making 
up their minds on a £4bn bid. 

Some say there could be 
more bad news on trading, 
prompting a further round of 
downgrades, and that Reddct’s 
markets are so tough that sales 
growth will be difficult to 
achieve. 

“They don't need to dive in 
now, they can afford to bide 
their time," one analyst said 

According to some sector 
watchers, the Reckitt & Colman 
share price is now in no -man's - 
land On fundamentals, it is 
probably overvalued, but it is 
trading at a discount to break- 
up valuations of £lO-plus per 
share. 

That could lead smaller 
investors to take one of two 
courses. Cautious souls could 
take advantage of the current 
spike in the price and sell. 
Bolder types might look at the 
multiple of 17 on expected prof- 
its of £277ra and find the stock 
interesting. But even they 
should wait for further news on 
trading before diving in. 


Tarmac demerger may 
add 33% to share value 


THE DEMERGER of Tarmac's 
building materials and con- 
struction businesses is 
expected to boost the com- 
pany's long-suffering share 
price, analysts said yesterday. 

On some estimates, the split 
announced on Tuesday could 
add up to 33 per cent to Tar- 
mac’s share value as investors 
realise that two companies are 
worth more than one entity. 

Industry experts believe the 
stock -one of the sector’s great 
underperformers - could go 
even higher on the back of 
speculation of a takeover of 
the two companies. The build- 
ing materials group would be 
the more attr ac tiv e target, but 
even the low-margin construc- 
tion group could interest some 
large contractors. 

On a purely financial basis, 
Mike Betts, bufldmganatyst at 
JP Morgan, believes the split- 
to be completed in six months 
-values Ttonac at about I50p, 
compared to 11325p yesterday. 

The building materials unit 


by Francesco Guerreha 



will be tty fer the more valuable 
of the two. According to Mr 
Betts, putting 1999 operating 
profit estimates of £!8lm on a 
multiple of nine - 3 m fine with 
other materials companies - 
gives an enterprise value of 
between £l-5bn and £L7bn. A 
similar exercise on the con- 
struction business, with profits 
set to be £38m and a tower mul- 


tiple of seven, gives a value of 
about £260m. Take off debt of 
£300m and other minor items, 
and the value of the total group 
comes out at over £1.4bn. This 
translates to I50p per share, 
with about I20p accounted for 
fay building materials and more 
than 2 Op fay construction. 

However, most experts 
agree that further upside could 
be provided by takeover action. 
David Tbylor at Teather & 
Greenwood said; “The split will 
make a takeover of the building 
materials business more likely. 
The contracting arm has been 
essentially a poison pilL” 

The list of potential bidders 
is topped by Aggregate Indus- 
tries. Others include France’s 
Lafarge, the Irish group CRH 
and Australian giant Pioneer. 

In the UK, KMC, Hanson 
and the cement makers Blue 
Circle and Rugby may be in- 
terested. The contracting arm 
could be taken out, with Amec 
and John Mowlern the most 
likely buyers. 



handed out prizes to the top- 
rated people yesterday at the 
Drapers’ Hall in the City. 

The contest for best individ- 
ual fund manager was a draw 
between Robert T&nn of Cap- 
ital Group and Mark Ftergnson 
of Schroder Investment Man- 
agement Fidelity Investment 
Management won best fund 
management group, while Mer- 
rill Lynch ran away with three 
titles: best broker sales team, 
best broker research and best 
broker execution. 

Moving story 

“MOVING OFFICE is nearly as 
bad as moving house,” as for as 
' ‘ - Newton is concerned. 
The affable head of the City PR 
firm Newton & Co has thrown 


in his lot with larger rivals 
Grandfield to create Grand- 
field Newton, and moving bis 
files over has been traumatic. 

Mr Newton is perhaps best 
known as the mouthpiece for 
Arthur Andersen's insolvency 
experts. These used to indude 
John Talbot, who wound up the 
private ride of Robert Maxwell's 
empire Now Mr Ihlbot is the 
envy of his former liquidation 
colleagues, having been made 
global head of corporate fi- 
nance at the accountancy giant 

Mr Newton himself has 
some filial competition - his son 
Richard Newton left the Sun- 
day Idegnqrfi last autumn to 
help launch an innovative 
screensaver company. 

Regal revamp 

REGAL HOTELS, which owns 
217 mid-market hotels in the 
UK, has rejigged its board to 
boost its expansion. It has 
brought in a new chairman. 
Professor Arthur KC Li, who 
is currently vice-chancellor of 
the Chinese University of Hong 
Kong. The company has also 


promoted David Masters to be 
executive deputy chairman. He 
is currently managing director 
of Kerry Investment Manage- 
ment, a Hong Kong company. 

There are also two new non- 
execs: Baroness Wilcox, the 
former chairman of the 
National Consumer Council, 
and Tan Sri Dr Kay Peng 
Khoo, a Malaysian industrialist 

Microfiche catch 

BRITAIN’S LARGEST online 
business information provider. 
ICC Information, has bought 
the microfiche library owned by 
Companies House in City Road. 
London. 

Alistair Pauline, group man- 
aging director of ICC. points out 
thatthe35^kDosofmicr(£che 
contain the information equiv- 
alent of more than a million kilos 
of paper; and equals the weight 
of approximately 40.000 City 
traders. The microfiche will be 
moved from London to ICC's 
Cardiff facility in August 

E-maU: j.icillcockiq indepen - 
denLco.vk 


TBSTIg^KCHANGE rates^ 


UK 

Base 6.00% 

Euiepean Cen«l Banh 
O/ti Mar-giruW.50% 

Q/N Facility 2.00% 

Repo 3.00% 

Canada 

Prime 6.75% 


Country 3 rath dig 

AuscraBa 4.64 >0.03 
Belgium 2.99 0.03 
Canada 6.7 h 0.03 
Euto 3,10 0.02 
France 3.10 0.02 
Germany 3.10 0.02 
Italy 2.99 0.00 
Japan 0.29 0.01 
N’lands 3.10 0.02 
6750 1-9136 | Spain 2.97 0 06 

Sweden 3.61 0.00 
S' land 124 -0.02 
UK 5.35 0.00 
US 4.38 0.15 


INTEREST RATES 

Dfecount 

5.26% 

(tepo(Aie) 

3.40% 

Denmark 


Japan 


Discount 

3.50% 

Discount 

0.50% 

US 


Switzerland 

Prime 

7.75% 

Discount 

1.00% 

Discount 

4.50% 

lombard 

3.13% 

Fed Funds 

4.56% 




LIFFE FINANCIAL FUTURES 


INDUSTRIAL METALS 


BOND YIELDS 


lyr 

chg 

2»r 

dbg 

Syr 

dig 

10 yr 

dig 

4.66 

0.01 

4.82 

0.07 

4.96 

0.10 

5.23 

0.12 

2.87 

0.04 

3.05 

•0.06 

3.47 

0.04 

3.94 

0.03 

4.90 

0.02 

483 

0.00 

451 

0.02 

5.04 

0.00 

3.01 

0.02 

2.95 

0.02 

3.31 

0.03 

3.73 

0.05 

2.95 

0.12 

3.00 

0.05 

3.33 

0.01 

3.83 

0.06 

3.01 

0.02 

2.95 

0.02 

3.21 

0.02 

3.73 

0.05 

ZS6 

0.00 

3.05 

0.03 

3-36 

0.05 

3.96 

0.05 

0.36 

0.00 

0.69 

0.04 

1.55 

0.17 

2.42 

0.35 

3.01 

0.02 

3.02 

0.05 

3.33 

0.09 

3213 

0.04 

2.90 

0.02 

297 

0.02 

3.40 

0.02 

3.96 

0.04 

3.25 

0.02 

3.30 

0.03 

3.52 

0.07 

4.05 

0.09 

1.48 

-0.01 

1J56 

0.00 

1.91 

-0.01 

2.45 

0.02 

5.50 

0.00 

4.89 

0.09 

430 -0.01 

4,19 

0. 05 

4.36 

0.21 

4.67 

0.03 

4.70 

0.00 

4.79 

0.01 


Contract 


Settlement 

High 

Low 

Eat BOW 
volume 

bi&est 

Long Gilt 

Mar-99 

119.43 

119.88 

119.12 48812.00 

108874.00 

5 YrGHt 

Mar-99 

109.35 




63 00 

Goman Bund 

Mar-99 

116-00 



... 



Italian Bond 

Mar-99 

114.62 

115.00 

1 14.45 

13504.00 

45265.00 

Japan Gout Bd 

Mar-99 

127.25 

127.40 

126.69 

3207.00 


3 Mtn Sterling 

Mar-99 

94.40 

94.42 

94.37 

42652.00 

192032.00 

Jun-99 

94.69 

94.73 

94.G7 

38680.00 

195318.00 

3MttiEUribor 

CA tVfi 
IWJJ 

96.92 




535.00 


Mar-99 

96-97 

96.98 

96.95 

30764.00 

89145.00 


Apr-99 

97.02 



_. 


3 Mth Euroyen 

Mar>-99 

99 41 





3 Mth EuraswBS 

Mar-99 

96.65 

98.69 

98.64 

15062.00 

86336.00 1 


Apr-99 

9654 

9B.60 

98.54 

5925.00 

48966.00 

3 Mtii Biro Ubor 

FeO-99 

96.92 




754.00 , 


Mar-99 

9687 

96.98 

95.95 

3743.00 

162645.00 j 


Apr-99 

97.02 





FTSE 100 

Mar- 99 

5935.00 

6065.00 

5920.00 23825.00 

167227.00 , 



LIFFE FTSE 100 INDEX OPTION 


Platinum 354-50 800-32.50 Platinum 216.55 5.35-19.55 Knifrands 291 9* 6.79 
Palladium 346.00 3.50107.50 fW&d«mi21 1.35 2.55 65.85 Son 72 53 

Shier 5.54 0.26 -0.85 S&ver 3.39 0.18 -0.51 Nobles 386 05 
GoW 2B6.B5 -0.05 -11.50 MjpKLwl 295.05 -807 


AGRICULTURAL at vjopm 


MONEY MARKET RATES 


Setdemenc Meet 594030 








F* 


Mn- 


Apr 


«w 


Settee 

Call imp Vbl Put Imp Mai 

Call 

Put 

Call 

Put 

can 

Put 

5850 

114 31 

T73 29 

225 

296 

301 

362 

391 

436 

5900 

94 30 

202 28 

200 

322 

272 

385 

361 

456 

5950 

72 29 

232 28 

176 

351 

248 

413 

338 

483 

6000 

55 28 

266 26 

155 

380 

225 

441 

316 

511 
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Treasury Mb 
UBOft 

Domestic Depos 
EurawHng Deps 
Eflgfcie Bank Bills 
Sterling CDs 
Eurodollar CDs 
EureUbor 


Ovetright 1 week 1 month 3 months 6 months 1 year 

9d Offer BU Offer EU Offer BU Offer Od Offer Bkf Offer 
5,73 5.63 5.45 5 J5 

6.196.19 5.98 5.98 5.80 5.80 5.63 5.63 5305.50 
6.37 6.50 630 6.13 5.88 534 5.63 5.69 5.37 530 5315.43 

613 655 5.75 538 5.B1 538 5.66 5.72 5.47 5.53 5385.44 

5.80 5.70 5.53 5.43 53 0 5.20 

5.88 5-81 5.66 5.60 5.51 5A3 537527 

431 437 4.87 

3.17 3.17 3.15 3.15 3.10 3.10 3.03 3.03 3.013.0) 


ENERGY at 5.30PM 


Brent Cn*de(9Awrel)Gas oB{S/tonne> wm OudetSAaarrell PmducastSrtnnne) 

WE Last* Che Vbl PE dose Che 1M NVM last* Ow SpeeCFNWEur 

Mar 11.040.2113549 Feb 9BJS iTS 6537 M» 17.57 0J7 OBollneK >1500 

Apr 11.13 0J1 10560 Mar 99.00 1 25 M72 Apr 12 66 0.27 Naphtha 97 00 

May 1127 0.18 3916 Ppr 100.50 1 00 1207 May 12.75 020 Gas*l 97.50 

Jun 13.09 0.09 Fw<0ap5%s}5e.50 


GOLDMAN 5ACHS COMMODITY INDICES at I:30pm 

I.JA’.T 


MWfw.bIoomberg.com/uk 


Source: Bloombe 




OTHER SPOTS AT 5 20Pf.l 



Apr In* Cattle JCME) S/IOt lb 
Feb Ptrt BeUes |0ME)5W0kfc 
Mar Orange Jute (ON) 5/15* & 
Dec M*k (CSQSAOkb 

Mar Oats {CUD S/5htati 
May Ra* tVKElSftOtn 


Mar WhfteMatze (SAF) 57100 mt 63830 
Feb RWiber (1CM) Y/»lig 75.50 
Mar Cotton (CTN) S/50HU 60.35 
Mar Crude Palm (KLQV25m 1862.00 
Mar Soya OH (CBnS/60lc» 21.18 
Wb Wooten 'tom (TCM) S/SOQfcg 1165.00 
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Five Nations countdown: England are marginal favourites but their unpopularity in Celtic lands will hinder them ' * 

Red rose looks ready to bloom f!^ 


By Chris hewett 


IT WAS a dose run thing, thanks to 
the accursed double gin brigade in 
their dub ties and blazers, but the 
usual suspects are safely under 
starter’s orders for one last pre-mfl- 
l ennial gallop around the Five 
Nations circuit before Italy throw 
their hat in the ring to launch a new 
tournament for a new century. 

England go into this season'sjam- 
boree as marginal favourites, purely 
because they play the French at 
home rather than in Paris, but the 


tirs 




have done than nofavoars; given that 
they are now about es popular among 
the Celts as Bernard Mmming^ would 
have been at Greenham Common, the 
red rases wiD not survive tbfi nfirt cou- 
ple nf hi imdmging mfgiftis^ without los- 
ing a petal or two. 

When Jim Ttelfei; die Scotland 
coach, described this 78th and final 
five Nations as “a more open con- 
test than in recent years, when it has 
been something of a two-horse race”, 
he hit the nail squarely on the head 
Rather too squarely for comfort, 
perhaps. This one could just develop 
into a four-horse race: that is to say, 
a breathless tussle for European su- 
premacy involving everyone except 
the Soots, whose shirts Should carry 
the words “rank outsider” rather 
than a sponsor’s logo. Maybe there 
is a company called Rank Outsider 
with some marketing money going 



FIVE NATIONS 
FIXTURES 


6 FEBRUARY 

Ireland v France Dublin 

Scotland v Wales Murrayfield 


20 FEBRUARY 

England v Scotland. ...Twickenham 
Wales v Ireland .Wembley 


6 MARCH 

Ireland v England Dublin 

France v Wales Paris 


20 MARCH 

England v France .Twickenham 

Scotland v Ireland Murrayfield 


10 APRIL 

France v Scotland 


11 APRIL 


Wales v England 

.Wembley 



Peter Jay 


spare. If so, its managing director 
should contact Murrayfield for a 
marriage made in heaven. 

Had Telfer been able to pick and 
mix from a foil squad in advance of 
this weekend’s opening skirmish 
with a confident Welsh outfit in 
Edinburgh, the chances of a first five- 
way split since 1973 -and onty the sec- 
ond in the histoiy of the tournament 
-might have beenless infinitesimal 

Frustrating^ he has been denied 
that privilege. Shorn of his bulkiest 
prop, his hardest flanker and his 
most exciting new threequarte; Old 
Granite features once again finds 
himself up the Tweed without a 
daymore for a paddle. The Scots are 
50-1 for this year’s title. Defeat on 
Saturday a distinct possibility, will 
attach a second unwanted zero to 
those odds. 

By contrast, the remaining quar- 
tet appear bright-eyed, bushy-tailed 
and bristling with aggressive intent 
None more so, indeed, than the 
Irish, who are racing towards this 
weekend's frenzied tilt at the Grand 
Hammers of France in the red- 
handed slipstream of Ulster; the 
new European champions. 

There is not much wrong with a 
narfc ranahlp of ff riarinp Malcolm 
O’Kelly the form lock of 1999, with 
Jeremy Davidson, the form lock of 
1997; in Keith Wood, Paul Wallace, 
Andy Ward and a rejuvenated Eric 


Miller they possess four other 
forwards perfedty capable of mixing 
it with the best and living to gve full 
ran to the blarney. 

You might paint a similarly 
optimistic picture for the Welsh, 
whose own version of toe Messiah, 
Graham Henry arrived to change the 
world before Christmas rather than 
during it The New Zealander is as 
sharp as the studs an an Auckkm- 


derisboots and as shrewd as you fife; 
he takes no long-odds liberties with 
his sdectkxi, he teQs his charges pre- 
cisely what to(fo in every ima^naWe 
situation and, most importantly of all, 
he makes them believe. Before 
Henry the Red Dragon was a walk- 
ing inferiority complex that spent 
ratbermore time on the psychiatrist’s 
couch than on the training paddock. 
Six months on, it has got itself a life. 


For all that, the red and green 
Celtic renaissance remains fragile. A 

Singe rangh aftprannn a gainst pfthw 

of the tournament grown-ups could 
send rugby's arch romantics straight 
backto the padded cefl wife tbeirpho- 
bias running riot. And it could very 
easily happen, even though the Irish 
have both fiance and England on 
their own mudheap and Wkles fed 
increasingly comfortable in their 


home from home at Wembley. The 
former have a pack, but no three- 
quarterBne worthy ofccldratiop, the 
latter can boast a lethal bade division, 
but no tight five to load the bullets. 
One dose shave against the Spring- 
boks and victory in a devalued 
European Cup do not add up to a 
spring, let alone a summer 
Heaven knows, it is high time the 
five Nations regained the initiative 


from the Two Nations. England have 
won eight on the trot against Scotland 
nine of the last 11 against Irdandand 
eight of the last 10 again&Wdes. while 
toe French have won 24 of their last 
30 championship games against the 
twilit Cells. Such predictability leaves 
even this wonderfully sodd. fed^good 
tournament teetering on the brink of 
unsustainabiBly; the Scots, unable to 
pulinaquorumlor the xdgpingworkl 


ENGLAND 

Clive Wooodward has a fadA 
pack - by God. he has a OBH 
I pack - but Will Green- gfV 
wood's likely absence 
from che crucial inside 
centre sloe is Che equfv- 
j alent of a poke in the eye with a pitch- 
fork. especially as Phil de Glanville is 
also laid up with Injury. The coach has 
a delicate decision to mate In perming 
■ two from Mike Catt, Paul Grayson and 
Jonny Wilkinson, die three surviving 
contenders for what che New Zealan- 
ders call che "five-eighths" positions. 
Elsewhere, chough. Woodward Is In 
clover. Martin Johnson is on the 
warpath in che second row, Richard 
Hill is playing quite beautifully on che 
flank and Kyran Bracken Is underlin- 
ing his status as a scrum-half of the 
highest quality. England also have a 
relatively gencie introduction to Che 
tournament - the Scots at Twicken- 
ham - before che serious scuff starts 
in Dublin. 

Prosp ec ts: Good enough. Just, to take 
a new -look French side on home soil. 
The likely champions. 


FRANCE 

The Jneatares are a little M ^ 
red-faced Just at the mo- 
ment. what with their de- VP 

feat by Australia before 
Christmas and the re- 
pea ted embarrassments 
inflicted on their state-of-the-art club 
sides by Ulster. Still. Jean-CIaude 
Skrela likes to look forward rather chan 
bade aware that some of last season’s 
Grand Slam contributors might not 
make it to the World Cup. he pulled 
a new chreequarter line out of chin air 
and used It to tack a few Italian back- 
sides in Genoa at the weekend. Emile 
Ntamack's return to optimum form 
is not great news for the home 
nations and, although they did not 
show it at Stradey Park or Ravenhili 
during the European Cup. the Stade 
Franqals strike axis of Gomes, Oour- 
che and Comba Is not the worst. Up 
front, they are only too recognisable: 
Callfano, fountains, the Lievremont 
brothers. Magn4... help. 

Prosp ec ts: Dodgy goal-kicking may 
cosc them a third Slam. 
Runners-up to England. 


IRELAND 

Can the island live up to 
the province? Almost cer- 
tainly not; unlike the 7 . \ 
European Cup, which 
Ulster seized in such brae- Y 
ing fashion last Saturday, 
the Five Nations Is not subject to an 
English boycott. For all the feistiness 
bubbling away In their pack and the 
home advantage they hold over che 
two tournament favourites, the Irish 
are thinking more In terms of victo- 
ry over their fellow Celts. "We've set 
ourselves a goal oF third place," says 
WSrren Gatland, their coach. KIdo lo- 
gy? No, just a realistic appraisal of Ire- 
land's current station In life. They will 
be the hardest, most physical and com- 
fortably the most spirited team in the 
championship but. Conor O’Shea 
aside, they are short of class out wide. 
A deluge of up-and-unders might 
occasionally do for a Toulouse or a 
Colomlers. but it does not cut much 
ice at international level. 

Prospects: Fourth, which would be 
more satisfying than last year but not 
quite satisfying enough. 


SCOTLAND 

it never rains, but it ^ v. 
lashes down with a JBpa 
vengeance. Scotland’s 
domestic game has 
been cut to ribbons, its 
administration is riven with mistrust, 
the national side has lost three of Its 
most influential players to injury and 
this season's away games are in Lon- 
don and ftuls. Thanks very much. Back 
in Ncvember, after the Scots had given 
the Springboks a hurry-up bi the first 
half of the Test at Murrayfield, Teifer 

was in danger of smiling for the first 
time since the end of the 1997 Lions 
tour. Umpteen Injuries down the road, 
the coach is in misery-guts mode once 
more. Scott Murray and Doddle Weir 
may earn themselves some brownie 
points in the second row and. if Tom 
Smith's body scops playing him up for 
a second, they will be able to boast 
die championship's most awkward 
scrummager. And that, sadly, is about 
it. 

Prospec t s: Murrayfield used do be a 
stirring venue. The only stirring it will 
do this season ES with a wooden spoon. 


WALES 

Vfcmon Pugh. Gianmor Grif- 1^ 
fiths and the Welsh Rugby GWMW 1 

Union will nor vuanr ir» ht*ar V 


Union will not want to hear yjf. 
this, but the joint rebellion by * 
Cardiff and Swansea has ggSjL 
done Graham Henry and his 
national side an Immense favour. 
Exposed week in. week out to club rug- 
by of gCTuinequ^lcy che refuser^ play- 
ers - Jon Humphreys. Darren Morris. 
CoRn Channs. Mark Taylor, Scott Gibbs 
- have at last discovered the virtue of 
consistency. They are playing out of tfielr 
skins, their confidence Is right up there 
at doud level and, all things bring equal, 
tiiey should be in a position to ask serious 
questions of the best. SaeBy things have 
recently become unequal. The loss of 
Craig Quinnen and Gareth Thomas to 
injury deprives Henry of two of his 
biggest hitters and he win find the first 
hole, in particular, wickedly difficult to 
fill. A good loose combination and a nifty 
back dJvislon. yes. But up at the sharp 
end? Urn... 

Prospects: Likely to prove the best 
of che Celts, but just as likely to go 
down big time in Parts. Third. 


champonslast November voifidnot 
fill Murrayfield this weekend eithec 
were it not for the traditional ale-pro- 
pelled migration from the valleys of 
Whies. How strange that the loudest 
voices man ergamsmg committee tort 
temporarily decided it could do with- )4 
out England should come from tb;- j 
weakest fink in the Five Nations chair.. 
In short the northern hemisphere 
game badly needs the Celts to start 
playing their rugby with the same 
degree of enthusiasm they bring to 
their politics. The World Cup, just 
eight hectic months away, will be a 
major yawn if the big five - South 
Africa. New Zealand, Australia, 
France and England -put 50 pants 
plus on everyone else. Tb succeed in 
an increasingly congested sporting 
landscape requires contenders and 
crowds. What it does not remotely 
require is a half-empty Murrayfield 
or a third-full Lansdowne Road 
That, sadly. Is what it will get if the 
Scots and Irish, in particular, do not 
front up on the field 
And there is no better tone than 
now to begin the fronting-up 
process; wall-to-wall television (even 
allowing for the satellite blight on the 
big Twickenham occasions) and: 
£12m of Llpyds-TSB money sboidfi 
set the underdogs tearing awR 
from the traps. The rugby worW has 
always tuned en masse into the Five 
Nations, but those in the real world ». 
south of the equator have spent the 
last few years viewing it as a com-, 
edy rather than a drama. It is down 
to the Celts to stop the laughter 
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Ntamack assumes the Blanco role Signposts to greater glory 


EMILE NTAMACK has been labour- 
ing under the weight of the “new 
Serge Blanco” tag ever since he 
marie his international debut a gainst 
Wales five years ago. 

When he emerges into the Lans- 
downe Road bearpit to face Ireland 
in thiw Saturday’s opening match of 
the live Nations' Championship, 
the most elegant attacking runner 
in French rugby wiH finally fulfill the 
expectations of his countrymen by 
donning the No 15 shirt once graced 
by the favourite son of Biarritz. 

NtamacKsmove from wing to fuB- 
back mirrors Blanco's positional 
shift of the early 1980s and Jean- 
Glaude Skrela, the national coach, be- 
lieves it will be the making of his 
new-look back division. Two three- 
quarters, Franck Comba and 
Thomas Lombard, are new to Five 
Nations’ rugby - they replace 
Stephane Glas and Christoph e Do- 
miniei, who performed so brilliantly 


By Chris h ewet t 


in last season’s Grand Siam cam- 
paign — and their inexperience swung 
the vote towards Ntamack. 

Arthur Gomes, the versatile Stade 
Fran gals regular who performed 
perfedfyadequatefy at fullback in re- 
cent Tests, would have won a re- 
prieve had Ntamack not recovered 
so quickly from the knee figury he suf- 
fered during last weekend’s victory 
over Itaty in Genoa. As it is. Gomes 
finds himself beaten on two fronts: 
firstly by Ntamack and also by 
Philippe Bemat-Salles, who retains 
his place on the right wing. 

Up front the French remain loyal 
to the same pack that gave the for- 
wards of the home unions what 
might accurately be described as a 

jolty good seeing-to during last year’s 
competitio n Christian Califano, in- 
jured for the first half of the season 
after undergoing surgery last sum- 


rna; reclaims the loose-head position 
from Syivain Marconnet and re- 
sumes his front-row partnership 
with Franck Taumaire and the cap- 
tain, Raphael Ibanez. In the back row; 
the Lievremont brothers, Marc and 
Thomas, hold off the challenge of 
Phxfippe Benetton and play at blind- 
side flank and No 8 respectively. 

“flfe wanted to strike a balance be- 
tween speed and power,” Jo Maso, 
the team manager; pronounced. “7/e 
intend to expand and vary our game, 
but we know that toe Irish will pre- 
sent a formidable challenge.” Tb float 
end, Maso and his colleagues have 
packed their bench with a rough, 
tough breed of players: Benetton, 
Marc Dal Maso and Thierry Cleda 
are not exactly soft touches. 

As expected, Thomas Cas- 
taign&fe is back after a few months 
alongside Califano on toe casualty 
slab. The extravagantly gifted out- 
side-half from Castres was devas- 


tating last season, but a shoulder re- 
build left his appearance in this 
tournament in the lap of toe gods. 
Tbrtnnatety for the TVicotones, be 
came through a 50-mimite gallop in 
Genoa with both his new shoulder 
and his old bag of tricks intact 
Scotland, who play 'Wales at Mnr- 
rayfieM cm Saturday are anything but 
intact The withdrawal of their cap- 
tain, Bryan Redpato, with an ankle 
injury suffered whfie playing for Ed- 
inburgh Reivers, was only the latest 
in a long line of setbacks for Jim 
Telfe; the coach, who now intends to 
name a starting XV this afternoon. 
Jamie Mays; Matthew Proudfoot 
and Gordon Simpson, afleetain ties, 
will also be missing owing to a vari- 
ety of physical conditions. 

IWWg TEJW (■ Iml-wd, Lmsdowntt Hoad, 
DoMn. SaavAy]: E Ncanadc P BeiTOf-SaHes. 
R Dourttw, F Comba. T lombard; T Cascalgntde, 


Cartoomau: O Muw. T Llewemont, m 
L jewemonc. F Pelous. O BreuzeL F Ttoumakt, 
R Ibanez (cape), C CaWano. ftepbcMtcsts: c 
L^ussucq, A Gomes. D Aucagne. P Benetton, T 
Cleda. S Marconnet, M Dal Maso. 


WHEN IT comes to Wbrld Cup indi- 
cators, the five Nations’ Champi- 
onship is hardly toe stuff of a 
bookmaker’s dreams; after an, none 
of the rides most mcety to fift the W*b 
EEs Tbophy in Cardiff on 6 Novem- 
ber are involved in the tournament 
Nevertheless, recent history proves 
tbata decent run in ruby’s oldest and 
mostoutrageoQsty hyped comp e tition 
can act as a launebpad of sorts. 

In 1987, wfaei the inaugural Wforid 
Cup was fought out in the jet-lag 
territories of Australia and New 
Zealand, France unexpectedlybeat 
the Wallabies to a place in the final 
off the back of a first Grand Slam in 
six years. Daniel Dubroca's side did 
not rip through Europe with any- 
thing like the panache shown by the 
1998 Tricolores under Raphael 
Ibanez, another booker from toe 
deep-south heartland of French 
rugby, indeed, their seven-point vic- 
tory over the Welsh in Paris was toe 


A decent Hve Nations campaign can forge 
World Cup contenders. By Chris Hewett 


: *v ****** *1 


most handsome of their winn ing 
m a rg i ns . But the experience served 
to weld together their notoriously 
disparate parts, for 13 of toe team 
who won at Twickenham featured in 
the Eden Park dimax with the All 
Blacks four months later 

En gland experienced something 
very similar in 1991. Having sewn up 
their first Slam in more than a 
decade by out-muscling the French 
on an exfcaardinaiy day at Twick- 
enham , they promptly rode the Yfel- 

low Brick Road all the way to a World 
Cup final against the Australians that 
same autumn. 

Oncemore, the bulk of the work 


March would go on to do battle with 
the Wallabies in November. 

There was another England 
Grand slam before the last Worid 
Cup in South Africa four years ago. 

nllhrtltCfh o Ktir KVa?.. «... At 


12 of those who saw off Serge Blanco 

and company in front of a delirious 
band of middle Englanders in 


the final in Johannesburg. Jr 
Lawrence Dallaglio’s men ftilfill the 
bookies’ expectations and do the 
business in this season's tourna- 
ment. it is not beyond the realms of 
possibility that Lomu will devastate 
them once again whoa New Zealand 
Twickenham in a poo] match of 
supreme importance in the second 
week in October. 

But that collision is stili eight 
months distant The Calcutta Cup 
match with Scotland is onty 16 dags 
away. 


BuuJtng 
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HOORAH MORE poBtics. Just 

when you thought the Five Na- 

^ -i m ■ - ■ ■ « _ 


— —— — — »nn^« woo mumy 

about to take its rightfifi place at 
the top of foe ragty agenda, tbe 
men in suits deaded to stage an- 
other publicity hijack. With its 
usual impeccable timin g, the 
International Board yesterday 
**■ ‘“!d a £30,000 fine on the 
’ FbotbaH Union, threat- 


By Chris Hewett 
that Twickenham should meet 

the costs of the hearing -a total 
certain to exceed £10,000. 

At least E n g l a nd 's players, as 
opposed to England's adminis- 


IX 


• 

‘ M| 


i 

k tr 

f* : 

'* •" * 

»- 2. 

■TM 


v.j,;-..-. 

uri- - . -■ i -i- 

T.'A..’ <*i.\u v- ... u: 


V V 

A.'i,:* :• • 


;ure 


•• Tri\;r.urv ,m» 

n 

nr 

?iv v. ; 

•:\1\K ;W -;»• •••X 

.■: , .'l1"l'« 

Mu .»• • 

».ihv«: ’■ 

•j'<if'r *■-" "• •' 1 

• t . •. i:,";*. ' - 1 ' ■ 1 ' 1 ' '= • 

lift’B. ' • ' ’’ 

-!.• ‘ •' ; 

• ‘ 

v«tv> 

Si ■ " ' 

•" 1 ' 

,-f ■ 

: '; 

„■ \.v-- ‘• : 

■•■■■ 

.. Lii.fl U 
V-: 

-H*- .i"» - 


uring 

trip 


1 **•=■.: i;; “ 

-’p 1 -' r : •" 

irie i-? 


another £50,000, and then ex- 
pressed the bizarre hope that 
“the distrust between the RFU 
and t h eir fellow IB members was 
now at an end”. Eat chance. 

The financial penalties 
agreed fay a four-man IB disa- 
pfinaiy committee resulted from 
a meeting - or a “'kangaroo 
court”, depending cm who you 
speak to- held in Dublin a week 
before Christmas. TWo charges 
were laid against the RFU: first- 
ly, that it had foiled to take suf- 
ficiency stringent action against 
the Allied Dunbar Premiership 
clubs over their rebel matches 
with Cardiff and Swansea and, 
secondly that it had not bached 
the IB in its European Union 
scrap with those same dubs, 
who are seeking to establish 
commercial ri ghts under EU 
competition law. 

A guilty verdict on the first 
c'-Tit cost the RFU £60,000 in 
it money. 

i second conviction is 
for more inflammatory, how- 
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Hanley; England call-ap 


ever, the IB is demanding 
£30,000 immediately - on at 
least, within seven days (rf the 
completion and failure of any 
appeal - from an organisation 
that is already staring down the 
rel of a £2^m defidt for the 
r mt business year, 
inere was no response from 
IWicbenham last night, but it 
was just possible to hear a 
faint groaning sound from an 
increasingly impoverished 
boardroom. 

“As a senior foundation 
member; the RFU has a dtal 
role to play in the stabilisation, 
governance and development of 
the game and it must work 
wi thin the democratic structure 
of the IB to achieve these 
aims, " said Stephen Baines, 
the board's chief executive. 
"We have the right to expect 
honourable and open conduct 
from our members and we 
require them to support ded- 
skms readied collectively” The 
disciplinary committee dele- 
gates, who decreed that the 
RFU had “deliberately misled 
and misinformed" the board 
ove&ks response to the clubs' 
EU application, also dedded 


turn on centre stage yesterday 
as Clive TOaodward announced 
a 30-strong training squad in 
preparation for the Calcutta 
Cup match in London on Sat- 
urday fortnight It was a long- 
range sort of selection, given that 
the coach was in Australia on a 
recce mission m advance of this 
summer's Wbrid Cup camp, but 
the famffiarity of the party meant 
there would be no music for him 
to face at home. 

With two influential midfield 
figures. Will Greenwood and 
Phil de GlanvQle, and his m o st 
powerful young prop, Phil Vick- 
ery, injured and unavailable. 
Woodward has tafay the op- 
portunity to restore Barrie- Jon 
Matheq the former rugby league 
centre from Sale, and Will 
Green, the Wasps tight head, to 
tbe wider squad, which meets up 
for a two-day get-together next 
Monday As expected, he wiD also 
cast a tutored eye over Steve 
Hanley, tbe outsized Sale wing 
who has been scoring Premier- 
ship tries fora pastime of late. 

The ohfy other new face be- 
longs to Neil McCarthy the 
Gloucester hooker; who is fast 
closing in an his forma* Kang- 
shohn chib-mate, PM Greening, 
as the main challenger to 
Richard CockerilL 

In many ways, the more in- 
teresting of yesterday’s Ttoick- 
enham selections wasa 40-man 
A squad, which also gathers fix' 
a4WxJur sesaonnext week. TWo 
of the London Irish front row, 
Neal Hatiey and Richard Kiike, 
are in elude d, along with their 
midfield chib-mate, Nick Bur- 
rows - an acknowledgement of 
the Exiles' exhilarating run of 
form in both league and cup. 

Remarkably, 10 erf last sum- 
mer’s tourists in Australia, New 
Zealand and South Africa are 
now so far out of the represen- 
tative running that they are not 
considered to be among the 73 
leading performers in the coun- 
try They include Tim Stimpson, 
once a great white hope oflskig- 
Ksh rugby and Jos Basendell, 
who faced both the All Blacks 
and the Springboks last summer 
but currently fiods it difficult to 
get a game for Sale. D ominic 
Chapman, Josh Lewsey Peter 
Richards and Lewis Moody are 
also out on their ears, as is 
Richard Pool-Jones, the Stade 
Francais flanker 

BNGLAND SOUAD (tor BwhOog oa I/S 
htmunl’ BaefcK M Berfjrtot&mpmn). 

M P«»rf (BatH). O Rmc (Saje). T mer- 

mood (Newcastle). O Lager iHarteorfig. S 

■QB (N»«Wte).MC« (Batw, 
(Nortfwnpran). K Srstckw (Sawens). M 
DtiMsa (Nortnartpcon). iMwd*: J 
LMWd (Hartequinsl. « Rnatree (lefces- 
kt). D aarfofth jidceaefl. W Owm 
(V te^ps). R Codttna JUkzsw). N 
(Gtaucester). P Or a itnc (SJtej. T Iftxfcsr 
(Nortfumpton). D Q — cade (Saracens). M 
JoteBOO Tuiceswl. e An**- (New^te}. 

B OaTfee (RkJvnond). L MMto 
M Corry (LeJosPer)- * ** (Saracens). W 
Back (lelcesGer). 

Engfand Asquad, 
Digest, page 27 



Sri Lanka’s Rotnesh Kaiuwrtharana takes off in a vain attempt to catch England’s Vince Wells in Sydney yesterday 


Allsport 


Stewart orders lock-in after 
Sri Lanka spinners triumph 


ENGLAND, DESPERATE to be 
professional to the end, held a 
team meeting in a locked dress- 
ing-room for an hour after 
being defeated in Sydney yes- 
terday Itis only to be hoped that 
it was both more enter taining 
and constructive than tbe 
match erf some seven hours 
it 
no 

mg, it was a good healthy dis- 
cusskn. constructive. This was 
a matc h we should have won 
and didn’t” said Alec Stewart 
who was rested from toe match 
which Sri Lanka won by 11 
runs and did so largely by the 
use of 38 overs of spin bowling. 
Since the match had been re- 
duced by heavy rain to 44 overs 
a side, this represented 86 per 
Cent Of the innings tnta) which 
is almost certainly a record in 
a one-day international and 
sound evidence that spinning 
can be utterly tedious. 

The romantics would prob- 
ably have it otherwise but by 
the end there must have been 
many in tbe ground who were 
seriously thinking of starting a 
club for the revival of just- 
above-military medium Rpanv 
During tbe less porfianting 
stages of tbe contest and these 
were in danger of overload, it 
was possible to think that one- 
day internationals would never 
have been invented If their de- 
signers had imagined them to 
be like this. 

It was difficult to blame the 
players for the nature of the 
contest Perhaps they might 
have joined things along a lit- 
tle more but they were shack- 
led by the pitch. It was 
grassless, it turned outra- 
geously it did not bounce, it was 
hopeless. One-day cricket is 



CRICKET 


BY STEPHEN BRENKLEY 
in Sydney 

Sri Lanka 181-7 

England 170-9 

Sri Lanka tom by 11 runs 

for allowing tbe 
-too many easy runs so 
that dose, high scoring match- 
es are artificially engineered. 
But this was worse because, 
while it might have rewarded 
higb batting skills, as Aravinda 
de Silva demonstrated, it also 
required a high degree of good 
fortune. 

Not all matches can be the 
stuff of dreams but the two re- 
maining at Sydney in tbe Carl- 
ton & United Series deserve a 
better surface. The result made 
no difference to the outcome of 
the qualifying table of the tri- 
angular tournament. 

England and Australia are 
already sure of meeting in the 
three-match finals series next 
week after a sequence of poor 
and u nimaginati ve Sri T -anfom 


performances. But England 
had kept insisting that there 
was still touch to play foi; that 
this was still an international 

mfltohan H fhM^ tftiipy nhangpH 

their team, it waste have a clos- 
er look at other men playing for 
places in the World Cup. If the 
subsequent loss did not .de- 
mand- outright rqectka^-por 


plication. 

England made five changes 
from the side which bad so 
handsomely and energetically 
beaten Sri Lanka in Perth last 
week. Alec Stewart, the captain, 
Alan Mullalfyand Robert Croft 

were missing their firyt gamps 

of the competition. Thus, op- 
portunities were provided for 
Mark Alleyne. Vince Wills, Ash- 
ley Giles. John Crawley and, for 
the first time after 107 days on 
tour and 13 international 
matches, Ben Hollloake. 

Perhaps England could be 
accused of misreading the 
pitch, but they were not alone. 
The linguist does not exist who 
could have read this. Nobody 
thought it was an outrageous 


riedsiou when they won the toss 
and asked Sri Lanka to bat 
They were probably hedging 
their bets. 

Sri Irinka, themselves weak- 
ened with the absence through 
injury of two of their most im- 
portant players, Mutfiah Mura- 
Gtharan and Sanal-h .Tayagnriyp 
were somewh^kjynsoledJ 
the presence of -De SflvaT 
was onjfy his second match of 
the series and, while he did not 
make light of the conditions, he 
was not ensnared by them 
either. 

De Silva's 52 came at a run 
a ball and, if he has played in- 
nings offer superior virtuosity 
this showed him for the bats- 
man he is. He tucked offhis Legs, 
found the gaps, kept the board 
going. Romesh Kaluwitharana 
also scored a half century his 
second of the tournament, but 
it was not of the same calibre. 

A target of 182 was what 
England might have expected 
to pursue. They started boldly 
enough with a first-wicket part- 
nership of 53. It was neither 
rapid nor faultless, but there 


SYDNEY SCOREBOARD 


Cn g/n n d non sou 


A W W Gufumanlena « Ciwtoy b Gilo U<i 
73 min. 45 Mb. 7 70 or 
<R 5 Kifcjurttftararia < Gough b Alleyne ....S4 
108 min. St Ms. 5 fours 

WP17CJ Vusnmoui 1* 

26 min. 74 Mfe 

PA Do SIM not out. - S3 

84 min. S3 boSc. 3 fours. I 

■A Rjddtunga e Husutn b Gough .0 

6 min. 4 bob 

D P M Jaya«M»rden* c B riomoahe 

b Alleyne 2 

70 nun. 7 Mb 

M S AUpaOU tovr b Alnne ...4 

13 min. If Mb 

UDU OundHU C <3*3 b Wdb 0 

S mm. 7 Mb 

M P nsafcaratne not out 13 

25 min. 25 Mb. 7 four 

Extras (b*. w12. nb2j 18 

'total (tar 7, 189 nta, M oven) , i»i 
fMfc 1-71 (Gu n anarapia). 2-99 (Wus). 3-T09 
ptaluniOuranJl. S -111 (fbnKUinl. 5-122 
ItalwwneM). 6-132 (Mapatul. 7^34 (Ouft. 

DM m toe G P Wdronaskigne. T T S*ma- 


^ „ i 9-2-93-1 (nbl. w2) (5-2- 

15-0. 231-6-1. T-0-14-0): B HoUMhe 4-0- 
U-OCnbl. w2) (one speflUEaban 9-2-304 
(8-2-24-a 1-O-b-Oy. Ottos 5-0-31-1 («S): 
AIto«nt 9-1-27-31 Mb 8-1-29-1 lone 
spell «*oiJ 

P np grwT Rbsi reduced march u *4 oven . » 
side. Ptoy began at 4.15pm. 50; 54 min. 78 
bills. 100 ! 102 n ‘ 

237 baits. 

KbfcnatttofBM’s 50: 105 min. 84 bafts. 4 
fbrrs. Da Stoo*i so-. 84 mfat. 52 baits. 3 Fours, 
1 SbL 


A J HpsaoMe *t Kaaan*tnarana b Chandra 13 
72 min. 17 ban. 7 tour 

B C HollxMfce run out 4 

7 mm. 6 OoBs 

A F Gde* not out - .10 

71 min. 10 bans 

O Gough not out 1 

4 nun. 3 bods 


" « V Berras (bl. ibS^wl 1 . nblj 18 

mm. 140 balls. ISO: 16b min. ibeal (tar 9. 102 ata, tU ows) 170 


N V Knight b Oundana 58 

137 mm. 709 Mb. 2 furs 

tf J Wells b Samanneen 26 

60 mm. 50 bofls. 2 loan 

0 A Web b Sameranreen 0 

3 min. 2 tabs 

N Hussain st Kaknwtharana b TlWiaratne .9 
78 min. 24 bods 

J P Crawley c Rararunm b Sanuravtccra 13 
37 min. 21 bofis. 1 tour 

M A Eatham c sub b feyawardena — O 

7 1 mat. 3 baits 

M W Alleyne c iayandrdena b Chandana 18 
74 m*». 20 bafts. 1 four 


1-53 (Wettyl. 2-53 IHkJi). 3- 7«. (Hussain). 

4-118 (Cramtoi. S-119 (Kniehr). 6-122 (Est- 
ham). 7.150 (ABeyne). 8-t55 (B HoTCoaKr). 9- 
162 (A HoOioake). 

>6-0-24-0 14^.17-0. 2-0-7-0): 


SUM 90-25-0 |nb!.w5> (one spelli: 
SaoamMsn 9-0-34-3 (6-0-17-2. 1 -0-5-1. 
2-0-12411: rtiawriama B-O-35-3 fw2l (4-0-15- 
0. 1-CM-O. 24-5-1. I -0-5-1. 1-0-6-11: TIBa- 
haracoc 3-0-33-1 |n4). toymidtu 

6-0-24-1 (one spell each). 
rrogresK 90: 5> mfn. 83 ball. 100c 114 mm. 
174 bails. ISO; 161 nan. 239 balls. 

Knight's 50: 1i9mn. 93 balls. 2 lours 
SH UlMCA WON BIT 11 RUNS 
D ual s * : A I UcQudlan and 5 J laufri TV 
m*»1 nap b * . > 1 Cameron. 

Mav aft tto nnerh- T T Samaraweem. 

Comprint by Jo King 


was an air of professional calm 
about it. When Wells was out. 
Ni(± Knight proceeded to play 
himself out of form. 

There were occasions when 
he was deariy saying to himself 
that tins would not do and be at- 
tempted to break out But it (fid 
not last Knight is a cavaflec and 
made to look like a 
id. 

Sri Lanka gave Chaminda 
Vaas four overs at the start of 
the innings and two more later; 
but otherwise used only spin of 
various hues, beginning with De 
Silva and embracing Til an 
Samaraweera, playing his first 
match of the competition, the 
fifth of his career - and taking 
3 fin* 24 and the man of the 
match award. 

A measure of England’s dif- 
ficulties was their progress be- 
tween 48 and 73. It was entirely 
in singles. That might have 
been acceptable had there been 
more of them. But as Stewart 
suggested later - after the 
team meeting - there were too 
many scoreless balls. 

Knight was fifth out at 119, 
having made. 58, his first half 
century of the tournament in 
109 balls, a rate as untypical as 
his lean run. Tbe rest perished 
trying to hit boundaries and 
confirmed only bow difficult 
this task was. 

If it was an unattractive 
match, it was also sad for the 
younger Hollioake. Having 
waited so long for his chance, 
he shared the new ball with 
Darren Gough, but the pitch 
suited neither his pace nor di- 
rection. He then batted at nine 
when it was too late and was 
run out He deserved to make 
his feelings dear at the team 
meeting. 


Gough 

gives 

tourists 

initiative 


by spencer Wright 
in New Plymouth 

England U-19 285 & 47-1 
New Zealand U-19 202 

THE DOUBLE Durham spin at- 
tack of Graeme Bridge and 
Michael Gough turned the first 
Under- 19 Test England's way 
on the second day here yes- 
terday, as the pair took four 
New Zealand wickets between 
them for only two runs after tea. 

The Kiwis, replying to Eng- 
land's first-innings total of 285. 
collapsed from 'J00 for 6 to 202 
all out in the space of three 
overs. At stumps the tourists 
were 47 fir l in reply having lost 
the opener Ian Flanagan, but 
were leading by iao. 

With injuries to pacemcn 
Richard Logan and Joe Tuck- 
er, it was the front -line spinners 

- Bridge and Richard Dawson 

- who dominated the attack. 

After tea. the England cap- 
tain, Gough, decided it was 
time for his own off-spin to be 
given a twirl and he induced a 
mistimed pull shot from Peter 
McGlashan, who was caught at 
midwicket by lan Bell for 39. 

In the next over, Bridge had 
Michael Hendry caught by 
Dawson. Bruce Martin was 
caught by BeQ off Gough soon 
after, and the following ball 
Gillespie skied Bridge to extra 
cover where BeQ took his fourth 
catch of the innings. 

Only Michael Rapps, who 
fell to Matt Bulbeck for 64. and 
Brad Patton, who made a styl- 
ish 36. showed any attacking 
flair for the hosts. ' 

Second any. England tuan .*=» 
ENGLAND U-19 -HraC taurines: 2SS (R 
K I Djwschi 67. R 1 Loun 61 . 1 N FUmj- 
gan SB; H Sivnv 5-49). 

NEW ZEALAND U-19 - HA tontnx* 

T McIntosh c Tucker b Lo&m I 

M Pbpps c Wallace b Butoech 64 

J Engiefield Rkv b Bulbeck 0 

B Jansen c Wallace b Logan .13 

B Par ton c BeU b Bridge 36 

J Franklin c Maunders b Dawson 25 

P McGlashan c Bell b Gough . 39 

M Hendry C Dawson b Bridge 3 

B Martin c Bell b Gough .0 

M Gillespie c Beil b Bodge 1 

H Shaw not out 0 

Extras (5b 1 31b 2nb) 20 

TbeM 1103.1 own) -202 

folk 1-1. 2-4. 3-33. 4-86. 5-127. 6-178. 
7-200. B-200. 9-202. 

BoaNF BuJbech 15-6-23-2; Logan 8-1- 
1 5-2: Tucker 6-1-22-0; Bridge 37/M 5-S4- 
3: Dawson 24-10-55-1 . Gough 1 3-7-1 S-2 
ENGLAND IMS -Socood toning* 

M A Gough nor due... 18 

I N Flanagan b GlHespie _..12 

I R Bell not out 11 

Extras (5b. 1 w| :_.6" 

Tool (Tor 1,13 own) ™^7 

MB 1-28. 

lb Bmc M A Carfaeny R K J Dawson. J K 
Maunders. J R Tucket M P Bulbeck. R J la- 
gan. M A Wallace. G R Bridge. 

BonUnf Shaw 3 0 18 0: Franklin 3 I 6 
0; Gillespie 3 T 7 1 ; Martin 3 1 60; Jansen 
1 050. 

Rain makes 
progress slow 

By mark Hargreaves 
in Harare 

PERSISTENT RAIN restricted 
play on the second day of the 
unofficial Tfest between Eng- 
land A and Zimbabwe A to nine 
overs and five balls yesterday. 

It took Glamorgan's Darren 
Thomas oaty three overs before 
he found the outside edge as 
left-handed Andy Blignaut, on 
six. drove at a ball of foil length 
to give wicket-keeper Chris 
Read an excellent catch high to 
his Left in front of first slip. 

Mehyn Betts, who saw a 
catch put down off his bowling 
at third slip on the first day, was 
once again the unlucky bowler 
when Bryan Strang edged be- 
tween first and second slips. An- 
drew Flintoff touched but could 
not hold on to a sharp chance. 

Zimbabwe are on 95 for 6. 
though there must be a doubt 
as to whether the rain will 
allow any further play today. 

FIRST A TEST MATCH (HararaJ: 

Zimbabwe A 95-6 |5 D Tttotiu.', 4- S7) v 
England A. 


ddin« 


Blow whistle 
on amateurs 

Sir. As more and mere money 
enters the Premier League, 
what baa improved? Grounds, 
in line with the Taylor report; 
Premier League games, as 
foreign players offer 
something different; E ng l is h 
players, as foreign players 
teach our players how to play; 
Refereeing standards, as, 
err... 

Managers such as 
Fferguson. Wenger; Strachan 
and Gullit, and pundits like 
Brooking and Hansen voice 
doubt on refereeing 
dec! ns. Everything has 
jhuf' ^.professional, except 
ihu rferee. . . 

li the Football Association 
so arrogant to believe that 
unprofessional part-timers, 
no different from 30 years 
ago, are adequate to cope 
with the modern game? 

With four referees 

(assistants and substitute) 
per game, and 10 games per 
week, and even allowing for a 
modest annual salary (rf 


Sports letters 

Post letters to Sports Desk at 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London El 4 5DL and include a daytime telephone number. Faxes to 0171 293 2894 
or e-maii to sport@independent-co.uk E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity 


£20,000. the outlay would be 
only £800,000 per year. Surely 
a small price to pay in a very 


GARY JACOB 
St Catherine’s College, 

Oxford 

Bowling balls 

Sin I was somewhat 
bemused by the views of Tom 
Saul and Mat Coward 
(Letters, 27 January) 
concerning the recent furore 
over Muralitharan's bowling 
action. Mr Coward's 
comments on the “British 
attitude” to sport could 
certainly not be applied to 
David Lloyd, whose petulant 
and spiteful attack after 
Muxafi had bedazzled 

England' s batsmen last 
summer smacked more than 


a little of sour grapes. Can I 
also detect a sense of sm ug 
superio rity fr om the British 
media over recent events 
Down Under? 

OK, so Australia may well 
have the best cricket team in 
the world and they can beat 
England without breaking 
sweat but their players are 
flfehonegt and the officials 
are racist bullies- It seems 
the “British attitude" to 
being substandard these 
days is to seek refuge in self- 

righteousness. 

JOSEPH S PIERCY 
Brighton, E Sussex 

Whip woes 

Sir The Brian Vmer 
interview with Tbqy McCoy 
was most readable (27 
January). It was also most 


revealing to those who abhor 
the use of the whip. 

Defending his own 
whipping, the jockey 
criticised that of others - "I 
see marked horses every day 
and it's not a pretty sight” 
Do such sights not 
strengthen the case for a 
whip ban? 

He went on: “I think I’ve 
always used the whip in the 
correct way." So Ttaiy’s the 
only one in step over his 
suspensions. All the other 
“Tbm, Dick and Harrys’ 1 - his 
term for Stewards, Jockey 
Club, ef al - are wrong in his 
opinion. Perhaps, when he 
inevitably beats Peter 
Scudamore’s record of 
winners, he would like to be 
presented with a golden 
whip. 

MAY and JIM BRUNTON 
Edinburgh 


Panel flannel Ugly truth 


Sir: Punters have an extra 
hazard to overcome when 
forecasting results for matches 
on which toe Pools Panel is 
invoked Instead of guessing 
the results, they have to work 
out which way toe members 
wffi get them wrong. 

On the weekend of 23 
January, toe Panel had 
opportunities to make four 
wrong decisions - and scored 
100 per cent They said that 
Chelsea would lead Oxford at 
half- time and full-time; the 
reality was 0-0 and l-l. No 
goals at all were predicted 
for Wolves v Arsenal; the 
outcome, l-l at half-time, 1-2 
at the final whistle. Anyone 
who had tbe correct results 
may have felt slightly cross. 
HARVEY COLE 
Winchester 


Sin A letter (27 January) 
referred to sport being a 
source of pleasure... not 
warfare by other means. 
Sadly toe word sport is quite 
discredited We hear much of 
drug-enhanced performance 
and the endemic power of 
money, but baser instincts 
reveal themselves in 
excessive triumphalism. If 
sport is a metaphor for life, 
then we are finished, as the 
ugliness portrayed in 
triumphal gestures and facial 
masks can only be bettered 
fay the higher primates. 

The mass adulation and 
will to win of Nazi Germany 
and Nuremberg rallies seem 
no longer ghosts. If ohfy 
there was more of tbe self- 
mockery of - ironically - 
Jfirgen Klinsm ann and his 


celebratory dives, then 
maybe we could regain some 
perspective. 

ROBERT FRENCH 
KingskersweU , Devon 

Positive bid 

Sir Manchester City Council 
as a partner in Manchester's 
bid for the 2000 Olympic 
Games, recognises that a 
successful Games in Sydney 
is important for sport and 
vital for the Olympic 
movement Tbe Council 
therefore, wishes the 2000 
Olympic organisers in 
Australia every success. 

Should the allegations of 
malpractice related to the 
2002 Winter Olympics in Salt 
Lake City lead to further 
investigations, we have 
already undertaken to support 
the British Olympic 


Association and the 
International Olympic 
Committee in any way re can. 
We wifi respond constructively 
and positively to any requests 
for information about the 
bidding process for the 2000 
Games. 

If it is demonstrated that it 
was influenced by any 
impropriety, then the City 
Council will discuss the 
position with the British 
Olympic Association and tbe 
Government and may 
consider compensation. 

The Ofympic bidding 
process, irrespective of 
outcome, was an important 
and positive experience for 
Manchester and the North- 
west It created a legacy 
which included the National 
Cycling Centre, Europe's 
largest indoor arena, and it 
provided impetus to our 
stadium plans. 

It was also the forerunner 
of the bidding process which 
will bring the 2002 
Commonwealth Games to 
England and the city. 
Councillor RICHARD LEESE 
Toum HaR, Manchester 
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Danoli returns to linger in 


TWO YEARS ago, the chance to 
see Danoli run at a racecourse 
in Ireland would put thousands 
on to the attendance. Bade in 
1994, he put a hundred times as 
much into punters’ pockets 
when he won the Sun Alliance 
Novices’ Hurdle. He opened 
fetes and received ha gftiig of fen 
mail, like Desert Orchid and 
Red Rum rolled into a single, 
brave little Irish package, until 
the leg injury which almost 
killed him seemed to stop the 
bandwagon in its tracks. 

This Sunday though, it oould 
receive a burly push in the 
general direction of Chel- 
tenham. Danoli win join the field 
for the Hennessy Cognac Gold 
Cup at Leopardstown, his first 
race since October; and a repeat 
ofhis victory in the same event 
two years ago would reduce the 
entire grandstand to tears. 
Even a gallant third place 
would be enough to send him 
to the Gold Cup on a wave of 
reigh and optimism. 

But like all the best heroes, 
Danoli has a Saw. The leg prob- 
lem which has troubled him for 
four months is still causing 
concern, butat 11 years of age, 
this year's Gold Cup will prob- 


by Greg wood 


ably be his last If it is to remain 
a serious target a run on Sun- 
day is essential. 

“We didn’t intend running 
him foragood bit [afieriris sea- 
sonal debut] and the Hennessy 
was always the race we were 
planning foe" Ibm Bbley, Dano- 
ifs trainer; said yesterday. 

“We expected to run in the 
Ericsson Chase at Christmas, 
only he got a sprain on his hind 
fetlock and that put us bade a 
long, long way. We’ve had to try 
and keep him working away 
even though it wasn’t right, 
and take everything day to 
day” 

The favourite for Sunday’s 
race is Florida Pearl, who has 
been the natural heir to Dano- 
fi in Irish racing's affections. He 
seems sure to start at odds-on, 
despite having fallen at the 
same course over Christmas, 
but mazy of those who take a 
short price ahead him win prob- 
ably have a small saver on 
Danoli too, just in case. 

Foley, though, offers tittle 
encouragement, for the Hen- 
nessy at least “I think that 
Florid Pearl could win on Sun- 


Obstruction 
to Route plan 


DIRECT ROUTE could be 
forced to miss a run in the Mit- 
subishi Shogun Ascot Chase on 
20 February because of the 
lade of a suitable jockey. If the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup leading 
fancy Tteeton Mill has his Fes- 
tival warm-up in the two-and- 
a-hatfmBe Grade One race-as 
seems likely - he will be ridden 
by Norman Williamson. That 
would leaving Johnson with 
the task of replacing the Irish- 
man on Direct Route, whom he 
partnered to success in the 
Tingle Creek Chase at San- 
down in December 

Johnson has Tbny McCoy 
and Paul Carberry in mind for 
Direct Route, who is the mar- 
ket leader for the Champion 
Chase at Cheltenham. Howev- 
er, Tony Dobbin, fiercely criti- 
cised for his tactics on the 
eight-year-old when second in 
the Castleford Chase at Weth- 
erby overGhristmas, is out of 
the running. 

McCoy could be claimed for 
one of Martin Pipe’s entries in 
the race, leaving Johnson with 
a problem. 

“Direct Route is a horse 
who has to have a pipe- opener 
so I definitely want to get him 
down for the Mitsubishi race. 
But I wouldn’t run him if I 
couldn’t get Tony or Paul, it is 
as simple as that 

Johnson has gone 49 days 
without a win and said: “I can’t 
seem to do any thin g ri ght at the 

minute. I had a disastrous day 
at Musselburgh yesterday 
[Tuesday]. My horses are run- 
ning well without winning. I 
have had about 20 seconds and 
thirds." 


Another trainer who suf- 
fered a reversal yesterday was 
Venetia Williams, who sent out 
the hot favourites Jack Tanner 
and S3k Vestment to defeat at 
Newton Abbot 
Jack Tanner, a top-class 
novice hurdler two years ago 
but off the course since, was 
sent off 1-6 favourite for the 
novices’ chase and had the as- 


RJ CHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Cheerful Aspect 
fPcmcester 3.10) 
NB: Grooving 
(Kelso 4.00) 


sistanceof McCoy However the 
10 -year-old was very weary up 
the home st raigh t as F ighting 
Times and Vince Slattery went 
on to register a six-length win 
over Fleeting Mandate. 

Silk Vestments started at 
4-6 for the novices’ hurdle but 
could only manage a one-paoed 
third, 14 lengths behind Mr 
Perfects. 
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RESULTS 


NEWTON ABBOT 
Gang; Hewy 

2.10: (2m 110yds novice chase) 

1. FIGHTING TIMES V Slattery 7-1 

2. Fleeting Mandate J Magee 20-1 

3. Jack Tanner _A P UcOoy 14 fav 

Also: 80-1 Scartet Rentier (4th). 100-1 
Classic (maps. 

5 ran. 6, 4. 17. (winner bay gekSng by Good 
Tones out to QueBbt trained by Msa K 
Marta at BewcBoy lor N Shuts) Tbtr. win 
£420; places CIU cm OF; moo. CSF: 
E43.71 


8 ran. 4. 2X 7. (wtanar brown gekSng by 
Larufysp out of Done Perfects trakted fay 
R Frost at BucktasOeigh far B P Burred). 
Tote: win £1300; ptacaa £290. £1 30, Cm 
DF: CZTTO CSF: D SZStt 


4-10; (3m 2f TDyds novice chase) 

1. ATAVISTIC R OaMoody 4-6 tar 

2 Christchurch J Magee 3-2 

3. DMm> Chance *kJ D Moore 20-1 

Also: 9-2 nch Tycoon. 

4 ran. 26. cfaL (Wfanarboy gafcffag by Arete- 
rear oof at Sneed untied by p Hobbs at 
hfinehead tor Mrs J Emery). Tata: wh £ISQ 
DF: £170. CSF: C27tt 


240: (2m Bf novice hantfeap hunfa) 

1. CRAZY CRUSADER O Leahy 7-1 

2 Stating Storm _ — J Osborne 6-4 1»* 

2 Remember Star — G Supple 8-1 

Also: 7-1 Otter River. 8-1 Sandoran (4th). 
fa-1 Cherry Pie (5th), 16-1 River MuBgan, 
VMad Dancer, 2Q-1 Amottesbambo, 33-1 
Ffictamg Light Music Class (6lh). 

11 ran. 6. 4, T5. 3. dsL (wfrner grey more 
by Gaboon out a/ Lizzie The Twig traned 
by D GarxJoifo el Wantage for A E Frost) 
Ttote: win £800; places £180. £120, £260 
DF: £680 CSF: £1657 Tricast ETB84. 


440: {2m If condtionais handicap hudtej 

1- HIGH LOW J MogtbrdS-1 

2 Glectal Mlssfle S Draw* 7-2 

2 Distant Storm — Mfchaal Brennan 8-1 
Also: 54 fav Ids Dawn (5th), 6-1 Carted 
Cymru (4th), 33-1 Mead Court 68-1 
Karachi (6th). 

Tran. 8. A Vh, VJ,, 7. (winner bey geKtoig 

by Clever Trick out of En Trempa trsnod by 
I Jones at Cwmbran for hmaeH). Tote: wn 
£660: places £Ufa £23a DF: £050 CSF: 
£ 220 . 

Ptecapot: £6250 Quadpoh £080 
Place 8: £20072 Place 8: £300 


210: (2m ifayda harticap chase) 

1. NORTHERN SAD0LB1 Jl Johnson 4-1 

2 Robins Pride R FkiM 7-1 

2 Elegant Des Coasts _R Dunwoody 4-1 
Also: everts taw Rocktarctoel 12-1 Hold Tour 
Ranks (4th), 33- 1 Benjamn Lancaster 
(6th), Northern Singer (5th). 

7 ran. fa & fa. «. 28. (winner chestnut 
geUing by Namtck our at Mbs Sootier 
trained by R Hodges at Somerton lor Nm- 
soH). Tote: wn 8420; piacea Eiao £280 
DF: £080 CSF: £2382 


240: (2m if ncMco futile) 

1. MR PERFECTA J Frost 12-1 

2 Matnfler C Maude 5-1 

aSHkltetomente R Johnson 4-6 fav 

Also: 3-1 Grangewood King. 12-1 Granny 
Rich. 33-1 Maes More Rat (4th), 66-1 Baby 
Lancaster. XJO-1 Wriet Wbnrd. 
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WOLVERHAMPTON 
Going: Standard 

I- 30: 1. ARC (R Pru+iam) tl-Wfav; 2. Scto- 

ttattog Sound 12-1 ; 2 lbchnlelan 11 -4. 11 
ran. ‘h. 2 (F Jordan. Lewrfnatal IUk £220; 
£UQ E4SQ £1SQ DF: £1650 CSF: £1740 TH- 
cast £3207. 

200: 1. PRODIGAL SON (N Rated) 13-2; 
2 Love Opera 2-1 ter: 2 Roderick Jamas 

II- 4 9 ran. 3 'b. Vb. (Mre V Wted. Granthom). 
■R*k CBOCX £200 £180 £lBQ DFi £060 CSF: 
data THcasc £420. ML' Vtefflrtg Krtght 
230 : 1. TROJAN GIRL f T G McLaughBn) 
4-1 ; 2 Pride Of Brtaon 3-1 ; 2 Mary Jana 
n-4 fav. 8 ran. ’A. I 1 /*- (N Ltttmoden, 
VMvcrhampton). Tbtm £640; £200 £160. 
£180 DF: £1480 CSF: £B2S 

200: 1. CHINA CASTLE (P Goode) 11-4; 
2 Lysandros 8-1 ; 2 Primary Ctooure 7-1 
8 ran. 84 far King Pram (4th). */«, 'A. (P 
Hasiam, Middaham). TOie: £30); £110. 
£270 £220. DF: £3080 CSF: £2377. Tric- 
asc £12872 NR: FtewMam. 

23tt 1. THEKHYAATI (J Oufan) 3-1 it far. 
2 TMhilah Befle 3-1 |t tev: 2 SwW 14 -l 11 
ran. 2 17«. (M JohnstorL Mddaham). Tbte: 
£480; £ISO £160 £3X1 OF: £840 CSF: £1120 
TMcaat £10642 Trttacta: £24880 
4JXS: 1. WEST U THERE (A Cufaane) 
Evens ter. 2 Nlehotaa Mtetrs&s 9-1 ; 2 Di- 
amond Blush 20-1 7 ran. ’/■. 7. (R 
Hotinshead, Upper Longdon). tote: £230; 
£180 £280 DF: £700 CSP £1087. 

4J3U 1. ROYAL PREVIEW {C Cano) 7-2 
few: 2 Indian Swfager 7-1; 2 Potty MBs 
12-1 9 ran. 7. 7 l (M BaB. Newmarket). Tctfa 
£380; £300 £260 £170 OF: E28LTO CSF: 
£2553 THcaSt £3*042 
Jackpot £729370 
Placapo t EH8Q Qnadpot £tlOO 
Place R £002 Place K £762 


d^y without even coming off the 
bridle, that’s what Fd be ex- 
pecting of him, anyhow. There’s 
none of the Irish horses can 
touch him, and we’re not ex- 
pecting to be in the running at 
alL 

“We’re hoping that he runs 
a nice race and comes back 
sound, and if he does, at least 
we have five weeks left to pre- 
pare him for Cheltenham, and 
I’d be reckoning that we could 
put in a good run there.” 

But it is impossible to know 
how a return to competition 
might fire a natural performer 
like Danoli. “I think he knows 
that there’s something going 
an," tibfey says. “The television 
cameras were down today and 
we took him to Leopardstown 
on Ladbroke Hurdle day to 
give him a tittle run-around, so 
he knows that he’s getting back 
to racing. 

“An awful lot of people en- 
quire about him wherever I go, 
but the thing is that he’s been 
so long without running that 
people are starting to say heT 
never come back. But if he 
comes back and puts in a de- 
cent run, it’ll be back to the 
same as even 


“Florida Pearl takes the 
pressure off us, but Fd love to 
have it all back.” 

If Danoli makes it as for as 
Cheltenham, hewfllbe the first 
horse on many minds. Cool 
Dawn, by contrast, will proba- 
bly start among the outsiders, 
despite having actually won 
the Gold Cup last yean His 

farm fthwtiMn torn din- 

appointing, but he is now re- 
covering from treatment for 
crushed vertebrae in his back, 
sustained when he toppled over 
in the parade ring at Wincanton 
before his seasonal debuL 
“It wasn’t serious but it was 
painful when he jumped,” 
Robert Alnez; his trainer, said 
yesterday “It has settled down 
now and be is back in full work. 
He is being trained for the 
Gold Cup, and all being weti 
beT go straight to Cheltenham. 
We are not stressing him too 
much, and we are Imping for 


TOWCESTER 


HYPERION 

1.40 Winters Keep 3.40 African Sun 

2.10 Wandering Light (nb) 4.10 Beyond Our Reach 

2-40 Bassano 4 AO Uniyan 

3.10 Cheerful Aspect 


HURDLE (G) £2.000 added 2m Sf Penalty Value £1,884 

1 5608S CLAIRESWAN (7) (MBamQ C Dtiyof 7CQ II H Naogfatoo (5) 

2 S2I201 AMUiOMfEMOffiES(49(qpjonaMLaPteiJMnBWteng9n>1 -£Byma 

3 3MS» N*CHEPARX(U3«i)ro(tytMBariASmrSll7 T Bay 

4 EW4- OURSUMBflDGE (RM) (□) (BF) (Gordon WD^rl A CzsF n 3 6 0MeFM(5) 

5 WP4 ADIB(USA)07)(NMMon}NMnai91l6 RGaaf 

6 HTO45 THE H3KG DOCTOR pi) (C) (Gafapng Pixwit P Bonn 9 11 5 VMntoa 

7 OGFUQO MR CHTOSra pfl) IDwJ Marn Mss L SdM 7 3 4 RDaoaoocfy 

8 -6001) SMVp7) (03) (MaJ Inma) MsZDareai II D J Mr A Intel (7) 

9 86060 CAMBO (USAj [«0) (CO) [M Banks) U Barks C C S) MUctonte 

fa BMPS SOC CLERKS (27) (W J Odtf) Ms S Odrt 6 fa 0 BFMsb 

If 323S3 BALMORAL PRMCmS (27) (Mi SKMonfOMcCanfi fa fi A P McCoy 

fa «F64P WMERSNBB>f«9(iannRa*vev9MMB^v7«S Jltagra 

13 545 TRAKEira(33)&AMa9al)RH<**Md4fa2 GmyLfam 

H DODO SAMMNTEt3f)(MWsgRBu*fer8faO DOSaBuap) 

fa 9000- cmrr Ufa (418) p#*HUcdBy)HMcUey8faO MrAI ta(7) 

S mSP CRAZY HORSE DANCSfpT) (D) (Mrs A floais)FJntl»ll DO RFteiMB 

-lBdicterad- 

Ifctraun iwlgft fOti TiuahanScepwegteChtylsdast r3b,Qxy Horse OmKarBst 11b. 
BETTING: 9-2 Aftcte Ptrk, 8-1 Otianl Mna. 7-1 S te ep ly . 8-1 CUmmi, AmBSoreMno- 
Ilw, 9-ITta RjtaB Doctor, 10-1 dabo, WErtin Kaap, 12-1 OvattitogB.Adb.14-1 often 
faSB Cnfto fa fa 2 U nctaate 81 (M Sarto) 21 m 

FORM GUIDE 

Ctairoamn: Cntarick Smlf vrfnnv fiwn 12to hWtar teat Baaaan. Sgna of return to 
IcnntetBflaangpaBwftBo-BlBnga B flttiofigtoCtetiadaiBBBaat to itengdonprnM 
bcafi soft), Posstiy best on A tight course 

AmnonmamoftoK Rav il iHwnri tinea lay-oH wrth Vtartingdan 3rn2f aacond and 2- 
lencpti Mte ow Summar Flower hare (2m tel hopi softj. Fomi uriteg out but 8b 
Mghar 

Apaehs Me Fomi of Iaksater2n4fwte in Dec tooling good vto aadlabte 8 tangifa 
48i of 19 Id Catftadnri Bela at Itontingdon (2rn5f heap, soft) toaowtig 7-wati teycfL 
4to Nghar now but one to consider 

OufSttnb«ldga:Wteng from 2Et»tetfwtiaa a a aa o n »agn 3 dBfcia d tinea 21 tangfts 
48i to Kraal a f ontwafl pm8f art heap, good) to April Bate watehad 
Atflb: Ayr vrtener tar Geoige Moots in 199S97 from 5B> hflbac Better aftort this term 
when 28 lengthB 4tfi to Steipiy tNV fNa C&D ias month, but ptenty to find 
Tha Flying Doctor Vtei traaiad an Wtenrick 13 lengths 3rd to Northvn Maestro to 
Nmr (2m3f sal. good) tan 4 to highat Baton form on soft ground anca 
Mr CtvIteiB: UnreSabte sort on aSdaatoce Hurttogdon 3m2f (aofl) wto vrth ffichaid 
Dunwoody to March from fata higher Dunvroody on board buf Htte appeal 
Sknply: Narrow C&D winner from WateharVriao teat month folowtog Fataatona win, 
buf tough teak from 3to N^wr to mora uanr efit i ve ccnpany 
Combo: Last yaart wtonv from 4to toner but has not shown much tie term apart 
from 20 langttwfflh to Chorta Barker te Windsor and ponbty feting hte years 
Six Clartca: Ltotead abSty over fences last saeaan and Ma shwr h hurdtes tha term 
Babnonl Priocesa: Mm Rasen 2m3f winer tan Ito tower In Dec and ctosaiy 
weaned wdh Stofaly on mar nvnlng omt C&D btasL McCoy booking totereattog 
but ptenty an hv (tite 

Wtotera Kaap: StB a novice but promisin g fa length s 4th to Owabsaivn at CarCste 

(2m« he»y) in Nwl Oteappcetong since but one to watch to betting 

TlakatoR Sijyw of ab8ty whan 8 lengths 4ih In Uttaoter 2m nmtoa ratar In Dec but 

ttia ppci itt tg <w same C&D tinea and metes Rile appeal 

Sandanta: Fbst farm to Ivid poor Exeter amif safer (heavy) teal month but felad 

to isproiice that effort at Fofcestcno and Btiy to tenggle in ftte toutfwr race 

ChMy Lad: Stafford novice safer wtonv fa months ago but is mtemg test ^paaranoe 

for fa mcxXhs and toota one to be wwy of tor ha nvxnarA 

Crazy Horn Dancer Showtog nothing and taled off at SedgaMd on latBat start 

VERDICT; Rather toiprovemert In iha ground ccddbrng Tha Hying Doctor toto 

tha argument off a tatint marfc. but wtft the Bwawod of c o nr W o n a raraatotogtste- 

tog APACHE RARK toota the answee He should be sharper far Hvtiingdon and a 

rahan to Ms previous Latoasterwto nte g tone wcUd m a h a h im hwd to beat Clterw n 

toota a posabte danger; and a major bid by Winter* Map cannot be tied out 


T?Tj TOTE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS O £10,000 Ob 
LirJ added 3m If Penalty Value £6,938 

P2-TO RWHTSABfRS)C33)([l)f ABti) IA»AMNwrajvSrBh tin 1) GBradtay 

arm- VMHDER14GUaiT(g^(^WBDudwMCfW ta> i Ata )HMyBlTa.^BJBhnaon 

PlRtt CHRISTMAS 30Rffi(K3)(DRStodd»bNQBseta fa 11 3 CU rateju 

BAMQEADMICO) (AJCMsLBatia) JSpniafall 3 Alfegrin 

P1-PPF RAIIALLAH (22) (CD) (Msdans Qrean Fafowtiti Mte H Knight fa 11 3 JOtioty 

P5F4f 00tvaiaAY(U)fC)CTiBita)ta) JQHortfCOH LAspte 

PtlffP BRAlfE BUCCANEER (7) (CmpEFatea)nEFoM|grfafa7 SFcoc 

433SP SOL0GBfT(1^(CO)(Ea3ttuyHadnrtAP*nesO1D5 -BCBtort 

1RXHJ JUST BRUCE (243) (AM Haiti) Ms EHatih fa faO ■feaFNeedhea 

13U35- BAL17D0UGAH (2ES) (CD) (Ito H MsTea) R MtiBW 11 DO WHMonV 


tfntnom aegfc Iflst True fwdeap watftt.faa au» Ssf lib. Batydoogm fersta 
BETTfttt 7-4 RgMnidfrad. 1M ttandwtog UgW. 7-1 BanMwad. W RanaWv Sate Gta, 121 
OxtetDBBS Gain 20-1 DvoverBty, 25-J Brm Buccnwa^ 33-1 JUM Bruce, Bti^daugwi 
1996; Sal By The Stas 9 11 fa S Wyma 08 fer (T Foote) 8 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

RlgMaaktlrad: toproving teat with wins el Pltnpfwu Fotesfone and Nawbtay (3m2f 
heap. Heavy). Raised 7b tor beattog Aak Anthony 3'/. lengths latest and stiff task 


now but atead by testing cortisone and carxioi be ftsnfeaed 

Wandering Light Notional Hunt Chasw winner at Cheltenham (4rr>, good) In March 

and tool® iwfertly waghted on a Snattrough thtolpteced Tbrduff Exprras. Progreraiw, 
goes wal fresh and acta on an eesy au-taca 


Christmas Goraa: Winner ftest time out two seasons ago and later unlucky tan 5b 
higher at Warwick, but tidalned far 22 months. Long the to tooth for c om e b ack 
Bankhaad: Returned to texting two sesnons ago atter anadc novice chasa career 
(winner over 2m here), Showing plenty of abtity orer hurtles stoce lay-off but dffi- 
ctet to weigh i8> to fte sfftare 



■ Mouse Morris will today 
confirm either Topy McCoy or 
Paul Carberry as Boss Doyle’s 
rider in Sunday's Hennessy 
Cognac Gold Cup. McCoy is 
favourite to take the ride on the 
seven-year-old. 


Danoli has the support ofhis loyal trainer Tom FWey (centre) and stable-lad Jim IVeacy 


DonAhratatn 


RamattataCome 


anti xuccntsM (FI Dvs mark at Enter test May, but run- 


ntog poorly 3» am and pttiad up boft saves fcnca harW baton Mteig n the race 
woo by King Luota at Kampton tefete. DrtcuK to fancy wdh yard out of farm 


Denver Bay: Fcrmsdy uasfti chaser but ptied up tax bm n late fiv* awts 
BnMa Biiccte wa r. PmgtaBwafarAndyTirDtitwo jM a i i nn'i aBdwwrai gta iifrom 
8to tagber over C&2: Ma to somptefe to no starts for new yard after tay-off 
Sato Geatt Hurec^doe tioecralto ftoDp soraatag o( a plodder Wtf n on 3-iengft 
2nd to Tbung Kany « Marta Anwt H>sH soft) n Dee but trip on sharp wte 
Jute Broca: Storing anca beaeng Natwa Vteftra tan 4ta Ughtir at Lecestar h 
Utai first «: srzwjwte and bast wabhed ter of nmvte Acts tm soft 


GOING: Chases - Soft; Hudtes - Good to Soft (Heavy patches). 

■ R&tt-hand. mtoteteig droat Run-te of MOyda 

■ Course is on AS SE of town Bus semea horn N o tft a np ton szaoon ADMISSION: 
Members C® Ttoforsafe £9 (OAPs £Q; Course S3 CAR PARK: Free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: D Nictation 29-75 (387%). K SaDoy 13-53 £245%) Mro J 
Pitman 11-48 (229%), Wsa V WIBama XXJ3 (303%). C Brook* 9-42 (214%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A Maguire 19-63 (302%). N W8HBinaon 17-89 (2S8%1 W 
Maraton 1696 (16.7%), A P McCoy 14-71 (fa7%). J Osborn* fa-55 (23 8%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 182-472 (386%). 

BUNKERED FIRST THE: . 


BaBydoogaiK Copaiti of tataig a tatod on ptii of tete sanorfa form (despite batog 
cut of the handcapi and goes parbotiriy wal hare, bm tong tey-otf a worry 


VERDICT! Harry Dafy has a remarkable sMte-ofe ovar recta areata and WAN- 
DERING LIGHT h» arfy to taka where he toft oft at CtaManham test March » 
prove a vary tough nut ndaati Ha goes wfl fresh, and wtSi tha smtiriy progre*- 
awa Rlghtxaklfrad 3cafy to mata tha a good test tewUflbaabte to epkte Mb anpla 


BROADWAYS STAMPINGS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
SZJOOO added 2ra Penalty Value £2£13 


li yin I WINNING FORMULA FOR WEDDINGS SELLING H*CAP 
l 1 '^! HURDLE (G) £2.000 added 2m 5f Penalty Value £1384 


6291- SHALAAL(U5A|(25N(cKaoti»UOaprato$«n 

56 BA5SA1C (USA) |t^L D M*teia}J 3000511 3 

OTP- COLONELHOCK(2»QMs5J^de*C0N«titecr.7n3 .. 

63 CETTiePOBfT(I5);3LHoti7';53tingiSn3 ... 

04' «8WSWip(W)'=74)g-arr FVfegramgna 

P MORE RJHftJSA)OT M3**s, ti BaMB rr 3 

OP NM08l(eEH)(9){3Ctiwe«toEIJHfeen3 

3W»3 PRAME MXAN (12) !La£y Amt Boetetic) 0 Bonwr S h 3 . ., 
2 WDanD(tf}AabtiA»)teatiaasJftai;i(3 


PMdi 

R Johnson 

— DOdhghsr 
■■OWtiBWi 

HMctarti 

GBndtey 


6-1 Stated. 12-1 PnMa btiwv 16-I 


fa 36 HBfBURYPnWCBSpiTF’EDatiBilBBltiterBfag JBPomD 

-tOdadtad- 

BETT1HG: 114 ftedomaks, *-1 Cte Tta Potot 9-2 BMaano, B-1 Stated, 12-1 PtaMa btiwv iB- 

Cotonai Hook. Mora Fun, 33-1 often 

G9B Sobnan 5 r 3 F hdt oea ter U 3f*9d- *7 rat 

FORM GUIDE 

Stolaafc CcR&med eary promao oaate« McateA at Canmal pmif non good 

to firm) m May but wdterad since Ve » tfo* na rra ti a s soft poind 
Bassano: YB to iw up to tegh home ratrg and Bred batty tan US after pitiig 
hard whan dean: 6ft d 9 to tiigsreatv a Hampton &nst non actQ. Sborter vp 
shoukf ate and capable d candaratoy Sarer d he teams to satlfe 
Cofanal Hook: LOa agr. d abfey ti bum pe r s and «t two hurctas ouaigs tar John 
OShea. Worft a toieti r the marta cn test nsi far new yard 
Gat Tbe Potot biproved on pronsng debut wbaa ewry chance 3 caiL 7 lengths 
3rd oM7 to Gerrstcre 3t Ha sn Qdcn (2m rev. sofif tout 6 lengths u bnd ivdh nm- 
ner-up Radomata hereon seme tenns 

Kurtlteten; Soma abfey n Ludow novice n May (996 first race once 
Mora Raw an wmer and pfacadte tetefinRarBB tar Cnquana Head, but 33^1 and 
ataays batata ri race wen by Draoafci at Kampton (ten hatay) on jumps debut 
Nansen: Prattc Ftet mna in Gemiany. Showng fettle taar onfaer and pitied up ata 
feftng tan halfway in Enlpauss race te Fertital'(2rRlt SbfQ Utete 
Prairie fndtan: Bumparptecad and best race over hurdtes whan fa lengths 3rd to 
Wnttosa at Haydocic (2m*t aofl) bfeSL faring from 3 qul Somattai g to lata 
Radomata UsefU performer up io Bn2f on Flat n baland tor John On at ftrea 
Promteiog tejrtlea debut when, beear tar race and we a l raw g flte. btaan iV/tengths 
by Gemstone at Hutangrion note sohl Looks (he one to bate 

Hanhury Princess: 66- 1. betata tan 3rd when fastant 6ft of fa >Wria Mapp« at 
feunnn (tenlfnm good to soft) at fata run far new ysd. LAtte appeal 
VERDICT: Tha a unteefy to Me nudi a an rw g . and 8 repeat of Ha Hirnngdon 
debut effort should be sufficient m gat RADOMMOoff tha marfc. Ha was beaten 
only by tech of fd fitness teat time (dewing a fang lay-oft and appears to have an 
easier task here Thrdpteced Get The Point tftauid make fte frame agon but a teg- 
gBf threat coufd be Baraann. who waa gosig wal to ta dtitance at Kampton and 
should be suted by tha stronger pace ow 8«s tewrtar fop. 


8 P065- MOOItJCWTmpraP^^'f-^^^Y' 0B nS5 

9 ooo BsowwwmBorOTigtii tiiJCi»y ■ vs labpm 

Mrearan wagtt- Hot fce hatac ip mg m v&rtjVer*: 

BETTIMB: 84 Aetidati oua 4-1 Cap 8 Vfea Can. Pnwteca. a-i Amean sun. H r*tac flafK 
12-1 nw tin oi Bey. l*-t teoano. 18-1 oftrn 

19» SBsrtn Tgtr 7 9 13 C WlCb 0 3-1 (H» iS Uftot 'J ir 

FORM GUIDE 

Uffxod ier 2 years and ran only twice fus form. WMiiuig at PfamcKte and .. 
aacond of Mo« Ifw mark at Letfesfer both £m4» si ^«d to Wl 

Cap It It You Can: won twee pm arta Tnwh tor Pjcoy r- Vtiaiw am aea- 

son Good Itad oM8 « Donctalei fteand stort here. Acta on «««ery gong 

Ambkfastrous: fa good farm Hm term off 1*w. mark, ftad eff- * fBjnSfattacn And a 
process c< rurvmg decant race whan tafeig ai LuJOw C&D wsmar on nA 
Province: In good farm last season, anwg h.vt4cacs at iing^e-T: Om. hMvvl and 
Fofcastone (2m26. Absam ter a year. USuaSy MfAerea but not fodov 
Whet Jtm faints: Wbn fwrtacap rtf Catwnck i3m«! soft) «« sMfcntjr ONai 

when nesriy oO cites races were at around 3m DsappMKjig ma term 
Falcon Rktge: Pocr on Ftal Has had three hurbta r seas, chances here railing on 
hs fa lengms fourth of faatEMter (Smltgcodtosofh Tnad M JmJf Wrti 
African Sun: Races tinast asdusvetyfa Ma'tai Rasen »rmi' -A Uvugn arty *r 
over lost two seasons wn at Ludfow Good etal latest s!-W A CMcnnewv 
Moonfighter Modest form over £m4l on o soh surface m 1M6 ' seesen. put has 
bean dsjppaeitfag since. Big doubts met shorter trp and cranmt wtt being 
Brownlnga Boy: 5fo out of harafreap and no chance on form after run to i ♦ 

in novice events Decern sort phyhciBy. he showed soma nbfey wi dabui 
VERDICT. Sutet taiM queston ma-ks iwg c*ro mo* of fteti runnera, and on 

recant form ths can be narrowed down to CAP IT IF VOU CAN AmbWatarow fata 
African Sun. ti of whom are proven on testing ground A narrow von geai to Cap , 
It iMfou Can who has the rateable awsrance of 53Hrismng wtuour Rxtw Frf 
nstfa. Fafcon Rktge woiid be toss of a suprrie on farm ftan fatow handcap afeJLf^l 
tint Brownings Boy. but tha tatter totis fte son to do better 


UM ftB 
-- r 1 - -^MP» I** 
: . *.•«*» .M#' 

J *m »* ti* 


n r i ni TOWCESTER FOR CONFERENCES HANDICAP CHASE 
r ,lu l (CLASS D) £5^50 added 2m 110yds Penalty value £3,659 



lu l (CLASS D) £5,250 added 2m 110yds Penally VUue £3,659 

2I-UU4 nUBJAWNTAfMN(44) (CO) WGMWtiHT Casey far « ... MCkrts 

8434 SVONO OUR REACH m (OR (PEAtaRlRHotinnng R Johnson 

-CTO ftOfESni) p* (QfG BraiO Ctanam BUB RfanntB 

S3»*33 OUAU0O (12} ffl) (C R Nugeti C Man 7 n 7 H Dunwoody 

36034 Iffl BEAN (MMG) (Us VQuy)BUiMlyn SKI . BFanBM 


BETTING: 9-4 Quango. 3*1 Beyond Ow Raack Rraaoteb 11-2 Mr Baan.8-l Partanantatten 
896 NatMylm9ilQlfrASareBnaB-t (W Caudate) 4 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

tir l famant ar faic Bach down to tefa wmng mark, from C&D fast to Ran bady 
fatast start and atifect to Rrthar doubts over antftenesm andyanpng abity 
Beyond Opr Raacfir.Gafaadfteftrdoffasitanns «m aver C&D oitt to Imar math 
Bn bafowbtist hisfantfbuttfofrig onougfrto show he acts on nstfag giouta 
RovosfaR One good ran (Ufa fa bv runw race at WferwteM (ram bw stars the: 
seasoa latest ettart a parboJarty poor one Aca on neray ground 
Quango: VMnnar an ctating debut (2m U good to soft) test Apr*, but nconsritent 
and wrftout a ran sna Hard nda. but has dropped to an atuacove mark 
Mr Baan: Vltan at Chfentow (2m4t good n sof Q in Ocicbar. One rupeaaoia often 
(Hard of 4 at Stratford owr 2 m 2 f on heavy' smee and two poor ones 

VERDICT! An uwnpretg bunch fa when QUANGO a the form chocn but net 
one to rafy on tar consistency or enthunsm ct wo A3 be na (peat suipnsa it any to 
these fora won «L but Bayond Our Raatoi may be the tore! aanga: 





o iHl CORPORATE BONDING AT THE RACES NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m 6f Penalty Value £2^29 

1 3Q-P0 KBflTJCKy GOLD(37) ^tdBNood bemafrrati) IfrsLWBmsiillli 8 — S Wynns 

2 HMD BROtNJDSHY(7l)(D)0DLRBoag)lk3JRananBTl4 DLaahy 

3 3P21M BUTLBS MATCH (36) (Oir Leader Parinotop) H Mcffay 9 11 4 0McPhtil(9 

4 M2-52 CHffilHJL ASPECT ( 2 ^ pF)(Ltayfteang»»1 H WyB tl 4 RJofansan 

9 42-F3H MAJESncsiDRM(a(GeenAre)GctaRafoBtita)TtfaGciiemBl14 8Powti 

B 21RW MRED6AA(Sl)Ftin»efaSiVfri3w&So4JGftstf8ll4 _PMds 

7 4333-2 SPR8fBDOm£(l2)(lfrsLBerpirai)NlwatovDanail4 C Use a i y n 

B 2S0PF SWEET LORO pZJPSNstwatag States) JOB flu 4 .TJlfwpby 

9 C»fi> TMETO RWLEZpS) (f*3j SJaige)C DwaeB TI 4 JCoflaqr 

-flifartersil- 

BETTWtt 188 Cbasrtel Aspact, 94 Spring Daotti, 11-2 Braafotoiy, 10-1 Swstii Lord, 14-1 Ksn- 

focky Goto, far EOracTM tfffwra 

B98: ffamafah 9 b 4JCutoty5-1 (MssHKni^t) farai 

FORM GUIDE 

Kantucky Gokfc Winning poiniac. Poor aayaig form under rtoes, Btfa chanoa hare 
on hia latest aavanth ton ffaehars In noirica hanefcap at Haydock (3m. soft) 
tb owloafry: Chasing type with fair hurtSastarm. OJaigth mnna hu ri i FfaOriffo Goa- 
sip fa maiden hurdle hare (&n5l soft) ten bays before poor nmal Chepstow 
Batters fifettoc Poor pointer. Remote fourth of 5 finahers in maiden chase at Vttir- 
wfcfc (3m2t good to soft) on rotas debut »> Oacembat Hard to fancy 
Chaertui Aspect Vary usetif futflst Vtoufd hare non Vtinmck chasi^ debut pm4( 
safQ fast month but tor tfp->4> 3 out when trarafeig wes 2 lengths up an Samuel 


Iftl TOWCESTER MEANS BUSINESS INTERMEDIATE OPEN 
IrJ NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £1,750 2m Penalty VBlue £1.462 

0 ffiONAGAM09(RBo«alP«Mbai5114 JOstarnt 

BORN OF RIBAR (R E LufrreGtis] Us T LurinGbbs 5 n 4 . — JtBMteay j 
0- FLORES (424 (Robert Htchra) tfrs J Rforai 7 n * . ..DlMhto 

5 aOTNEWSroRYOU(44QinDAWI»anl\Mtiwta51l« - . AJC*n»vF 

MORNMG ALF(RJCtefa)0Gtragfly6n J QSuppM C 

ONEQ FTHE NATIVES (DanCTCMBCa1Dtechtboi5 R4 RUaawy' 

PETTREE (TWti Lto) H TstotovCwes 5 it 4 CUawafe a 

SIR WJRPHT (P Wsgrronn) P VWgnani E it t O Ms ttawa 

F4S3 T>E fXL HAS MOVED (24) (BF) (H R C Ctitaraoodl PKS±56TJ 4 _ H Dunwoody 


VWdermfa. arantoaty reotirfng second. P ro n a asm and shotod stay 2m8f 
Ma j aat i c Stornc Ptecad In Wsh pofrita. No ntis farm, dtetant tfwd fa mafcfan chose 
itr Edgar Modest hurries form. 22 lengths fourth to 7 fKshara to Salmon Bree» 
fa novice chase at Fbtastone (&n5( sotQ. Naads substantfal aitorovemsnt 
Spring Double: USeU tutoar. Not eo good yet over fences but la Improving, 9 lengthB 
second to eesed-down Mariborough at KBnf>tan (3m, atoq on reappearance 
Sweat Lord: Fair hurdtar for Math Bradotoch. Second fsrourite fa ununner novica 
dues at Windsor, when wotod have been second to MBarsford but far faf 3 out 
Time lb Pariec A4 long odds ai five starts, hinting at modest abBty over hurdtes 
but no premiss either start (to norice chase on reappearance) this 9aeoon 
VERDICT Mn Pttmsr ftokto another Beefy type tar charing fa Bi ow)oB hy , who 


ioofadanfteup9ariBwhenwfanfageasiyherefaNoventw:butanfdrrn(overlur- 
toes and fences) ftie Sea between Cheerful Aspect and SPRING DOUBLE. Thera 
is no denying that Cheerlri Aspect a better hurdterftan Spring Double, looked high- 
ly pronfang on hto chasing debut but tfwre is a stamina doubt with tan (fast yea% 
hutfes wfa al Wbrwidt was ewer 2nM'/j) that does not edat vwth he main rivaL 


LEVY BOARD HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 
added 2m Penalty Value £2^303 


51 P® BNBe(74«(Cty0tiAMUpsdBRDBsM)rthafaO PHofey 

082U3 CAP IT F TOU CAN (17) (D) (T Cridrel) T CaHvite 6 H to MrRFtotitti(Q 

2RK3F AIBSeaRaS(F1^(C0)(Bq(ltiCUcfteqEAIteai71I1...J.CwTBtea 

1FSO- PROVMCEfS) (P) (J E Brawrd C Mam 6 n 0 JMagw 

at54» WHATJMWAHIS(l4)(PVtarenn)PWbgnwn8«1_ D Manta su 

646 fiUCONRBTGEB^gRLavetetUBELMfesna 8 tartan 

54642 Afi8CANSlMf4q(D)(NRBeti>1MQapiiBi61)0 .WWanNngtti 


B 3 WHl«GTOf»(»e)pl)(ttsPT(WaniNGJ«fca5n4. . . . MAFkZDWted 

n DEEPRASS>0M(Flynch)CHBndey7faO . MtiADuday (7) 

fa OUR UTTTE (JSHoan) 5 Knghtrfa Q SBimugh 

fa 0- TROPnGUAipi5)0tiLFsnienPDBlBn5fafa. Mr R FonWti (5) 

W UBWf (MrsPAHHart>ay)MssVlV*ams4 03 NWManera 

« 33 reRTQB>S CJHORELLA (12) (G DudJHven Sted) A 0 Sn*?i 4 IQ 3 X4in)Wa(3) 

-1SdKisr*d- r 

BETTING: tl-ATha HM Haa Ifand. 7-2 Piftta. 4-1 One toTlw titaa. M Uniyan. 10-1 Patinos 
CVtiaBa, Gto Nswa For tan, 14-1 Ftoraa. 1B-I WaMngtoa. 3S-1 ottare 
896. teesto ftoad 6 it 8 R Massey evans ti (D Mchobon) fa ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Oagln Again: 5yo by Ns)hna 25-1 for debut nbunper of Warwick On. good to soft) 
fa Dactonber and finished well betasn n 13ft to T3 
Bom Of Fuban Syo by North Cto out to a weswig power 
Rarea: tiOOBgunn son to Air Display from a good NH tertay. Weak ftad favourite 
□toy eighth of 16 fa bumper a Hereford (2mil good to soft) in December 1997 
Got News For Msu: 5yo by Pootiw Statamanl 20-t Ti. lengths htft to 16 to Stvt- 
fa bu^ « (an, gocta) h Dacanfaer, wcakareng ■» the straghl 
MomtagAif: 6yo try Scalywag out to mare with no wmsrs from five aarier foals 
One Of The Native*: 5yo by Be My Natat half-brother to a usafU burner wfaner 
r Ftudte BTtik. Make* more appeal than most on paper 
Pattrae: 5yo by King Parsfan out to a twining hutier Mode 20000 gunoos at auc- 
hon fast season, so cfearty made some appeal at ftai stage Onetoreste 
Sir Murphy: No (jaat chins on pedgnee 

Tire IWIta Stored: Showed abtity fa Irebrta fa fta autumn Co-taraunte. Ti titatha 

S8 ? jnc * T. Aflna * fiantwe* (2m2l hetiy) on first run tor Pfato Hobbs, 
artawotod h wa won Put far stopping ai paddock eto do^e home 
Woffington: Scopey Syo from New Zealand. 12-1, some bna headway whan tied to 
7 to wxifrmergn «nwr Abafrmo on debut here (heavy! four wwite ago 

Deap PMti on: Tyo mare by Littfa WoK ou to a riom who won a sefeig hwta 
^ Lntta 7)m by Nearly A Harta, s«w to ustoW Ttowradw. Lhnti arta w*« wtilli 

toawn from a Taunton bumper five weeks ago w 

2^pl From a good tarrtiy. 20-t waMteaftn Mteenth of 17 ai Doncaster On ^ 

good to firni) on only pervious appearance n monfts ago 

Utojten: 4yo getting by Kahyati from top-class famiy ol taa Khans an Flat Made 

breeteng and from lira stotti 

rrerram^ anargaa: Ttadi fa bunvers a Forawed ana Kemptw (bccaen 4 lenaft* 
h 12-nrfaer race won by The Extra Man), bath on soft ground wntF™ 

VE RDICT The farm Choice Is THE HILL HAS MOVED, but ho dmctafaan to 
°* Wous, V a concern and fas farm (sm Meta- 

M hewotod hwaboBn a clear-cut wartar thai day) » not so good that ha worid 

^ f H° ” »teeafe from ft« grotto. 
major stables, are Ona Of Tha Natives. Potbae and Uniyan 


KELSO 


HYPERION 

2.00 Knockara Fair 2^0 Radiation 3.00 Brlano 
330 TOUGH TEST (nap) 4.00 Grooving 4.30 
Maldn’ Doo 


FORM GUIDE 

Thh should not present loo many problems far KNOCKARA 
FAIR, tha char ptric on both tamper and hudtes farm. Ha 
odds wti be cramped, howeier, and SBlymora appeats most 
as an each-way alte rna tive. 


GOING: Soft (Howvy fa places). 

■ UnckJsdng course- Run-fa to two furlongs. 

■ Cowes fa N to town off B6461 ADMSSMOtfc 


CU) £12 (Juntas 


16-21 naif-prica); 7100(38113 £7 (CMP* & Students £*V Aecom- 
panfad under- tea free. CAR PARK: Free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■LEADMG TRAINERS: Me MRavtoey 36-89 fosti&M Hammond 

22-08 (204%IGM Moore &55(23fflbWH Johnson fa-78 067%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: P Nben 39-130 (30%) A Dobbin 25-G4 
na3%) B Storey 19-189 (112%). R Garritty 15-65 (231%). 

■ FA VOURI TES: 168-388 (417%). 

BUNKEHHJ FtRSTTlKC: Lofttan Comnwidar (23Q. Brteno (300). 


“nnl ISLE OF SKYE BLENDED WHISKY ‘NH’ 
NOVICE HURDLE (D) £4^00 2m 1 10yds 

040 0&MJHTStfln)GAhartarBH3 Fieri* 

000 BfSIN ALL(13) LUngoSir 3 WDowtign 

HOOP- AISrjAKE(34teJMJaHnai6113 JHM0o(7) 

MO NKOTmmiUssRBMana ASterim 

F- KMQS INCH fJ60) JOuiBTI 3 AOoOIWi 

1-«U3 KNOCKARA fWRfl7) gjj JOartcne n 3 B Storey 


re on 1 tote novice chase (class c> 
L5z’? u l £8^00 added 3m If 

1 -iiaip AHB(r8Qour(n)(D)Ms8SR«i7n a sounek 

2 03625 CASTLE HHJ (98) J H Jcfnscn 8 11 3 OPwkwB 

3 PS3P0U CMffCWPnEMWKenpflllS C UcCennach (fa B 

4 BBI44 lQnMitC 0 1 A WERWDIfcCra7P3_ACCoyteHB 

6 2-faFD PHAR ECHO (37) (D) L Lingo B If 3 HScppk 

6 1-2U35 QUfflfS BHOADG (12) J titan 7 11 3 BStaey 

7 3-104 HA0WIK)N(38)(C)(D)JJONBlE (13 JtUeGrrib 

B 40PPB 3H«fGLEATtWBI(lfani«0i61l3 -Sftyter 

-•deebrad- 

BETTWGilVIO Atari Scout.3-1 RatoUfaa.B-1 Ptra Echo, 10-1 Qseww 
Brigade, 14*1 Casfle Red, (aftfan Cmatie 531 often 

FORM GUIDE 

RADIATION, Ardent Scout and Phor Echo are the three to 

ooncentnaa on hora. AI ttesa gto ftd ftp hid act on testato 

ground, and Aidant Scout has docent tarn steady m the book. 
However. Radmion would ham ffvan Hm a race al WBftartay 
but ta two antra in tha cfatong sfageo. and on 7fo btofar farms 
he cold gam revenga 


FORM GUIDE 

Brlano put vp a decant performance - fintatong afwed to a 
eoitofa to (various dual wfansrs rated 08 and ns - though 

baatan a fang way nto ttend pface behind Major Spon6br at 

Newcastle. However, the appication to bfekere n hardly erv 
coiregng, and it w« probably pay to stock wtft the procres- 
ave UNIFORM. 


Ton] PERSIMMON HOMES HANDICAP 
— J CHASE (C) £10,000 added 2 m 6f 110 yds 

1 1^343 DAW BL AKE (Bfa (QTDtiQMty fa faO ASSnfei 

2 -2tm BETTSTnUES AHEAD (87) N Retards □ OQ ADabtan 

3 334-8 TOUGH ISSTflfa (CD) JJ 07MB « 8 SOuracfc 

4 FlB-4 SWAfSSTSt (13) (C) (BF) LUrgo91Q9 RSutae 

5 U-204 FLATTO P (10) (B F) M W Eatal^fl C6 - .CMcCoaraSo) 

6 MFPD HHAMB LBB«T(2fa(C)W33STriiCOO.ia-JCm»ravea 

7 53F3P6 E7S3SE NAN (13) JVtato TI faO -. . 

-7 declared- 

Mnaun mg&c Wsl Tins tmtapwagtc Bose Atari TttSfo 
BETTW QrMfiwwtiatec 11-4 IbuBh Tret, 3-1 Rat -Rto&a Batter Tlnwa 
Afeed.10-1 Davy Btafca, 35-1 BrarehMianyiee-l Erotea nan 
FORM GUIDE 

Ser au b fato r W ba fancied by many to reverse the town with 

TOUGH TEST on (her recent run over 3mi I hare, but Toutot 
Tost stxxdd come on far ttee run too and has everything * 
fas favour. Davy Bteke and Bettor Timas Ahead nave vary 

senfar prafiosn that they are gattng on in years, wotod both 


8 G0S30 EARP (12) F Minatii 7 OO - — — «. 

9 10430 PRIDWKAW (St^Mxbgoartfl too ' bSS 

ti -4IA8P JUSTMJSH{20)(C) RN*n6s)0 SMer 

■ TT dldtiftf r 7 

wafcRfaBy Far fer 5to Stare cram at tap. Jux far i m 

ht HitiQ. s a Greovfag. 3-1 Gospel Sang. 8-1 KRbue Kku, cntoBH 
7-1 Samard Sevan, 8-1 Stmartoa Priddvtafe 


-iBanradSeran. 8-1 S^anopPrlddy fait 12-1 totwre 
. FORM GUIDE 

^ ****** OiWOVlNG pnd 
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.30 £f?H!l D , J2f 3 |2 s 60TH BIRTHDAY 

— HUNTER CHASE (H) £3,000 3m It v_ 

SStKS !5*55I <aT >t c IJ3iD'arflt'4 »30»#y 

!^SSS?^ir pa,, ‘ C0,SR » J «0'?5 MraCfateSOf 

HvKi P 11 * Pfi B Ky» n r 5 Mr X Raatoti (n) 

60P63 FQR1B1UWW tPl n M almm*. 1 


*P2I. FKCli Pra u^v t - a - MtHMret 


7 OtWF PLEASBMSPWOt (13) J Stay 7 II 3 BKanSng 

8 tfW04 SCRASnASTCtlfaPBrawcntShS „TRaaS 


9 00 BABVOS(34) DWMans5 88 JJertitefT) 

8 04- C0UIARAIM(35qMs3Sn«i788 SDnsk 

n PWJO- Qttl£P0fNr(3afaDl»rb8 88 J Boric* 

8 0-8 NEVHOBND HEY (71) (D) D fcteCrii 5 p t2 AC COria (5) 

8 T&5 SSiM«OBgraSUlBPIIn*riiaTlc r llrfWt S 

H PO- TWMWBflgUBBg mjBte lteBBfa Ste^n 

BETTMG: 4-7 Knodras ftfa 92 SBynn, W-IKhgjfach, 12-1 Harer- 
tafad hok 1M Sereptorilc,ao-l Cotawsra.33-1 JuriJaka.33-1 often 


re h'hl glassedin Scottish hurdle (C) 

£84X» added 4 YO 2m 110yds 

1 14 0PT88ST1C CHRS (7) (0) A SUSBr 11 5 JGofarfafa® 

2 40 UNFOm pu) (0) ite S Hal n 4 S Sonde 

3 0423 (FH) (13) C Patter T!0 DFkrfMrB 

4 32 CAMIACJUKSOXflfaCB^QHtannO-NHwstiP) 

5 oan (USA) fB4) m Banes ti o __ Sfayta 

8 , nEAOQOUKTM(T{FiS6)UBKLa<8ll0_ ifletSlsBb 

-Bdectand- 

WrntKS: 54 UMtann, 7-4 Brine, M CedUac Jtowbox, 7-f OpttaWc 
Chris, 50-1 ottare 


apprec iate farther and have fa give a lot to mtort away al 
round 


i nnl™ doody handicap hurdle 
I±rJ (CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m 2f 

0446F5 SUFERm>(77)(C) LLragolt I1 11 WDowtigO) 

3832 OWOWKJpi)pBfiJHJdnMnOT19.afrJPMc#SetBB 

-2T1FF USE WNQ (70) (0 P Utrttofi 7 11 3 jtDsfeti 

Er245 GOSPB.SONG(8faAWtiare7«8 -tJwtiie{7) 

302-5 BERNARD SEVEN (33) (0) Msa L fteswl 7 1] 3 . . ^Dutik 

MOM CfW0ARy(4fa MnASiwbankBSO— JStetac 

4fcS> COMMON SOtMipfa (03) J Bari^S 0Q — CMeCormackQ 


» ^^^^ 9 s^y ,o MrRsai 

{? SSS f SffiSS. V a »9 * P MrRWtfraaaPl 

s ss 

€ * 5 ' 1 «MCBBBHOl)NfaaB tBa y. IRJUtetiW 

130 °tii 8wB - 7i 

8-1 Enrign Ewen. Mr Ootaftye. 10-1 Andy Bwiefo B-t tirite 
FORM GUIDE 
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SPORT/25 


pncircled by 

dissenters 


THE BELEAGUERED Interna- 
twnal Olympic Committee 
president, Juan Antonio Sama- 
ranch, fac ed serious rfiaiia n£ e5 
both from outside and within 
the organisation yesterday. 

European sports ministers 
at the World Conference on 
doping in Sport objected to 
the composition of the IOC's 
proposed independent drug- 
testing agency and requested 
urgent consultations, to which 
the IOC agreed. 

Earlier in the day, Sama* 
.rvsch had to deal with an 
ii^/nal revolt as a group 50 

IOC members forced him to re- 
think proposals for reforming 
the process of selecting cities 
to host the Games. 

The establishment of the 
$25m (£l6m) drug-testing 
agency is one of the main pro- 
posals erf a conference at which 
the IOC had hoped to restore its 
public image following the re- 
cent scandals over bribery and 
corruption. The IOC vice pres- 
ident, Dick Pound, said that the 
agency would be directed by a 
15-strong group comprising 
members of the IOC, national 
Olympic committees and rep- 
resentatives from sponsors and 
the pharmaceutical industry. 

However, the suggestion 
was immediately criticised by 
Britain’s Minister for Sport, 
Tony Banks, who spoke on be- 
half of all the European sports 
ministers. “It is our unanimous 
opinion that we cannot at pre- 
sents ccept the composition of 
-^ency” he said, adding 
mat Its compositions and func- 
tions "be the subject of urgent 
consultation with the Euro- 
pean Union and other inter- 
ested bodies.” Banks hinted 
that funding of the body would 
be affected by the outcome of 
such discussions, and defended 
the rights of ministers to speak 
out on IOC matters. “When we 
have criticised we have criti- 
cised as friends -of the IOC,- - ■ 
because real fnenrfcteflypu the^ ’ 
truth,” he said. 


By Mike Rowbottom 
m Lau sanne 

Pound later admitted that 
the minis ters had hp<*n nnhap. 
py with representation from 


The vice president, seen as 
a likely successor to Sama- 
ranch, went cm to cast donW on 

whether the IOC president 
would chair the agency body. 

‘'Even toe chairmanship of the 
council is now to be discussed. 
We have no set view on this.” 
The protest meeting of IOC 
members took place at 7am in 
the Palace Hotel, where strong 
views were expressed over the 
proposal to remove thefr voting 
right over which cities should 
hold the Games. 

to the wake of the corruption 
scandal surronnding Salt Lake 
City’s successful bid for toe 2002 
Winter Olympics, toe IOC 
executive board proposed last 
month that the host of toe 2006 
event should be decided by a 15- 
strong Commission, tnrhirimg 
just tight of the 106 IOC mem- 
bers. But that proposal has to 
be adopted fay a two-toirds ma- 
jority tithe IOC membership at 
their extraordinary session 
next month, and yesterdays 



in 

recent US doping cases 


breakfast gathering, which in- 
cluded Britain’s IOC represen- 
tative, CraigReedie, presented 
a dear warning to the IOC 
president that the change 
would not be accepted. 

The executive board will 
meet today to consider toe rank- 
and-file members' counterpro- 
posal that they should retain the 
right to choose between the top 
two rival cities after the 15- 

sfarmge miTTWBrinn h?>d w hiffled 

down the axfaaddars for toe 2006 
Games. 

“Stripping us of our right to 
vote is creating toe impression 
that we cannot be trusted,” 
said one member; who asked 
not to be identified “Some bad 
apples do not make toe whole 
barrel rotten.” There were fur- 
ther complications yesterday 
for the IOC leadership, as their 
hopes of standardising toe 
penalty for serious doping 
offences to a two-year ban 
throughout the range of 
Olympic sports was resided by 
cycling and football 

Sebastian Coe, Britain's dou- 
ble Olympic champion, deliv- 
ered a rebuff to the US 
delegates who had stressed the 
need for a stringent, indepen- 
dent IOC doping am trds cm the 
opening day of the conference. 

Referring to recent doping 
cases in the US, mrindhig the 
exoneration ti sprinter Dennis 
Mitchell on the grounds that his 
apparently illegal levels of 
testosterone were a result of 
drinking beer and having sex, 
Coe said: “Some tithe cases we 
have seen recently have 
stretched credibility to break- 
ing point We welcome contri- 
butions from all parties to this 
debate, but you can contribute 
better if you know that what is 
going on in your own back yard 
is beyond reproach.” 

Asked fay American journal- 
ists if he regarded the judge- 
ment on Mittifefl as comical, he 
responded: “Well, it’s "not a' 
touchstone of grace antt'ete- 
gancejsit?" 


HGH test ‘ready by 2000’ 


A BREAKTHROUGH on testing 
for human growth hormone - 
the thinking athlete’s steroid- 
in time for the Sydney Olympics 
now fooks HkefR according to the 
r . expert in charge tia $2m 
-I2 kJ research project joint- 
ly funded fay toe International 
Olympic Committee and toe 
European Union, writes Mike 
Rowbottom. 

Professor Peter Sonksen, of 
St Thomas’s Hospital received 
what he described as a “very 
positive” reaction to bis final re- 
port from toe IOC medical com- 
mission at a meeting that went 
on late into Tuesday night 
“We have a test now that will 
pick up a hi gh proportion of 
cases where human growth 
hormone has been artificially 
administered,” Sonksen said. 
“If decisions are taken swiftly 


toe test can be in place for the 
Games ti 2000.” 

The test is dependent upon 
the tafa'ng of blood samples 
from competitors, but Sonksen 
is confident that there are no 
major obstacles to the instal- 
lation ti a technique that was 
introduced at the 1994 Winter 
Olympics. 

The five-year prcgect, named 
GH2000, has involved taking 
blood samples from dose to 
1000 athletes, the last batch 
coming from the Common- 
wealth Games in Kuala 
Lumpur in September of last 
year. 

ntegal use of human growth 
hormone is believed to be a 
major factor in doping abuse 
worldwide. The discovery of 
supplies within toe Chinese 
swimming team's possessions 


at the last World Champion- 
ships provided one of the high- 
est profile pieces of evidence, 
but Sonksen said a picture of 
systematic abuse was evident 
from the largescale theft tithe 
substance. 

“Horrendous amounts of 
HGH go missing,” he said. 
“Trucks canning pharmaceu- 
tical are hijacked, and onty the 
human growth hormone is 
taken.” The IOC medical com- 
mission is now setting up a 
working committee to imple- 
ment toe research. 

Sonksen believes the jointly 
funded international project 
could be a model for future 
research into another unde- 
tectable substance, erythropoi- 
etin (EPO), which almost 
brought the Tbur de France 
cycle race to a halt last summer 



Yorkshire’s Cheryl Beaumont (bottom) moves a step closer to the British National Squash Championships as 
she defeats Scotland’s Helen Macfie in a qualifying match in Didsbury yesterday David Ashdown 

Broncos back in hunt for forwards 


THE LONDON BRONCOS are 
scouring Australia for a player 
to reinforce their pack after 
learning that another ti their 
forwards will miss the start ti 
the Super League season. 

Shane Millard, the second 
row who impressed after 
arriving last season, needs an 
operation on a hernia and will 
be out for six weeks. 

London have already sent 
home Marty McKenzie, a prop 
from Adelaide, who has not 
played a game because of a 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


By Dave Hadfteld 

back injury. Their new coach, 
Dan Stains, hoped to enlist 
Adam Stan; a front-rower he 
worked with at Balmain, but he 
does not have a visa. “We will 
be phoning around clubs in 
Australia to find someone suit- 
able,” the Broncos’ chief exec- 
utive, Tony Rea, said. “It is 
particularly important that we 
are strong in the front row." 


London, who have refused 
Doncaster’s suggestion of 
switching their cup tie on 14 Feb- 
ruary to toe north, will play 
their televised Super League 
match on 9 May at their former 
home at Chariton Athletic. The 
club cannot use the floodlights 
at The Stoop on Sunday nights. 

Mini League South Africa, 
which has introduced thou- 
sands of children in the coun- 
try's townships to an adapted 
version of the game, is dis- 
cussing switching to Australian 


Rules, because the organisation 
is disillusioned with what it 
sees as a lack of support. 

■ A try set up by a typical run 
from Jason Robinson and 
scored by Kris RadUnski gave 
Wigan an 15-16 win at Halifax 
in both sides' last pre-season 
games before the Challenge 
Cup. Wigan’s new Australian 
signings, Greg Florimo and 
Brett Goldspink, both made 
quiet debuts, while Halifax's 
South African, Jamie Bloem, 
scored two early tries. 


Britons 
feel the 
heat in 
Malaysia 


By Mark Garrod 
in Kuala Lumpur 

LEE WESTWOOD and Darren 
Clarke start as the favourites 
going into the Benson and 
Hedges Malaysian Open, which 
starts today. With a first prize 
of £75,000, the tournament is the 
first joint venture between the 
European Tbur and Asian PGA 
and has been billed as “East 
meets West” 

Humidity remains a worry 
for the westerners, but West- 
wood is accustomed to the food 
and conditions, having won the 
title in 1997 and being denied 
last year anty in a play-off by the 
Rochdale-born Las Vegan Ed 
FtyatL 

“I suffered when I first played 
in Asia five years ago.” West- 
wood said yesterday. “I got food 
poisoning on the plane over 
and needed an injection. It didn't 
help playing with a temperature. 
Anybody who has not had ex- 
perience of these conditions is 
going to struggle really. 

“Your concentration can 
wander at the best of times 
when it’s not hot. But if you get 
flustered and hit some bad 
shots in this humidity it's hard 
to get your concentration bade. 
It's probably the first thing that 
goes." 

Wjstwood starts his season at 
a best-ever sixth in the world- 
two places higher than uten he 
last played two months ago. He 
said he fa not intimidated by his 
own success. “I don’t bother 
with all the expectations on me. 

1 have my goals and if I reach 
them Tm happy and if I don't 
then Tm disappointed,” he said. 

Clarke, who by winning the 
season-ending Volvo Masters 
forced his way between Colin 
Montgomerie and Westwood 
at the top of the Order of Merit, 
has shed a stone in the past 
month and has not smoked 
since last November. *Tve been 
working out six days a week,” 
he said. “It was very enjoyable 
putting toe weight on, not so en- 
jqyaMe taking it off.” said the 30- 
year-old Ulsterman. 

“Hopefully I will feel the 
benefits - I have during the 
practice rounds here. Ineed to 
get another one and a half 
stones aft, but the difference al- 
ready fa that Tm not as lethar- 
gic as I was. My immediate goal 
fa the world’s top 10 [he is cur- 
rently 16th]. Tb do that I've got 
to win more and bigger tour- 
naments.” 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

33 

The age of the Bath 
centre, Jeremy Guscott, 
the oldest player in the 
England training squad 
named yesterday 
for rugby union’s 
Five Nations' 
Championship 
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2.20 


WISTERIA CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) 
£2,750 added 7f 


3.20 


ARENA LEISURE PLC STAKES (CLASS C) 
£9,000 added 1m 


HYPERION 

_ Times 2-20 Comeoutofthefog 5L50 Ken- 
Bullet 3.20 Flying Officer 3J50 Kings Arrow 
4.20 Loughanlea 


GOING: Standard 

STALLS: hada except 5f 8 1m - outakte 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Lew best up to m. aspeoafy tor 61 

■ Equrtrack surface; left-hand, sharp unPutatoS cousft 

■ Course is SE of town on EI202& Lingfielef etatioo (served by London, 
Victoria) vSfXm course. ADW/SSON: One erwtosure no. CAB PARK: 
Cfeo a; remainder free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

j ic»re^ TaaiMmfeQLMoorea6654ta , iftBIWwon4»3?3tP 1 'fti 
MJcNwtan4B.272 (t7B%LGKeOee«y 44JO0 (542%> 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A Ctffk 7E40I JWWrer 60007(221*1 

S Sanders 65-563 {M5%i. S Whtwmtti 55-386 (N2fc). 

■ FAVOURITES: 732-2143 0USI 

■ LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Sunset Hert»ur (150) and 


I 0O» SPrar CLASSIC (21) (CO) Mlfctavaen 95. Adults 

8 33*60 aaBDUrOFTieOGpl) (CO) AMJfcMBt PDoa$B 

3 OOOOQ PERCIES (B) (DJ Uss G Kslmy 5 9 1 P Frederick* (7) 10 

4 33SV3 ALAM5N (USA) (9) (□) □ Pfctafe 6 B S AtaGn*jvns9 

5 05363 IVORS DSD (7J (CO) P Sots 6 6 8 J P Spacer (3) 7 

6 WMO NA^SIXXWMCTDHwndiftrtsTISS RRMrIB 

7 56035 OABKNQtACEftT) p) EWh»el«787 8 Oman (7)13 8 

8 04430 PfWATT: SEAL (12) J ftttai 4 8 7 NMM(3)12B 

9 50900 JUSTMANUS (S) (C) J Brtdger76S GBuWMV 

D 053-06 KANAWA{7) APJkns580 F Horton « 

II 255-Ofl SLEW PRIDE (14) G L Itaw 4 8 0 fl Brfdand (7) 2 


50030- STCM*aiBI5nMy{rG6)<C)KBufe6t)2 

30535- GRUMANO (IBS) $D)NUttnoclBn 4911 T G UcLaugMa 2 B 

23468 IWUAN SYMPHONY (1)(C)P Bern 590 COog*i(7)4V 

5400 MAWKA6 (7) (QO) G Ketomy 4 B V J> Frederic** (7) 3 V 

2*11 RYWG OFFICER (18) (?) Sr MPiBsxU3S 7 CNuSarS 

-5 


T2 00043 AMMGTONGM.(12}PEMTB47C. 
13 0005-5 WHY 6UA£ (14) NBenry67tt~ 


.CCDpn(7)11B 
* Port (3) 3 


Bemna 4-6 Ryfag Ode** 7-2 Ornknoo, 114 StwraroBw San* #-i Men 
Symphony; 33-1 Mmfcab 

FORM GUIDE 

The txg question is whether the step up to a mfe wrt find out FLY- 
JNG OFFICER who is daariy one ol the lop performers on sand at 
6V71 1 lowwuer with two ol hie main rivals ret u rning from a long break 
he may not need to be et to best today enywqt Despite yesadeyS 
Wohwrhanpton dsappoMment, Itafian Symphony may be the best 
option tor those wanting to oppose the tawxrrta 


14 064-02 TKHTCAIOtAf16)(C) N0gffy77T2 

-WMat- 

BErnWi 7-2 Ahreefa.4-1 Speedy Carafe, 6-1 Nort Deed, W CoreeoctoftNy 
tog. 6-1 TfctiyoanSa, 10-1 Peddra. ftrt Menace, 14-1 rftws 

FORM GUIDE 

TrtsbotefaagoodopportarttytarALAIfflNwhowasquIteByB- 

catcMng oner tn hem to t w eefc (corid hurefirtahed a lot closer with 
a dear nn) end wi not bB frcorwenfenced bylhacfrapfeadrto 71 
The obvious danger b Speedy (Xante who seldom run a bod race 
hew- 


JiCerfsfsS 3.50 


p^50l HONEYSUCKLE HANDICAP (CLASS F) £2,750 
1 — " ■ — J added 5f 

1 W321 HAifYONEOTtBDRMeto* 7 ® 0 

2 605O&- WOSUMHIMCHTIIW} JV'® 1 *5 n, 491l.— -- JMoW^r(o6 

3 saurecoroEflqpDBF^OB^ 

4 MwSSSAItt»IASftO)tCO)C»«*t«49tO 

s ow® CAMEO (16) MQnmon497 B 

7 322MSU«CTHWBOt«|ia)mSlWlrtWl6S2 JFteftettfflB 

B MW TAMCflH>TOIESpo)JC*«n4BlS 

9 OOMOHB6HSHINE(12)(CP)CCy»58li -GftufcwCT* 

U 08000 KA1AH (12} CT D Chap man D 3 P a 

-10 ^ — ■- 


IZ50 


BETTOG; M KfeJ Tom, 4-1 Su«d HuftOW 5-1 

rte, T-1 Caaeo. iMTinoed TlBMA Mss IMnwrtfefibeTISHn* 20-1 dft 

form guide 

Todays lower <>aw may not sue the 

to beal the third QANDE TIMES, tfw ife*. Ken hrorya 

4yp has B good cnonce d b*W 9 ^ andl w Hbte “ >rep * !l 

al eh a langw* 


I WHY NOT SPONSOR A RACE MAIDEN 
I STAKES (D) £5^50 added 1m 2f 

054-2 BAIULfi DCdb|jkw 4 9T1 _AUcGto«4 

0006 DB01AOQJMliMigN4 91T JBdUSey (7)3 

22200 KB#STp7)PCU«rtl4 911 JttrteiT 

mnBurrPCinH4 9Ti siMwonna 

acao- MANSAllUSA(20l)MGhVRn49t( GandylfarfaS 

00505- SHANTUMG (4^ KifcAs^fel 98 ^Oifan2V 

6 KEWTUCKY BULLET (ISA) S3) M Jdwfen S B 4 JFamhgfi 

064 SMWMIfa8G W B w e y 3B4 .TftMBiBI 

-Sdecind- 

BETTWLZ-I llanu Musa. 5® BMN. 94 KenneL M Keftucfcy MA T«1 Se- 
We, 20-1 Stwana 2M Khttan^AS-l We* 

FORM GUIDE 

ThiB modest maiden can go id BAAJIL. who showed improwd twin 
c^ped n ir^i m »day^ C4D last week. Mraa Mure and Kernel 

twwererychanwffmpnidjcIngtliefeturftomiwt^KentoekyBul- 

M is My to do better with nb debut experience behind l*n but die 
others mate no appeal 


DON LAING HAPPY RETIREMENT HANDICAP 
P) £S£50 added 1m 2f 
t 03650 AKAWCU (3^ (CD) G Kelpwy 6 9 1) P Fredwid* (7) 2 

2 63226 BAfBASON(ia) (C) (») G L Itone 79 V. — CndyMonbB 

3 0001-0 BOLD OftSiTTU. (18) (C) (D) J H»s 5 9 U -ACMl 

4 400& TDTDM (54) (CD) J Fsrstew 4 8 5 WF^wnlV 

5 Q2&5 MASTER CA5THI (CD) G ktCcufM 9 5— llrtfinDwyerS 

B a-® KWGSAIW)W(t9)(CP)Prt*4nB492 J0dn« 

7 64422 IO DEDANSES UOwrtSBB F Norton 7 

-7deeteed- 

BETTIMG! 11-4 KhgsAn«N3.1 D Mtewn,MMe m r Cut e r, WWan^ O-i An* 
Xu, 10-1 Sou OrtemaL Rot De Oanee 

FORM GUIDE 

There has to t» a doubt about Botham over today fe longer ti^ 
whfeAnafc-Ku has not been a his best tor some time and Bold Ort- 
entsl ie far from resabta However today b C&O brought out the beet 
ki TOTOM when die won a maiden in November that has worted 
out wei and she can confirm her ajpenortty over Kings Arrow. 


4.20 


JAPONICA HANDICAP (CLASS E) £3^00 
added 3YO 7f 


1 wi GRAND COHONEF (14) (CO) T MS 9 7 SWhfcsortfl3 

2 0Q5M THBWS PET (33) J BMdng94 P Goode (7) 11 B 

3 3600 GLASTONBURY t1$lCQ)fBF)Prtafrg94 .TSpnfes? 

4 41H-6 DONEAK) DUSTB)(20) (CD) RBothatn94 FNnfealO 

5 00064 U3UI3«NLEA(USA)(5)DWBlS93 HeQnwl 

B 635-25 SHABAASH (12) PhbwfegBZ 

7 -442B3 RDOLEfl P Evans SB.. 

8 
9 
O 
n 


JOMreiB 

-TQlfeU^kil B 

PF6*h«sP)8 

-J Feting 5 B 

— MCam2 

J> Beech (7)9 


OtKS E»anK>GSBIG)(C}RlkraiS7BM — 

00060 «lNWTfte^DChapiwi82 

000- WHO GOES THERE (W^TM Jones 81 

ooo-i surer n (qu Bee 7 c 

-11 dachred- 

BET71NC; T-2 Bntfay, M Done And Dated. 6-1 Greed Coronet, Loagtwnfe^ 7-1 
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FORM GUIDE 

ImiglianiBa and OSamond Geezer come hare on the back of good 
efiorts and have to be res p ected, but GRAND CORONET could just 
be a cut above them al end has a decent cewr tatty. 


TOMORROW 


Are the France rugby union team good enough to win a third 
successive Grand Slam? Richard Wiliams reports from Paris 


SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCover Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


Detailed independent snow and 
weather repons from \ 80 resorts 

First, obtain the access code For 
the resort of your choice. 
Phone or Fax 0870 51 OO 843 
(the fax lists codes for 1 80 re- 
sorts) 

To listen ro the latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 47 70 051 + code 

For a fax copy of the latest snow 
and weather report: 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 + code 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


Resort Area 

open 

ANDORRA 

Comment 

Slopes (cm) 
Lvur Upr 

Last 

snow 

Temp Forecasr 

Pai UKW. 

AUSTRIA 

GoodsMing 

100 

125 

27.1 

-BC Milder 

Galtur 100% 

Fresh powder 

no 

170 

29.1 

•6C Unsettled 

Kirchdorf ....100% 
BULGARIA 

Scdnpfarre u good! 10 

200 

30 1 

-SC Cold, mixed 

Borovets 90% 

CANADA 

Much improved 

to 

60 

02.2 

-8C Changeable 

Late Louise 100*5, 
FRANCE 

Fresh powder 

AS 

230 

01 J 

-1 BC Clear, sunny 

Pro Loup i’0‘5. 

Snow needed 

SO 

SO 

29.1 

-5C Changeable 

Val d'isere ....SO**. 
ITAiy 

Good everywhere 125 

190 

29.1 

-IOC Changeable 

Bormio 60% 

Ricntra still open 

AO 

80 

28.1 

OC Cloudy 

MadKlino ..100% 
NORWAY 

Vane di Lei good 

80 

200 

29.1 

-SC Changeable 

Stoss 80% 

SCOTLAND 

Good conditons 

SO 

no 

2A.1 

-2C Cloudy 

Nevts Range... .0% 
SWITZERLAND 

Windy 

SO 

AO 

29.1 

3C Rain shwrs 

VCrtter 9S % 

UNITED STATES 

Avalanche danger 

9S 

ISO 

29.1 

-6C Cold, dear 

Kifiingcon 30% 

Re- frozen snow 

30 100 26.1 -I6C Qear 

information supplied by Ski Hodine 


A detailed four-page summary of 
conditions In 180 resorts 
Fax 0906 55 00 601 

Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 
Calls to 0901 cost GOp per mm. 0906 cost £1 per min. 0870 calls are standard national rate. 


On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered. 


•worldcovlr; 


0800 365 121 

ONE CALL AND YOU’RE COVERED 
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Sacked England coach may be in demand on Continent but his agent rules out immediate mov e to 




Hoddle targets 


swift return to 


Premiership 


Glenn Hoddle does not blame his 
ignominio us departure as the Eng- 
land coach on the media and be 
hopes to be back in management, 
possibly in the Premiership, within 
a few months. 

“At the end of the day Glenn’s a 
football manager; a brilliant coach, 
and Td hope tbere’d be a number of 
Premier League dubs in situations 
Cn the near foturel where he could 
do a job for them," Dennis Roach, 
Hoddle’s agent, said yesterday. 

Roach added that Hoddle did not 
feel he had lost his job through being 
hounded by an unjust press. “It 
was not the English press or the foot- 
ball press that got Glenn out of the 
job,” Roach said, referring to the way 
the media had reported Hoddle's 
beliefs in reincarnation. 

“Glenn made a mistake. What got 
him out of the job was an error of 
judgement” Hoddle's Immediate 
priority is to take a holiday. Roach 
said. “Then he'll come back and 
review the situation.” 

Suggestions that Hoddle is due to 
leave for Monaco today to discuss a 
new position were untrue. Roach 
added “It’s never a no-no, but there 
is nothing in that situation at the mo- 
ment," he said 

The French side have shown an 
interest in Hoddle’s services in the 
past and since releasing their coach, 
Jean Tigana, have struggled to per- 
form consistently under the care- 
taker; Claude Puel whose contract 
expires in the summer; 

Hoddle enjoyed success as a 
player with Monaco under Arsene 
Wenger - including winning the 
French championship in 1988 - and 
although the club themselves have 
denied any current interest inHod- 
die, an approach late - in the year re- 
mains possible. 

Equally feasible would be an ap- 
proach from Spain. Pressure has 
been growing in recent days on 
Guus BGddfnk, the coach at 
Madrid a dub that offered Hoddle 
a job before be took the England 
reins from Teny Venables. 


By Nick Harms 


Hiddink offended Real supporters 
with a recent interview in which he 
saiff - Madrid n r p a farwpw dub 

with a huge reputation but little 
money and large debts.” 

Should the former Netherlands 
coach leave, Hoddle may be short- 
listed to take overa side that wiQ in- 
clude Steve McManaman come the 
summer. Hoddle’s current predica- 
ment is unlikely to damage his 
prospects in Spain, where top clubs 
care less about ary eccentricity in 
their coaches’ views than their 
ability to secure points. 

As one leading Spanish newspa- 
per’s football edftor said yesterday: 

“Our own coaches, including Javier 
Clemente [the former national 
coach, now with Real BetisJ, say 
stupid things hum time to time. But 
however weird their personal opin- 
ions, no one cares until they start 
losing matches.” 

Controversial departures do not 
necessarily prevent successful rein- 
carnations in the game, as George 
Graham proved with a return to 

manngemmit after a year in wilft 

Fbr Hoddle’s part, doubts over his 
image - especially his views on 
faith healing and his attachment to 
EfleenDrewery- should m>t hinder 
his career as long as he reapprais- 
es how he deals with the media. 

Max Clifford, the public relations 
expert, is no stranger to rehabili- 
tating reputations, and he said Hod- 
dle simply needs guidance on how 
to conduct himself. “He’ll be back in 
football, back in management,” Clif- 
ford said. “It won’t be long.” 

Clifford said he would advise 
Hoddle to be dear in his own mind 
what messages he wanted to put 
across to the media before be gave 
interviews. “The first thing Fd do Of 
he was a client] is sit him down and 
draftaParkmson-style interview. Td 
say to him ‘No Glenn, don't, say . 
things that way, you’re just confus- 
ing people.' Ybu'd have to teach 
him to play that [PRJ game. Having 


done that he could start putting the 
record straight” 

Clifford added that Hoddle sHrailri 
not go abroad searching for work if 
his motivation is merely to escape 
pressure. “Then you ’re throwing in 
the toweL You’re not standing up to 
be counted. Glenn has got to dear 
up the current mess and then he’s 
got loads of options.” 

FTnglftnri mflnftgpn e cItipp thm war 

h a« » hari mixed wpwjpiow in their 
post-international years. Sr Alf Ram- 
sey managed Birmingham forayear 
between 1977 and 1978 and then 
retired, Dan Revie never returned to 
tfip RngKsh game aft^T Hpsprtrr )g 'fha 
national sideasd taking ajob in Sand 
Arabia, and Ron Greenwood retired 
from management 

Of foe last three manag ers, Bobby 
Robson has been the most success- 
ful, winning domestic titles with 
PSV Eindhoven and Forty as well as 
managing sporting Lisbon and 
Barcelona, where he won the Cup- 
Winners' Cup, but he has not (yet) 
tried his hand back on the domestic 
scene. Graham Taylor went to 
Wolves and is currently doing good 
things at Watford (for a second 
time), while Terry Venables experi- 
enced little but trouble at 
Portsmouth ted Crystal Palace. His 
stint in charge of the Australian na- 
tional side, wMch ended with defeat 
to Irmm a TCforM Cup qualifying play- 
off was his post-England high point. 

This range erf experiences gfves a 
taste of the options, domestic and in- 
ternational, that might await Hoddle. 
DemUS Roach anticipates his gHent- 
will receive offers from a wide range 
of potential employers, and does not 
discount a job in England outside the 
top flight Hoddle’s time at Swindon, 
he said, had been “same of his hap- 
piest in the game." Wherever Hoddle 
works next. Roach is confident it will 
be in coaching, and confident it will 
be soon. “He’ll be back,” he said. 

.What goes around, comes 
arounff espeiaalty in footbaU. 

Additional reporting by 
Elizabeth Nash in Spain 
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Gienn Hoddle appears briefly outside bis home in Berkshire yesterday 


Appratarces 

appearance* •*•■- 

- Ci.-vrr debut by Hcwtffc 

C*mpb*fS — 2f 4-1 

!«« Iff 2/ 

Souehgato ...19+2, 

Lt Sous . .18*3 

Saamjtn 18 

Sheatror 17+t 

'Beckham .V7+-1 

6 Neville ..15+2 

Baccy .13+6 

Sheri ogham 13+2 

"Schoies 13+1 

Gascoigne ....13+2 

Mams ...it ) 

Andcrton 10 

P Neville 9+3 

Lee S+5| 

Keown ... 8 

1 Wright 7+6 

“Omen... 7+5 

-KlnchcUffe 7 

McManatnan 6 

Pearce 6 

Martyn , 5 

L Ferdinand *+3 

Merson 3+3 

“R Ferdinand 3+2 

Redknapp 3+2 

"Dublin 3+1 

Rower? 3 

•Butt 2+4 

Fowler 3 

PalUs ter ! + 1 

Le Ussier 1+1 

Barroby 1 

Walker 1 

"James 1 

"Hendrlo DM 

Collymorc 0+1 

Ripley 0+1 

Cole 0+1 

"Sutton 0+jf 

Also called up but not cappetf; 
Stone. Draper. Howcy. Pint, Mu- 
teo. May. Bowyer. Scales. Eadic. 
Clark. Heskey. Hi slop. Pressman. 
Parlour. R Wright. 

Goals: Shearer 12 (2 pen). Shcr* 
Ingham S (I pen). Might 4. Sc- 
hoies 4. Owen 4. Gascoigne 2. 
Fowler 2. Anderton 2. Merson 2. 
L Ferdinand \ , Lee 1 . Barmby 1 . 
Beckham 1. Southgate T. 
TYPICAL HODDLE ENGLAND 
•f u reAJWf3"5-2j7*SeamaiT7 GlUeville. 
Southgate. Campbell; Beckham, 
Gascoigne. I nee. Batty. Le Saux: 
Shearer. Sheringham. 
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McAllister praises Wilkinson’s ways 


HOWARD WILKINSON will bring a 
new set of beliefs to the job of Eng- 
land manager- some good old-fesh- 
ioned yhrisshire work ethic topped up 
with an addiction to fitness. 

No one knows the man who has 
filled Glenn Hoddle’s tracksuit bet- 
ter than the Scotland captain, Gary 
McADiste toenndfieki gesaeralofhis 
title-winning Leeds team. McAllis- 
ter believes he owes more than his 
Championship medal to the experi- 
enced manager who has stepped 
into the breach. If it was not for 
Wilkinson, his career might be over. 

Stifl playing m the top flight at 34, 
McAllister said: “Howard gave me 
fitness I didn’t have. My body 
changed at Leeds even though I was 
25 when I got there. He made us ap- 
preciate that if you can run longer 
you have a better chance. If you are 


BY ALAN NIXON 


a good player and can run longer; it’s 
better still 

“Pre-season training was like 
nothing I had ever seen before. 
There was an awful lot of thought 
going into it it was structured. Vbu 
didn’t just run up to a tree and back 
again. Howard was right That has 
stood me in good stead and proba- 
bly lengthenai my career We do the 
same stuffat Coventry now because 
Gordon Strachan [Coventry’s man- 
agar] had obviously listened to him." 

McAlliste claimed WQkinson was 
something of a visionary in that de- 
partment and is unhappy that Ar- 
senal’s manages; Arsene Wenger; 
tookpraise for the same ideas when 
he won the Double. He said: “It was 
an insult to hear Arsenal’s methods 


were new. Howard had brought in 
special diets, introduced us to crea- 
tine and worked on stretching ex- 
ercises years ago. Howard is an 
ultra-professkraaL I think it all goes 
back to that Yorkshire work ethic, he 
let you know you needed an honest 
day’s work for an honest day’s pay. 

“It was new to me because I had 
been under David Pleat at Leices- 
ter where they would rather draw 
4-4, play total football and entertain 
than win 1-0 and bore. I learned that 
results are what matter It could be 
a dog of a game for 89 minutes but 
then you score one and win. That 
was your job. That suggests he is 
dour- but he’s not There was plen- 
ty ofbanter about and it was a happy 
enough place.” 

McAllister is also sure that 
wakinsotfs lack of experience at the 


top international level will not be a 
handicap when the critics start to 
look for ammunition. He said: 
“There are so many big-name play- 
ers who have tried and Med at man- 
agement that the argument doesn’t 
really work any more. 

“Ars£ne Wenger has never won 
medals but is at the top of his pro- 
fession. Howard will not get fazed or 
worry about handling top players, 
but it would be a help to bring in a 
good No 2. 

“Howard won’t be able to teach 
these players new tricks like Glenn 
Hoddle could, so he does need an ex- 
En glan d man beside him. David 
Platt did that before at youth level 
and could be the man. I hope Howard 
eqjqysworiringwith the best players 
in England. I think, hva most other 
tilings, he will be good at it” 
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When smiling came back in fashion 


WHEN TONY WADDINGTON was ap- 
pointed manager of Stoke City, his 
first congratulatory call came from 
Joe Mercer “My advice is never to 
trust anyone in the game,” the new 
incumbent at the Victoria Ground 
was tidd, “and when I put down this 
phone don’t trust me either.” 

Rubbish, of course. Mercer was 
one of the gentlemen managers 
who helped fee far more than he ever 
hindered and, when the Fbotball As- 
sociation had to find someone to 
trust in the wake of Alf Ramsey’s dis- 
missal as England’s manager in 
1974, it was to “Genial Joe” that it 
turned 

At the age of 59, he was sudden- 
ly prqjected from being a success- 
ful former dub manager to looking 
after England in what was arguably 
even more traumatic a time than the 
current post-Glenn Hoddle muddle. 

A dimate of crisis reigned that 
early summer after the removal of 
Ramsey the winner of the Wbrid Cup 
in 1966 and creator of arguably the 
finest modern national side four 
years latex. A huge void was left 
which Mercer was asked to fiD while 
the FA negotiated for a successor 

He did so with a huge beam on his 


The only previous England caretaker, Joe Mercer, did the job 
with some style after the exit of Alf Ramsey. By Guy Hodgson 


as he walked into Lancaster Gate. 
It was a charm offensive that owed 
nothing to spin dodors or PR exec- 
utives, but Mercer’s good instincts. 
He knew a sense of shock pervad- 
ed the nation in the wake of failure 


after a decade of England success 
and he deliberately chose players to 
alter the mood. 

Alec Lindsay was a case in point 
Mercer was short of a left-back and 
chose the good but not great Liver- 
pool defender because of his de- 
meanour. “He always played with a 
smile on his foce,” the manager rea- 
soned late. “I thought he’d be a good 
man to have in the dressing-room.” 

Undoubtedly the knowledge that 
he was not bong considered as a per- 
manent appointment— negotiations 
were going on with Ramsey’s ulti- 
mate successor; Don Revie, almost 
immediately - eradicated pressure, 
but Mercer could hardly be faulted 
for lack of boldness in his selections. 

In his first match in charge, a 2-0 
win over Wales in Cardiff, he made 
Emfyn Hughes captain and gave 
Leicester’s Keith Wfeller his debut in 
an attacking line-up unfettered by 
rigid tactical restraints that also in- 
cluded Stan Bowles, Kevin Keegan 
and Mike Chanson. Later in his 
seven-game tenure he gave Frank 
Wbrtidngtan toe first rfhis eight caps. 

It was heady exciting stuff that 
made the rest erf the world regret Eng- 
land's absence from the 1974 World 
Ci^fioah in Germany, oe^ mind ex- 
asperated of Exeter or frustrated of 


Fhlham. If nothing else, it was a re- 
minder that football could be fun after 
the occasional bitterness pnd nega- 
tivity of Ramsey’s final days. 

In the News Of The Wbrid Foot- 
ball Annual of 1974-75, Frank Butler 
wrote: “The side played with a new 
freedom, without tension, and even 
England’s most severe critics 
agreed the team would have done 
well in the World Cup.” 

Mercer’s success in the twilight 
ofa lengthy career was the more re- 
markable because he had foiled as 
a manager many years before. The 



Mercer: Genial stop-gap 


winner of three championships and 
an FA Cup with Everton and Arse- 
nal as a player; be was sacked by 
Aston VQla in the early 60s and the 
impact was so great on him that he 
was seriously OL 

He considered retiring to runs gro- 
cery business, but was persuaded to 
return the game by Manchester (Sty 
in 1965 where his shrewdest move 
was to phick a dynamic young coach 
from Rymouth Argyie, Malcolm Al- 
lison, and appoint him Ws assistant 

It was an inspired choice. Before 
Allison tired of being No 2 and had 
Mercer quietly kicked upstairs, the 
older man’s geniality and diploma- 
cy became the perfect foil for the 
brashness and tactical innovation of 
the apprentice, and the champion- 
ship was was won in 1968, the FA 
Cup a year late and the European 
Cup-Winners’ Cup and the League 
Cup in 1970. 

“When Joe Mercer and I were 
friends, no one in fbotball could live 
with us,” Allison recalled in his 
book Colours Ofhfy £4fo- “1 charged 
into situations like a bull, frill of ag- 
gressive ambition and contempt for 
anyone wlw might be standing in the 
way. And Joe came behind me, pick- 
ing up the pieces, soothing the 
wounded with that vast charm.” 


That charm could not save him 
from AHisoris personal ambitious 
and Mercer drifted from his gener- 
al manager’s role at Maine Road to 
Coventry before England’s call 
came. Pickii^ up toe jrfeces was pre- 
cisely what be did in that extraor- 
dinary summer of 74. 

His record was a respectable 
three wins, three draws and one de- 
feat (2-6 with two own goals against 
Scotland at Hampden Park) and 
three of those games were away 
from home against World Cup 
finalists, East Germany Bulgaria 
and Yugoslavia, before gates ot, re- 
spectively 100,000, 70,000 and 90,000. 

Howard Wilkinson, who joined 
Sh e ffield United as an amateur in 
1958, the same year Mercer left the 
dub to manage Villa, and who is tem- 
porarily in charge of England after 
Hoddle’s dismissal, would be more 
than happy with a record like that 

Sadly, toe smile of Mercer’s time 
was succeeded two months late by 
the worried frown -and a shambolic 
attempt to qualify for tbe 1978 World 
Chip -of Don Revie, who would lose 
the England job controversially after 

he negotiated a lucrative deal to 
coach in Dubai. 

The dosest Mercer came to the 
World Cup was as an ITV panellist 
in 1974 when he famousfy called Pele 
“Peely” and identified the tourna- 
ment's outstanding player as “Jo- 
han Crufts”. Today themedia would 
probably hound him off the set 


HOWARD WILKINSON: 
WORDS FROM A 
PREVIOUS INCARNATION 


1995 

Ifl am ever 
reincarnated, Td 
like to return as 
a personality 

1989 

Don't ask me whether 
it was a good game- 
It’d be like asking a sur- 
geon if It was a good oper- 
ation 


1995 

Ibere’s only two types of 
manager: Those wfaoVe been 
sacked and those who will be 
sacked in tbe fbture 
1993 

Fto healthy I’ve got a bouse, 

I eat well - bow can I be 
unhappy? There's thousands 
with none of these things 
1992 

Journalists arrived from all 
over Europe to meet him [Eric 
Cantona]. He gave interviews 
on art, philosophy and politics. 
A natural room-male for David 
Batty l thought immediately 
(before the rift with Cantona) 


1993 

The England 
manager has to fight 
the system and the 
press from day one 

1990 

A myth has grown up 
that football should 
in some way strive 

to be entertaining. 

Sport is not entertainment It'S 
an activity for the benefit of 
the participants. If yon run - 
away from that you risk having 
the wrong pipers calling the 
tune 
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1996 : r 

A manager is not self- 
employed. if he’s not In the 
directors' bands, he's in tbe 
players’ hands. And if he’s not 
in the players' hands, he's in 
the fans’ hands 
(days before sacking by Leeds! 

1992 

Life has to be lived ™ 
forwards, but cart only be 
viewed backwards 
(slogan on Hoddle's office woK) 
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AND HOW OTHERS SEE HIM 


1996 

Wilko for En gland ! 
Leeds Jans' chant during 
5-0 defeat at Liverpool 

1991 

There are bigger heads than 
mine in tbe First Division. 
Howard Wilkinson’s springs 
to mind 
Brian Clough 
1999 

At tbe end [of his team talks} 
we'd be thinking: ‘Eh?’ 
Datrid Batty 
1996 

Batty is a realty good player; 

a good passer. Howard 
Wilkinson curbed his style 
at Leeds, made Batts more 
disciplined than expansive 
Kenny Dalglish 

1992 

There's a great deal of psy- 
chology involved in running a 
footbaU team and Howard un- 
derstands tbe psyche of the 
modern player better than 
most 

Howard Kendag, after 
Leeds Championship season 


1994 

His comments were strange 
and rather incoherent. One 
moment he would teO me that 
he wants me to know that 
l owe everything to him. that 
I am only a Frenchman lost tat 
the English League, and at 
other times he would say 
that without me, the team ' 
is nothing 
Eric Cantona 


1992 

Preparation was. and still Is, 
an obsession with Wilkinson.. 

At Wednesday, I got the . 
impression he thought he 
could transform a squad offv 
competent players Into a team 1 
capable or competing with the. 

best. He also believed he 
could transform the fortunes 
of problem players 
Lee Chapman 

l*m 

i know it sounds nuts, but I . 
thought I was signing for 
Howard KendalL He was the 
only Howard I’d realty beard of 

Finnic Jones 
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SPORT/27 


Yorke puts United in the clear 


FOOTBALL 


By Guy Hodgson 

Ml Chester United i 

Deny County 0 

MANCHESTER UNTIED’S 100 

per cent charge into 1999 was 
maintained last night - and 
this time they did not need in- 
jury time to secure a win that 
pushes them four points dear 
at the top of the Premenship 
Dwight Yorke wffl do in his 
current mood. 

The £12. 5m striker; who 
scored in the dying seconds 
against Chariton and Liver- 
pod in United's last two match- 
es, struck relative^ earfx after 
65 min u tes , to crank up the 
pressure on teamc trying to 


_ - < — — yw i~ 

ship marathon. 

ItwasYbrke’s 19th goal erf the 
season and his seventh in five 
ma t ches in which United have 
built a fair head of steam. Six 
siy’essive wins is an emphat- 
ic response to a December of 
doubt and too many draws. 

The response since the turn 
of the year has been points per- 
fect but there was one thing to 

mar Alex Ftergusorfs delight an 

ipjury to I^yan Giggs that wllal- 
most certainly force him to miss 
United’s European Cup quarter- 
final against Internajdonale. 

The Welsh winger lasted 
only 10 minutes before having 
to leave the field with a ham- 
string injury, a worrying echo 
of last season when an identi- 
cal problem, also incurred 
against Deity in Ibbruary, was 
identified by Ferguson as a 
fundamental reason for Unit- 
ed's failure to win a trophy. It 

was the reason why he bought 

Jesper Blamqvistfrom Parma 
in the summer 

“A hamstring is a ham- 
string,” Ffcrguson said grimly 
‘‘Hell be out for several weeks. 
It makes him very doubtful for 
the lriser matches. He felt a wee 
v' We don’t know how 
severe it is, but well put ice on 
it and see tomorrow . 1 * 

Giggs’ injury was a major 
dampener on an otherwise 
good night for United under 
troubled circumstances. They 



Dwight Yorke, the Manchester United strikm; skips past the challenge of Derby's Spencer Prior during last night's Premiership match at Old Itaflbrd David Ashdown 


got the win Ebrguson had de- 
manded butit was ty no means 
a straightforward victory, and 
fornmchaf&enightthehome 
side were thoroughly con- 
founded by Derby’s tactics. 

Jim Sm^ adopted a 34-3 fbr- 
mation that changed to 3-6-1 as 
Darryl PbweD and Kevin Harp- 
er dropped deep when the need 
arose. That clipped United’s 
wings, forcing them towards a 
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DENNIS WISE WHS BY STEVE TONGUE 


f sent off for the 
fourth time this 
season - and for 
the second occa- 
sion since saying 
he would never be 
dismissed again - as his team 
made harder work than they 
should have done orf winning last 
night's FA Cup fourth-round 
replay at Stamford Bridge. 


.curable refereeing decision 
to see them through, Chelsea re- 
sponded positively this time to 
conceding an eariy goal and 
were pulling away from Oxford 
in something between second 
and third gear at 4-1, after their 
F innish teenager; Mikael 
Fbrssefl, had tested the strength 
of the netting with two 
fearsomejy struck goals at the 
start of the second half Red mist 
and a red card then overtook 
their captain. Wise threw him- 
self to his left to handle a shot 
from Dean Windass that Ed de 


Chelsea 4 

Oxford United 2 

Goey might stiDhave saved and 
Windass put the penally away. 
Fortunately fix* the hone side, 
Oxford then lost their midfield- 
er Paul Tait with a head injury, 
the tie finishing with 10 mem on 
either side and no further goals. 

Earner Wise had become the 
first Briton to registera goal for 
Chelsea this season. That was 
overshadowed by an aberra- 
tion that will now mean his fifth 
suspension, this one for four 
matches. “I will be lenient with 
hirp,” said Chelsea’s player- 
coach, GianlucaViaDi, who left 
himsdfoutofthe side last night 
“It was an instinctive gesture.” 

Mike Reed, the referee, ruled 
that the deliberate handlin g of 
Windass 1 s shot was only a 
yellow-card offence. Wise, 
though, had already been 
booked and was thus sent off 


packed centre where Horario 
Carbonari, Igor Stimac and 
Spencer Prior were waiting. 

It says much for the Derby . 
defenders’ performance that 
United were largely reduced to 
firing shots from kmg range, the 
first which was an absolute 
screamer from 30 yards from 
Jaap Siam after four minutes. 
Russell Boult saved that with 
difficulty but it was by far Unit- 


ed’s best effort in a first half that 
was more puzzle than solution 
for the home side. 

Indeed, Wanchope almost 
put the visitors ahead after 22 
minutes. Lars Bdhinen flicked 
a delightful pass forward, the 
Costa Rican controlled with 
his chest and then shot low to 
Peter Schmeichel’s right, find- 
ing the side netting instead of 
the goal. 


United pounded forward 
after the break without reward 
and they were becoming in- 
creasingly anxious when YarkE 
finally found a way past 
Deity’s defensive towers. In- 
evitably the route was central, 
but this time Nicky Butt’s 
looped pass was neither inter- 
cepted nor was Yorke’s run off- 
side, and he tucked his shot just 
inside the post 


Derby had to abandon their 
entrenched positions and Car- 
bonari almost got them a re- 
ward with a bicycle lack that 
would have troubled Schmei- 
chel if he had made proper con- 
tact Instead the touch was not 
true and it looped hi gh enough 
for the goalkeeper to recover 
As the play stretched Unit- 
ed, too, had their chances and 
Yorke seemed certain to get a 


second when Blomqvist's pin- 
point cross located him at the 
ter post Hoult saved that at 
point-blank range - but the 
damage had been done. 

MMdMStcr United 14-4-2): Schmekhd: O 
Mevflte. Johnsen. Scam, kwh: Sctates. Kune. 
Butt, Giggs (Blcvnqutet. 10): Ybrke. Solsklaer. 
Substitutes not on* P Neville. Cole. May. 
Beckham. 

Derby Cooney (3-4-3): Houle Prior. Car- 
bonari. Sdmac Lainsen, Bohten Cardey, Dori- 
a>. Harper (Burton, 7D). Wanchope, Powell 
(Hunt. 79). Substitutes not used: Knight 
(gk). Schnoor. Christie, 
ttef er — : S Lodge (Barnsley) 


Thomley steals show 


Reed’s dubious decision to 
award a penalty against Oxford 
in the last minute at the Manor 
Ground for Kevin Francis’s 
tackle mViaffi was worth more 
than £200,000 to the impover- 
ished Second Division dub, but 
severely diminished their 
hopes of coming through the tie. 
They swept into the lead 
regardless after only five 
minutes, with a goal almost 
identical to the one Chelsea 
conceded in the first match. 
Once again no defender was 
guarding the near post as Phil 
Gilchrist flicked on a right- 
wing corner and the ball went 
in off Marcel Desafliy’s arm. 

Passing and moving much 
more freely on their own pitch 
than cm the Manor slopes, 
Chelsea were level within right 
minutes and ahead fcyhafftime, 
with Gianfranco Zola heavify in- 
volved on each occasion. Fbr the 
equaliser; he held the ball up 
until Wise arrived to take pos- 
session and drive in his first goal 


for 11 months. In the 40th 
minute roles were reversed as 
Wise sent the Italian dear ftxra 
dasste tab over a stranded goal- 
keeper and a goal fo off the far 
post 

The Premiership side, beat- 
en only three timre in an com- 
petitions this season, were in no 
need of gifts by that stage. They 
received one, however 48 sec- 
onds after the interval as Nicky 
Bangs; tumingback towards Ins 
own goal casually played tbe ball 
straight to EbrssdL The 17-year- 
old, on his fell debut, smacked 
it past Jackson from outside 
the penalty area, and repeated 
die trick six minutes late; from 
Celestine Babayaro’s lay-off 

CMtu (4-4-21: De Goey; Petrescu. 
Leboeuf (ferry. 60). Desallt* USamc Mor- 
ris, PI Mat wo (Goldtwek, 75), Wise. 
Baboyaro: Zola. Forssen {Nflcholte. 66). 
Substitutes not used: Newton. Hitch- 
cock (gk). 

Oxforti United (A— 4-2): Jackson: Robin- 
son, GOchriK, Vila Bon. Powell: Banger 
(Remy. 65). *blc. Gray. Cook (BeaucRamp. 
51); Murphy (Francis. 39). Windass. Sub- 
stitutes not used: Witscerman. Meath- 
erwone. 

Referee: M Reed (SVmJngtwmJ. 


HUDDERSFIELD, OF the First 
Division, duly pulled rank on 
their Second Division oppo- 
nents in this FA Cup fourth- 
round replay, but in a manner 
which will give the side they 
face next, the Premiership 
team, Derby County, few 
qualms about the prospect of a 
visit to the McAIpine Stadium. 

The Iterriers threatened to 
take the game by the scruff of 
the neck in a lively first half hut 
despite twice bitting the wood- 
work late on as Wrexham 
pressed for an equaliser they 
were relieved to escape extra 
time. “We played two wingers 
and were overrun in midfidd in 
the second half;” Peter Jackson, 
the Hudriermfi eld mawagPi^ said. 

Efis opposite n umb er, Brian 
Flynn, said: “People forecast we 
would get hammered here after 
losing 5-8 on Saturday but we 
played with a lot of character.” 

The match was preceded by 
a spectacular firework display 
to mark a takeover of Ibwn 


BY Phil Andrews 

Huddersfield Town 2 

Wrexham 1 

headed by the millionaire busi- 
nessman Bany Riibeay and the 
pyrotechnics on the pftdi fizzled 
out almost as quickly. 

Huddersfield went ahead 
after 20 minutes wfaen^ Wayne Al- 
lison found David Beresford on 
&e right and the winger’s cross 
was met at the near post by Mar- 
cus Stewart with a diving head- 
er to give Ttawn’s leading scorer 
his 13th goal of the season. 

Their lead tested just five 
minutes. The full-back Dave 
Brammer picked out Kerin 
Russell in the penalty area and 
the Wrexham captain chipped 
the ball over Nico Vaesen. 

TOtiiin two minutes the First 
Division side had restored their 
lead, Ben Thornley’s 20-yard 
shot deflecting off a defender 
and over Mark Cartwright’s 
head. But if luck was on Hud- 
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dersfield’s side, on that occa- 
sion. it turned against them 
2 when their captain, Steve Jenk- 
l ins, hit the post and Allison 
stabbed the rebound wide, 
isi- Stewart also strode the wood- 
he work twice, but only after Whex- 
led ham’s second-half fightback 
had exposed tbe shortcomings 
ad in the Huddersfield defence. 
Al- Once the visitors began to 
on push forward after the break 
®s their back four started to look 
ar- distinctly uneasy- Russell bad a 
id- shot hooked away and Ian Rush 
■er had a couple of opportunities. 

The new owners will have to 
ve spend some of their millions on 
ve a couple of central defenders if 
in their Cup challenge is to 
ad progress or if they are to renew 
ed their push for promotion. 

HuddcnfWd Town (4-4-2): Motsen: 
Jenkins, Coffins. G ray, Eetnunte Beresford 
"St I Bernes. 71). Johnson. Phillips. Thomley: 

- AlUson. Srewarr. Substitutes not used: 
Hessey. Facey. Heory, Senior (gk). 
rd W reth are (4-4-2): Cartwrigtw; McGregor, 
__ Bramnwr. Spink. Hardy. RWkir. Chalk 
“ (Gibson. 74). Russell, Owen: Rush. Coo- 
t's nolly. Substitutes not nsod: S Roberts. 

, N Roberts. Edwards, Wtofch (fik). 
u- Referee: P Jones (Loughborough). 


Sherwood 
to make 
£4m move 
to Spurs 

By alan Nixon 

TIM SHERWOOD will become 
George Graham’s most ex- 
pensive signing when he com- 
pletes a £4m transfer to 
Tottenham today The Black- 
burn Rovers captain agreed 
terms last night after initially 
stalling on the deal to take him 
to White Hart Lane test week 

Sherwood headed for London 
yesterday to finalise contract de- 
tails with Spurs, although his 
salary is not likely to be the for- 
tune he was expecting. In fact 
Blackburn insiders believe he 
may even hare accepted a tower 
wage at Tottenham than the 
contract they* hod offered which 
was worth just under Elm a year 

However Sherwood had 
ensured the move was inevitable 
by claiming Spurs had offered 
better terms and saying his 
farewells to team-mates last 
week The manager, Brian Kidd, 
did not block Sherwood's exit 
and will use the money to sign 
a Premier League midfielder, 
who could arrive at the weekend. 

Nwankwo Kami has been 
granted a work permit, which 
means that the former In- 
temazionale player, signed 
three weeks ago for om, is now 
free to play for Arsenal. The 
dub were yesterday contacting 
him to arrange the Nigerian's 
return to London and he could 
be available for Saturday’s Pre- 
miership visit to Upton Park. 

The Middlesbrough manager 
Bxyan Robson is hopeful that his 
club’s plans for the future will 
help secure the signature ofJun- 
inho after alL Boro were not 
commenting any further on 
their move for the £l0m-rated 
Brazilian after the player him- 
self and his dub Atletico Madrid 
insisted that he is staying put, 
at least until the summer 

Yet Robson's confidence that 
the 24-year-old could soon be 
back on Teesside - rebuffing 
Aston Villa’s overtures - sug- 
gests that a deal which would 
allow Juninho to stay in Spain 
until the end of the season 
could still be strode “He’s got 
no fears coming back to Mid- 
dlesbrough,” Robson said. 

John Barnes, the former. - 
England mldfiektec pteyed'a ' . 
foil 90 minutes' in a fo? 
Charlton’s reserves at Tbe^ Vhl- 
leyyesterdqy afternoon. The 35- 
year-old Newcastle player who 
has made just one substitute ap- 
pearance in the League this sea- 
son, is on a week’s trial and may * 
sign on loan until the summer. 

Hie Republic of Ireland man- 
ager, Mick McCarthy, has 
deared the way for Charlton's 
Mark KmspHa and Wimble don’s 
Kenny Cunningham to face 
each other at The Valley on 
Monday night McCarthy has re- 
leased the pair even though the 
Republic face Paraguay in a 
friendly just 48 hours la ten Both 
players will arrive in Dublin on 
Tuesday morning. “It's a one-off 
arrangement” McCarthy saicL 
■The Iran striker Mohamad AB 
Karimi was sent off for kicking 
the referee in a 2-2 draw with 
Vietnam in Ho Chi Minh City yes- 
terday. Ali Karimi pulled the 
shirt of Toro Kamikawa and 
kicked him in the shins after the 
Japanese official had sent off a 
team-mate. 
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Maier adds 
world gold 
toi^iis haul 


SKIING 


THIS t ime last year; Austria’s 
Hermann Maier bad acquired 
an all-conquering reputation 
but had still not won a major 

title. On Tuesday he was a win- 
ner at the World Champion- 
ships in Beaver Creek, 
Colorado, adding the super- 
giant slalom gold to a tafiy that 
now indudes every major title 
Alpine skiing has to often 
When asked why he looted 
so relaxed after his first world 
title, Maier said with a broad 
grin: “Because I had great sex 
with my girlfriend last night” 
No other skknr has ever man- 
aged to riarm world, Olympic 
and overall World Cup titles in 
12 mc^hs. Maier is aware of 

the enomtily of his feat, but the 

* 25-year-old, in only his third foil 
' World Cup season, is wonder- 
ing what there was left fbr him 

to accom plish in the sport. “I < 
have achieved evoytlhingnow;" I 
he said. “There is nothing big ! 
for me to win any more.” 

Maier in fact shared the tide 

with Norway’s Lasse Bjus, be- 
coming be come the first joint 


ATHLETICS 

GREAT BRITON UWDBM3 SQUAD i (w 
tomGmq): Mfti C 

fleam Solent): 400« P ttlnre (Smon CW 
held). L Baird (OeeUwnies): ■OObb P 
FM m (Ml ton Keynes). Jftrtw (Unat- 


(Edmourgh): PMn 








ffiSSS'i 

teg™ 

bk M P nalday (Woodford Grept. 
■MO (Shafnatwry): Polm mriB T 



BASKETBALL 

Rjur days after the ■Battle of North- 
gate Arena’. Derby Storm’s return 
to the Budweber Uague iwent rd- 

_ >-w» nlohr alrivuion mp 


rarerrecooruica 

nth Chester Jets wereevkfenc 

«. aaaPMrThamK 


Alpine siding. Austria's Hans 
Knauss took the bronze. 


wimout uioi 

tork* WHflams, suspended by ™ 
dub for his part in d>e fl^ht with 
Chester's Shawn Hartley and a lat- 
«• incident which resulted m rtieJet s 
physio Altson Troughcon suffering a 

disiocated jaw. 

BUDMEBER 

Tteera 94 Daty Store* 79: WtortWiia Bears 
BltMlBn ■Spwni 94. 

Steve BucKnall. the England in- 
remarional, has boosted fils Conti- 
nental career by transhwnng from 
die Italian Second giwston c^b 
Fabriano to che R ret Divisi^ team 
Regdana. based south-east of Ml- 
lanpst outside Parma- 


Another England player, Ray Carter, 
has joined the IceJandis team KH 
KeHavik after he was sacked by the 
Austrian club Oberwart following a 
dispute last month. 

Anthony Mason, the Charlotte Hor- 
nets' aH-aropnder, will miss the en- 
tire NBA season with a ruptured 
bicep. 


Jimmy Jackson, die best shooting 
guard remaining on the NBA's free 
agent market has signed a three- 
year, 56mJ£3.7m) contract with the 
Portland Trail Blazers. 

The Chicago Bulls have signed Hun- 
gary’s Korn el David on a two-year 
contract. Ho will be the first Hun- 
garian to play in the NBA. 


mmdi Snap W Paracrinatas (GO 86 Sara- 
tov (Rus] 76. 

BOWLS 

WELSH MASTERS (UmcB) Itat re n t 

IMfifSBSBWIS 

Gnwisiade MM) bt M Wng (trrt 2-7 M 7 ^ 
N Bootn (111) tor G Robertson (3a^ 7-2 7-S. 

CRICKET 

Northamptonshire have signed the 
Australian-born batsman Jeff Cook 
on a three-year contract. However, 
the 26-year-old left-hander from 
Sydney; who has lived In England 
since 1 993. will not be eligible for 
Championship cricket until 2000 
when he completes his residential 
qualification period. Cook will play 
for the county's second XI this sum- 
mer. 

SHEmtU) SHTOLD (Fkw d*y o# foiarh 
Malaldai Victoria 214 (M T G Effort SJ.B 


J Hedge 54: J N GWesple 4-42); South Aus- 
trafiaJS for 1. 

BUS1A CW (FbM 

Jaraelra 161 (MPersad 4-291 and 274 (hi Pw- 
™ vt. RemdB-aQ: TrtnkJaoaid febuoj 299 
' 84: DM>b 4-fiS) and 137 tor 

and ‘BAaso won by Oh wkk- 


CYCLING 

Ale* ZOIIe. the Swiss eyefist who was 
pare of the Fesdna team banned 
from last year's Tour de France fol- 
lowing a drug scandal, relaunched 
Ms career yesterday with the Span- 


sion of Che Swiss cycling federation 
last September. 

ETOflLE DC BCS5SGE5 Fine Man 
(Utta. U Octet to JUmm, Vr): t D 
Lefevie (Ft) CiSno 3hr 2min 1 ^ wcIm *pe«l 
41.547kp<i); 2 J Uotjjt (Ger) Credit Apfcofe 
came tfrnc 3 A Ichrm (Bet) Lotto -*-39eG 4 
DMtSar (GB) CofldK 3 N-B Larsen jpenlJacfc 
and Jones; 6 G Salmeroo (Sp) vitadas im a/t. 

FOOTBALL 

John Rudge. sacked by Port VMe af- 
ter 15 years as manager, has been 
offered the post of chief scout by 
Birmingham uty Trevor Rands, the 
Birmingham manages has urged die 
club to spend “whatever it takes' to 
secure Rudge. saying: “I'd pay good 
money of my own ro see the dossier 
on players he has built up." 

West Bromwich will face the Ja- 
maican national side at The 
Hawthorns on 23 May In a testi- 
monial for the club's record goal- 
scorer Tony Brown. The Jamaicans 
win also play Norway and Sweden 
as part or a European Tour. 

TRMISFBKS: Hmm BOa (forward) Bury 09 
Stockport (£250. 000); David Snhta (raid- 
Udder) Oxford Lhd to Stockport (free). 

ICE HOCKEY 

NHL: Colorado 3 Boston 7: Toronto 3 Umiu- ' 
pa Buy 0; Pittsburgh 5 Buffalo 3; Plwenbr 2 , 
Calgary 2 (at) 

SBBJCeMSUPBSLEAQIJe: London KrtgnB 
3 Nocringhani Ptmdiers 2. SheffleW Sudera 
6 Mandiesur Storm 5 (ot). 

POOLS DIVIDENDS 
umewooos treble da m! Ztoto 
£U573tt 23 £29.73:22 £2.60. HaincbM 
result: 22 £4.651.1 5. Foot (Man E3.65: 
rino horn £705.75; 8— — y E24AJ5. 
VBtHOHS IMIe ctaoce: 24pt> £397.45; 
23 £9.95:22 £1.55. 

ZETTDB IMbbi dtetee 24f» £65.56; 23 
£3.15. Poor mm £11; rigbc bones 
£25.50: ftwdkten £3.00; any ris £37.00. 
AB Drawn feeble Ounce; 24po £10,05. 
Bill I T IM S feeble chaotei 24pa £33 40; 
23 £2.00. I*oor draw £3.40 : Am anap 
£8JS; righe bones Cl 3. 10. 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
FRSUUf MATCH; HaBfax 16 Wigan 1 9. 

RUGBY UNION 

Jeff Probyn, die former England 
prop, will turn out for Bristol, the 
Premiership Two leaders, on Satur- 


National League Two South dub. 
Barking, but has come to the res- 
cue of the West Country dub who 
are struggling to Reid a front row 
for their nome game against third- 
placed Rotherham. 

A TRAMHC SQUAD (hr 


lequins). C CatMte (Gloucester). A Adsbawn 
(Bait)), T Beta (fife). 5 Brown (Richmond^ 
L Uogd (Ldcesni). h Sewntoa (Wbaps). B 

■ ■ 

al II 1 1 W |UNKJOn II tUlj 

■ PMte ss h (Hartequhs: 

ItJouc emr). 

moneq. A P— non (Gkmwato). (tor*. 

don trWi). V Ubogn [Bach 


DS 

.). A - 
IBmW.PC 
lequins). S 
ion(5a*e).G 
(RWwiond). 


Merthyr 18 fends 18. PbecpaMffeUWICv fee- 
orehy 

CLUB MATCH; Cambridge Urusenliy 30 
Newcastle 32. 




RJcridn(Har- 

(Gioueestw). I* Steder- 
(Nontampiai). A Mntar 


t tne age 
of njgoy 


with the Jewson 


meup 

(Sponsored Oy AXA) 
FOURTH-ROUND REPLAYS 

CMOS** (2) 4 Oxford Utd (1)_2 

Wisel3. 2da40 Gilchrist 5 

FbrssHI 46. 53 Windass pen 77 

32.106 

Oirl sea's oettnb Iflfise sent off. 75; 
Chelsea away to SheMcU Wednes d ay 

HiaSdw-sfWd (2) 2 lNraUute (1) 1 

Stewart 20 Russell 27 

Thomley 28 15,427 

Hvtuersoeu Home to Derby County 
TAUMBRO TROPHY 
THIRD-ROUND REPLAY 
Ranfe Hum (0)0 Wescoo4-M (0)_1 
137 Prrtdwfd 69 

Wesmrh*upa-Mare envoy ro Hitzhin 

REPRESENTOTVE MATCH: Combined 
Services 70 1 Ryman League XI 4. 
HYMAN LEAGUI S eed tl DMslpfK 
Harlow Town I Windsor ft Eton 1. 
UNIDOND LEAGUE CUP Thfad-raund 
nplaap Gateshead 0 Parsley Crick 1. 
Mt MARTENS LEAGUE CUP Steond 
itHiod; Pdetpoowb Rating CU> Warwick 
v Sutton Coldfield Town, 

UNMET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
Hr* DMrion: Eastbourn* lawn 0 Langney 
Sports i: Setsey 1 Horsham YMCA l. 


WORLD CHAHBWtlsnPS (Bwnr Creek. 
Colo r ado) Mmn'i wper-G: f A Mebs- 
nitser (Aut) 1ndn20.S3see: 2RG6ncM(Aui) 
U0.S6: 3 M Dorfraebar (Aurl 1 .20.74. 4 
H Gerg (Ger) 1 '20 S3: 5 M Erd (Get) I J0.9S: 
SIKoscner (It) 121 21; 7 S Berttod (SwU) 
1:21.34; B C Hey Beflet (Svvitl 1:21 46. 

SNOOKER 

Basildon's Stuart Bingham. 22, be- 
came the third player to compile a 
maximum break In a professional 
tournament over the past three 
weeks when he hit the 1 47 mark at 
a UK Tour event in Swindon yester- 
day. His break completed a 4-2 vic- 
tory over the Londoner Barry 
Hawkins and followed 1 47s from Ja- 
son Prince at Blackpool last month 
and Ronnie O'Sullivan in the Welsh 
Open last week. 

SQUASH 

BUSINESS PAGE, NATIONAL CHAMPt- 
OHSHIPS (Northern Onto. Manchester) 
Men’s line roand: 5 ftriie Norks) hi A 
Scwnyxi (Yorks) 15-4 15-2 15-7. D Cam- 
pier (Yirtf) btJ Hopwood (0»n) 15-10 15-12 


W CARUNG PBEBUERSHJP 

Mao Utd (0) 1 Dtehf (0) 0 

Ytsrta: 65 55.174 

P HI D L F APB 

BUb Utd— 24 13 B 3 51 26 47 

CktlMI 23 11 10 2 34 19 43 

Astoo Villa 23 12 7 4 35 22 43 

Annul 23 11 9 324 11 42 

Leads 23 9 9 5 36 23 36 

Liverpool 23 10 5 8 4* 28 35 

Whnblwtofl —23 9 8 6 29 33 35 

DertM 24 8 10 6 23 21 34 

West Kan 23 9 6 8 25 31 S3 

BUddleshco— 23 7 U 5 32 28 32 


fewtmham— 23 

Leicester 23 

Newcastle 23 

Staff Wed — 23 
Bwar tn n .........23 

Cosentry 23 

Blackburn 23 

Sonrhamptoo.23 

Chari con 23 

Noam Fore*_23 


9 7 29 31 30 
9 7 25 27 30 
7 9 28 32 28 
5 II 25 23 26 
9 9 13 25 24 
5 12 23 32 23 

7 11 22 30 22 
S 13 23 46 20 

8 12 26 37 17 
7 1319 41 16 


SKREMtnX DIRECT LEAGUE Pramler Df- 
■Mom Chippenham Town I BrisSneunO. 
Us PhBlp*Ca^ Third MUMdt Meewd^ feom 
i Briaport 1 (oee Yervi) 2-1 on pens). 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE CUP Oiteter- 

flaris One lee Easdeteh 3 Bournemouth 
Ft i; Moneyfteus 2 Chnstchuncti 2. 


15-12, Nt»lDf (Lancs) bt S Hantflry |Oxon) 
15-7 15-12 15-8:M BefWt (Vtarfcsl bt PGen- 
mcr rsussot) 9- 1 5 1 5- 6 14- 1 5 1 5-8 1 5-». N 
Martnew (Wcsl br (3) A Gough (Wbi) 14-15 
11-15 15-10 15-12 15-2: L BeacNl rfortis) 
br A lews pforksj 15-12 15-10 11-15 15-7. 
M Quieter (Lncs) bi B Garner (Surrey) iS-13 
4-15 16-17 15-13 15-9. T Gamer |SufSOI 
bf J Dale (Nortfmmtwlal 15-6 15-4 15-13:1 
Rircrfl (Kent) bt C Tomlinson (Kent) 15-12 
17-14 13-15 15-14: M Wras iOxon) btRBoll 
(SuFTolk]13-15 15^ 15-5 15-3: CWSkef (Es- 
sex) W N Duran (Bucks) 15-12 15-5 15-7. 
S Meads marks) bt P Lord (Cheshirr) 15-11 

lUomtn'i second ouallFylne round: V 
Lankesier iSurTotK) bye, V Boiwrigbt (Lanes) 
b: L Hill fDcrbyJ 9-5 90 9-7. C Wattiilscot) 
M J Duncair IVucte) 9-3 S-0 9-3. C Coran(Ev- 
set) bye T Bailey (LlneU bt K Budtfiy Es- 

s«l 9-2 9-4 9-6; K Hi__ " 

bt W MjkUnd (See) 9-5 9-2 9-1, P Nintma 
(Seri be K AOson (Vuksl 9-3 9-2 9-3. C Beau . 
mom [\bms)lHHMache[5co)B-109-6 9-3 
9-7. Huai qw rytnj; rotmL’ V Botwrighr 
- bt VLankesteijSuriolitl 9-7 5-9 6-9 
C Vltiddril (*o) bt C Coran (Es- 
sex) 9-6 9-1 9-3: T Bailey (Lines) btK Harg- 
iea«es (Merseyside) 9-2 9-1 9-2; P Nmio 
(Sco| bt C Beaumont (\brisj 9- 3 94) 9-5. 

TENNIS 

MABS6H I IBS MOPS OPEN Singles. Drat 
rouwh R Feaeta )Swti) bt C Moya |Su 7-6 
3-6 6-3: C PtoUne |R) bt J Tarango (US) 6-4 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


TENNENTS SCOTTISH CUP 
TVBRD ROUND 

Clydebank (0) 1 ROSS County (0) 1 

hHcholls 76 ferrjnt 65 

396 

PONTMS LEAGUE Pnuiler Hidsleo,- 
Noit Ingham Forest 2 Aston villa 0: 
BbrnlnSvam 1 Mandvsiet Utd i. Rrst 
DhUoa: Barnsley 1 Grimsby 0. MWdJes- 
biough 2 West Btormrich 2. Second DM* 
cion: Sheffield Utd 0 Shrewsbury 0, 
Scarborough 0 Newcastle 3; Blackpool Y6rk 
1 Third DtvfadoiE RocKEUe D Scunthorpe 
0: Chester o Burv 3: Chesterfield 2 Dartne- 
ion 1: vtanteptm 1 waiwH 1. 

AVON MSURAHCE COMBBIRTION PMC 
Dhision: GffMnpham 2 Brentford 3; 
Wycombe 0 Fullum 9. MIHwall 1 Ipswich 4. 
Brighton 1 lottenham 2; Cambridge 3 Ar- 
senal 3; Watford 2 Southampton 0. 
FRENCH LEfuSUS CUP Second raund: 
Rennes 4 Trcyes 0; Chateamou* 0 Montp O - 
Uer l; Amiens 1 A) Auxerre 2; Nk» 0 
■fculoise2. 

SPANISH CUP Fourth rated socond kg: 
Mallorca i Real Beds 0(Moftvnimn 2-0 on 


FOUR TEAM TOURNAMENT (UnML 
Cyp): Cyprus 0 Belgium 1 |M Mpenu 75l. 
Greece 3 (NBirialde pen 67, Georg* in 86) 
Finland 1 (KaipsHta §3). 


6-2. G Poczl (lr) bt i Roux iFd 7-5 6-3 M 
Rosser (Swli) lx C SouMier (Frl 62 5-6 6-1 
A Kareirikov (Rus) bt S ScluUen (Nemi 6- 3 
6-2. A Dl Rascmaie (Frl bt J Guneisrob (US) 

4- 6 6-1 6-4. S e c on d round: N Escuce |B| 
bt A ftwrt (Itorn) 0-6 7-6 7-5. ACfemcnt (All 
bt I Boulter (R) 6-2 6-3 

FAN FftOnC WOMEN'S OPEN (fedtyo) 
Slagles, first rauod: M de Stwrdr ( 5A| be 
M SaetJ (lapan) 6-3 6-4. M J Fenundea (USI 
br I Maloti (Croal 6-1 6-2. S Graf (Of I bt S 
Reeves |US( 6-0 6-1: E UMuxitsew (Ru3l b( 
E lacariou (lAr) 4-6 6-4 6-2 Second rated: 
M Htfieft piniic) bt A Sugtyanw (Japan i 3-6 
6-1 6-5 

UA MENS FUTURES TOURNAMENT 
(Itetta) Skates. IHt roan* N tVt.il iHjnfsl 
bt B Ejhnrood lAus) 6-2 1-6 7-6 P Kara 
(Berts) bt B um fSWwn) 7-6 6-4 J Knusvle 
(AuObtJKernunsum (Swe) 6-1 6-4;MGm- 
gorc (Sloven) bt M Stepimeh 1C2 Kep| 7-5 
T-6 7-6: H Laver wk- (Frl Ot F Ccrmjk iCi Krpl 
6-4 6-3: G Elseneet (Bet) bt M Brifraver 
(Nctft) 6-1 6^i. P Sommet IGer] bt 1 Hem:- 
ZohaLiva (Ger) 6-2 ret, L Fnedl |Ci KcdI b; 
M Hiftnl jChttWre) 6-2 6-0: F Ravai (Sat) 
bt D Shetvwra (Voria) 6-7 7-5 63. P D-> 
aoit (CtRep) bt J Borusrewshl (Get) 2-66-4 
63: Y sclxiwi (Rus) hr □ Skocn (C: Rep) 7-6 
6-4: T Sptnks (Norton,) bt J Serrrieien |5ue] 

62 6ft M Metry (Neth) bt I Uutwh- |Crtu| 

5- 7 64 62. N Gould (Aran) bt E Erucn rlst) 

6- 0 2-6 7-6. A Drum Id (Sirit) PI F Louen 
t&ne) 63 6-2. APopp iGo) bl L ChMs (fcwn> 

in WOMEN'S TOURNAMENT 
{SheffMd) Singles, second round: K Cl.- 
(were (Ben f«S De Beer (SA) 63 64. M Scfe- 
naiicaua (Ci Rep) bt H nutthews (Bertel 4-6 

63 62: B Karpensertf (Fr) bt M MihaLKhe 
(Rom) 62 i-6 6-3. A Bjehmann iGeri bt C 
Kroner (Ger) 5-6 6-4 63: K De Waite (Nemi 
be 5 DcVtfle (Bel) 62 6-0. C Taylor lOeani 
bt LAM (Devon) 63 66 6 1. C Schuurmjns 
(Bel) M J Lutrava (Rus) 6 1 63. L Utoodictfie 
(Surrey) bl B BruU (Neth) 64 63. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

7.30 unless, stated 

RYMAN LEAGUE Vanda ntl Itophy 
third rannd: Bans trad Athletic v Epsom 
ftEwefl. 

WINSTON LEAD KfiVT LEAGUE Pre- 
mier DMriois Crockentoll v Ramsgate. 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINJUKHM 
First Dhrtslon: Swn-Tdon v Norwich (2.0). 

ICE HOCKEY 
SBtONDA SUPB1LSAGUE: Ayr Scot dsn 
Eagles v Bracknell Bees (7,30). 

OTHER SPORTS 
SQUASH: British Closed Championships 
(Manchester). 


7 


4 
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Ferguson heads FA’s 


THE POSSIBILITY of a Scottish 
accent delivering En g)i$h ral- 
lying calls strengthened yes- 
terday as a grotudsweU of 
support developed within the 
Football Association for Alex 
Ffcrgusotfs candidacy as Glenn 
Hoddle’s successor 
Senior R\ figures, anxious to 
settle the issue as soon as pos- 
sible, began discussing names 
within hours of Hoddle’s 
departure and Ferguson’s was 
prominent The FA had con- 
firmed it was prepared to seek 
a non-En glish manager and 
some within the organisation 
believe the Manchester United 
manager’s qualifications out- 
weigh the fee t of his Tfartan 
allegiance. Indeed, he was dose 
to being approached three 


By glenn Moore 

Football Correspondent 

years ago, before Saddle was 
appointed- 

while United had already 
declared Ferguson offlimits the 
56-year-old, who managed Scot- 
land at the 1985 World Cop fol- 
lowing Jock Stem’s death, had 
made no official comment prior 
to tiie dub's T n»>d\ at home to 
DgjyCoiggylasf.ni^it. Not that 
this mattered The Eft. is aware 
that managers who rebut any 
interest m public may not be so 
dto mag fr e if actually offered 
the post Fbr that reason Kevin 
Keegan, though he said yester^ 
day he wanted to stay with Rd- 
ham, has not been ruled out 

Other candidates indude 


Bryan Robson, AretoeWenga; 
Roy Hodgson, Bobby Robert, 
Terry \fetaMes, Gerard Hnuffieq 
David Platt, jPeterReJdand the 
caretaker; Howard TCftanson. 

like Keegan, Bryan Robson, 
Wenger and HouDier have ruled 

tli wniy hiws fflit-irfflia mpning. 

Robson’s denial is the most 
convincing. He turned down 
toe job before it was offered to 
Hoddfe Hodgson and Venables 
are both available, but there are 
reservations ^x>id them. Bobby 
Robson would be a short-term 

srihifty i, 

could be teamed with Platt, 
whom he gave an England 
debut to asa player and is prob- 
ably too inexperienced to take 
they* at present Read has in- 
fluential supporters around the 


SO NOW we know. In his final 
hours Glenn Hoddle discov- 
ered forgiveness. In his last act 
as England coach, Hoddle had 
recalled Andy Cole, the man 
who had used the front page of 
The Sun to brand Hoddle a 
“coward" for not selecting him 
in November: Hoddle was, how- 
ever; going to give him the 
chance to be involved in next 
Wednesday’s Wembley friendly 
with France. 

hi the months to come Chris 
Sutton and Paul Gascoigne, 
though probably not Matt Le 
Tissier, whose international 
days seem to be over; might also 
have been recalled from their 
banishment That mayyet hap- 
pen, but it will not be Hoddle 
ctgductagtfaerapproachrnent. 

There was a certain, poig- 
nancy about reading Ms last 
squad list when it was issued at 
Wembley yesterday. It had 
shades of reading a letter from 
someone who had departed 
since writing. Here were plans 
that will now never be com- 
pleted, dreams that will never 
be fulfilled. Hoddle had also 
called up Kieron Dyer; the tal- 
ented Ipswich youngstec What 
role had he planned for him? 
And would Cole have played? 

That task now fells to 
Howard Wilkinson, the care- 
taker manager who said he de- 
cided it would be best to select 
Hoddle’s squad as planned - 
“no additions, no subtractions’ 1 
- in the interests of continuity. 
It is the right decision. 

Any differetces would prob- 
ably be over the fringe posi- 
tions. with one or two 


By Glenn Moore 

high-profile exceptions, Hoddle 
largely picked the right squads. 

From his last party Ian 
Wright, David Batty Emile Hes- 
keyand Lee Hendrie drop out; 
Michael Owen, Tony Adams 
and Paul Ince are recalled. All 
but, Hendrie’s absence and 
luce’s return are enforced by 
irguzy. Hendrie, who made a 


(Friendly v France. Wembley. 

Wednesday 10 February) 

JUtai-tyn (Leeds Urd) 

Wright (Ipswich) 

Sea m en (Arsenal) 

R Ferdinand (West Ham) 

Campbell (Ibctenham) 

Southgate -..(As con Villa) 

6 Neville (Manchester Utd) 

Adams - - (Arsenal) 

Keamu -(Arsenal) 

Anderson (Tottennam) 

Dfer.- (Ipswich) 

Le Sam - (Oielsea) 

HlnchcIIffe (Sheffield Wed) 

Beckham (Manchester Utd) 

Scboles — (Manchester Utd) 

Ince (Liverpool) 

Butt (Manchester Utd) 

Menton .. — (Aszcn villa) 

Redknapp (Liverpool) 

Shearer -(Newcastle) 

Owen - (Liverpool) 

Fowler (Liverpool) 

Cole (Manchester utd) 

Dublin -(Aston VDJa) 

sprighfiy debat against the 
Czech Republic in November 
but admits he is now in poor 
form, will be in the Under-21 
squad, which is named today. 

Ince, who is suspended from 
next month’s European 

rhnrwprmship q ualifier against 

Poland, is unlikely to play That 
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ACROSS 

1 Wish for departure from 24 
France t3,6i 

6 Non-striker seriously 
concerned about bowl- 
ing initially (4) 

10 Smooth passage, if long. 


after ordering food (7) 
Longing to be asked to 


writer (5) - 

li Fourteenth card forming 


part of suit? (9) 

12 Garment covering wife’s l 

bottom, adorned with 
royal insignia (7) 2 

13 Slit left in carton (7) 

H Centre ended up van- 3 

dalised - it’s without par- 
allel (13) 

17 Walk on water? (9,4) 4 

21 Nun’s first to wear gold 

ring? Second or thud. 5 

maybe (7) 

22 One engaged in barter 


Soup with bread in Ger- 
man hospital (5) 

Call American in New 
England (4) 

Described as “squeezed 
out” (9) 

DOWN 

Publication a major 

e mblem? <3,5) 
tin made by one in 
front(5) 

Sort of medicine to 

make you flake out, then 

recover? (4-3-7) 
Commercial jingle, not 
very good (7) 

Whereby dees see 
one bit of planet ob- 
scured? (7) 


7 American flier hacked 
ice in pieces (9) 

8 Inspiration about to oc- 
cur in course of ablu- 
tion? (6) 

9 “Maverick” subtitled in 
French? «k8) 

15 Unrealistic aspiration 
by one in degree course 
-minimally difficult pa- 
per (4-5) 

16 Outlined method of 
treating the decks (8) 

18 Poem EngKsb class go 
over; extremely unread- 
able (7) 

19 Relief mission, look, 
supported by doctor 
with small surgery? (7) 

20 a oTOgerfonmngmglk 

23 Mistakes often 

concealed by support- 
ers? (5) 


FA. While Wilkinson has bis 
feet under toe table, he said yes- 
terday that he bad not'eonsid- 
ered whether he would wanttoe 
job permanently and woakLnot 
do so until after Wednesday's 
match with France. 

Although the list indudes 
some worthy contenders, Eter- 
gusotfs CV is better than any. 
He would also be a popular 
choice with the Government 
Ferguson is closer to leading 
Labour figures than is com- 
monly realised. Bean wGovan, 
Glasgow, on New Year's Eve 
1941, he was atough centre-for- 
ward who had a brief spell 
with Rangers. They were the 
dub he followed from the ter- 
races as a boy, but toe associ- 
ation ended unhappily after 


he was blamed for a Scottish 
Ciqj defeat by Celtic. 

He went into management at 
East Stirling in 1974 before 
moving on, via St Mirren, to 
Aberdeen. He led them to their 
greatsstperiod of success, win- 
ning three league champi- 
onships, four Scottish Clips 
and toe 1983 European Cup- 
Winners’ Cup. This array of tro- 
phies appears even more 
TTTTpr^oiv PTri Hv» f»ont«-gt rtfihe 
dob’s history. Outside Fergu- 
son’s reign they have wwi just 
one other league title and three 
further Scottish Cups. 

In November 1966, he moved 
to Manchester Unked, where he 

ll nig^d mftiall y h r4jy ffl i wi n g 

himself time with the 1990 FA 
Cup success. The European 


Cup-Winners’ Cup followed a 


cess that has seen United 
become the game's dominant 
farce. They have won four of the 
six Premier League titles, not 
finished out of the top. two in 
seven years, wtm two more FA 
Cops and one League Cup. 

They have also reached the 
ggTTti-frnalR of the European 
Cop but not won it That is 
where the ESsUggest problem 
lies. United would doubtless 
fight hard to keep Fexguson- 

rtrinfc pl ftf-tffi^ f^ lhpirshar e 
price should he leave - bat his 
relations with the board have 
not always been warm and ifhe 
wanted to go, he probably 
would. But, while the footballing 
challenge of toe England job 


may appeal to him -though be 
has jokingly suggested in toe 
past he would on$y take it “to get 
England relega ted” - he is 
obsessed with winning toe Eu- 
ropean Cup for United If Unit- 
ed overcome Mernazianale in 
T ><»vt month’s quarter-final he 
may be hard to prise away be- 
fore the season’s end 

This need not be an insixr- 
mountable problem. WSkfosoa 
indicated yesterday he may be 
prepared to extend his care- 
tafership unffl then if required 
Since he and Ferguson are 
dose, they could even work in 
tandem for a while. This is not 
as far-fetched as it sounds. 
When Jenson ted Scotland he 

itiri gnpart- thna, rvwnhming ttw 

job wito his duties at Aberdeen. 


The Efogland job may be bag- 

go; but Efecgoson is well aware 
of the squad’s capabilities and 
has several of than at his duh. 
In international weeks there 
are probably more United play- 
ers at Bisham than Old Tkaflbrd. 

The question marks concern 
his sometimes tetchy dealings 
with the media, especially the 
capital’s tabloid press, his 
occasional outbursts against 
referees, his nationality and 
p*p »>w his ide nti fication with unit- 
ed Fins, wouldbe want to suhy 1 - 
ject Ira femOy to aft the hysteria^ 

There is only one way to find 
(xh bid; the FA is notary to ask 
him just yet The priority is 
next week's game with France. 
However it wouldbe no surprise 
if (fiscreet enquiries were made. 


Cole given chance 
to redeem himself 


was Hoddle’s intention, with EA 
backing, and Wilkinson is 
unfikely to dissent 

It fo probable that Wilkinson 
will switch to 4-4-2, however 
Most players are happier with 
that mid, as he said at the FA 
Coaches’ Association Confer- 
ence in November. “My par- 
ticular preference is for fourat 
toe bar±. I think the demands 
of toe modern gamp— make it 
extremely difficult for wing- 
bads to cover toe ground they 
are supposed to.” 

If he adheres to this, the onfy 
problem is on the left, where the 
lack of suitable players means he 
may be forced to push Graeme 
Le Saux forward and faring in 
Andy EGnchdiffe at left-back 
Wflkiqsqn. tT, faa*e, £o 
de«^^^}s«;{hev^jqtije 
three days I will have with the 
players. I have not gotamagic 
wand. Ideally; the fens will see 
players who are only happy to 
give 10 out of 10 for effort and 
feel secure enough to express 
themselves. I am not going to 
be staqad enough to daim more 
than my share of credit in the 
event of a super victory, nor will 
I take more than my share of 
the blame.” 

As for Cole, he said: “In my 
view; he is a very good player; 
In finishing terms his record 
speaks for itself It was no sur- 
prise to me he was included. Its 
a terrific squad-Ybu’d be happy 
taking it to Aston Villa.” 

With respect to the Prem- 
iership c h all e n gers, the world 
champions are a more formi- 
dable orosoect 
Last night’s football, page 27 




Smooth transition by 
relaxed Wilkinson 


THE LAST time Howard Wilkin- 
son made a public appearance 
at Wemhfey be was booed off 
the pitch by Leeds United sup- 
porters after their team’s abject 
League Cup defeat by Aston 
Villa in 1996, writes Glenn 
Moore. 

Maybe it was that memory 
that sustained him yesterday 
for; as he faced a media which, 
in many quarters, is being ao- 
cusedof u houndingGlezmHbd- 
dte out of his job”, he could not 
have looked more relaxed. 

He spoke at length, leaven- 
ing a thoughtful plea for Eng- 
land managers to be better 
supported by the Football As- 
sociation with a dash ofhumoac 
"When I got home last night my 
wife questioned my sanity- bid: 
that’s nothing new; she does 
that all tire time,” he said. 

“I could have said ‘no’ to the 
job bat Z felt the downside was 
Less than the upside. If we win 
[against France next weekl I 
will be able to put ’England 
manager’ on my Cy ‘beat the 
world champions’. Then when 
the manager of Mongolia gets 
the sack I can send that off.” 

There was none of the frac- 
tious hostility which had char- 
acterised Hoddle’s final press 
conferences, nor w are there 
rambling references to spiri- 
tuality. As a new man, Wflkin- 
son was given a gentle ride but 
his nannw suggested that, 
when it came to tbe political as- 
pects of the job, he could be a 

Capable caretaker 

“Clearly taking charge of a 
national team is a great honour 


in whatever circumstances,” 
he said. “The honour quickly 
disappears when I get into the 
details. At the moment my 
headis all over the place. Ihave 
a list of things to do with 30 
items cm it” 

Wilkinson looked to be rel- 
ishing the occasion but said he 
“had not even considered” 
whether he wanted to apply for 
tiie job permanency and would 
not do so until after Wednes- 
day’s game, the result of which 

would not influence Us decision. 

What did he expect the mood 
of the squad to be when they 
meet up on Sunday n^jfat? “In 
my experience,” he said, “play- 
ers vary. Some form an emo- 
linnfll i»Hariim fln t (i>f manager 

Some dorft Eke him. Same just 
turnup and play.” 

He said he had slept well on 
Tuesday night unty tube woken 
before six by toe first press 
phone call. He added: *Tve seen 


wood and Bobby Robson have 
suffered Alot is talked about the 
pressures of toe media bat that 
is the reaEty of life. These was 
a time m my naive youth when 
I thought I couM change that - 
I now know better B 
With reference to that he 
said: “The FA'S structures do 
not give the manager enough 
support they let Glenn down. 
It is not an impossible job, it is 
up to the employer to make ft 
possible.” He then referred to 
improving continuity of staff— 


in their own men and (fiscard 

the knowledge acquired by oth- 


ers. The use of computers to 
record information about about 
opponents and players was 
mentioned and toe establish- 
ment of a national football cen- 
tre like the French have at 
datrefonhtine. Bus, like some 
erf the other reforms, is on the 
way, a product of Wilkinson's 
work as technical director: 

He spoke to Hoddle yester- 
day lunchtime. “He wi^ed me 
all the best and said if he could 
be of assistance to give him a 
bed What happened to him is 
sad It is not pleasant if some- 
one loses their job. But it is the 
nature of toe beast of .toe job 
we choose to do. It does have 
a lot of advantages. In some 
cases the money's very good 
and ifs nice to work with play- 
ers, to go to football matches 
and win them, to see your team 
perform.” 

Wilkinson managed dabs 
from Boston and Notts Comity 
to Sheffield Wednesday and 
Leedsfor24 years to 1996. Had j 
he missed it? “I haven't missed 
arriving on toe team bus at a , 



feiMw damp CTMfBafltipaugh four 
ham? 


Cot you i 


lamndf im el? 



mfelmr state an your 


Pwhaps you are wonted about tbs 
h aak h t M c foyarfow8yof lr* ifeKltoafonau» 
spantff . 

boy fori MOTribfon damp and condOT W lo n wB 
daa— ■ Bw whw of your home? 

if ibis Is soundnaal too femBar and you wart to eradicate risfog 
damp torn yow home safely and oormnfertiK Qampsof have tf» 
answed 

Wb worit need to dtafaxb fo© Wemal plaster of your home so your 
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However Jong he reigns as 
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is qiaredthat but, if tem p orary 
becomes permanent, it would 
seen an inevitable feteatsoanfi 
pomLThat fe toe nature of the 
beast he now rides. That is what 
WHkmson wiH be pondering as 
he conskfers his next move. 

. England succession, 
page26 
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Qana is the place Jesus turned water 
into wine. To this US resident it is 


camp 
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W hen he met me at Detroit airport, 

Haidar Bittar was dressed in 
black, and hanging around his 
neck beneath bis long, bushy, 
black beard was a laminated pho- 
tograph of his two dead sons. I 
have grown used to this strange 
uniform; in Lebanon, parents who 
have lost then* children wear their 

pictures on their chests. But mis was the United States. The TV 
set in the arrivals lounge was reporting Saddam Hussein’s lat- 
est defiance of America. A group of passengers in baseball caps 

stood watchin g the report, which was liberally spatt ered w ith the 
word “terrorism". Haidar Bittar greeted me fbnnaHe with a hand- 
shake and the words “salaam aleHaim", but he wasn’t smiling. 

A email boy was running around the lounge and Mr Bittar 
pointed at him “This is the only son I have left," he said in an 
offhand way The others, eight-year-old Hath and nine-year-old 
Abboudi, were killed by the Israelis in the massacre at Qana three 
years ago. I looked around the lounge. I doubt if any of the pas- 
sengers knew where Qana was - unless, of course, they knew 
their Bible. Qana was the place where Jesus t urned water into 
-^tAvine. But for Mr Bittar, it is a place associated with Wood. 

■ He drove me in silence through the Detroit suburb of Dear- 
born with its Lebanese restaurants, its halal butchers, mosques 
and offices of “Islamic instruction". The Lebanese have deep roots 
here, and the Lebanese flag flies alongside the Stars ana 

Stripes. But Mr Bittar has no reason to feel at home. 

Indeed, if ever the word “injustice” needed definition, it can 
be found in Haidar Bitter’s tiny borrowed house. In a thick me 
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and six-year-old Khodoc Two farther children, Wurond and DaEa 
Caged two and one) were born in the US. But the Ivory Coast it- 
self degenerated into civil unrest in which the Lebanese were 
targeted. Mr Bittar had been a regular business visitor to the 
US and returned there, legally, with Chadia, Katia and Ehodor 
in 1995. Discovering his wife was again pregnant he applied for 
- and received - an extension of stay which enabled Chadia to 
have her fifth baby Wuroud, in the US. Hadi and Abboudi were 
at school back in Lebanon and the Bitters decided to allow them 
to finish their educational year Besides, his mother wanted to 
spend some time with them “before I die", as she told the fam- 
ily. Mr Bilter went back to the Ivory Coast in October 1995 in the 
hope of setting up his home there once again. He found the coun- 
try still in a state of civil war. But when he came back to the US 
a few days latei; his passport was seized at Chicago airport 
Mr Bittar was allowed to go to Dearborn, where his wife and 
child ren were Hath and Abboudi remained in Lebanon with Mr 
Bittar's mother; not far from the UN camp in the village of Qana. 
Mr Bittar still remembers with intense pain his last conversa- 
tion with them just before their death in April 1996, via a mobile 
phone. Israel's bombardment of Lebanon - which it called “Grapes 
of Wrath” - had alreacfy been under way for more than a week 
and thousands of shells were Calling across southern Lebanon. 
“Abboutfi wanted to come here to see his new sister Wuroud, and 

BY ROBERT FISK 
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slaughter. “Don't let my wife see them,” he pleads, turning away 
from Chadia. I can understand why. HadTs botfy was tom apart 
by the Israeli shell that killed him. A few pages away is the ap- 
plication made by Mr Bittar’s mother- terribly wounded in toe 
Israeli attack on the UN compound on 18 April 1996, in which she 
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je g rejection slip from the US cniMssy m IMmsscus. 

A little further through the file comes the treble whammy: a 
letter from the US Department of Justice ordering Mr Bittar’s 
deportation from America hack to Lebanon. And there is one more 
daxt Mr Bittar and his motfaerare the panted p^tamers^ong 
Lebanese relatives of the 106 Qana dead who have adjedtoe 
United Nations to hwesti^te “vfolations trfhi^ 
rael during the 1996 bombardment m which Hath and.AWwudi 
He would like “reparation’* from Israel.And,a5jus lawyer 




ny mother wanted to go to Beirut because so many shells were 
falling on Qaoa,” Mr Bittar remembers. “But I knew the UN camp 
was near and told them to go there for protection. My mother 
said “Why not? We can walk there. No problem’." 

It was fatal advice. l\vo days latei; the Israelis - who claimed 
they were responding to mortar fire from a Hezbollah unit that 
had discovered Israeli troops laying booby-trap bombs near Qana 
- shelled the UN camp for 27 minutes, killing 106 refugees in- 
side, 55 of them children. “My father called and asked me where 
the kids were,” Mr Bittar says- “I said in the Qana camp’ and 
he said something had happened there, that there were more 
than 80 dead. I called ray aunt in Beirut and she said: ^001 sons 
were killed.’" 

As he speaks now, Mr Bittar has tears in his eyes and he opens 
his hands out in a gesture of helplessness. He and Chadia em- 
barked on a hopeless protest outside the White House. It was, 
after afl, an American shell that had torn their sons to pieces, 
fired fr~n™ an Amprimn gnn hy America ’s Israeli allies. “I stood 
outside the White House with a poster; and some people were 
sorryforme,"MrBittarsays. < ^ they didtft really understand. 
When children were killed in the Oklahoma bombing Americansr 
understoodhowparentssufferecLButlamalsoaparent-Isuf- 

fer too. And it^ was a government supplied with American weapons 
that Hied my chfldren.” 

With one of those fine distinctions which prompts drawing in 


of breath, the US Justice Department demands the deportation 
only of Haidar Bitter his wife and the two eldest surviving child- 
ren. The youngest - Wuroud and the sixth child, Dalia, can stay 
on, aged two and (me - as they are US citizens. Mary Ramadan, 
Mr Bittar’s Washington lawyer regards his treatment as an out- 
rage. “My client ami his family are in danger of their lives,” she 
says. “The Israelis made it dear that if people don’t leave their 
villages when ordered to, they feel free to kfll those who stay. In 
the 1996 bombardment Israel’s violence was specifically aimed 
at civilians.’' Israel opened its offensive after a booby-trap bomb 
killed a child in southern Lebanon, prompting Hezbollah guer- 
rillas to retaliate by firing Katyusha rockets into Israel No Is- 
raelis died but Israel killed almost 200 Lebanese civilians. 

“It took tremendous courage for Mr Bittar to file the petition 
in the UN - the only process available to him to seek redress for 
toe murder of his children," Mrs Ramadan says. “It was not an 
easy decision, given his fear that Israel will retaliate against his 
family They are entitled to the protection of American laws." 
Among the evidence submitted by Mr Bittar and other survivors 
petitioning the UN High Commissioner for Refugees is an ar- 
tide from toe Israeli paper KcA Hair, in which toe gunners who 
killed the civilians at Qana refer to them by the racist epithet 
“ArahusiPrim" and suggest that their deaths did not matter. 

A preliminary hearing of Mr Bittar's appeal against deport- 
ation has set Z November as a trial date for his request for pro- 
tection under US refugee laws- whidi require his famify to prove 
that they have a “well-founded” fear of persecution if returned 
to Lebanon. As for Mr Bittar’s mother; whose arm was severed 
in toe Israeli shelling, she remains in Lebanon without a visa to 
the US- even though a hospital in Detroit has officially said that 
it will treat her and provide her with a prosthesis free of charge. 

She was able to provide toe US embassy in Damascus with 
proof that she had substantial funds in Lebanon, and that she 
did not wish to stay in toe US. But the American consul in Dam- 
ascus wrote to her to say that: “Applicants who are granted visas 
must have good Irving circumstances in their country of resi- 
dent.. .but at this time ymm circumstances do no not [sicj prove 
such commitments. Thus... we are unable to approve your re- 
quest for a visa." If her “personal circumstances" changed, the 
consul said, she could aK>ly again -but “due to toe high demand 
on appointments far visas in Damascus, we can schedule only 
two app o i n tm e nts per year for every applicant”. 

In his petition to the UN, Mr Bittar has described the Qana 
massacre in dreadful detail; he cites his children’s “violation of 
the right tn life" an d claims tha t the slaughter was an act of flQnn- 
tide. He includes documentation that an Israeli pilotless re- 
connaissance aircraft flew over the Qana camcp atthe time of the 
killings, along with cuttings from The Independent which first 
revealed the presence of the plane. He fears that toe Israelis, 
once they know of his petition, will try to Mil him and his family 
if they return to their village. And he now has 10 months before 
a trial thatwfll decide whether he, his wife and two of their child- 
ren should be sent back to the killing fields of southern Lebanon. 
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LASIK AVAILABLE - £650 

(Consultation tf>0) 


Laser correction for 
Short-sight, Long-sight 
& Asti g matism 


Our specialist doctors can eliminate the need for 
glasses using the most advanced lasers with a 
technique which is called PRK (first performed in 
1988) and LASFK for severe short-sight and 
long-sight Ha ving performed ova- 45,000 treatments 
since 1992. OPTIMAX has established itself as the 
largest provider of laser treatment in the UK. 

“One thrill I g^et is to wake up in 
the night ana see the time on 
my bedside dock.” 
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Racist policing 

Sin I would have thought, after the 
tragic Stephen Lawrence affair; 
that the police would be bending 
over backward to improve their 
standing with the hlack 

ffflmrrmnity 

As a white iiwle working as a 
broker in the City of London, I have 
not been stopped or questioned by 
t^CttyPolice.Ihavc,howevei; 


car driven have been stopped hya 
number of police, sometimes 
armed. In leases the drivers 
stopped have been black and the 
care expensive.This has all 
happened fa the past lft months. 
Before faaMwcufced fa Holborn, 
outside the (Sty boundary and 
poEced by the Metropolitan Police, 
and cannot remember a angle 
similar Incident there. 

None of this had directly 
affected me or my company mitfl 
last weekend. We are spending a 
significant amount of money in 


Last weekend was critical for the 
cfaangeovec Ob lose one of our bey 


disruptive and expensive. Why did 
he disappear? Because he went 
down to his car and was arrested. 
Fbr what reason? None has been 
given. He is Mack 

Are we serious in ran- attempts 
to maintain the Cily as the world’s 
primary h anking , insurance and 
shipping market? If we are, then 
the medieval approach to civil 
liberties and racial tolerance will 
have to change. Ifoe City Police are 
failed by the financial success of 
the City itself and should not be 
antagonising the many talented 
Uadk professionals wto might tike 
to work there or do business 
with it 

Our computer engineer does 
not wish to complain because he 
would rather forget the 


does not believe such complaint 
wouW have any effect The 
situation makes me ashamed to be 
white. 

COLIN CREDLAND 
Crazoiey, West Sussex 

Sir: I have from the moment of 
being elected to office taken a very 
public stance over the Stephen 
Lawrence murder investigate 
(“Met ‘ready to take a beating* on 
Lawrence”, 2 February). I have 
acknowledged that it was not 
handled as well as it might have 
been and mistakes were made, the 
real Acfaffles heel of course being 
toe first review (rf the inquiry 
ordered by the then senior officers 
in toat area. The report was signed 
off ami accepted as correct, and 
passed up the chain of command 
and relied upon as a shield to 
deflect criticism. That act has let 
down every Metropolitan Police 
officer regardless of rank 

The inquiry by Sir Wilfiam 
McPherson wifl we hope point the 
way forward, and police officers 
wffi never again be placed in the 
same situation - without sufficient 
IT equipment, trained users and 
officers- as those at the centre of 
that process. 

Metropolitan Police officers are 
outraged and angry toat 
murderous racist thugs still walk 
the streets, but to put 26,000 
officers on trial for something that 
didn't involve them and that they 
had no control over is another 
miscarriage of justice. 

GLEN SMYTH 
Chairman 

MeiropcMtanPfMcxF^demtum 
Joint Executive Committee 
London El 4 

Hounding of Hoddle 

Sin Poor old Hoddle. what has he 
done to deserve an tins? Bad 
previous Karma perhaps? 

There seems to be a great deal 
of ignorance on the subject flying 
around. Ka rma is a balancing 
mechanism, between negative and 
positive actions. It is not reward or 
punishment. Imbalance can be 
carried forward to another fife. I 
have not heard Hoddle talk of 
pimisbmeirt far previous sfas- 
although just about anybody else 
commenting on his remarks has. 

Most disabled people r know 
would sa^ “What a load of 
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rubbish”, or; “Ifl sinned in a 
previous fife , I hope I epjoyed it” 

What is more remarkable is our 
fevered response. Why axe we so 
keen to show our conqpassiaafor 
disadvantaged groups by jumping 
on anyone who seems lobe lacking 
in such compassion? Itall seems 
to be tied up with our highly 
sensitive emotional state. People 
are “devastated” very easily and 
in need of “counselling” for toe 
slightest unpleasant event The 
reaction to the death of Diana, 
Princess afWaieswasa good • 
example of this delicate state. 
People seem to be an toe verge of 
tears most of the time. 

Come on England Since when 
havewebeenso precious? Where 
is oot much-acclaimed stoicism? 
What happened to our famous 
upper lip? 

MIKE INGRAM 
Peterborough 

Silt The FA should not have sacked 
Mir Hoddle over an issue unrelated 
to football, nor should they have 
expected him to keep his religious 
beliefs to himself. Religion is not a 
private mattes; as tins case 
de monstr ates. It influences every 
aspect of toe believer’s fife. At 
least Mr Hoddle was up-front 
about that 

What they should have done is 
insist that he take a course m 
Religious Studies and Theology. 

He would then have been taught to 
think critically about his own 
beiiefo and those of others and he 
would have been introduced to 
disabled tocology- -a new branch 
of theology in which persons with 
disabilities reflect cm their own 
experience awl the construction 
put upon the disabled person in 
various religious traditions. 

Being forced to think through 
these issues property would surety 
have been punish ment e oougfa. 
Professor El JZABETH STUART 
Choir qf Christian Theology 
King Alfred’s College 
Winchester 

Sir: In order to spare ns all another 
disgraceful spectacle Eke toe 
Hoddle affair I suggest that the 


next England football team 
manager be chosen by a 
committee consisting of foe Prime 
Minister and his colleagues and 
the editors and proprietors of 
various tabloid newspapers. 
ROSEMAR7L JOHNSON 
Byfield, 

Northamptonshire . . 

Off the dole 

Sin The percentage ofleavers 
from New Deal returning to toe 
“dole* isnotSO percent, but onty 3 
percent (“Blair praises New 

Deal” 29 January), A further 12 
per cent are not able to work 
because they are on other benefits 

fike sickness and incapacity 
benefit Compared to the 100 per 
cent who were on benefit before we 
introduced the New Deal, Pd say 
the programme was proving its 
worth. The 58,000 young people 
who have found a job farougi New 
Deal so far wouldno doubt say the 
same. 

Of the very smalt number who 
have iefl the full-time education 
and training option earty-it lasts 
up to a year and most New Dealers 
are still on xt-about half so far 
have gone straight into work and a 
majority of toe rest on to other 
things rather titan the dole. 


Fmafty Damian G r***"’ ** rfaim 
of an £0,000 per job cost is 
fabricated by loading ah the 
investment upfront It's a bit Ijfee 
dividing the whole cost of the 
Channel Tunnel hy the number of 
passengers in toe first six months. 
The true amount spent on each of 
those finding employment to date 
is around £1,000, although this 
figure will obviously rise as young 
people who have needed more 
investment through toe options, 
come through and find jobs. 

Itis too earty to calculate a 
meaningfttfavexage cost per job 
because toe majority of foe 
participants are stQl in toe early 
stages of the programme. But it 
will be a lot less than 0.1,000, and 
good value to o. 

ANDREW SMITH 
Minister JbrEmployment 
Deportment, prEckuxctionand 
Employment 
LondonSWl 

Africa’s agony 

Sin Your report by Aleut Duval 
Smith on toe wars tearing Africa 
apart was timely (“Misery 

gn giilfc infflinn g ftS Africa 

seethes with more wars than 
ever”, 30 January). You called 
the fighting in Congo-Brazzaville 


a “civil war”. Not so. Rathei; it is 
democrats versus anti- . 
democrats. The issues at stake 
are freedom versus repression. 

The story is this. The former 
ruler; General Denis Sassou- 
N’Gnesso, a Marxist dictator; 
was roundly beaten in the 
elections of 1992 - the first free 
and fair elections since 
independence 30 years earlier: 
Professor Pascal Lissouba 
became toe first elected 
president, introducing “novel” 

■ * 1 COncepth like freedom of speech; 
a market economy, an ' 
independentjudidary and*, above 
all, autonomy atall levels of toe 
country and toe economy. 

Sassou appeared undeterred 
by his election defeat, however. 
He resolved to return to power 
fay force on the eve of 1997 
elections, which he knew he ■ 
would never win at the ballot box. 
Congo had achieved the highest 
per-capita debt of any country in 
the worid after 20 years of his 
guidance. So why he imagined 
toat the Congolese people would 
want him bad:- especially after 
a coup d’dtat and Moody power 
struggle -beggars belief 

Worse still, it is openly claimed 
by democrats of every political 
persuasion in Congo-Brazzaville 


Sirr “Men of the Irish 
Republican Army march 
through the streets of Dublin 
in 1922 at the beginning of the 
civil war” (Letters Page 
picture, 2 Febraaxy). They; at 
least, had the courage to march 

wimaiak wl — thoh- 

“followers” of today with whom 
I suspect those of 1922 would 
find very Gttie in common. 
JOHN BURROWS 
Leicester 

Sir I must correct one point to 
your article, “Nasa takes off In 
search of stardust” (3 
February). The last 
extraterrestrial sample was 
returned to Earth by the Sennet 
robotic craft Lama 24, during 


In Brief 


August 1976. Apollo 17 tod 
place almost four years earfien 
Luna 24 returned a two-metre 
core of soil from Mare Crisfnm, 
a nearty circular basin towards 
the north-east edge of the . 
visible Ehee of the Moon. The 
core contained fragments of 
iron-rich but titanium-poor 
basalt, similar to some basalts 
returned by Apollo 17 and to 
several lunar meteorites. 
ROBERT HUTCHISON 
HemeZ Hempstead, 
Hertfordshire 

Sin Before teachers can be 
paid In proportion to fheir 


pupils’ results, thought must 
begtven to the conduct of 
examinations. Teachers 
marking coursework which 
contributes to their pupils* 
results will have direct control 
over one indicator of their own 
pay 

fa a politician that would be 
called conflict of interest. If 
performance-related pay has 
the incentive effects claimed, 
the likely result would be a 
marked improvement in exam 
results for which IbqyBfofr 
would instantly claim credit. 

As a serving university 
teacher; I of course declare an 
interest in this letter 
Earl RUSSELL 
Houseaf Lords 


that France was behind the well- 
prepared and massively armed 
coup unleashed in 1997. - 

Whatis shameful is that so 
little criticism is voiced. Do we 
value democracy and civfl 
liberties so little that we dare not 
speak out about thewetum of a •/; 
cruel (and ineffic ie n t > dictator -J 
who seizes powex^an toe evE^ ^ 
elections and demolishes every 
pillar of civil society and every 
dvfl liberty m the country? 

Where is the freedom of toe 
: British press whenT? knitters?' 
ANTHONY MCCALL- JUDSON 
C(mmumcation&admsorto 
Professor Pascal Lissouba 
London Wl 

Sir: I thought toe Alex Duval 
Smith article about the conflict in 
Sierra Leone was compassionate 
in a Graham Greene-esque sort 
of way but n ot serious about the 
political situation in tins horrific 
wan This is a democratically 
elected government and its 
electorate trying to defend its 
capital city from an army of well- 
armed and spflfatic thugs. 

I am in telephone contact with 
people still living In Freetown 
who tefl me about the atrocities 
they have witnessed or heard 
aboutwhole families massacred 
in toe process of looting; children 
and adults having their hands 
and arms chopped off; rape, it 
goes without saying; schools and 
hospitals burnt down. Many 
people have been without food 
for days and live in constant 
terror 

In my naivety I imagined that 
the West would be concerned 
about the fete of democratic 
government in Africa. England in 
particular “owes” Sierra Leone. •- 
The relationship is a long and - 
intricate one. And what about toe 
UN? Why do they appear to be 
washing their hands of this? 

Might it have something todo 
with the fact that Sierra Leone is 
of no strategic importance? Has 
no oil? Is already one of toe 
poorest countries on earth? 
PAULINE PLUMMER 
Middlesbrough 


Hang fire on euro 

55r- rvwai rt Ma cm ty re (Comment, 

1 February) argues that the 
Chancellor and the Prime Minister 
should “ratchet up” thdr 
commitment to toe euro and state 
“the Government’s firm intention to 
join.” MrMacfatyre and other 
commentators fed it is neccssaiy 
for toe Government to go beyond 
toepolicyra ufoichdwasdedBd, - 
which was further clarified by 
Gordon Bro wn wi t h the five 
economic tests for entry. The policy 
. remains both plausible and robust 
The lastyearhas seen global 
financial crises, and foere are 
indications that they may not be 
* overyet The euro is onty one 

white many nFns - 
are confident that it will be a 
success and survive any future 
crises, I am not convinced that it 
would be wise dr in toe interests of 
toe UK economy to indicate that 
we should unreservedly join, or 
: give a date for joinmg. 

- The emu has no track record To 
i announce at this stage that we 
should join, before the date for a 
Trijerendum has been set, or give a 
date for joinmg would be folly. 

. What we nwxl is an informed 
jisbate,witoth0seofuswhoare 
Jaimost certain to be in toe “yes” 
vCamp arguing the case for 
toe euro and taking it to the 
country, not to the Prime Minister . - 
cr the Chancellor 

The public must mate up its own 
mind eventually at a referendum. 

Tw tbn mnanfirru* ministers ran 
prepare and need emty make a 
decision once the economic tests 
have been satisfied. 

There is curiosity among my 
nunrUK Socialist colleagues here 
in Brussels about the possible 
timing of UK entry but I don’t 
detect the impatience that I see in 
both the europhile and eurosceptic 
press In the UK 

MARK HENDRICK MEP 
(Lancashire Centroi, Lab) 

, Spokesperson on Economic and 
. Monetary Aflhirsjhr the . 
Parliamentary Group of the Party 
^European Socialists 
Brussels 

Save this duck . 

Sr. The working party cm the 
introduced rudety duck, whore 

jfrn i rrv niTTwrit Ministe r 
Micharf Mranherhas accepted, are 

'• hbttMoAingdeartyC^RudSestobe 
J^afeotfor mating with wrong ducks”, 
SFtebruary). They advocate 

tnrterrn mating this duck m Britain 

as a way of protecting toe white- 
headed dudk in Spain. But if male 
Itcshreedy 
idnckandj 
ferffieyom^'surefyth^areone 
■ specif and afl that wopldbeat risk 
isthegenetfepurityofaspb^edes 
-perhaps not suchaMg deaL 
And tfthe ruddy duck genes 
provide a more robust cross in the 
SpaxsshOTmrozunentthaD 
unadulte rate d whit e -headed du As, 
toatwifl assisttoe species to 
flourish in Spain. H; ontoe otoer 
hand, thervidety duck genes are 
disadvantageous to the species, they 
wiflhardtypersistmQiepopufofcian. 
CHRIS SHOUT 
AnstrufhenFtfe 

Going to earth ■ 

Sin Paid Latham of the 
CounbysideAItiance detixa; 

1 EMjruary) says artificial earths 
are not constructed for ttepurpoj^ 
afbreedfog foxes. I shall allow? 
peers topersnade him otherWisa 
The late Duke of Beaufort, a 
former president of Mr Latham's 
orgam^fem, stated in 1980 that 
flr tifyj pl are huilt “fo 

provide somesriiere for localfoxes 
to have then - cubs: in otfaerwoonds 
for hreerfing purposes". A HB 
Hart, Secretary of the Blasters of 
Fox Hounds Association, said in . 
1987 that tbqy are constructed to 
“provide suitable places for faxes 
to breed”. Albert Spring, writing in 
Shooting Gazette in 1993, stated 
that toqy are “used primarily as 
breeding chambers”, 

Officials of the Countryside - 
Alliance realty must make more of 




BEN STEWART 
League Against Cru& Sports 
LandonSEl 


Internet investment advice from beyond the grave 
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BILL GATES, the infant prodigy of 
Microsoft and general info-guru, 
said the other day toat it was crazy 
to invest in Internet toms, as they 
were desperalety overvalued and 
it was an getting to be a kind of 
South Sea Bubble. Ever since then 
I have had a series of hysterically 
worried investors turning to me for 
comfort fa case they have done the 
wrong thing and put their money 
fa the wrong place, so it is high time 
that we devoted acolumn to aS your 
letters, faxes, e-mail, phone calls 
and postcards on the subject 

IAM amazed that Bill Gates called 
this a South Sea Bubble situation. 

Why? 

Because I had no idea that Bin 
Gates was weti versed enough in 
hfastay to have heard of toe South 
Sea Bubble. 


/ don’t think he is. I think what 
happened is that as Bill Gales con- 
tinued an fas quest to buy up toe 

reproduction rights to every 
knownpietmeinthebistaryefite 
world, he may have come upon 
some tttustrations of the l8thr 
century stock-market scandal 
fanwnastheSouthScaBubbie, in 
which worthless shares m the 
Pac&c territories reached tremen- 
dous prices before collapsing. He 
may toed have in q uired what it 
was. Someone may haoetaid him. 
that the SaulhSeaBvbble was the 
Wall Street Crashqf the 1700s. This 
maywdlhaoestuckinhamxttd. 

I see. Actually by a bit of a co- 
incidence, I do have some shares 
in the South Sea Tfcadaig Company 
which have been passed down 
throughntyfamitysfacetoeeariy 
18th century and have never been 


sold, and I wonder whether they 
have any value now. 

HaveyoubwughtthemdlongtD 
show us? 

Yes, they’re here. They’re nor- 
malty underpass in the Iforaiy bat 
I got them out to show you... 

Gosh, they're jolly nice, aren’t 
they?IcanZrememberwhenI$au> 
samefiiinQ as nice as this on the 
antique Stocks and Shares Road 
Show \ YouYejc&y lucky to have 
SusY^canseedwwor^erfidde- 
tad of the printing, here and here, 
and fte jtorfasfic decorative bor- 
der, and the djfl hre nt splendid 
cotours... 

So bow much are they wo rth , 
abort, then? 

Absolutdy nothing, Fm qfraid. 
Sorry. 

Iwonderifyou esn hdpmalam 
an investor who recently snapped 



MILES 

KINGTON 

‘You advise one man to 
enrich himself by making 
another bankrupt: isn't 
that sick and immoral T 

up shares in a new Internet com- 
pany called Netophde, for which I 
paid £10 each. The campany has not , 


yet made auyfinng or shown any 
profit What return can I expect cm 
my money? 

Absolutely nothing, Pm afrxiid. 
Ytwwereafooltobiey. 

I wonder if you can help me. A 
year ago I started a new Internet- 
based company called NetopbKe, 
which promised to download New 


Uh&rbmatety we bavezrt produced 
anything yet, nor shown any prof- 
it I hare reoentty been offered a 
> wst Wi* nf mnray fo r toptwiipany 

Should I sell? 

Yes. Seilnotn. You would heajbol 
nottoseU. 

Hold on, hold an. Ybu think the 
bigOTafsu&afinnfcstupidtobtR 
but you advise the setier to sell to 
him ? You advise one man to enrich 

hfrnaptf by makin g a nn rtipr hantr- 

ruptistft that sick and unmoral? 


Yes, it is side and. immoraL It’s 
called advanced capitalism. And 
Vie next! 

I am in charge of a small lobby 
group which puts fee case for the 
Net Book Agreement, which gov- 
erns the price of books. We are a 
small part-tfafe organisation, open 
Wednesdays and Fridays, and Sat- 
urdays too, if Mrs Whittaker can 


an offer of £3m as a takeover bid for 
the whole set-up, which is rather 
over the top if you ask me, even if 
youtake into account the desiraHe 
address (quite near Hampstead), 
and Z thfok what must have hap- 
pened is that somebody thinks we 
are something to do with the Net 
and has got quite excited- What 
would you do? 

WxUtiRMrsWhittakeris oidcf 
the room and sdL Next! 


Hetlof It’s Arthur KbestierhereJ 

remember me? I was one of the 
world’s greatest writers tffl. I died! 
And before I died I left millions of 
pounds to Edinburgh University to- 
found a chair of research into the 
paranormal and the after-life - 
you remember? Wed, it’s all true! 
The afterfife realty exists! I am up 
here, with all toe gang, Jean-Paul 
Sartre, Camus, de Beauvoo; and so 
on, and we have some great con- 
versatians! Of course, we also have 
Stafizraztd ffitier and all the great . 
brutes of history as well, which is 
very interesting! And now I hear 


I rapeda fe w wameiL Is lids true? 
Welljletnie ss& 3ns - 
P^jp^ppqxpqjpqj... 

Fm sxrry; Pverau out of coins. 
IT tiytp ring again later. .. 
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wurt ba * toe a anti-abortion activists 
for an Internet campaign that publishes 
factors. The site was certainly highly offens- 
^ Many websites are. This one, though, was a thinly 
veiled incitement to hatred, violence and murder Theweb- 
fflte s graphics featured dripping blood, and “wanied”-styte 
posters of doctors on the so-called “Nuremberg Kies”. The 
hst of target doctors had their addresses attaohM The 
names of doctors who had been killed in anti-abortion 
violence had a line struck through their names: those 
injured were listed in grey. Truly abhorrent. In a lesser 
vem, Andy Sinton, a Tottenham footballer had his phone 
number posted on a site for Arsenal fens, leading to the 
inevitable torrents of abuse until his number was changed 

Clearly we are entering a new and disturbing phase in 
the development of the Internet The technology has, 
indeed, moved at an incredible, exponential rate, fester 
than the ability of public policy-makers to cope with its 
implications. It is only 30 years since the first communic- 
ations between computers started. Only in 1991 was 
“byperteadf invented, the device whereby users can jump 
from one site to another at the dick of a mouse. The advent 
of the cheap, mass-market personal com puter , the failing 
cost of phone calls and the introduction of free Internet 
subscriptions mean that the Net is already the definitive 
new mass medium for the early part of the n«y«t century. 

7/e can also predict that it will continue to be used pro- 
ductively for the creation, publication and ggohatig* of 
ideas and information. It wfll be used increasingly for com- 
merce, as payment systems become more secure. And it 
will be used in ways that we cannot yet imaging in the 
m a m it is a great liberating force, inherently anarchic and. 
in the best sense of the word, subversive. This, to anyone 
who believes in free speech and is excited about the lib- 
erating potential of a medium available to virtually afi. is 
its most powerful characteristic. 

But, as we have seen with the anti-abortion group, there 
remain legitimate concerns. The Internet, more than 
pother media, is open to dbuse. There are sites dedicated 
to the most vDe pornography. Race-bate networks flour- 
ish. “Recipes” for incendiary devices and the like, post- 
ed by warped “bedroom bombers”, can easily be located. 
And the Internet is a more powerful method of dissemin- 
ation than the printed word or the broadcast message be- 
cause, especially in the case of children, there are not even 
the vestigial physical controls which parents and others 
can exercise. All the more important to consider how pol- 
icy makers should deal with its destructive potential Tb 
suggest that a way might be found to control some of the 
worst excesses of the Internet is not to make an argument 
for censorship. It is, however; to make the case for exam- 



ining^ what can be done to limit the real physical and psych- 
ological violence that this new technology can generate. 

State agencies cannot police it in the way that they do 
books, newspapers or broadcasting. As the German 
authorities have found, even if one nation were to intro- 
duce restrictions, service providers and webmasters 
could “migrate” to more lax regimes. 

There are some hopeful signs. Existing legislation can 
be used, and should in future be designed, to deal with 
electronic material. The very size of the fine levied on the 
American anti-abortion site wiD act as a deterrent to those 
with similar ambitions in the future. More and more 
Internet service providers are exercising control over the 
availability of pornography on their sites. There is some 
evidence that more and more self-control on the part of 
users may - just - result in an informal self-regulating 
regime. Authoritarians and libertarians alike must agree 
that the whole issue of freedom on the Net needs to be 
examined immediately. 


In defence of the 
art of the plagiarist 


PLAGIARISM HAS been getting a bad name. The most 
recent claim is that the plot formulated by Marc Norman 
and Tom Stoppard, for the highly successful film Shake- 
speare in Love, bears striking similarities to a work writ- 
ten in 1941 by Caiyl Brahms and SJ Simon, called No Bed 
for Bacon. It has been admitted that Mr Stoppard knew 
about this obscure book. His friend Ned Sherrin says: “Tbm 
certainly was aware of it There are some similarities 
between the two. Tbm has certainly made his version soar” 
And this, surety, is the point 
Many accusations of plagiarism have been made by 
those who, ripped off or not have watched what they regard 
as someone else’s version of their work “soar”. Two Aus- 
tralian playwrights, Andrew McCarten and Stephen Sin- 


clair, attempted unsuccessfully, to sue the makers of The 
Full Monty for stealing their idea. Marks & Spencer has 
been accused of lifting haute couture designs and ren- 
dering them into similar but affordable garments. An artist 
has claimed that the memorable series of advertisements 
for the Volkswagen Golf, featuring ordinary people hold- 
ing up amusingly contradictory placards, had been ripped 
dff from her project The Spice Girls used the tune of “It's 
Just Begun” by the Jimmy Castor Bunch for their enjoy- 
able track “U Can't Dance”. 

Leaving aside the merits of these cases, we should 
reflect on what the world would be like without plagiarism 
Indeed, the first literary reference to Shakespeare was as 
a plagiarist; CoridUmus, for one, drew inspiration from 
Ptutarch’s Lives. Today, much pop music would be in jeop- 
ardy. When it was suggested to Brahms that parts of his 
First Symphony sounded like Beethoven, be said “any ass 
knows that”. And, to borrow a phrase, any ass knows that 
it takes the talented “plagiarist” to make originality soar. 


We encourage the mediocre, 
the mendacious and the cowardly 
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ALL RIGHT, team. The match has 
been played; we've got the result Let’s 
all have a idee shower and then sit 
down and discuss what we've learned 
from the Hoddle debacle. Do we per- 
haps agree with Maigaret Hodge, min- 
ister for the disabled, when she says 
(as she did on Tuesday's Newsmghf) 
that the demise of the England man- 
ag er represents a “watershed” in the 
public discussion of disability? She 
had. she said, been hying for months 
to get a debate going on the subject, 
and now there was one. 

Well that’s good, isn’t it? Not that 
Margaret herself had ever called for 
Hoddle to gp. Oh dean no. As she told 

Jeremy Raxman, that was all strietty 

a matter for the FA. She had merely 
offered the opinion that it was “inap- 
propriate” Unit someone expressing 
the views that Hoddle had expressed 
should hold the office of. say. England 

TOoager The FA, as it turned out, had 
agreed. And in saying this she had 
been in tune with a public opinion that 
was overwhelmingly offended by 
Hoddle’s remarks. Polls, she revealed, 
had said so. 

Reeders will make what they wfli 
of Ms Hodge’s strange reluctance to 
accept part of the credit for Hoddle’s 
departure, but they should be careful 
with her polling evidence. The only 
polls that I can discover on this sub- 
ject were those phone polls (where 
self-selecting readers phone in) car- 
ried out by ITteSan, The Express, and 
The Guardian on its Internet site. 
These are not usually tited by minis- 
ters when making careful evaluation 
of public opinion, 

ButifMk Hodge had not been after 


the head of Hod, what about the 
Nationwide Bdkfing Society? The 
Nationwide has sponsored the FA to 
the tune of £15m so fee Mike Lazen- 
by. the society's marketing manager; 
told newspapers on Tuesday: “The 
England boss has a duty to ensure his 
views do not have a damagin g imp a ct 
on the FA, England players, or spon- 
sors. That was what we felt had hap- 
pened in the situation^ We have made 
it dear that we are not prepared to 
accept anything that brings the 
Nationwide name into disrepute." 

Why had Nationwide “made it 
dear” to the FA? Because, said Mr 
Lazenby “a number of our members 

were distressed by the reported com- 
ments”. Now as it happens, I am both 
a borrower and a lender with Nation- 
wide, and I do not remember being 
can vassed for my views on fee Hoddle 

situation by Mr Lasenby. Perhaps he 
can supply us with the details of 
those who did. And then again, per- 
haps he can’t 

The FA itself a model of fairness 
and rectitude, had taken no notice of 
afl this. It had. according to its own ac- 
count spent from Saturday through 
to Ttiesday listening to Hoddle's ex- 
planation. but Anally concluded that 
his position had “become untenable". 
But on^ TUesday night on Radio 5 Live, 
the BBC’s sports correspondent and 
presenter, Brian Alexander, let slip 
that as early as Sunday afternoon sev- 
eral sports journalists had been 
briefed that Hoddle was to be sacked. 

This is beginning to sound like a 
modern witch hunt anatomised: the 
press, tee minister the moneybags 
and tee employer There ^ will be Amer- 



DAVID 

Aaronovttch 

The issue of disabilities 
looks more like an 
excuse for dismissing 
Hoddle than the reason 


icans, who lived through the black- 
listing period, who will recognise how 
all these forces can combine to rob a 
man of his living 

Hoddle was not a Communist. His 
offence was to give offence. The wrath 
of everyone in this country who is reg- 
istered disabled was called down 
upon his head. Most of the disabilities 
groups said that he should go because 
He had insulted the people on whose 
behalf they work. They had, it is true, 
discovered the extent of this offence 
remarkably quickly (my fether-in-iaw 
missed the phone call), but were all 
the more indignant for that 
The trouble with offence is that it 
is subjective. Tb give it, someone has 
to take it Salman Rushdie has lived 
for years under a death threat for writ- 
ing things about Islam that, had he 
written them about Anglicanism, 


might have earned turn a tedious 
correspondence with a slightly re- 
proving bishop. likewise, women sig- 
nally failed to take proper offence 
when ministers in the previous gov- 
ernment — John Gummear and Ann 
Widdecombe - publicly opposed the 
ordination of women, on the basis that 
they were not scripturalty equal No 
one, I recall, suggested that those min- 
isters should be fired for this. 

And some disabled people seem 
more indinied to take than oth- 

ers. Trial’s bardty surprising, as there 
are an awful lot of them and -despite 
the way they are lumped together by 
journalists and politicians - their sit- 
uations differ markedly. Neverthe- 
less, the conventional wisdom, as it 
floated about the airwaves this week, 
was that Hoddle had done tirreparabie 
damage” to those with disabilities. 

But in Wednesday’s Ibnes a mem- 
ber of tee executive council of Scope 
- one of the organisations most crit- 
ical of Hoddle - concluded his letter 
with the sentence, “you can forgive a 
man for being a fool if England are 
beating the world at football”. In 
other words, had we won the World 
Cup last summer the “offence” caused 
would have been less, and the “dam- 
age” done would have been re- 
pairable. If that’s the case, then the 
issue of disabilities looks more like a 
convenient excuse for dismissing 
Hoddle, rather than the reason. 

Let me draw your attention to 
something interesting that happened 
in Whshingfon DC last week The dir- 
ector of the District of Columbia’s 
Office of Public Advocate, David 
Howard, was forced to resign because, 


Eke Hoddle, he had caused offence. On 
15 January, Mr Howard, a white man, 
had been discussing a budget with two 
aides and told them, apparently, that 
“I win have to be niggardly with this 
fund, because it’s not going to be a lot 
of money.” One ride then stormed out 
of Mr Howard’s office, and pretty 
soon rumours of racism in City Hall 
were sweeping DC. 

The complaining phone calls 
started to flood in. Tten days later 
Howard resigned. The mayor; Anthony 
Williams, pronounced Howard’s res- 
ignation “appropriate" (that word 

fl fflin) aAtmg ( haf o fficials shnriH “me. 
erase the utmost judgement, discre- 
tion, and caution” in their choice of 
words. He told The Tfa&hmgton Times 
that everyone must avoid words that 
could sound offensive to someone 
else. “Chink m tee armour” he loosed. 
“I wouldn’t say that now.” 

I hardly need add that the word 
“niggardly" has nothing to do with 
race. It means “miserly” and probably 
comes from a Norse word, hnoggr, 
meaning “to scrape”. That wasn’t the 
point The point was that it caused of- 
fence whatever it meant And since it 
had caused offence to people inclined 
to be offended, Howard had to go. 

The warning is there. You will for- 
give me, then, for thinking teat if the 
Hoddle case is a watershed, it isrft one 
for the disabled. I do not believe it win 
alter their many situations one iota. 
No, it is, rather, an encouragement of 
tee mediocre, the ever-careful, the 
anodyne, the mendacious, tee riders 
of bandwagons, the slippery and the 
cowardly. No wonder Margaret Hodge 
was so pleased. 


Q UOTE OF THE DAY 


“Some men really like to be married; it’s all the same to me. 
it changes nothing. But it’s a good excuse for a party.” 
Juliette Greco, 

French actor 


THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 


“One shouldn’t talk of halters in 
the hanged man’s house.” 
Miguel de Cervantes, 
Spanish novelist 
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WESTERN NATIONS, to a large 
e* eat. should take respons- 
ibility for the escalating crisis 
in the Yugoslav province. In the 
current world order; a trouble- 
maker cannot be a good police- 
man too. With the ultimatum 
from tee West, the Balkans, 
known as “Europe's powder 
keg”, are once again facing 
wan However, Washington has 
been put into an awkward 
situation after its military 
action in Iraq solved nothing. 
Therefore, it is high time for 


Nato to learn some lessons 
from the US failure and come 
to realise the simple truth: 
military force cannot save 
Kosovo. 

China Daily 


MONITOR 


THE LEADER of the Serbs 
remains prideful and defiant 
but to make the wrong step 
here could be suicidal. Beyond 
Nato’s air power; which in- 
dudes US squadrons, Nato 
troops would probably be 
committed to action as needed 


ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 
International comment on the Kosovan 
peace talks due to be held this weekend 


that there is a need to use force 
when all other means' have 
foiled. This power should not be 
used lightly but in this case, a 
failure to act will only prolong 
the indignities and the 
suffering. 

Japan Times 


The crisis Is coming to a head. 
If Mr Milosevic fails to com- 
prehend what faces his regime, 
he realty 1ms only himself to 
blame for the damage 
Los Angeles Times 


NATO HAS the ability to force 
the parties to the table. Sadly 
it must be prepared to do just 
that if necessa r y. Even Kofi 
Annan, the United Nations 
Secretary General concedes 


UNLESS A new agreement with 
teeth in it is reached soon, the 
killing will intensity in the 
spring when conditions be- 
come more favorable for troop 
movements. Such an agree- 


ment must mate provision for 
armed peacekeepers in Kos- 
ovo, including American 
troops. Ending the slaughter 
should be reason enough, but 
there is a more compelling ar- 
gument for American involve- 
ment The situation in Kosovo 
must not be allowed to spin out 
of control for that could set off 
a phain rqqrtinn irf natiniial and 
ethnic strife in Southern Eur- 
ope that would have perilous 
global repercussions. 

Texas Star-Chronicle 


Tigers suffer horribly ai Vie hands of poachers The illegal ugor-bono 
industry for Chinese medicines could push the liger to extinction. Adopting 
Sheba, who was orphaned when poachers killed her mother, win help us to 
help her and fund tiger protection projects worldwide. 


For just £14.95 you II receive a gift pack including 1 . 

• a personalised certificate • a colour photo of Sheba • a history of 
Sheba's background * a tiger fact sheet • an exclusive T-shirt 

• a progress report after six months 
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THE THURSDAY REVIEW 

The Independent 4 February 1999 


Pandora 


Why do we allow this grisly mutilation? 


Which national j 
newspaper... t 
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THE ADVERTISEMENT for 
The Express on the back 
cover of the current issue of 
Private Eye makes a range of 
proud boasts (see above). 
While Pandora supports the 
Plain English Campaign, she 
was surprised to see the 
mispunctuation of the tvord 
"it's" and the misspelt 
Geoffrey. “It was a hideous 
typographical error,” says the 
Express deputy editor. Chris 
Blackhurst, “but it certainly 
wasn't at this end." While 
senior executives rush full 
speed ahead to find the 
culprit, Blackhurst admits: 
"Unfortunately, mistakes do 
happen." 


SIR PAUL McCartney has 
given permission for a 
biography of the late Linda 
McCartney to be published 
in November in Britain by 
Little. Brown. Danny Field 
is the man who will pen the 
work. He met the then 
Linda Eastman in 1966 
while she was in New York 
photographing the Rolling 
Stones. Sir Pfaul has not yet 
agreed to be interviewed for 
the book. “It was never a 
precondition that I had to 
show it to him before it’s 
done. And I don’t think 
there will be a need to show 
it to him." says Field. 
Resides, after all the fuss 
the former Beatlc made 
about radio stations 
banning Linda’s last 
song, “The Light 
Comes From 
Within", censorship 
would surely be 
the last thing on 
iVIacca's mind. 


THERE WAS a 
distinct smell of T- 
New Labour in the , 
airattheiOth 
anniversary 
dinner for the 
One World m; 

Action charity on T 
Tuesday night * 

The charily, 
which has 
influenced 
Labour’s 
international 
policy, attracted 
among others, 

Richard 
Attenborough. 

Cherie Blair 
(pictured i. Ben Elton. 
Ben Kingsley. Glenys 
and Neil Kuinock. 

Kathy Lette and 
Geoffrey Robertson 
QC. A speech from the 
founder member Sir 
Sigmuud Sternberg 
raised Pandora's 
eyebrows when he 
lamented that so many 
important Issues ait? 
"reduced to the size of 
u soundbite". Surely, 


New Labour were the 
architects of this method? 
Never mind. He made it up to 
the Blairs by wishing them 
“happily established in 
Number 10 long after they 
qualify for their bus passes!” 
A blushing Cherie told 
Pandora: “I think that would 
be very’ tiring.” 


URI G ELLER is in good 
spirits this week. The last 
time he hit the headlines 
was when the former 
England coach. Glenn 
Hoddle, publicly' denied that 
he and tbe faith healer 
Eileen Drewery had visited 
tbe Israeli spoon-bender’s 
home last summer. “He sat 
in my living-room, with my 
wife and children, and then 
denied it.” Uri told Pandora. 
“It was terrible for my son, 
who then was teased at 
school because the other 
children thought that he 
had been lying” While 
Geller would not speculate 
on who he thought should 
take over from Hoddle. he 
was happy to discuss a 
book, Uri Geller, Magician or 
Mystic, penned by journalist 
Jonathan Margo lis. The 
Chinese rights have just 
been sold. “J have never 
been to China, but I’m 
looking forward to going,” 
he said. But what will he 
bend if be gets interviewed 
there? A wooden cbopstick? 


THE CHESTERFIELD hotel in 
Mayfair has just introduced 
five themed bedrooms. One is 
dedicated to the symphony 
orchestra; another has a 
jungle theme, presumably for 
those who enjoy a tittle 
rumble in the jungle; but 
Pandora's favourite is the one 
dedicated to the theatre, 
which has a piece of fabric, 
over the bed which was 
once part of the curtain of 
tbe Theatre Royal. Drury 
Lane. Couples will be 
invited to bring the 
curtain down on their own 
performances. 


)ORA HAS heard 
ople not being 
ed into trendy 
sandbars 
inse they are 
ring trainers, or 
n suits. But on 
sday night at 
rco Pierre 
kite’s Titanic 
staurant in 
radon, a pretty 
ling thing was 
?fused entry 
ecause she was 
mating some 
chocolate. “You 
can’t go in 
there eating 
that,” said the 
clipboard 
Nazi. “Marco 
doesn't like 
that kimftf 
thing.” 

Pandora can 
be contacted 
by e-mail: 
pandoras 
independent 
co uk 


UNTIL FOUR years ago, I worked 
part time as an adult education tutcr 
in Tower Hamlets. A large number 
of my students were Somali women 
refugees who spoke English but 
needed help to get into professional 
training. They were strong women 
who were clearly discovering the 
benefits of self-determination in 
their personal lives. They would tell 
stories about how wonderful their 
villages were, and the community 
spirit that sustained them. But at 
times they would also recount the 
terrors they had to live through -the 
wars, the famines and, worst of all, 
the genital mutilation that they had 
been forced to suffer when they were 
eight or nine years old. 

They had aJi been traumatised by 
this experience, and the few who 
defended the practice were the 
women who were afraid that with- 
out it they would sever an essential 
connection between themselves 
and their cultural roots. The rest 
were impatient with such excuses. 
Their men were beginning to resent 
tbe practice, too, parity because they 
were becoming aware, by having 
seen so many images of couples en- 
joying sex togetoer that this was im- 



YASMIN 

ALIBHAI-BROWN 

When women and girls 
are being physically 
brutalised, then cultural 
differences be damned 

possible with a partner who had 
been genitally disfigured. 

Yet female circumcision goes on 
here in Britain and in France, and 
the authorities choose to turn a btind 
qye because it is easier to do this 
than to get embroiled m battles over 
cultural rights and racism. Tfele- 
vision investigations have revealed 
that a couple of Harley Street doc- 
tors have been involved in the busi- 


ness. but more frequently tbe circ- 
umcision is carried out on girls by 
taking them home when they are too 
young to understand or protest 
2 will now describe what the 
worst kind of mutilation entails, 
and I apologise if it causes distress. 
I was shown wbai happens to the 
genital area by Khatoon, one of my 
former students, who is now study- 
ing at a new university. Where the 
inner labia and clitoris should be, 
was fiat, scarred, barren, tight, tor- 
tured stein. Khatoon sobbed as she 
told me how her mother and grand- 
mother held her down, singing her 
favourite songs, while two other 
women cut off the parts: 

“They tied up the hole with sharp 
sticks and thread. They left a small 
space for the blood of the woman for 
later on and I was left on the bed 
with fever for so many weeks. Going 
to the toilet was like helL" 

Intercourse is impossible, so the 
vagina has to be cut open on the 
wedding night A razor blade is 
used by the husband. Childbirth 
causes untold suffering and com- 
plications, and some doctors I once 
talked to at the London Hospital 
wanted to publicise this grisly 


information to try to affect the 
attitudes of the people concerned. 
It is all to do with the fear of female 
sexuality and pleasure. 

Tbe novelist Alice Walker and the 
British film-maker Prathiba Pannar 
have been campaigning for years to 
end this cruelty, which has tribal 
origins and pre-dates Christianity 
and Islam. These days, though, it is 
wrongly thought of as an Islamic 
custom because Islam is the main 
religion of the countries where fe- 
male mutilation is commonly found. 
Islam, as a matter of fact, emphas- 
ises the right of sexual satisfaction 
for women within marriage, and I 
have yet to find a mutilated woman 
who says she has a good time in bed. 

The good news is that yesterday 
a major trial began in France, where 
a woman from Mali, 52-year-old 
Hawa Greou, stands accused of the 
genital mutilation of 48 young girls. 
The parents of the girls have also 
been charged. Although, technically, 
genital mutilation has been against 
the law for 15 years in France, this 
is the first time that a case has been 
triggered by a victim’s complaint 
and it is the first time, too, that a 
female judge is presiding. 


The young woman who went to 
the police is now a law student 
Women tike her have the means to 
change things. Education, especially 
Western education, makes you 
question your own people, for bet- 
ter or worse, and learn about fund- 
amental freedoms and rights- tn 
Kenya recently such women have 
persuaded some village chiefs to 
organise circumcision ceremonies, 
but in purely symbolic ways, and this 
is banning tbe slow road to reform. 

Donor countries providing aid 
could impose tighter conditions on 
this issue. The problem in Britain is 
that there is a fear of intafering with 
“ethnic” cultures, and a reluctance 
to impose norms. 

In general this delicacy is no bad 
thing, as it shows a greater respect 
for pluralism than our culturally 
more arrogant French cousins. But 
when women and girls are being 
physically and emotionally brut- 
alised, denied the right of education 
and treated like objects, then cul- 
tural difference be damned, I say to 
the people in power 

Ftallow France. Do what is nec- 
essary; and what you would if these 
girls were white. 


Beware the wild rovers 
of Limerick and Lewisham 


THEY CAME right out of the tele- 
vision at you. The first sighting the 
nation had of tbe Norfolk TWelve was 
on Monday night’s Neios at 7fen. Two 
handsome blonde women headed for 
the camera in a determined, hys- 
terical totter. They were complain- 
ing loudly about their treatment, 
extending their arms to display the 
handcuff marks on their wrists, but 
were laughing as well They were foil 
of confidence, sass and self- 
righteousness. They sported un- 
kempt bouffant hairdos, black roots 
and hooped earrings. They had the 
look of girls who could handle a 
whole night on the grog, before 
breakfasting on roofing-nails. They 
bore down on the viewing public tike 
Celtic Valkyries, swooping towards 
the screen as if to give it a good kick- 
ing. You could feel the cameraman 
quake at their approach. They were 
magnificent 

Many viewers must have looked 
at them and thought “Let's see. 
Gatwick to Jamaica. That's seven or 
eight hours, minimum, in the com- 
pany of these ladies and their men, 
as they sang “The Wild Rover’ and 
'Kevin Barry', and drank and slum- 
bered, and argued and swore and in- 
vited other passengers to ‘step 
outside and say that'” 

And once the duty-free bottles and 
packets of courtesy peanuts started 
flying through the air where could 
you go? And if they decided they 
didn’t like the way you were gazing 
at their urchin beauty bow could you 
persuade them not to tear you limb 
from limb? 

Gradually the story unfolded. 
The 12 had paid £660 each for this 
week- tong holiday. As the Boeing 767, 
containing 325 passengers, hugged 
the eastern seaboard of the Amer- 
ican coast at 37,000 feet, six hours 
into the flight half the travellers 
were asleep, having consumed 
Homeric quantities of alcohol; 



JOHN 

Walsh 

Who are. these guys, the 
streel-haired wild bunch 
whose womenfolk are 
tougher than the men? 

others were enjoying “an old-fash- 
ioned Irish sing-song”, but seftty just 
softfy One of the party Mies Connor 
en route to the Lavatory was told by 
a black passenger. “Shirt you women 
up, shut you lady U P-” Connor had 
replied that the girls were only en- 
joying themselves. The Jamaican 
threw a glass of beer over Connor 
and, when another traveller got up 
to remonstrate, told both men that 
he’d slaughter them, once they hit 
Jamaica. The cabin staff tried their 
“normal calming techniques” and, 
half-an-hourlatec tbe Irish were told 
that the aircraft was being diverted 
to Virginia, where they were left 
stranded for two days, as their 
luggage went on to Montego Bay 
without them. 

The more we learnt about them, 
the more vivid they became. They 
were mostly members of an ex- 
tended family called Connor. Marty 
of them lived on a caravan site in a 
Lewisham carpark, at the seriously 
nasty end of south London. Fbur of 
the six women are sisters - Eliza- 
beth, Angela, Katrina and Priscilla 
ODriscolL Their family made its 


money by paring gardens and drive- 
ways, and could afford to run a 
£30,000 Toyota Landcruiser; as well 
as a less glamorous pick-up truck. 

The men were allergic to having 
their photographs taken. And some 
of them seemed dangerous to prop- 
erty, according to the proprietor of 
the caravan site’s local pub, the 
Royal Oak, from which members of 
the dan had been banned since June 
lastyear for allegedly ripping out the 
loos, dismemb ering the telephones 
and getting into fights. 

Who are these guys -this streel- 
haired wild bunch whose womenfolk 
are tougher than the men, where 
drinking, fighting and destroying 
property count as normal behaviour? 
Just as Alan Clark looked at the Eng- 
lish football hooligans marauding 
through the streets of Marseilles last 
year and saw the-' British martial 
spirit asserting itself against the old 
enemy so one can lookat the Trelre 
as a newish phenomenon: the com- 
bination of tbe Irish tinker and the 
south London desperado, forming a 
mongrel strain that’s stronger and 
more uncompromising than either. 

Tinkers are the guilty secret of 
modern Ireland. Though the press 
and more enlightened sectors of the 
community cati them “itinerants” or 
“the travelling community”, it’s by 
the name “tinkers” or “knackers” 
that the Republic’s 22,000 wander- 
ers are more usually known to Irish 
people. Once considered a pic- 
turesque addition to the Irish land- 
scape, with their shawls and 
henna-ed hair, their tin cans and old 
Gypsy caravans, they became 
increasingly marginalised figures in 
post-war Ireland. 

On the outskirts of Dublin. Cork, 
Limerick and Galway in the Seven- 
ties, you could always see a line of 
rusting mobile homes on the grass 
verge, with a couple of horses, some 
phenomenally dirty children playing 









Elizabeth O’Driscoll, furious at being thrown offa plane PA 


ball -and a local housewife scrub- 
bing her front path with Jeyes Fluid, 
for fear the children might cross it 

They were the apotheosis of the 
wandering Gypsy rover (though 
they hate being called Gypsies) but 
they were capable of spectacular vio- 
lence. It came with the culture. At 
a tinker funeral in Bafiymote, Co 
Sligo, in March last yean warring 
traveller families turned up with 
shotguns, slash-hooks, machetes, 
bayonets and hurley sticks in the 
boot of their cars, and police avoid- 
ed a bloodbath only by confiscating 
200 weapons. A Fine Gael county 
councillor called John Flannery 
called tbe travelling community 
“dogs” and suggested that they 
should be branded or fitted with tags. 

The travellers call in vain for anti- 
racist legislation; they ask to be 
granted a separate ethnic identity 
and allowed to live in peace with tbe 
settled community In the meantime 
they're vilified as violent trouble- 
makers and endlessly blanked from 
the national consciousness, or 


moved on. No wonder they should 
wish to head for England, where the 
worst that can happen is that they’ll 
be identified by the American phrase 

“trailer trash”. 

This is the strain from which the 
Norfolk Twelve appear to have 
come: a culture of drink, poverty 
inbreeding, illiteracy, ill-health and 
the expectation of violence. In 
Lewisham and Groydon - the homes 
of the Connors, O'Driscalls, Coopers, 
Cqyfes and tbe rest of the tribe- they 
have made a better life for them- 
selves; enough, certainty to pay for 
what a tabloid jealously called a 
“winter sunshine trip”. 

They may lire outside the normal 
forms of society outside the com- 
munity of mortgage-payers and one 
jump ahead of the Inland Revenue, 
but their experience of the south 
London air has evidently made 
them stronger richer and more 
vibrant with attitude than the 
majority of their metropolitan neigh- 
bours. Just remember not to stick 
around when they start singing 


THE INDEPENDENT] Speaking up for stubborn England 


The Multi Band FM, MW, 
SW Ten Band World Radio 
- just £1850 inc p&p 

Thi- Liiinp.K'i mnifcl 
' nK'j'.iinii^ i Mil} 

I-L-ir. \ ” .'’till t4 . \ 

'"iIum'isIm slmit 

w.lvc M.'kciinii' V, ^S. 

| ulnchinuHr }>mi h> 

nun; iiun'ncrM.M', “ ‘ f ~ ~ ^ V * ^ 

! hfHjdiM'K JYflofc* j : V. ; • _B - IT 

Mr home or In -■3 ' 

, wlv»i}”u v.iii 'i •. : '"•.•"I J<- W- • v jj-*- 

iniot'rnjd«.J>i, :n • ' V 

the world's major ; jjf 

«:iiie«- Very u-cfjt — - a -— “ 1 ** *"" 

fur t’li: 'fn'riin^ 

Oii'rtl:; well a« 
uivhtncu*j* il 

happen » W lion hi ik j! htnitf y-’J tmiu hi t>- :l,j *A i-rlJ siitl haw 

fly twitfisf nt FM amt MW <iv ynur UK OjvnKKT" 

nidi 1 VA Kuicries turn ,uprtk.i!i :fn? r.idi’i ha< Ac *vrwit ;■! a DC iaJ. 
alUut irv; njvr.ilimi I'tisii ,up[iy iv" erjji un Oi.i’itai: 
tone, our World fl.mil radio has all the benefit ihj! j-hj ttujIJ ..-vitiate 
w ith la rj or .mJ nivrovxpcnxhc nidi.’-. 7*io k-i’uro- icoiuu. 1 u l'.-_d?rvni 
tivkci fur pru.iro ltxtenuio..-r .:criil. :jrr n*: %iwp. VHF 

LvJ luniii 1 ; mdv.-.ior jnd DX local vr.rtcli. Tiw > .'her-'- cover a 

Mnoe »>! 5 U. »S.1‘1 MH/.Vui cji. purchase a utmoJ i:\jsr.. atLipIi r 
lor inur raJiu lor iuxt with xeuiiiox wbkh w ill ctUtKc you ;o 
•’fvr.itc other huttcry powered item’ pi>« hied ika ;h.} .v - -* j DC .wvLrt. 
Tile World Band radio i» a ,nip at only i. IS5 1 including pJcp. 


now to oriikji r.« ix w-.iA.uMid}’ 

Fill m Ith- .”uprm dirJ '«iJ (occttur « itfa 
,'* s 4;*jirr iv wiifT-i. NO CASH pWase 
I ■ -THE INDEPENDENT WORLD 
»> iND R XUH'i OFFER . y* Oikw.. RnaJ. 
S* <irlv.nd on Sen. SSI JNL 
r'iB ii.isAnuKfirKs. PLf.va rwiM 
i|T« 377*22 

W . iW n m flu; l 'K ■«nl» 

IV i V jII.'v. i.p V Alt . 1. 1- diTlivcrx horn 
■A^-III vnVr, Kcilirn i ,lhm " Jj>~ W 
n-liiid .1 iki ompt.ifh jii'/W-J •Tiler 
u- j* .idat’ib’} 

r 1 

n.^.0 ^rJ ir.c World Band 1 

Rdi!u\ . * LIS Vi eadi ,rv: piip I 

Pli'-eH -vnJ me | 

F.Sli-Ahini'plrp I 

I J iW wil cheitite lot £ I 

■ oJAr.-' hid, i nuifc po-iMr hr | 

hnJL-Tiihl,- 1 Nen il’Ki Lid IND’^ 1 j 

• w J.-t'il :«» Amu/l'iu jevmnJ b> 1 

’•i" jn»«-r| Mi vjnJ nunivr i.- , 


Vradi.. THE INDEPENDENT WORLD 
b \SP R.U)10i3FrER. 5* Qwrn Ri'jd. 
N»Aa.-ii; or S’U.E.c’ SSI INL. 

we h.1 «}r Hu fl 

sror. WTri-VU'OrtpseP 
'LJ.no toTMwr- «Tr*rt^ 

lui 


£ DEVOLUTION WILL rad- 
icalty alter the role of 

Westminster, by intro- 
ducing the spirit of fed- 
eralism into its deliberations. 
Hitherto, this spirit has been 
absent from Westminster; with 
the de minimis exception of 
Northern Ireland between 1921 
and 1972. With this exception, 
there has been no element of 
federalism in a House of Com- 
mons in which every MP was 
responsible for scrutinising 
both the domestic and the non- 
domestic affairs of every part 
of the UK. 

After devolution, by con- 
trast. MPs will normally play no 
role at ah at Westminster in 
legislating for the domestic 
affairs of Northern Ireland or 
Scotland, or in scrutinising 
secondary legislation for 
Wales. Only with respect to 
England will MPs continue to 
enjoy the power which, until 
now, they have enjoyed for the 
whole of the United Kingdom. 

Thus Westminster, from 
being a parliament for both the 
domestic and non-domestic 
affairs of the whole of the UK, 
will be transformed into a 
parliament for England, a 
primary legislation parliament 
for Wales and a federal parl- 


iament for Northern Ireland 
and Scotland. 

This kind of asymmetrical 
federalism is sometimes 
thought of as anomalous. It 
would be wrong, it is some- 
times suggested, for Scottish 
MPs, after devolution, to be 
able to vote on English dom- 
estic affairs, when English 
MPS will no longer be able to 
vote on Scottish domestic af- 
fairs. This, of course, is the not- 
orious West Lothian question. 

I have to confess that I hare 
never been able to appreciate 
the force of this question. Fbr 
English MPs have never 
shown much interest in Scot- 
tish domestic affairs. Even 
under the pre-devolution ar- 
rangements, Scottish legis- 
lation remained largely the 
concern of Scottish MPs. 

What the West Lothian 
question does do. however; is to 
draw attention to the fact that 
devolution is turning Britain 
from a unitary state into a 
quasi-federal state, with West- 
minster becoming the quasi- 
federal parliament of that 
quasi-federal state. 

The prime reason why the 
new constitution is asymmet- 
ric is that the devolution legis- 
lation does not propose any 



PODIUM 

VERNON 
BOGDANOR 
From the David Hume 
Lecture delivered in 
Edinburgh by the 
professor of politics at 
Oxford University 

alteration in the arrangements 
by which England is governed. 

There may at first sight, 
seem to be no reason why de- 
volution to Scotland and Wales 
should have any consequences 
for England at alL Devolution, 
after all, involves the transfer 
of power only over Scottish 
and Welsh domestic matters, 
and the legislation provides 
that the central instruments of 
economic management, to- 


gether with all major econ- 
omic and industrial powers, re- 
main with Westminster. 
Moreover the Government win 
continue to be responsible for 
the nationwide allocation of 
resources on the basis of need. 
Devolution, then, appears 
restricted to those matters 
that primarily affect those 
living in Scotland and Wales 
and which can be adminis- 
tered separately 

Devolution, however; will 
accentuate an already existing 
constitutional imbalance in 
favour of Scotland and Wales. 
They already have their own 
secretaries of state; they are 
over-represented in the 
House of Commons; and there 
is a good case tor arguing that 
Scotland, although not Wales, 
benefits more from public 
spending than those English 
regions whose GDP per head 
is lower. After devolution, 
Scotland and Wales will have 
control over local government 
spending on devolved ser- 
vices and very possibly a 
greater opportunity of putting 
their case directly to the Eu- 
ropean Union. 

In his poem “The Secret 
People" GK Chesterton wrote: 
“Smile at us, pay us, pass us. 


but do not quite forget; for we 
are the people of England that 
have never spoken yet" Eng- 
land has not yet spoken 
because, constitutionally, Eng- 
land does not exist There has 
been no English Parliament 
since 1536. There is no English 
Office comparable to the Scot- 
tish, Welsh or Northern Ireland 
offices, tbe “Engfish** ministers 
being so only because their 
non-English functions have 
been hived off. 

England has long been tbe 
stumbUng-bkick for supporters 
of devolution. Fbr England, 
since the time of the Union with 
Scotland in 1707, has resisted in- 
tegration, while remaining un- 
sympathetic to federalism. It is 
the supposedly unified and ho- 
mogeneous nature of England 
which has, in large part been tv 
responsible for that preserve- 
tion of the unitary state. 

There can, indeed, be no 
justification for requiring Eng- 
land to accept devolution 
against her wishes just be- 
cause there has been devolu- 
tion to Scotland and Wales. To 
force devolution upon Eng- 
land, far from assuaging 
resentment against 
Scotland and Wales, j 
could well intensify it f 
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Imre Karacs 

Their performance is 
certainly no way to run 
a government, but full 
marks for entertainment 


FOR YEARS, Bonn’s press corps, 
bored rigid like the rest of Gennan* 
would muse about the possibilities 
of life after Helmut Kohl. “Imagine 
a Red-Green government,” some 
fenny man would say, “led by 
Scbrtden and including Lafontaine 
and Joschka Fischer Ha-ha.” 

Well, a hundred days have 
elapsed since this unlikely troika 
stepped into the reins, and we are 
still laughing It would be unkfwri to 
suggest that we were privileged to 
witness a cock-up on every one of 
those days. This is, after all, Ger- 
many, where not even politi cians 
work at weekends. But those aut- 
umn weeks when tax thresholds and 
ce i lings were constantly Yo-Yo -in g 
up and down are unforgettable. 
The now-we-shut-them-now-we- 
dotft discussion about the fate of 
nudear power plants wffl remain far 
ever etched on our memory. And 
long may Oskar Lafbntaine’s self- 
destructive maraudings through 
Europe be remembered? 

Perhaps it was unfair to expect 
some basic measure erf competence 
from a party, the Social Democrats, 
that had been watching Mr Kohl _ 
from the sidelines for 16 years. 
And maybe their partners, the 
Greens, were entitled to a period of 
grace in which to lose their inno- 
cence. But it had always been said 
of the German political system that 
its federalist structure prevented 
greenhorns from readring the sum- 
mit in too indecent a haste. 

Geritard Schroder had two terms 
as Prime Minister of Lower Saxony 
- the first in the company of the 
Greens - “to learn the ropes of gov- 
ernment 1 '. Mr Lafontaine had been 
running the, admittedly pipsqueak, 
region of Saarland longer than any- 
one can remember The Greens had 
also served in Land governments. 
Ifet the missive that landed closest 
to the target in this week’s re- 
morseless shower of opprobrium 
was the word “dilettantes'’. 

That is not to say they have 
achieved nothing. Within days of tak- 
ing over; the new government re- 
versed the only two reforms that the 
Kohl administration had managed 
to push through in its twilight term. 
Back went sick pay and child bene- 
fits to their origiiial level, just as Mr 
Schroder had promised to the elect- 
orate. Social justice was deemed to 
have been restored. 



Jack 

ASHLEY 




Gerhard Schroder celebrates his election victory last year. He would subsequently be accused of ‘style over substance’ 


The other side of the economic 
equation - creating conditions in 
which businesses can prosper-will 
be taken care of by Mr Lafontaine. 
Or so we are told. Judging by the 
diligence with which the Finance 
Minister is pointing the finger at 
others -evil banks that set interest 
rates at a whopping 3 per cent, un- 
fairly low taxes in other European 
countries -Mr Lafontaine is already 
convinced thathismethodswfflfafl. 

But wait, there is the “Jobs Pact”, 
an arrangement involving the 
unions and employers. The idea is 
that they all get together around 
Chancellor Schroder's kitchen 
tahle, and thrash out a deal on wage 
rises, overtime and staffing Levels, 
sweetened with a little tax break 
here and there. Everyone goes 
borne happy unemployment foils, 
the government gets re-elected. 

It could work. This is the way 
Germany has been run since the 
wax; and the country has not done 
all that badly. If anyone can pull it 
ofi, it is Chancdlar SchrOder: friend 
of lug business, superb deal-makei; 
an expert at smoothing over ruffled 
feathers, or knocking heads to- 
gether when that’s required. But 
surety this will not bring unem- 


ployment down by 1 million, a tar- 
get Mr Lafontaine had set his gov- 
ernment in an unguarded moment 
Ebr that would also need a com- 
prehensive reform of the welfare 
state, making German labour af- 
fordable a gain. No such plan exists 
in Mr Lafontairte’s drawee 

This could be another example 
of “style over substance”, a charge 
levelled against Mr Schroder wife 
monotonous regularity. It is “styl- 
ish”, for instance, when the cabinet 
assembles in Berlin, as it did yes- 
terday There bz» strong reason for 
it except that it looks good, mark- 
fog the Chancellor out as aman who 
cannot wait for the dawn of the 
“Berlin Republic”- The move from 
Bonn to Berlin, due to take place 
after the summer, is Mr Schroder’s 
Millennium Dome: potent symbol of 
his modernity an official decree that 
henceforth all must have fun. 
“Berfin” in his vocabulary stands far 
youth, urbanity raw energy and tol- 
eraiice. to other words the very anti- 
thesis of the old order hallmarked 
by the geriatric ward of Bonn. 

Surprisingly though, behind this 
stydsticedEficelurksagreatdealof 
substance. Before Bonn empties in 
the summer; the Bundestag is set 


to consign to the dustbin of history 
the 1913 nationality law designed for 
Aryans. Up to 4 million “fordgners” 
will get German citizenship and the 
many rights that come with it The 
myth of the homogeneous German 
nation will be broken; Germans 
will be confronted with the multi- 
culturalism of their society. If the 
SchrOder government were to do 
nothing else, this reform alone 
would be a huge achievement 
But there will be others. Re- 
gardless of all the Red-Green ding- 
dongs, the government of Europe's 
richest country has taken a big 
stride towards dosing its nudear 
power plants. The phase-out will 
proceed at a snail’s pace, and there - 
wifi always be a possibility that the 
next government will reverse every- 
thing. But the consensus against 
nudear power is hardening, and 
German governments do not swim 
against the tide. One distant day, 
Germany's Greens may be able to 
point to this period as their finest; 
the moment when the global nuc- 
lear economy began to unravel 
There is also a chance, however ' 
remote, of a breakthrough on the 
foreign front Mr Schroder cares 
little about Europe, and spends 


few sleepless nights worrying about 
the pace of EU expansion. He ap- 
proaches the negotfotingtaWe with- 
out adopting the humble posture of 
his predecessors. But his business- 
like manner may be exactly what 
the squabbling band of European 
leaders needs at this moment Mr 
Schroder is demanding a cut in Ger- 
many’s patently unfair contribu- 
tions. He will settle for considerably 
less than what he appears to be 
holding out for in exchange for the 
long-awaited reform of the EU bud- 
get And he wants all this complet- 
ed by March, half-way through the 
German presidency of the EU. 

But striking deals in Europe is 
child’s play in comparison with the 
task of reaching a decision in the 
German cabinet Since day one, the 
question of who runs Germany has 
remained pertinent Mr Lafontaine, 
Finance Minister and Chairman of 
the Social Democratic party thinks 
he does. Joschka Fischer leader of 
the Greens and Foreign Minister, 
believes he is in charge of foreign 
policy - except the European bits 

which Mr Lafo ntain e h« s s tofan. Tri 

complicate matters, JQrgen THttm, 
the Green Environment Minis ter 
labours under the illusion that he is 


Michael ProbsUPA 


responsible for nuclear power. 

The person who realty runs Ger- 
many is Bodo Horabach, the Chan- 
cellor's trusted troubleshooter, 
“New Centre" - aka “Third Way" - 
ideologue, and spm-meistec. With 
Mr Hombach’s help, the Chancel- 
lor has won every important policy 
dash so for. These days Mr La- 
fontaine only whispers about Euro- 
pean tax harmonisation into his 
pillow. Mr Fischer's talk about a 
“United States of Europe" is scal- 
ing new heights of abstraction. And 
lheotherd^MrTKttmprou%pro- 
claimed Ms humiliation over nuclear 
reprocessing as a triumph. 

As long as everyone understands 
his respective role, things will run 
smoothly Despite all the U-turns, 
many Germans think the govem- 
mentis doing a good job. fa the polls, 
both the Social Democrats and the 
Greens have moved slightly above 
their election result 

The trouble is. each of the big 
players has an audience of his own 
to satisfy; and sometimes they over- 
act Their collective performance is 
certainty not be the best way to run 
the government, but full marks for 
entertainment valu e. Guaranteed to 
make you weep. 


The peer and 
disabled rights 
campaigner responds 
to a leading article 
on Glenn Hoddle 

GLENN HUDDLE'S admission 
of serious error of judgement 
was overdue, but his dismissal 
had less to do with that than 
with the aggressive media 
campaign it provoked Never 
was so much righteous indig- 
nation expressed on behalf of 
disabled people. 

The end of Hoddle should 
be the beginning of a re- 
assessment of our tolerance. 
The concerted attack an him 
was because he was thought 
to have committed the card- 
inal sin of offending disabled 
people. Had tills always been 
the prevailing attitude, the 
lives of disabled people would 
have been immeasurably en- 
riched But offending disabled 
people has been one of the 
most persistent and despic- 
able aspects of our history. 

Although they are no longer 
put to death, as in early days, 
disabled people have not ex- 
actly been acclaimed in the 
last few hundred years. Pat- 
ronising them, disregarding 
their problems and generally 
ignoring them has been the 
norm. Now. suddenly, because 
of Hoddle's outburst they are 
inviolable and he was forced 
out - despite the practical 
help he had given them. 

The media campaign 
against Hoddle, based - ap- 
parently ~ on the sense of 
outrage on disabled people, 
was astonishing in its intensity 
Many of those who jumped on 
the bandwagon had never 
given a thought to disability, 
but they apparently became 
distraught at hearing Hoddle 
express his religious views. 

But where, in all this, are 
our values regarding the in- 
dividual and our tolerance of 
their behaviour? If, as we 
claim, we believe in the free- 
dom of speech, that freedom 
is of little value if It is confined 
to the expression of popular 
views. The real test is how we 
react when people express 
unpopular opinions - such as 
those articulated by Glenn 
Hoddle. 


Topless darts, clueless television 

| Live | Thursday Book 
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UVE TV is “available" in more than 2J5 
milli on homes, according to the cable 
station. But it is available in the same 
sense that staring at the wheels going 
around on your electricity meter is 
available as a leisure pursuit. Chns 
Home’s and Adam Nathan’s book 
makes it dear that, for entertain- 
ment value, the meter probably wins 
out over Live. 

With the departure of David Mont- 
gomery from Mirror Group, Live TV’s 
backers, the main protagonists in the 
. ato station’s story have gone. Kelvin 
1 “ M ac Kenrie to Talk Radio and Janet 
Street-Porter to her own production 
company while Montgomery, presum- 
ably, is looking for a new company to 
display his cost-cutting skills. 

It might, then, be asked: why write 
a book about a little-watched cable 
channel notorious more for its stunts 


LtVE TV: TELLYBRATS AND 
TOPLESS DARTS 

BY CHRIS HORRIE AND ADAM NATHAN. 
SIMON & SCHUSTER, El 8.99 


and poorly paid staff than for its im- 
pact on British viewers? Yfet this is 
much more than the story of tram- 
palming dwarfo and Norwegian babes 
presenting the weather By tradng the 
careers of the three main players, the 
authors attempt to toll the tale of 
British television over the last 20 
years - the way Horrie did with tabloid 
newspapers in Stick it Up Your 
Punter, his earlier book on The Sim. 

Horrie picks up where he left off 
there, his argument being that many 


of the same characters who ruined 
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Thursday Poem 

THE COMET 

(BLASCHETTE, APRIL 6, 1997) 

BY DUNCAN BUSH 

This week's high pressure hrings high April sky 

and dawn frosts, with our neighbour’s 

cherry orchard epithalamial with flower 

At night he lights votive paraffin smudge-pots 
while I stand outside to see Hale-Bopp, 
its misty tail of ice-particles and gases 

like a distant, stogie, backward-shining foglightbeam. 

Is looking at the night sky so long 

a form of thanks or prayer? Entering my second 

qumquagenary today, I stay out till . 
the lit room’s bleak, the TV dim, to nigbtvision 
after the intensity of starlight stared at years away 

Duncan Bush’s new collection, Midway;, is published at £7.95 by 
Seren, 7 Wyndham Street. Bridgend CFB1 1EF 


allowed to do likewise to British 
television. The book identifies a point 
in the early Eighties when many 
influential television types seemed to 
grasp the concept of “selling the 
sizzle, not the sausage" - to other 
words, style over substance. It ident- 
ifies Street-Porter as one of many ben- 
eficiaries of this move to content-free 
programming, charting her career 
back to her much-imitated “yoof” 
programmes, Netnoork 7 and Defn. 

The book wickedly explains what 
Live TV is for and why it is as bad as 
it is. Horrie and Nathan make it plain 
that it was never realty about viewers. 
Created because of the cable indus- 
try’s need to compete with Rupert 
Murdoch's BSkyB, the channel was to 
be fended not primarily by advertis- 
ing or viewers' subscriptions; instead, 
Mirror Group was to get 25p for every 
subscriber who signed up to a cable 
TV package, as a tend of payment for 
its newspapers to promote cable in the 
way The Sun supports Sky 

However things went wrong when 
a major cable company, which was 
supposed to join a consortium to tod 
against Sky for sports rights, decided 
instead to agn a deal to work with Slty 
hronediatetythelikelfooodofmillfons 
s igning up for cable disappeared. And 
so (fid the rationale for Live TV It has 
never realty had one since. 

The book rattles along, rendering 
the axi^rfex world of interaationaltde- 
vision deals with a sardonic and 
humorous eye. but it becomes really 
funny when the channel gets on am 



discount 
Home ' 


Norwegian weather girls were one of the stunts that typified Live TV 


The original live TV was Britain’sfirst 
completely vacuous television channel 
No one had any idea how to fill the air 
time, except that ft had to be “trendy" 
and “ha ppening " and appeal to “yoof". 
But even that rather Bmifced brief could 
not be fulfilled with the tiny budget 

The channel had few experienced 
personnel Instead, young, good-Ioob- 
rog wannabe stare -christened “telly- 
brats^ - were signed. The technology 
meant to give the station 24 hours of 
live output from parties and dubs 
never realty worked. Endlessly 
repeated vox pops and micro -celeb- 
rities filled the airwaves. Crews of 
inexperienced youngsters were sent 
into London’s West End to get into 
parties. They were often turned away 
but could not have transmitted anyway 
because the outside-broadcast trucks 
were the wrong kind. 

Presenters were reduced to filming 
themselves going shopping or doing 
the washing-up. Bad ad-fibbing and 
strange sex games which either did 
not work or (when they did) broke tele- 
vision regulations were stretched out 
to fin the hours. The few guests the 


channel could attract were self- 
publidstog weirdos who would have 
made Jerry Springer wince. It was 
supposed to be Hefto/ magazine on 
add, but it wasn’t even that good 

After five months MacKenzie, orig- 
inally supposed to oversee Mirror 
Group's sports TV business, asserted 
his power and Street-Porter walked 
out MacKenzie created the channel 
that is now famous - famous, but still 
rubbish. Stunts such as the News 
Bunny, the Norwegian weather 
presenters and topless darts gave the 
channel great name-recognition - but 
still few viewers. 

Home’s previous book on The Sun 
was more entertaining, parity because 
- despite live’s message about the 
future direction of TV -it is stOl noth- 
ing like as culturally important as 
MacKenzie's Sun. And not quite as 
fanny . The funniest anecdotes in this 
book are still those about the glory 
days of tabloid excess. But Live TV 
comes dose-as dose,^ we should hope, 
as British television will ever come to 
being truly tabloid. 

Paul McCann 


r- 'y. ' 
• • 

Vi,'*’" "? : '• : ■ .• » ■■ 

• •■•iv .'"•••••*•■ 



Insuring your home with CGU Direct could be j 
great way to save monej-. We offer a variety ot 
attractive discounts including up to 30*T off your 
contents insurance with our special no claims 
discount. For excellent value and comprehensive 
cover, call CGU Direct today. 


CGU Direct 


0800 121 004 

Quote ref: PRS68 


open 7 days a week, www* gu4afaco.uk 
Crfi may be manuxed o* rmvdtd (or you (NDiKnon. bi&j 


L«!iviI»Air*«iTtC 







6/OBITUARIES 
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Robin 

Nedwell 


AS DUNCAN Waring, one of the 
boozing and womanising medical 
students in the television situation 
comedy Doctor in the House. Robin 
Nedwell was catapulted to fame. He 
went on to play the doctor at war 
with the establishment in four 
sequels, as well as a stage play. For 
20 years, he was also seen regularly 
as the star of other television come- 
dies and he is remembered by his 
friends for his laugh and a natural 
talent for comedy. 

Born in Birmingham in 1946, 
Nedwell moved with his famil y at an 
early age to Cardiff and, at schooL 
was encouraged to become an actor. 
He joined the Welsh Theatre Com- 
pany, before training at the Central 
School of Speech and Drama in 
London, and gaining repertory 
theatre experience in Birmingham, 
Liverpool. Cheltenham, Bristol. 
Cardiff and Sheffield 

Nedwell 's became a well-known 
face almost overnight when he was 
cast in Doctor in the House U969i, 
alongside other medical students 
played by Barry Evans, George 
Layton. Martin Shaw, Simon Cuff 
and Geoffrey Davies, ail trying the 
patience of Professor Loftus (Ernest 
Clark). The ITV sitcom was launched 
after LWV s then head of comedy, 
Frank Muir, acquired the rights to 
adapt Richard Gordon's “Doctor" 
books, which had already been 
brought to the screen in feature films 
from the mid-Fifties onwards. 

The television series, with new 
staff and students, set at St Swith- 
in's teaching hospital, featured 
scripts by writers such as John 
Cleese, Graham Chapman, Graeme 
Gardea Bill Oddie and Barry' Cryen 
Although Nedwell did not appear in 
the sequel, Doctor at Large, he re- 
turned as Waring - now a senior 
houseman - in 42 episodes of Doc- 
tor in Charge U972>. with Sammie 
WinmiH playing his girlfriend. Nurse 
Sandra Crumpton, and Victor Platt 
and Mollie Sugden as his parents. 

Nedwell and Geoffrey Davies were 
next seen in Doctor at Sea (1974}, 
aboard a cruise liner, the Begonia. 
with Ernest Clark now playing Pro- 
fessor Loftus's brother; Captain Lof- 


tus. The team of writers for both of 
these series included Phil Redmond, 
who was later to create Grange Hill 
and Brookside. Nedwell and Davies 
were again the stars when Aus- 
tralian television revived the series 
as Doctor Down Under in 198Q. The 
BBC sought a further revival with 
Doctor at the Top (1991), featuring 
Nedwell as an NHS consultant pae- 
diatrician at St Swi thin's, now mar- 
ried with five children, as well as 
George Layton and Geoffrey Davies, 
but this ran for only seven episodes. 

Never has one situation comedy 


Doctor in the 
House became 
Doctor at Large, 
then Doctor in 
Charge. Never 
has one sitcom 
appeared in so 
many guises 


appeared in so many guises. But 
typecasting proved not to be a prob- 
lem and Nedwell found himself in 
demand for starring roles in other 
comedies. After his first appearance 
in Doctor in the House, he acted 
Roland, best friend of Geoffrey 
(Richard Beckinsale). in the writer 
Jack Rosenthal's warmly remem- 
bered series The Lovers (1970-71). 
He played Mike Upchat in The 
Upchat Connection (1978), Keith 
Waterhouse's sequel to The Upchat 
Line, which had starred John Alder- 
ton as an author known more for his 
chat-up fines than for his literary suc- 
cess. In the new series, Alderton's 
Upchat had raffled the key of his left- 
luggage locker at Marylebone sta- 
tion, London, and bequeathed his 
name and his address book to the 
winner Nedwell. 

Another series written by Water- 


The Right 


PATRICK CASEY, the former 
Roman Catholic Bishop of Brent- 
wood, could never remember the 
time when be did not want to be a 
priest During his 59 years in min- 
istry he retained the heart of a gen- 
tle caring priest he had a total lack 
of pomp and a self-deprecating, if 
mischievous, sense of humour. 

Casey became a bishop just after 
the Second Vatican Council, and be 
brought to the diocese an approach 
of unassuming authority, very much 
in the style of the Council. His ap- 
pointment as Bishop of Brentwood 
in November 1969 followed six years 
as the vicar general in the Archdio- 
cese of Westminster and four years 
as auxiliary Bishop of Westminster. 

He was one ot the first Catholic 
bishops in England to bo selected 
after consultation within the diocese. 
After the death of Casey's prede- 
cessor the Brentwood priests con- 
ducted a survey in an attempt to 
formulate the qualities needed in a 
bishop. The results of the survey 
were fairly predictable - a pastoral 
kindly and tiring candidate was 
sought. There were, of course, many 
other qualities required - in fact, 
every virtue had to be included and 



Canonised saint required 


every vice excluded. The only qual- 
ifier. as Casey commented when he 
read it over breakfast- was a canon- 
ised saint. 1 A few days later Rome an- 
nounced his appointment to the 
vacant see. 

Not many Brentwood priests 
knew much about their new bishop, 
but subtle - and otherwise - en- 
quiries from the brethren across the 
diocesan boundaries soon elicited 
the information that Patrick Casey 



Nedwell as Duncan Waring, the role that made his name in 1969 


LWT 


house. West End Idles (1981), 
starred Nedwell as Fiddler, who 
immersed himself in Soho life with 
his friends the Bishop (Garfield 
Morgan) and Chedde (Larry Mar- 
tyn), gathered at Ma’s Cafe, with 
Toni Palmer playing Ma. Hot on its 
heels, Nedwell played a pop musi- 
cian. Peter Higgins, giving new life 
to a village brass band, in Shilling- 
bury Tales (1981), a series that 
evolved out of Francis Essex's play 
The ShUlin^mry Blowers (1980). 
When the six-part series began, 
Peter Higgins was married to Sally 
(Diane Keen), daughter of Major 
Langtoo (Lionel Jeffries). Nedweti's 
next starring role on television was 
as Harry Lumsdon, a bakery work- 
er with a newly discovered IQ of 166, 
in The Climber (1983), a series 
written by Alex Sbearec 

Although he also played Mercu- 


tio in Romeo and Juliet and Rev- 
erend Green in Ckiedo on the small 
screen, most of Nedwell's subse- 
quent career was spent in the 
theatre. As well as touring Aus- 
tralia in Doctor in the House (1974) 
and Doctor in Love (1977), he ap- 
peared on stage with the Royal 
Shakespeare Company m The DetriZ 
is an Ass, The Ttaning qfthe Shrew 
and Richard m (all 1995-96), and 
in the West End in Brigadoon 
(Victoria Palace, 1989). 

He played Max DetweDer in a 
British tour of The Sound qf Music, 
a production that was also staged 
at Sadler’s Wells (1992). Nedwell 
proved his versatility on screen fay 
acting in Roman Polanski's film of 
Macbeth < 1971), working mostly on 
the sword-fight sequences in this 
particularly violent and bloodthirsty 
version of the Shakespearean 


tragedy. Fencing was a hobby of his 
and he taught it at drama schools. 

Nedwell was also seen in the film 
Stand Up Virgin Soldiers (1977), a 
sequel to the original big-screen ver- 
sion of Leslie Thomas’s best-selling 
novel abort British army recruits in 
Singapore, and the spoof television 
film The Zany Adventures qfRobm 
Hood (1983), starring George SegaL 
At the timeof his death, Nedwell had 
been due to appear in a forthcoming 
BBC children’s comedy-drama, as 
yet untitled. He was a dedicated fol- 
lower of Uanelti rugby chib and col- 
lected Japanese swords and prints. 

Anthony Hayward 

Robin NedweU, actor born Birm- 
ingham 27 September 1946; mar- 
ried 1982 Heather Inglis (one 
daughter); died Hedge End, 
Hampshire 1 February 1999. 


Rev Patrick Casey 


was a much-loved and greatly ap- 
preciated man. Indeed erf all the qual- 
ities for which Casey is remembered 
in the diocese by both dergy and lay 
people his kindness will be first Any- 
one who had to face any sort of cri- 
sis, trouble or difficulty would always 
have the bishop's compassion and 
assistance. His kindness was also 
practical as many individuals, par- 
ishes, societies and organisations 
could testify. 

On the day of his installation 
Casey announced that he would re- 
main bishop of the diocese for 10 
years. He meant what he said. In the 
autumn of 1979 he submitted his res- 
ignation to the Pope. This was 
recognised as an unprecedented 
but courageous decision. Casey stat- 
ed: “1 am confident that in the best 
interests of the diocese, of priests 
and people alike. I should make way 
for a younger and more rigorous 
bishop to lead you forward." 

Casey was bom in 1913 in Stoke 
Newington, north London, and ed- 
ucated at St Joseph's Parochial 
School Kings land. He began his 
studies for the priesthood at the 
Westminster diocesan seminary at 
St Edmund's College, Ware, in Hert- 


fordshire. In June 1939 he was 
ordained priest by Cardinal Kinsley. 

Casey’s first appointment was as 
Assistant West at St James’s, Span- 
ish Place, near Manchester Square 
in central London, where he stayed 
for over 20 years. In 1961 he became 
parish priest of Hendon. He was onfy 
there for two and a half years before 
being appointed Vicar General of the 
Westminster Archdiocese in 1963 
by the then Archbishop, Cardinal 
Heenan. The following year he be- 
came a Domestic Prelate and a 
Canon of Westminster Cathedral 
Casey had an excellent relationship 
with the priests of Westminster 
among whom he was universally 
popular. He also had a great 
friendship with Heenan. 

In 1966 Casey was consecrated 
bishop of the titular sec of Sular by 
Cardinal Heenan, and became one 
of the auxiliary Bishops of West- 
minster. After three years he became 
Bishop of Brentwood, following the 
retirement of Bishop Bernard WalL 
He maintained his close links with 
Westminster and it was as Bishop of 
Brentwood, one of the suffragan 
dioceses of the Westminster arch- 
diocese, that Casey was the princi- 


pal celebrant at the funeral of 
Cardinal Heenan in 1975. 

But it was the pastor in him that 
dominated. After his resignation as 
bishop in 1979, Casey again became 
parish priest, this time at Our Most 
Holy Redeemer and St Thomas 
More in Chelsea. He retired 10 years 
later to Leigh-on-Sea m the diocese 
of Brentwood. It brought him great 
joy to live next door to the focal church 
and continue to assist in parish life. 

BRIAN O'SHEA 

Patrick Joseph Casey, priest bom 
London 20 November 1913; ord- 
ained priest 1939; Assistant Priest, 
St James’s, Spanish Place 1939-61; 
Parish Priest of Hendon 1961-63; 
Vicar General of Westminster 
Archdiocese 1963-64; Domestic 
Prelate and Canon qfWestmmster 
Cathedral 1964-67, Provost 2967- 
79; Auxiliary Bishop qf Westmin- 
ster and Titular Bishop of Sufar 
2966-69; Bishop of Brentwood 
1969-79; Apostolic Administrator, 
Brentwood Diocese 1979-80; Parish 
Priest, Our Most Holy Redeemer 
and St Thomas More. Chelsea 
1980-89; died Leigh-on-Sea, Essex I 
26 January 1999. I 


Bob Auger 


IN THE modem recording industry 
the team divides into the producer, 
who deals with the performance, 
airt toe enginee; who deals with the 
micr ophone rig, the recording 
eq uipment and its operation, and the 

venue or studio. Bob Auger was one 
of the leading British recording en- 
gineers and a notable pioneer; both 
as a freelance, and for the practical 
application of successive technical 
developments, including stereo and 
digital recording. He leaves a dis- 
tinguished portfolio of several thou- 
sand recordings, assessed by one 
colleague as “most of the interest- 
ing recordings from that period”. 

Auger's father was a sergeant- 
major in the Army whose successive 
postings caused constant family up- 
heavals. Auger was bom in St John's 
Wood Barracks, in London, and 
lived in India as an infant, where he 
caught malaria, which resulted in his 
education being repeatedly inter- 
rupted. He left school at 14, and to 
please his father's ambition for Him 
to have a job with a pension became 
a booking clerk at Stoke-on-Trent 
railway station, a career ended at 
Head Office, Euston, when at the age 
of 28 he left to take an apprentice- 
ship at Bryanston Street Studios. 
From there he soon moved on to toe 
Fye record company as an engineer 

As a child Auger had started col- 
lecting 78s, thus becoming, despite 
his lack of formal musical t raining, 

very knowledgeable of both music 
and recordings. His growing tech- 
nical knowledge was reinforced by 
evening classes. He soon encoim- 
tered the American record engineer 
Bob Fine, the architect of Mercury 
Records. Assisting Fine was an in- 
spiring apprenticeship, and Auger’s 
first recording with him was 
Barbirolli’s recording of Vaughan 
Williams's Symphony in 1S56. 
Barbirolli was toe first big name 
Auger worked for and they stmek up 
a warm friendship. 

Mercury’s reputation was builton 
their celebrated “ single □aerophone” 
technique which claimed authentic 
reproduction of what was actually 
played, leaving the conductor to de- 
ride dynamics and balance. Auger 
became well known for developing 
the multi-microphone recording 
familiar to toe modem industry. 

Pye was an innovative company 
in both repertoire and technical de- 
velopments, particularly of stereo, of 
winch Auger became a notable pio- 
neer He made his name with a 
wider audience when working with 
the the conductor Charles Macker- 
ras. In April 1959 they recorded 
Handel’s Music for the Royal Fire- 
works using a very large wind en- 
semble, soon adding the Sinfbnietta 
and opera preludes by Jandcek. 

From 1960 to 1962 Auger was toe 
Chief Engineer of Granada TV in 
Manchester subsequently returning 
to Eye as Tbchmcal Manner He was 
the raison d’etre for setting up 
Granada Recordings, which be 
ran from 1969 to 1974. During this 
time he supported the recording 
requirements ofa wide range of lead- 
ing companies, including RCA, CBS 
and Vanguard, and in 1974 became 
fully freelance. The RCA connection 
had begun prior to Granada, for RCA 
had contracted Pye to make record- 
ings for them in the UK, and such 
was Auger's burgeoning reputation, 
the work followed him. 

A pioneering client was John 
Goldsmith of toe newly established 
Unicorn Records, for whom he made 
some 130 records. Their first was 
Nielsen’s Fifth Symphony conduct- 
ed by Jascha Horenstein. Here 
Auger’s legendary inventiveness 
and unflappability became apparent 
when, haring trouble getting the 
fade-down of the side-drum solo, they 
put Aif Dukes, toe side-drum play- 
er; in the lobby and slowly dosed the 
door on him while recording. On 
another occasion the gentlemen’s 
toilet was found a perfect acoustic 
for John the Baptist’s cell in Richard 
Strauss's Salome. One of his best 
recordings for Unicom is widely 
regarded as Horenstein’s Mahler 


Third, reputedly the first commer- 
cial multi-track Dolby A recording 
on one-inch tape. Laten a pioneer of 
digital recording, Gtifire’s expan- 
sive Third Symphony, was among 
the first such recordings by an 
independent company. 

Possibly toe company with whom 
Augur made most records was an- 
other independent label CRD, for 
whom he covered a very wide spec- 
trum of music including the ddbut 

recordings of Trevor Pinnock and the 
ri hilingiri an String QuarteL 

Other artists included Pierre 
Boulez, the film composer and con- 
ductor Bernard Herrmann, Leopold 
Stokowski the sopranos Beverly 
Sills and Cathy Berberian, the com- 
poser and pianist John McCabe 
with whom he made some 16 piano 
recordings, and Erich Leinsdorf 
with whom he recorded Salome for 
RCA Perhaps above all was 
Leonard Bernstein, whose 1970 Al- 
bert Hall Verdi Requiem, with 
Plarido Domingo, Auger thought 
one of his major achievements, 
though he was very upset at the time 
that the issued recording was 
remixed after the tape left him. 

Apart from specific recordings. 
Auger's overriding achievement was 
in demonstrating that an indepen- 
dent engineer rorid be riabfe indeed 
could lead the field, so that major 
companies and the world's leading 
artists would seek to emplqy him. He 
worked, too, as sound engineer on 
a number of high-profile public oc- 
casions both in the pop and classi- 
cal fields. These included as varied 
events as the 1969 Isle of Wight Pop 
Festival the Rolling Stones in Hyde 
Park, Frank Sinatra’s charity concert 
at the Festival Hall and Karlheinz 
Stockhausen's concert in the same 
hall in the mid-1970s, the latter with 



Multi-microphone recordings 


its extensive requirement for 
electronic sound, when the mixing 
desk was ostentatiously located 
in mid-stalls. 

While working for Pye Auger was 
responsible for many pop sessions: 
artists with whom he had hits in- 
cluded Ray Davies and the funks 
(Tou Really Got Me”, 1964: “Sunny 
Afternoon”, 1966), The Animals 
(“House of the Rising Sun”, 1964) and 
Steve Winward and the Spencer 
Davis Group (“Keep on Running”, 
1966). He also recorded Duke Elling- 
ton, Sammy Davis Jnr, Marlene 
Dietrich at her last appearance in 
London, Bing Crosby, and Buddy 
Rich at Ronny Scott’s for RCA. 

Invariably on location he easily 
adapted to local often Spartan, con- 
ditions, in halls and churches not de- 
signed for recording. On several 
occasions he worked through toe 
night to avoid daytime distractions. 

Remembering his own begin- 
nings, he was always veiy kind to as- 
piring engineers and several 
proteges were helped into toe pro- 
fession by him. Although nominally 
retired, he was still working for 
Opera Rara, whose entire catalogue 
be bad recorded, when he died 
unexpectedly in his sleep. 

LEWIS FOREMAN 

Robert Walter Ernest Auger, 
recording engineer, bom London 
30 April 1928; married 1964 Moni- 
ka Betifuss {one son, one daughter); 
died Swansea 12 December 1998. 


Dorothy White 


DOROTHY WHITE never sei out to 
found the Relatives Association. 
Alter she retired from the Civil Ser- 
vice in 1979. she became involved in 
the support of her mother, who in 
due course needed a nursing home. 
This direct experience of long- 
term care highlighted the stresses 
placed on relatives: and her subse- 
quent campaigning to improve the 
provision of care for the elderly 
and their families led to the estab- 
lishment of the Relatives Associa- 
tion in 1992. now a national charily. 

After an initial poor experience. 
White identified a good home for her 
mother, but even there recognised 
the difficulty of remaining closely in- 
volved with her mother's life. Many 
relatives and friends in this situation 
blame themselves for failing. White 
in contrast realised that if she ex- 
perienced problems, others must 
loo; indeed for many the challenges 
would be much greater. Information 
and support were needed 

Furthermore, she recognised that 
the 500.000 residents of homes and 
their visitors were an important 


voice which should be mobilised to 
help plan long-term care. It was this 
group of people who really knew 
what was needed - mam 1 policy- 
makers and administrators were 40 
years younger than care-home res- 
idents and did not see the world from 
the same perspective. Although 
White was keen to build partnership 
between family, friends and the care 
staff, she recognised that this was 
insufficient for some very poor 
homes. The only sure way to root out 
abuse was to link “the eyes and ears" 
of the visitors in every home with a 
strong inspectorate. 

White had first hoped to per- 
suade a number erf existing voluntary 
organisations connected with the 
elderly to broaden their remit to ad- 
dress the needs of relatives too. 
None offered to do so but one. Coun- 
sel and Care, provided her with a 
base from which to launch a new 
mutual aid organisation. 

White then worked six long days 
a week, answering toe telephone to 
anxious relatives, developing the or- 
ganisation. fund-raising. In 1992 the 


Relatives Association was formally 
launched at the House of Commons. 

By 1993 the association was in- 
dependent. with its own charitable 
status. By 1994 White had raised 
enough money to employ a director. 
Later, this post was supplemented 
by an advice worker and local de- 
velopment staff, and an African 
Caribbean project followed. Re- 
cently Relatives Associations have 
been established for Scotland and 
Northern Ireland as well as 2S local 
groups in England. 

The association continues to 
function largely on voluntary effort, 
and White herself remained active- 
ly involved in the day-to-day work, 
in toe chair until 1996 and then as 
Founder President She also con- 
tinued to assist on the Helpline; her 
empathy, knowledge and determi- 
nation was of enormous value to 
callers. This involvement was fun- 
damental to White’s approach. She 
did not feel happy on toe creative 
policy side without grounding 
decisions in real life. 

Bom Dorothy Gerrish in Esher. 



Relatives Associations 


Surrey, in 1924, she attended St 
Swithun's School in Winchester 
before reading Economics at toe 
London School of Economics, at that 
time evacuated to Cambridge. Her 
prime sphere of interest throughout 
her life was social policy and ad- 
ministration, a world into which 
she was swept in 1945, the year she 


married John White, when “called 
up" from LSE to the Ministry of 
Health. She worked first in the team 
that brought in toe National Health 
Service under Aneurin Bevan, the 
Health Minister; and then on theNa- 
tional Assistance Act, and from 1951 
on maternity and child welfare. 

After toe birth of her third son in 
1958 Dorothy White temporarily left 
the Civil Service and gained expe- 
rience in youth work, teaching and 
lecturing on management In 1966 
she was asked to return and joined 
tbe Department of Education and 
Science, where she worked on health 
reorganisation and special education. 
She took early retirement in 1979. and 
became a management consultant 

Meanwhile, in addition to her 
having a growing family and a full- 
time job, White's activities in toe vol- 
untary sector expanded. She was 
extensively involved in Barnet Vol- 
untary Service Council and in 1992 
was appointed OBE for her work 
there. She had also begun active in- 
volvement with Network Housing 
Association, one of the biggesthous- 


ing associations in the country - a 
commitment she always retained. 

White remained determined to 
help improve the world even as her 
health foiled. In her last month she 
was still speaking at meetings and 
gave evidence to the staff of the Rpyal 
Commission on Long Tferm Care. 
She had hoped to diair the Relatives 
Association Annual Conference on 9 
November: unable to do so due to 
chemotherapy treatment, she taped 
a message saying she hoped to be 
there in years to come. 

She also reminded people that 
safeguarding the NHS was the re- 
sponsibility of everyone and argued 
that it needed to adapt to the grow- 
ing numbers of older people who so 
desperately require its services. 
She felt that the present time offered 
a “window of opportunity” which 
must be seized to “review the 
ethics and structure of the health 
services for older people". 

JENNY STILES 

Dorothy White had an indomitable 
spirit, writes Baroness Nicholson, 


and a passionate sense of justice for 
lonely, elderly people. She mob- 
ilised her extensive network of 
friends and neighbours to fight tbe 
dismal impact on family links 
of prolonged stays by elderly 
frail men and women ui Britain's 
retirement and nursing homes. 

I was proud to be a member of her 
dan. Small at first but now wide- 
spread, the Relatives Association 
now puts policy proposals and 
implements in practical ways 
Dorothy’s own vision for Britain's el- 
derly; secure and comfortable in 
their declining years with family ties 

enhances and not dislocated. 

Her enchanting personality was 
matched by a lifetime of hard work. 
Many thousands of elderly people 
have already benefited from her en- 
ergy and wisdom and thousands will 
in tbe future. 

Dorothy Marion Gerrish, public 
servant; bom Esher. Surrey 13 
October 1924; OBE 1992; married 
1945 John White ( three sons); died 
London 26 November 1993 . 
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Cecil James 


the BASSOONIST Cecil James was 

miLriiS® ^ respected orcheS 

Swf*? ^ B5S TOsa musi- 

rai famfly ha father and uncle having 
been the leading bassoon playereof 
London. His unde Edwfa was a 
S,“' ffl S Dier 01 tte LoSo^m- 
25212 L 904, ^ fctoer Wilted 

^ U ^ 6e ? d to ^der brother’s posts 
w die Queen’s Hall Orchestra andas 
professor at the Royal College of 
Music. Both were Musicians in Ordi- 
to the Royal Family, as was also 
their brother Frank, a trumpeter who 
gave cornet lessons to the Prince of 
Wales at Balmoral. 

Both Cedi and an older brother 
Leslie, were taught bassoon by their fa- 
ther; Cedi being started at 15 on an 
instrument by Hawkes. Both won schol- 
arships. Leslie went to the Royal Acad- 
erpy, but his career was ait short in 1930 
py suicide, occasioned by an unhappy 
towaf&icCecflwonasdiaiarshipto'IHn- 

itV anri a morlohirtAtk. 1 /,-ti 



all three of the Royal music schools. 
'Hiere he performed the Mrwart PiYrww tn 
with Orchestra, a rare exploit in 1933. 

In the samey ear he started with the 
London Symphony Orchestra as second 
bassoon to Raul Draper With them he 


sons at Glyndebourne under Fritz 
Busch. Here he also encountered a for- 
mer fellow student, the oboist Natalie 
Caine, whom he married in 1938. 

During the Second Wbrld War he 
served with the Royal Air Force Central 
Band. Its conductor Wing Commander 
RJ? O’Donnell managed to recruit much 
of the cream of London’s orchestras for 
this legendary ensemble: it contained 
such well-known players as Gareth 
Morris, Leonard Brain and Eddie Walk- 
er among the woodwind, Dennis Brain, 
Harold Jackson and Norman del Mar 
among the brass, and Harry Blech, Fred 
Grinke, Leonard Hirsch, David Martin, 
Jim Merrett and James Whitehead plus 
the GrQler quartet among die strings. 
Notable engagements undertaken by 
the RAF Symphony Orchestra includ- 
ed a coast to coast tour of the United 
States in 1944, and an appearance at the 
Potsdam Conference the following yean 

After demobilisation CecO played 
for while with the New Symphony be- 
fore being appointed by Whiter Legge 
in 1951 to become principal bassoon of 
his Philharmonia orchestra. Here he 
was joined by Peter Parry, a fellow play- 
er of the Fr^ch instalment, and by his 
former principal Paul Draper. He sub- 
sequently served as first chairman of 
the orchestra. 

These were vintage years when the 
orchestra was arguably the finest that 


Britain has ever produced. Its record- 
ings set newstandards,^ while its foreigi 
tours established the international rep- 
utation of British orchestral playing. In 
the 1950s it worked with such legend- 
ary conductors as Guido Cantelli, Wit- 
helm Rntwanglei; Herbal von Kar ajan , 
Otto Klemperer and Arturo TOscaninl 

The playing of Cecil James was 
heard in such classic recordings as 
Stravinsky's Sacr& de p r m te m ps under 
igorMarkevitch, IthaLkovsky’s Paih6- 
Uque symphony with Cantelli, and the 
Mozart Symptome Concertcmte K297b 
with von Karajan. He also recorded the 
Mozart and Beethoven quintets with the 
pianist Whiter Gieseking. 

Most of his chamber-music record- 
ings were made with Dennis Brain, an 
artist with whom he was especially as- 
sociated. In 1961 he left the orchestra. 


He made an 
irascible teacher. 
e What really is the 
secret of a big 
sound? 9 he was 
asked. Well , 
you just blow the 
bloody thing . 
That will be £5’ 


playing for a time with the Royal Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra nest to Eddie Wil- 
son. He continued to freelance, finally 
retiring from professional playing 
around 1980. 

From a bassoon-playing point of 
view, CecD James’s signal achievement 
was to have remained faithful to the 
French (“Buffet"), as opposed to the Ger- 
man (“Heckel”) system of instrument 
This was the model almost universally 
in use prewar outside German-speaking 
lands. However in London during the 
1930s, in the wake of highly acclaimed 
concerts by the Berlin Philharmonic and 
Philadelphia orchestras, many profes- 
sionals switched erverto the “safer” Ger- 
man system, with its reformed bore and 
tone-hole placemen. A similar scenario 
took place simultaneously with the 
French horn, both chang es provoking 
considerable controv er s y at the time. 

James never foresook the Buffet for 
what he termed the ‘‘xnumhiephone''. He 
compared playing the French bassoon 
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James championed the French bassoon against the honumblephone' 


to “riding a high-bred horse - when all 
goes well, one enjoys a thrilling ride - 
but one can have an occasional faDJ” He 
was an artist with the ability to play his 
instrument with a polished contabile 
tone and style whose compatibility was 
never called into question - neither by 
an exacting connois seur ifl»> Walter 
Legge nor by a conductor like von Kar- 
ajan, who in 1969 felt constrained to re- 
place both bassoon and horn in the 
Orchestra cte Paris with German models. 

Part of James’s secret lay in his 
reeds,wbfchhedesagnedandinadehim- 
seK and in his instrument an exceptional 
example made before 1914 by Buffet- 
Crampon, Paris, and inherited in 1930 
from his father As his contemporaries 
retired, he saw them replaced exdusvely 
by HeckeHago tt players. At the time of 
his retirement, he was virtually the sole 
surviving professional player of the 
French instrument left in this country, 
and he felt this isolation keenly. 

He never held a teaching appoint- 


mefa- perhaps not surprising in the cir- 
cumstances. His occasional mnmfapy s 
- irascibility might often alternate with 
charm - hardly fitted him for the role 
of teacher: He himself quoted the fol- 
lowing exchange: “What really is the se- 
cret of a big sound?" “Well, you just blow 
the bloody thing. That will be £5.” 
However in recent years he was 
happy to help an increasing number of 
players who came to seek help, not onfy 
on how to make reeds for “period” mod- 
els of bassoon (to which the French in- 
struments closely related), but on how 
to play the basson itself. This noble tra- 
dition, once in danger of becoming lost 
is currently bang revived in many 
quarters-in Britain notably in the New 
Queen's Hall Orchestra. 

william Waterhouse 

Cecil Edwin James, bassoonist bom 
London 10 April 1913; married 1938 
Natalie Caine (three daughters),- died 
London 13 January 1999. 


IVHh>* 


Ir-r 




i 


1 !2£ 


■ iSR 

. M— i , . 

Vr * ' Yr 


i ^ t StifcL 

‘vtm ■ ji 


HISTORICAL NOTES 

DULCIE M. ASHDOWN 

Ivan the Terrible and 
other ghastlies 


ON SATURDAY 30 January 
three of Britain’s most ecc- 
entric societies united in 
tnourning a king “murdered” 
350 years ago that day. Mem- 
bers of the Royal Stuart So- 
ciety, the Society of King 
Charles the MartjT and the 
Royal Martyr Church Union 
moved from Charles l’s stat- 
ue in Trafalgar Square to the 
Banqueting House in White- 
hall, from which the King 
had stepped onto the scaffold 
There they heard Mass, in 
the High Anglican tradition, 
and a sermon by the Bishop 
of London. His predecessor 
Bishop Juxon had attended 
Charles I on the scaffold 

According to Charles’s 
devotees, his execution was 
“judicial murder”, as no long 
could be tried for treason - 
treason had always been de- 
fined as a crime against the 

Icing himsplf 

The Richard III Society 
rivals the Royal Martyr’s fol- 
lowing in fervour Did Rich- 
ard combine the crimes of 
regicide and infanticide, or- 
dering the murder of his 
nephews Edward V and 
Richard ofYork. “the Princes 
in the Tower”? Even the in- 
genious defence by the 
Richard HI Society strug- 
gles to outweigh centuries of 
condemnation. Mud sticks. 

Britain may be the only 
country in which a long-ago 
royal murder - of or by a 
monarch - can still raise 
blood pressure, but other Eu- 
ropean countries have some 
admirable gruesomes and 
ghastlies. Take the 1355 mur- 


der of In es de Castro, wife of 
the heir to the Portuguese 
throne, by order of her father 
in-law the King \she was sub- 
versively Spanish!. When her 
widower came to the throne, 
he had her skeleton exhumed, 
crowned and enthroned, and 
made his courtiers file past, 
kissing the bony hand. 

However for sheer horror 
the career of Ivan “the Ter- 
rible" (more aptly “the Terri- 
fying”), the Jtth-centuiy tsar 
of Russia, cannot be rivalled 
In war, be took thousands of 
prisoners and himself su- 
pervised their killing: they 
were flayed, impaled disem- 
bowelled, mauled by wild 
bears, buried alive, roasted 
over fires and frozen in icy 
rivers. But what Ivan liked 
best was killing with his own 
hands. A homicidal maniac. 

A thousand years ago, 
royal murders were generally 
a family matter between 993 
and 1058, five Scottish kings 
were murdered by the 
cousins who succeeded them 
on the throne. Even in the 
18th century, in Russia, 
Peter I had his son killed, 
Catherine n her husband. 

Between 1898 and 1913 five 
of Europe's kings and a con- 
sort queen and empress were 
assassinated This was the 
assassin's heyday the culmin- 
ation of a half-century ot 
“propaganda by deed” by 
“revolutionists” in which the 
mqjor success had been the 
assassination of the Russian 
Tsar Alexander n in 1881. 
Serbia’s king and queen were 
the victims of a military coup 


in 1903, but it was the anar- 
chist who was “the terror uf 
kings". “Anarchist” was a 
catch-all term for every 
shade of extremism - na- 
tionalist separatist, socialist 
nihilist It was taken up by the 
purple press, and the anar 
chist became the favourite vil- 
lain of the tuppenny shockers 
on every bookstall. 

Some monarchs became - 
or pretended to be - blase. 
“It’s one of the risks of our 
profession." said King Um- 
berto of Italy, survivor of sev- 
eral attacks: he was shot and 
killed in 1900. But no royal 
murder was as momentous 
as the assassination, in 191-1 
at Sarajevo, of the heir to the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire: 
it triggered - though it did not 
cause - the First World War. 

Only last year, in May. a 
Basque terrorist plot against 
the life of Spain's King Juan 
Carlos was foiled: he was to 
have been killed at San Se- 
bastian. while opening a new 
aquarium. As recently as 
1996, a ground plan of Buck- 
ingham Palace was found in 
the effects of a dead IRA 
man. In fact, the IRA were not 
the instigators of the worst 
alarm, when six shots were 
fined at the Queen as she rode 
down the Mall in 1981. She 
could not know that they 
were blanks - but she had 
long since accepted “the 
risks of our profession”. 

Dulcie M. Ashdown is the 
author of ‘Royal Murders: 
hatred, revenge and the seiz- 
ing of power’ (Sutton, £18£9t 


John Oakley 


THE WIMBLEDON Championships will 
not be quite the same this summer 
without John Oakley scurrying about 
the place chattering to everybody, 
reporter’s notebook -and pen at the 
ready, as they have been for the past 
53 years. 

A loquacious character who brought 
great enthusiam and knowledge and 
prodigious mental and physical energy 
to the myriad sports events he covered, 
Oakley loved Wimbledon in particular: 

His first assignment at the All Eng- 
land Club was as the 18-year-old sports 
editor of the Dagenham Post in 1946, 
after which he became an ever-present 
in the press box, writing in turn for the 
NcMxri^iamEiXTungPostdieybrkshire 


Evening News, the London Evening 
News and the Press Association. Oak- 
ley’s chattering acre prompted Rex Bel- 
lamy, the former tennis correspondent 
of The Times, to enquire if he was the 
editor of The Listener, a joke Oakley 
eqjoyed telling against himself. 

The Frenchman Yvon Petra won the 
WimWedon men’s singles championship 
in 1946. Petra, the last man to win the 
title wearing long white flannels, proud- 
ly told young Oakley, “Rfr six matches 
1 played in shorts because I was play- 
ing for Yvon Petra. But in the final I wore 
long trousers because I was playing for 
La Befle France." 

Of all the champions he saw, Oakley 
rated Rod Lavei; Bjfim Borg, Lew 


Hoad, Jari Kramer and John McEnroe, 
in that order; as the best of the men, and 
Maureen Connolly, Martina Navratilo- 
va, Steffi Graf, Margaret Court and Ba- 
be Jean King were his choice as the top 
five among the women. 

Akeengolfa;0ak3eywouldnotletthe 
completion of a round stop him from ar- 
guing a point A lengthy dispute over a 
rule after playing with a colleague, the 
late Brian Cutress, of Exchange Te le- 
groph, led to his friend Cu tress’s ob- 
taining a letter from the Royal and 
Ancient Golf Club at St Andrews sup- 
porting his case. “I still think rm right” 
Oakley said. 

He was in his element during the 
closing weeks of the tennis season last 


autumn, vociferously r»irui»Bng the 
mathematical possibOites as Tim Hen- 
man and Greg Rusedski battled for 
world ranking points in the race to 
qualify for the ATP Ibur Championship 
in Hanover 

Oakley’s last event was an evening 
of table tennis in the Surrey Veterans 
League on 25 January. He played in two 
matches »nd was umpiring another 
when taken ILL 

John Roberts 

John Oakley, sports journalist bom 
Abingdon, Berkshire 1 February 1928; 
married 1955 Patricia Coleman 
( two sons); died Guildford, Surrey 30 
January 1999. 
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ENGAGEMENTS 

The Duke of Edinburgh, 
Patron and Trustee, attends a 
reception for the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award Charitable 
Trust in West Norfolk, at the 
Town Hall, King’s Iynn, 
Norfolk. The Duke of York, 
Patron, the London Contem- 
porary Dance Trust, visits 
The Place, London WCL to 
meet the new Chairman and 
view rehearsals. The 
Princess Royal visits the 
Soho Centre for Health and 
Care, Soho Square, London 
Wl; and. as Patron, the 1999 
World Schools Debating 
Championships, attends a 
Reception at the Locarno 
Suite, Foreign and Common- 
wealth Office, London 
SWl. The Duke of Kent, 
President, National Electron- 
ics Council attends a (firmer 
For the council at Savoy 
Place, London WC2. 


ZOF THE GUARD 

1 Cavalry Mounted 
lots Uw Queen's Ufa 
e Guards, Uam; 
ipany Grenadier 
s (be Queen’s Guard. 
B Palace. linO am. 
v.. .tin h Guards. 


BIRTHDAYS 

Mr Peter Allen, broadcaster; 
53; Vice-Admiral Sir Peter 
Ashmore, 78; The Hon Sir 
Clive Bossom Bt, former 
ME 81; Professor John 
Brown, Astronomer Royal 
for Scotland, 52; Mr Jun 

Cunningham MP, 58; Dr 

RE. Thompson Hancock, 
s pec ialist in cancer treat- 
ment, 95; Lord Haslam, for- 
mer chairman, British Coal. 
76; Mr Russell Hoban, 
writer; 74; Mr David Mahra£ 
novelist, 65; The Hon Mrs 
Ray Michie MP, 65; Mr 
Stanley Newens, MEE 69; 
Sir Michael Nicholson, a 
Lord Justice of Appeal, 

Northern Ireland, 66; Mr 
Charles Pollard, Chief Con- 
stable, Thames Valley Police, 
54; Mr William Ross MP, 

63; Lord Ryder ofWensnm, 
former ME 5ft Lord 
Shawcross QC, former 
Attorney-General and former 
Chancellor, Susses Universi- 
ty; 97; Mrs Jenny Shipley, 
prime minis ter of New 
Zealand, 47; Mr John 
Wfflan, former manag i ng 
director London Philhar- 
monic; 56; Mr Norman Wis- 
dom, actor and comedian, 84; 


Sir Christopher Zeeman, 
former Principal. Hertford 
College, Oxford, 74. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Pierre Carlet de 
Chamblain de Marivaux, 
playwright and novelist, 1688; 
George LiUo, playwright, 
1693; William Harrison 
Ainsworth, novelist 1805; 
Myles Birfeet Foster, painter; 
1825; Richard dlvry (Richard 
Yrvid), composer; 182ft 
Valentine Cameron Prinsep, 
artist 1838; Fernand L6ger, 
cubist painter; 1881; Jacques 
PrCvert, poet and novelist 
1900; Charles Augustus Lind- 
bergh, aviator; 1902; Dietrich 
Bonhoefier, theologian, 1906. 

Deaths: Lnrins Septimrus 
Severus, Roman emperor; 
211; John Rogers, Protestant 
martyr; burned at the stake 
1555; Robert Blair; poet 1746; 
Pompeo Girolamo Batoni, 
painter, 1787; Edward George 
Vffliers Stanley, 17th Earl of 
Derby politician and 
ambassador; 1948; Sir 
William Darting. Lord 
Provost of Edinburgh, 1962; 
Karen Carpenter; singer; 


1983; Libera ce (Wladiziu 
Valentino), pianist 1987. 

On this day: Adolf Hitler 
assumed command of the 
German army, 1938; the Yalta 
Conference opened, 1945; 
Ceylon (later known as Sri 
Lanka) became an indepen- 
dent state, 1948; sweet 
rationing ended in Britain, 
1953; The Sunday Times 
issued the first colour sup- 
plement in Britain, 1962; the 
world’s largest hovercraft 
(165 tonnes) was launched at 
Cowes, 1968. 

Today is the Feast Day of St 
Andrew Corsini. bishop, St 
Isidore of Pelusium, St Joan 
of Valois, St John de Britto, 

St Joseph of Leoaessa, St 
Modan, St Nicholas Studites, 
St Phileas, St Rembert and 
St Theophilus the Penitent 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Paul 
Hills, “Fra Angelico li): Fra 
Angelico's light", 1pm. 
Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Wendy Fisher; 
“European Commemorative 
Medals", 2pm, 


Tate Gallery: Miquette 
Roberts, “The Interior life 
of a Woman: the awakening 
conscience”, 2 pm. 

British Museum: Carolyn 
Perry “Fish, Beans and 
Rice: Tunisian textiles” 
11.30am. 

National Portrait Gallery: 
Tim Heath as Lytton Stra- 
chey in Ermyntrude and 
Esmeralda, 1.10pm. 

Wallace Collection, 

London Wl: Peter Hughes, 
“French 18th-century 
Inkstands”, lpm. 

Gresham College, Barnard’s 
Inn Hall, London ECl: Pro- 
fessor Tom Cannon, “New 
Learning for a New City, 
when worlds collide", lpm. 


Luncheons 

English-Speaking Union 
Baroness James of Holland 
Park (E D. James) spoke on 
her novel A Certain Justice 
at an English-Speaking 
Union hinchepn held yester- 
day at Dartmouth House. 
London Wl. Baroness Brig- 
stoefee, Chairman, presided 
Mrs Valerie Mitchell, 
Director-General, received 
the guests. 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
(74-hour answering machine 01 71-293 201 1) or fax to 0171-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


Judicial review was 
rarely appropriate 


IT WOULD rarefy be appro- 
priate to appfy for judicial 
review of the exercise of a 
local housing authority's dis- 
cretion under section 204(4) 
of the Housing Act 1996 not 
to offer temporary accom- 
modation to a homeless per- 
son pending an appeal to the 
county court against its 
refusal to accommodate him. 

The Court of Appeal refused 
the applicant’s renewed appli- 
cation for leave to move for ju- 
dicial review of a decision of 
Brighton and Hove Council not 
to offer him temporary accom- 
modation whilst waiting for the 
outcome of his appeal to the 
county court under section 204 
of the Housing Act 1996. 

The applicant had applied to 
the local authority for accom- 
modation under Part VII of the 
Housing Act 1996 in October 
1998, and the local authority had 
provided him with accommo- 
dation whilst it considered the 
application. On 17 November 
1999 the local authority deter- 
mined that although the appli- 
cant was in priority need and 
homeless be was intentionally 
homeless. The applicant re- 
quested a review of tbat decision. 

The local authority affirmed 
its original decision, and indi- 
cated to the applicant that it 
would cease to provide him 
with accommodation on 15 De- 
cember. The applicant ap- 
pealed to tiie county court On 
15 December he indicated to 
the local authority that he was 
appealing and asked the local 
authority to continue to ac- 
commodate him temporarily 
pending the outcome of the 
appeal. The local authority 
considered the request, but 
refused it on 17 December 

The applicant applied for 


THURSDAY 
LAW REPORT 

4 February 1999 

R v Brighton and 
Hove Council, ex 
parte Nadon 
Court of Appeal (Lord 
Woolf Master of the 
Rolls, Lord Justice 
Aldous and Lord 
Justice Tuckey) 

1 February 1999 

leave to move fbrjucficiaJ review 
by way of certiorari to quash the 
decision of 17 December 1999. 
mandamus requiring the local 
authority to accommodate him 
pending the determination of 
his appeal by the counfy court, 
and an interlocutory injunction 
requiring the local authority to 
accommodate him pending the 
determination of the judicial 
review proceedings. 

That application was refused 

by Collins J. The applicant re- 
newed his application for leave 
to move for judicial review. 
Sylvester Carrott (the Brighton 
Housing Trust Brighton) for 1 he 
applicant; James Findlay f Legal 
Services. Brighton & Hove Coun- 
cil Hove) for the local authority. 

Lord Justice Tuckey said 
that it was dear from the deci- 
sion of the Court of Appeal in 
Aft v Westminster City Coun- 
cil (Law Report, 30 July 1998) 
that, where a homeless person 
appealed to the county court 
against the determination of a 
local housing authority to 
refuse to accommodate him, 


the local authority had a dis- 
cretion and not a duty under 
section 204(4) of the Housing 
Act 1996 to offer him tempo- 
rary accommodation pending 
the outcome of the appeal. 

Helpful guidance as to the 
matters which a local authority 
should consider when exercising 
that discretion had been given 
by* Latham J in R u Camden 
London Borough Council, exp 
Mohammed (1998) 30 HLR 315. 

Where, as in the present 
case, the local authority had ob- 
viously considered all the rel- 
evant factors in making its 
decision under section 204(4), 
itwas an entirely futile exercise 
for the applicant to seek to say 
that the local authority' had 
in some way exercised its 
discretion wrongly. 

Such applications for judicial 
review should be strongly dis- 
couraged. It was only in an ex- 
ceptional case that there would 
be a reasonable prospect of in- 
teresting the court in an appli- 
cation for judicial review of what 
was a very broad discretion 
given to the local authority. 

Lord TYooIfMR said that, if 
the local authority had refused 
even to consider the exercise of 
that discretion, judicial review 
might well be the appropriate 
remedy, but apart from that it 
was difficult to envisage a case 
when' a judicial review appli- 
cation would be appropriate. In 
a case where a local authority 
had not exercised its discretion 
in an applicant's favour, the only 
course which would normally 
be appropriate would be to 
make an application for the 
appeal under section 2M to be 
heard as soon as practicable by 
the county court 

Kate O'Hanlon, 
Barrister 


A DISPUTE has broken out 
among mature students at 
Colombia. Some regard 
kaffeeklatsch with a teacher 
as favouritism; and they 
could be right, for knowl- 
edge is better imparted 
and absorbed at a table 
than in a lectnre-halL An 
unusually inspired amal- 
gamation of German words 
- coffee and gossip - it 


Words 

Christopher 

Hawtree 

kaffeeklatsch, n. 

appears to have reached 
English, m particular Amer- 
ican. late last century and, 
variously Spelled, been in 
consistent use since, as in 


the late William Whyte’s 
37te Organization Man. 
whose woman, by contrast, 
“will be kaffee-klatching 
and sunbathing”. 

Abbreviated to klatsch, it 
still suggests that coffee 
feels the proceedings. Now 
that coffee shops are as 
booming as dotcoms, per- 
haps it is time for another 
new chain: Kaffeeklatsch «. 
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Can I help my depressed friend? 

Peter’s friend P hili p, a highly intelligent man, suffers bad bouts of depression. He’s often been hospitalised, but has refused ECT. 
He’s coped well for six years with help and now he’s applying for jobs. Although he often gets short-listed, he is invariably 
turned down when potential employers hear about his illness. Peter feels that this smacks of prejudice. Can he help? 
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Dilemmas 


READERS’ SUGGESTIONS 



It’s OK mum, I’m not pregnant | POETIC LICENCE 

/ A. I nv Madtim Nvwpt t 


Why does contraception for teenagers cause such widespread alarm? By Jeremy Lanrance 



PA TEENAGE SEX is a dangerous 
2 ^ issue and no one knows that 
^ better than Professor John 
tin Gufllebaud. Sven he, however 
p^was taken aback by the 
isb ferocious row he triggered on 
U e Tuesday when, as professor of 
of .tomfijr planning and reprodue- 
nj^tive health at University Col- 
lege, London, he was reported 
to have suggested that 10-year- 
b roi old schoolgiris could be fitted 
of u, with « contraceptive device 
in ythat would allow them to be as 


V I HI INniriNDlM 


promiscuous as they chose 
without any fear of pregnancy. 

The moral right reacted with 
predictable outrage. Life -fee 
anti'abortion organisation -de- 
manded his arrest, while the 
campaigner Victoria GEQick 
said that his proposal was tan- 
tamomrttorecoimnenffingthat 
young giris be spayed. 

Possibly more hurtful for 
the professor, who is also 
director of the BlargaretPyice 
clinic, and has a long dis- 


tinguished record of lecturing 
and writing on matters of sex- 
ual health, was the way his 
friends in the family planning 
movement also tamed on him. 

The Brook Advisory Centres 
for young people accused him 
of advocating eugenics, and 
the British Pregnancy Advisory 


BY MARTIN NEWELL 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF MORSE 

After 160 years of helping to save Bves, Mor9e 
code was officiary replaced worldwide this week 
by satellite and ground-based tedinology. The 
system, devised in 1840 by the American portrait 
painter Samuel Morse, wfll no longer be used for 
maritime distress signals. 


Julien Temple 


road to go down?. 

How cBd this compassionate 

Pnrf thrift,} mar t fiMhiiwnrif 

embroiled in such an unpleas- 
ant row? lb understand this, 
acri todraw «zt fee true indic- 
ations of what he said, it is nec- 
essary to go back to &e origins 
of the stozy and trace its emer- 
gence an to the national scene. 

Professor GuiDeband made 
his remazfe at a conference 
held at the Royal Society of 
MedkA« an Friday 22 January 
The co nfe r enc e was entitled 
“Key Advances in the the Clin- 
ical Management of Contra- 
ception” and, as an expert, he 
had been invited to set out bis 
vision of the future. 

In his speech, he expressed 
enthusiasm for a new, Dutch- 
made device called Implanon, 
a tiny; 50mm rod of hormones 
that is inserted under the sitin 
of the arm and lasts for three 
years. It is a refined, smaller 
version of an earlier device 
called Norplant and was 
granted a European licence 
JastDecembec 

Professor GuDteband sug- 
gested that this could be the 
fore ru nn er of an ideal, forget- 
tafcamfaaceptivetotwasre- 
versibte, had no side-effects 
and would finally defiver 
women from toe tyranny of 
having to control their fertility 

with tricky ineffecti v e or risky 

methods sodi as toe pffl and toe 
condom. 

“What we are striving for is 
afixmofcontraceptteitbatyoo 
can tarn on or offas you wish,” 
be said. 

Then he added: “In toe fut- 
ure, and as a social policy 
when you have an area with a 
huge rate teenage pregnan- 
cies you could go into a sdiool, 
obviously with the consent of 
the parents, and fit this device 
so that everybody would start 
out not bring able to have a 
baby. It could be fitted into 
^risaaoetheyhadhadtoeirpe- 
riods but before they bad had 
sex -for Instance, at the time 
when they were haring toen- 
rubella jabs." 

His remarks were reported 
in The Observer the following 
Sunday 24 January under the 



If teenagers feel they can be open about sex, unwanted pregnancies are less likely 


headline “Contraceptive jabs 
tsic] forecast for children” but 
faded to eficit a reaction. They 
were toes reported in General 
Practitioner, the magazine far 
femfiy doctors, whence they 
were picked up by the Press 
Association, which put Profes- 
sor Guillebaud's views to a 
range of anti-abortion and 


which reacted with fury The 
story subsequently ran yester- 
day in most national news- 
papers and on TV and radio. 

to the furore, facts got tost 
At the Royal Society of Medi- 
cine’s conference, Professor 
Guflteband had been setting out 
his visum of the future, not of 
the present Nor bad he advoc- 
ated compulsion. Contraception 
should always be a matter of 
choice, be said. 

Even as a future scenario, 
his vision is not tmeoatrover* 
siaL What he had tried to do 
was to look toward to the day, 
at least a decade hence, when 
the perfect, reversible contra- 
ceptive became available - 
what he dubbed his “magical 
braxriX"-andtoeansderbow 


society might . react He 
acknowledged that medical 
science was running ahead of 
social attitudes and Ehatfam- 
By plan n ing groups were wary 
ofinterveningin such a way in 
the lives erf such young people. 

“But you can imagine that 
oneday it would seem natural 
to take this kind of action," he 


Women would 
finally be free from 
risky methods 
such as the pill 


added. Indeed, you can. Tb me, 
as toe father of a ift-year-old 
daughter (and teenage sons), 
the idea of dealing with toe 
mechanics of preventing preg- 
nancy in an efficient and ride- 
free way has a strong appeal 
It would leave parents and 
teachers free to focus on toe 
emotional contet of relation- 
ships - the importance of re- 
sp^ the avoidance oftart and 


toe value of friendship and love 
- without being sidetracked by 
reminders to pack a condom 
with die taxi tore home. 

The fear pasfipr rentra- 

ception means easier, more 
plentiful atamoreproanscuoos 
sex dominates debate on the 
moral right But it is not borne 
out by the facts. Britain has one 
of toe highest teenage preg- 
nanqy rates in the world and the 
age of first sexual inte r co ur se 
is dropping: In the Nether- 


ferred to ignorance on sexual 
matters, teenagers begin sex- 


m QTrths later than their British 
cwmteiparte and ifcrir teenage 
pregnancy rale is lower 

If teenagers fieri that there 
is someone to whom they can 
take torir problems and seek 
advice, its mareShety they’ll be 
open and confident about dis- 
ensstagsex. 

The mechanics of contra- 
cfiptionareoriycKtepart<rfses; 
tat thqy have a (fistorbing habit 
of distracting att enti o n from 
tte relationship that shook! Be 
at its heart 


Dots and riswshpg riirfit ctidit 
Did it in the films 
And way out in the woolly west 
Awaiting freight from Santa Ffe 
A TTB»rshall in the midday sun 
Stands apprehensive with a gun 
As sagebrush miles along the track 
The buzzards squatting on the poles . 
Hear signals whisper down the wires 
Bast cactus, cowsdbHa, gopher holes 
Where tumbleweed goes rolling by 
And three bad hombms wait to die. .. 

Dots and dashes todit tfidil 
Dfd it down the fine .. . 

When Mister Morse tapped out his test 
“What hath God wrought!” 

The smitence stayed 
Unanswered by the snoozing past 
Until the fixture spoke at last 
And wagons came. And men and mines 
Then motor cars and longer fines 
Spread out across toe yawning land • 
Til progress had toe upper hand. . 

Dots and didit dkfit 
Did it later on. 

In ratoobl^finmstanzi-tossed ships 
Whenever wind and wave kicked up 
And hapless vessels in distress 
Their flares gome up, gone down, gone out 
.'Stitt sent a desperate SOS 
The universal rescue shout 

The dots and dashes ditfit didit 
Did it fin* so long 

Ifs odd to think they won’t be there 
Their crotcbetfquavers in the air 
Dot dot dot dash - the letter V 
Hie wartime sign for Victory 
Was Beethoven's Fifth Symphony 
And Samuel Morse’s rhapsoefy- 
The tune stitt taried where he bid it 
Dufittodit dkfit dkfit - 
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Knights at the opera 

N ikolaus Lehnhoff h as some serious thoughts about his new production of Parsifal. By Edward Seckerson 
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T he secrets of Nikolaus Lehn- 
hoff’s forthcoming English 
National Opera production of 
Wagner’s Parsifal are con- 
tained on dozens of Post-it 
Dotes clinging litre a coded 

u, ihrS 

There are diagrams, there are 
cryptic messages, there are questions, 

fce^^answers.StfttH^fb. 

. The blocking is documented here well 
m advance of the first rehearsal - who 
stands where, with whom, and why. Like- 
wise movement is carefully prescribed, 
precisely tailored to the demands of the 
The positioning of the 48 Knights 
of the Grail adorns one page of the score 
like alternative notes on an alternative 
stave or primitive sketches relating to 
some ancient masonic rite. It’s aO very 
mysterious; all very mathematical. And an 
subject to change, af course. 

Lehnhoff insists that he is not one of 
thos e autocratic German directors whose 
first word is his last word - though he does 
refer to the score as his “Regie book”, 
which may be translated as “stage-man- 
agement*’ or “state-monopoly”. 

He arrives hot-foot from rehearsal, 
score in hand, ah eager and highly lo- 
quacious man who simply cannot wait to 
letyou in on his act ParsifaL , he tells you, 
has taken a long time to feed itself into his 
soul, almost as long as it took Wagner to 
write. Lehnhoff was always uncomfortable 
with it The music was a t tractive, but not 
the ethos surrounding it He had long felt 
that Parsifal had been hijacked for its 
religious symbolism. The character of 
Gurnemanz was not in his view, “the 
Evangelist of the St Parsifal ^ssian”. 
There was more, much more, to this 
piece than the triumph of Christianity over 
paganism. He would, in time, dig deeper 
Since signing on for the ENO production, 
three other companies (including our 
own Royal Opera) have approached him 
to do Parsifal “What was in the air?” he 
asks. BBs cue to do it 
Lehnhoff is a scholar of Theatre Histoiy 
and Musicology from the universities of 
Munich and Vienna. He grew up with 
scores such as Parsifal. He was weaned 
on Wagner He knows how long everything 
takes (“Useful for that species of opera 
director who actuary likes music,” he a dds 
pointedly). And he knows that the key to 
a thorough understanding of these prodi- 
gious (and elusive) works lies somewhere 
between the text which says one thing, and 
the music, which might say another 
He slaps his hand down on the vocal 
score, drawing my attention to the bizarre 
illustration on its coven a crumpled car- 
toon knight resembling something out of 
Asterix. “Isn't it extraordinary? Maybe this 
is how I should doPnrs#aZ,”he says, with 
sufficient conviction to have you wonder- 
ing if he might indeed be capricious 
enough to do just that He has a waspish 
sense of humour and a healthy cyni cism . 
It’s his way of wearing the scholarship 
lightly, of leavening the seriousness with 
which Germans traditionally labour their 
cultural heritage. 

Lehnhoff is very much a part of that her- 
itage, yet somehow apart from it He is bis 
own man, his own one-man shrra^ if you Bke 
- no agent no permanent posting, no ties. 



Nikolaus Lehnhoff grew up with scores such as “Parsifal’, and strives to find the meaning that lies between the text and the music Ko/pesh Lathigra 


Conditions (a schedule and environment 
conducive to work) are more important to 
him than money. Which is why he loves 
working at Gtyndebourne - scene of his 
hightypraised Janacekproductions (he re- 
turns there this summer for Smetana’s 
The Bartered Bride ) - and why he em- 
pathises with Wagner; who buflt bis own 
theatre - the Bayreuth Festival Theatre 
-in an attempt to insulate his works from 
what Lehnhoff amu s i n g l y refe rs to as “the 
fire-escape regime” of repertory opera. 

Lehnhoff spent 12 precious years at 
Bayreuth working with (and at this point 
serious Wagnerians wfll bend the knee) the 
composer’s grandson, Wieland Wagner, 
whom he assisted on (and really serious 
Wagnerians will now be prostrate) his leg- 
endary 1951 production of ParsiftiL This 
production was regarded as the summa- 
tion of all the then radical concepts of tight 
and space and dimension that Wieland ( a 
designer and photographer; had brought 
to his minimaVistic Bayreuth stagings. 

When Richard Wagner famously said 
that now he had discovered “the invisible 
orchestra” (the pit at Bayreuth is hooded 
from the audience's view) he would seardi 
for “the invisible theatre", Lehnhoff be- 
lieves that he had glimpsed the foture 
according to Wieland. Could less be more? 

LehnhofTs Parsifal promises less and 
more: an endgame for the turn of the cen- 
tury. He sees no point in merely playing 


out the rituals of Parsifal without seeking 
to confront and to explore the deeper and 
more uncomfortable truths that tie behind 
them. Parsifal he says in hushed, con- 
spiratorial tones, “is an opera about the 
homelessness of humanity in the 20th 
centmy". Each of the characters have lost 
their way, each has experienced trauma, 
each wanders aimlessly into an uncertain 
future, survivors in a wasteland. “This is 
a world longing for death," he says, “a 
world locked into a kind of standstill, 
stalemate - Tbfenstorre [rigor mortis]/ 

Lehnhoff 's { Parsifal’ 
promises to be an 
endgame for the turn 
of the century 

At the heart of his conception is the 
belief that the Knights of the Holy Grail 
and the perverted Christ figure of Amfbrtas 
symbolise the dosed societies, religious 
ideologies, sects, denominations and cults 
that divide us. “AH were founded with the 
best of intentions,” he says, “but instead 
of bringing humanity together, they have 
torn it apart - and all in the name of God 
Amfortas’s wound is our wound - 
mankind, civilisation...” And to heal is to 
regenerate, to find a common language 


with which we -the human race -can begin 
communicating again. 

And is that. wmnHvi lan g ua ge “Chris- 
tianity" in the purest sense? A new world 
order? An end to ideologies and religious 
in-fi ghting ? Lehnhoff will not answer 
direetty. preferring to to let the production 
speak for itself (though 30 or so minutes 
have now passed since he opted “not to 
give too much away”). AD he vrill say is that 
the character of Parsifal is “the force of 
nature”, the catalyst through which the 
healing process may begin. A new mille- 
nnium. A second chance. 

Like all trufy great works of art, Par- 
sifal poses more questions than it answers. 
Tbday’s answers are tomorrow's ques- 
tions. Lehnhoff may think he has discov- 
ered why the knights’ and flower maidens’ 
music share the same key (because they 
both represent the extended arms of 
power systems?), but that realisation 
may have more dramatic repercussions 
in Ms next production, or even the one after 
that AH he can hope to do for now is dearly 
to represent his current thinking on stage. 

Clarity was something he learned from 
Wieland Wagner. The rhythms and dy- 
namics of staging; stillness that 
gestures that mean something. Lehnhoff 
learned how and why an operatic character 
standing in one place for 20 minutes 
could be exciting . He learned about the 
power of a single, central metaphor. In his 


thrilling Glyndebourne production of 
Janacek’s The Makropoulos Case, the 
entire set moved inexorably, impercep- 
tivety throughout the evening, the ground 
literally shifting beneath the feet of the 
opera’s heroine, Emilia Marty, shifting to 
the rhythm of eternal life. Because life 
moves slowly when you’re 300 years old. 
The tension created was extraordinary, 
both music and drama heightened, ex- 
tended, stretched to the limit 
Being a musical as well as a theatrical 
animal. LehnhofTs relationships with 
conductors has always been unusually 
close. On Parsifal, Mark Elder has been 
present at every rehearsal - a rare oc- 
curence in opera, but one which mirrors 
the significant ties he established when he 
was assistant to such great names as Karl 
BOhm and Herbert von Karajan, who in- 
sisted that he was by bis sde in the pit 
during performances of ^feigner’s King at 
the New York Met with a hotline to the 
lighting booth (Lehnhoff to lighting con- 
trol: “More light on Wbtan”; lighting con- 
trol to Lehnhoff “Which one is he?”). When 
Lehnhoff told Karajan that Wagner took 
only 2 hours 4 minutes over Das Rhein- 
gold (Karajan’s favourite Ring opera), 
Karajan was determined to match it 
Back at the Coliseum, Lehnhoff will 
doubtless be reminding Elder of Wagner's 
speeds for Parsifal Drama, he’ll be say- 
ing: we're in the theatre, not in church. 


Violent 

steps 


Dance 

EDWARD II 

SADLER'S WELLS* 
LONDON 


NARRATIVE BALLET is not dead, 
although David Bintlcv has made a few 
duds on the way. His Edu'crd II. 
created for the Stuttgart Bui let in 1995. 
was staged for Birmingham Royal 
Ballet two years later and has been 
packing regional theatres ever since. It 
has been a long time coming to London, 
but it was worth the wait so that it could 
punch us in the face, and hold and 
horrify our attention. 

“A dark and bloody piece.” as Bintlev 
has said. Edward U is a two-net bullet 
based on Christopher Marlowe’s play it 
is a grown-up ballet, unusual in that its 
characters are nearly all men and that 
it deals with homosexuality Perhaps 
that is why Jasper Conran tries to 
introduce an occasional contemporary 
note in his costumes - to highlight the 
drama’s immediacy and present-day 
relevance - although the second half’s 
sudden shift to lounge suits jars as self 
conscious contrivance in his otherwise 
effective visual scheme. 

Homosexuality and the struggle for 
political power Edu ard II neglects his 
kingdom and alienates his wife Isabella 
in liis infatuation with Piers Gaveston; 
his barons, led by Mortimer, pitch the 
country into insurrection and enlist 
Isabella’s support. On the programme’s 
printed page, the synapsis reads like a 
dense tangle of opposing wills. Yet on 
the stage, the action sweeps you up in 
its headlong rush like a tautly plotted 
thriller, even if this is at the expense of 
choreographic subtlety. 

In this, Bintley is given tremendous 
support by his company. Wolfgang 
Stollwitzer - Stuttgart's original 
Edward, now a member of ERB - is a 
compelling and liandsome focus as the 
anti-hero king, a golden figure whose 
irresponsibility leads to his tragedy. 
Sabrina Lenzi is a lovely Isabella, toe 
frightened and vulnerable young bride 
arrived from France. Joseph Cipolla is 
a suitably thunderous, looming 
Mortimer, the arch-manipulator who 
seduces Isabella in his search for 
political might It says a lot for the skill 
of the choreographer and his cast that 
they manage as the story* progresses to 
turn the tables on our sympathies, so 
that by the end Edward is the martyr 
and Isabella a deserved outcast 

Their duets vividly encapsulate the 
emotional twists and turns. And so do 
Bintley’s sensational set-pieces, such as 
toe one presenting toe horrible disarray 
of civil wan with criss-crossing lines of 
combating forces, and among them the 
appalling spectre of Death. Meanwhile, 
John McCabe’s score rumbles and 
pounds, re-enforcing the drama's every 
twist and Peter J Davison's sets prove 
wonderfully sinister. Do see Edward U: 
there is a lot of violence and dying, but 
you will enjoy it. 

NADINE MEISNER 

Booking: 0171 - 863 8000. A version of this 
review appeared in later editions of 
yesterday’s paper 



The man who shot the Sixties 

Lennon, Jagger, Marianne Faithfull... John ‘Hoppy’ Hopkins photographed them all 
in their prime. And only now is his work being discovered again. By Chris Amot 
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THE POET Allen Ginsberg 
was naked apart from his un- 
derpants. Arid his underpants 
were on his head as he da n ced 

happily on his 40to birthday at 
the party that went on all 
night in a basement in 
& Chelsea. John Lennon turned 
” up, took one look at Ginsberg 
in the buff and said: “You 
can’t do that in front of birds.” 
Weil, it was 1965 andTbko was 
still some way in the foture. 

John “Hoppy” Hopkins 
photographed them aB, and 
many more. His picture of 
Ginsberg’s party-piece is part 
of an exhibition of his photo- 
journalism which opened on 
Monday at the light House 
gallery in Wolverhampton. 
The photos cover a compara- 
tively short period: starting in 
i960 when Hopkins gave up 
his short career as a nuclear 
physicist and finished in 1965 

when he began to drift into the 

psychede li c scene in London. 

Now 61, be fives in a bleak 
part of Islington. His collection 
of 1300 negatives would haro 
continued to languish in a rard- 
AF board box were it not for a 
^anpp meeting with Evelyn 
Wilson, curator at the light 
House. Of the 30 photographs 

he has chosen, most were used 
by broadsheet newspapers, or 
in Melody Maker, Queen Mag- 
azine or Peace News. 

A few are being published 

for toe first time, notably two 
atmospheric shots reflec ting 
toe seeefiness of Netti ng H ill 
in toe Sixties. One shows a 
bloated tattooist at work on, 
the fleshy back of a young 



John Hopkins with Julie Felix and Michele Poole in Trafalgar Square in 1968 


woman, toe other a rubber 
fetishist in the kitchen of 
his bedsit What mak e s the 
picture intrigmngis toe very 
ordinariness of his surround- 
ings. His rubber boots are 
planted on mock-parquet Hno. 
IBs rubber pants are leaning 
against a draining board 
cluttered with Lux, Vim and 

Otto- household names, lb his 

right is toe sort of water 

heater that would now be con- 
fined to a museum. 

No wonder Evelyn Wilson 
says: “These pictures seem 
rey for removed from today.* 
Another shows a summer 
dawn streaming in through a 
window at Alexandra Palace to- 
wards the end of a Rolling 


Stones "all-nighter”. A couple 
are dutching each other on an 
almost deserted dancefloor 
and they’re wearing overcoats 
- not eraetty fashion items for 
all-night ravers in toe Nineties. 

The Stones feature' else- 
where: Brian Jones with bis 
back to the audience at the ADy 
Pally Mick and Keith barely 
awake before hmch in a Soho ■ 
caff. So clear is toe print that 
you can traces of acne on Keith 
Richard’s unfined face. 

IPs toe freckles that catch 
the eye in a close-up of Mari- 
anne Faithfull, looking young 
and virginal in 1965. 

“She was so beautiful,” says 
Hopkins, “that people under- 
estimated her intelligence.’' 


Not something you could 
say about Allen Ginsberg who 
is pictured in the same yeai; 
fully clothed this time, ad- 
dressing toe Poets of Our 
Time reading, a key event in 

the development of the Sixties 
counter-culture. 

“It was toe first time people 
could look around and say: 
Hey, there are 7,000 here, or 

however many holes it takes to 
fill the Albert Hall,’" says 
Hoppy who, by toe following 
yeai; had become something (rf 
a hippy. He was one of those be- 
hind a well-meaning but failed 
attempt to improve education 
for black children in Netting 
RUl The London Free School 
set up in a burnt-out basement 


“Vie were cooking on open 
fires on an earth floor,” he 
says. “It was film something 
out of the Middle Ages. But it 
wasn't successful because we 
weren't good at organising.” 
As his money from photo- 
journalism drained away he 
had the bright idea of a fund- 
raising gig and the even 
brighter idea of using a young 

band managed by two friends. 
They were called Pink Floyd. 

After three “mobbed-out" 
gigs in a church hall, Hopkins 
found them a better venue The 
UFO opened in Tottenham 
Court Road on December 23, 
1966, and stayed open all night. 
It was Britain's first psyche- 
delic nightclub. Jimi Hendrix 
would call in and jam. Various 
Beaties “hung out" there. 

Hopkins enjoyed the music 
birt his first love, one suspects, 
is jazz. Indeed, his favourite 
photo is of the hands of Tfa- 
elonious Monk playing the 
piano in Birmingham in 1964. 
It is, indeed, a beautiful pic- 
ture, toe ebony and ivory jux- 
taposed with beautifully fit 
black hands protruding from 
white cuffs. But what makes 
it even more special to toe 
man behind toe camera is 
that it has been signed by 
Monk himself. A photograph- 
er who has known so many 
celebrities can still be a bit 
star-struck. 

Pop, Protest cmd Psychedelia 
by John “Happy” Hopkins is 
at the Light House, Wolver- 
hampton, until 28 February 
(01902 716055) 



40 Weekends 
in New York 
to be won with 

Talk Radio and The Independent are flying 40 pairs of 
winners to New York for a weekend in March in our 
Talk to New York' Competition. Throughout February 
there are 2 New York Weekends to be won every weekday. 


How to Play 

Tune to Talk Radio and listen for 
the Avenue and Street No.s for 
one of today's two locations, 
identify it on the map opposite 
and you could be a winner. 

When to listen to Talk Radio 

For your chance to win a trip for 
two to New York listen to Talk 
Radio at these times every 
weekday: 

8.20am The Big Boys' Breakfast 
with David Banks & Nick Ferrari 

10.20pm James Whale 


How to find Talk Radio 

1053 and 1089am across the UK 
and in the following areas: 

1107 am: Boston (Lines), Gatwick, 
Liverpool, Lydd (Kent), 

Paignton (Devon), Southampton 
1071am: Newcastle, Nottingham 
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One child in five suffers mental stress 


By jebemy Laurance 
H ealth Editor 

PRESSURES ON children to 
succeed and mollycoddling by 
parents who fear for their 
safety are turning out a young 
generation that is emotionally 
iTHfprntp and at an increased 
risk of mental breakdown, a 
report cla imed yesterday. 

One in five people aged four 
to twenty is estimated to suffer 
from problems, ranging from 
bed-wetting to anorexia, which 
significantly disrupt their lives. 

The toll of mental ill health 
has been rising in aH developed 
countries since the Second 
■World War and neglect of chil- 
dren’s emotional needs in the 
modern world is to blame, 
according to toe report, fay the 
Mental Health Foundation. 

In a three-year study, The 
Big Picture, published yester- 
day, which examined more than 
1,000 pieces of evidence, toe 
foundation concludes that chil- 
dren are failing to thrive 
emotionally are becoming less 
resilient and less able to cope 
with the ups and downs of fife. 

It says children are repre- 
sented as "evil demons” or as 
“dolls and angels” but not as hu- 
mans, and that an aduft-ceotred 
society treats them as "design- 
er accessories or pampered 
pets”. The pressures on them 
to achieve are enormous but too 
little is done to help them to 
bund toe resilience they need 
to cope when things go wrong. 
"Huge sums Care invested] in 
our children’s intellectual abd- 
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‘Children most be allowed to try things and be free to experiment so that they develop their own abilities to solve problems’ 


Photonica/Gunnar SmoHansky 


ities and there can be no rea- 
son for not investing in their 
mental health and emotional 
intelligence,” toe report says. 

Although welcoming recent 


government initiatives on chil- 
dren and toe family toe report 
warns that they “still pussyfoot 
around toe fundamental fact 
that the root cause of so much 


dysfunction in individuals, in 
families, in schools, and in 
society as a whole is poor men- 
tal and emotional health.” 
June McKerrow; director of 


tiw foundation , said risk-taking 
fay- children was an essential 
part of growing up, bat toe 
oreiragmented lives imposed 
ly w orried parentehad reduced 


their opportunities to learn 
from their mistakes. 

“Children must be able to 
plan and take control, they 
must be allowed to try things 


and be free to experiment so 
that they develop their own 
abilities to solve problems. 

“We know some things wiD 
go wrong and others will go 


right and then they can choose 
where to place their energies." 

Ms McKerrow said many 
social problems, such as 
unemployment, were beyond 
toe power of governments to 
solve and people had to be 
emotionally prepared to cope 
with the consequences by 
extending their personal re- 
sources and interests. 

Schools played a key rule but 
there was "huge concern*' 
about toe narrowness of the 
National Curriculum. For pri- 
mary school children, playing 
with their peers was an im- 
portant part of their develop- 
ment, but this is under threat, 
she said. 

“Teachers say they have had 
to cut toe playtime of five-year- 
olds by up to half and drop 
singing lessons in order to 
make more time for arithmetic. 
There is no time to build emo- 
tional intelligence - it is all 
focused on the three Rs." 

By changing social attitudes 
to children, many of toe risks to 
their mental health could be 
reduced. But for those chil- 
dren who succumbed to the 
pressures and showed signs of 
failing to progress at schoolin' 
found it difficult to make 
friends, early intervention was 
needed in toe form of treat- 
ment, counselling, peer support 
or specific initiatives such as 
anti- bullying programmes. 

"A fundamental shift in 
society is needed to accept that 
’mental* health can be a posi- 
tive as well as a negative state,” 
Ms McKerrow said. 


Unbeatable 
PC Packages 



PC WORLD 


THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 







PACKARD BELL 

400MHz Intel® Celeron 111 Processor 

64Mb (Fast 100MHz) SDRAM, 6.4Gb Hard 
Disk, 512k Cache Memory, 32x Multimedia, 
8Mb 2x AGP ATI Rage Pro Graphics, 

56k Modem, 15* Colour Monitor, Over £1000 
worth of software t including Windows 98, 
Word, Works, En carta 98, GCSE English 
& Maths, Total Annihilation, Actua Soccer 2 
and much more. 

MODEL: Pulsar C400. 

gogl FREE COLOUR FLATBED SCANNER. 
MODEL: Primax 9600 

@53 FREE COLOUR INKJET PRINTER. 
MODEL: Lexmark CHI 00 

PC WORLD PRICE 


HEWLETT PACKARD - ULTIMATE FAMILY PACKAGE 




400MHz Intel^ Celeron™ Processor 

64Mb SDRAM, 6.4Gb Hard Disk, 128k Cache 
Memory, 4x DVD Drive, 8Mb 3D 2x AGP ATI Rage 
Pro Turbo Graphic^ 15* Colour Monitor, 56k 
v.90 Modem, Windows 98, MS Works, Quicken, 
Money 99, Encarta 99 World Atlas and more. 
MODEL Hewlett Packard Pavilion 6405. 
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today! 
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FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE CALL HOT HUH 

•On ell PCs end prtfltws over £250. Credit Protection limirmra (CPI) « optional and will prated your payments in case of accident unemployment or ittnws. CPI it not Included in the monthly repayments unless otherwise stated. 
TYPICAL EXAMPLE :(Wltho«rt CPI) CtrthPnce £699. Ho Deposit and 4S monthly payments ol £20.66- ratal amount payable £99 1.6& Minimum puira®i*&M.Subieetlo status. Wftitxeflqiiaa(ionsevailflbte(ram;OeptMlUPCMCU«tindsAmn<i«. 
Kernel H e m p stead HP2 7TC. The Intel Inside logo, Pentium, Celeran and MMX an Registered Trademarks of dm Intel Corporation, t&ased on ament selling prices actual or equivalent tides (excluding disks and manuals or pre-loaded 
software). *B«ws lor illustration purposes only. 


Women find 
home less 
satisfying 


MORE WOMEN than ever be- 
fbre have become increastagty 
disenchanted with toe state 
of their family life, according 
to a new survey published 
yesterday. 

La the survey conducted by 
themontotywomen’En 
Prinux, seven in ten said that 
home life was fear satisfying 
than ever before, blaming lack 
of time and toe cost of childcare. 
Ftety-ane per cart said they (Ed 
not have enough time to fulfil 
their domestic and profession- 
al tasks satisfactorily; while 31 
percent said the Government 
should help by providing state- 
sponsored nurseries for work- 
ing mothers. Same 80 per cent 
said tax relief was toe best mo- 
tive for manying, and staying 
married. 

The survey examined wom- 
en's attitudes on a wide range 
of family issues. They were 
asked about toe competing de- 
mands of children and work, 
single motherhood and the im- 
portance of marriage. There 
was strong support for mar- 
riage with 78 per cent describ- 
ing it as vital for stable famil y 
life and 54 per cent saying di- 
vorce shouM be made more diF- 


By Kate Watson-Smyth 

ficult ijimehing the survey, 
Tony Blah; toe Prime Minister 
said families were under more 
pressure than ever before. 
"Cherie and I have always tried 
to make sure we have, time for 
each other and the bids,**, he 
Said. u Wb do live in a goldfish 
bowl, so it’s all toe more im- 
portant to keep your feet on the 
ground and by to make life as 
normal as possible for our- 
selves and toe children." 

Tessa Jowell, the Public 
Health minista; said: “The sur- 
vey has captured a very dear 
snapshot of attitudes to famity 
life in Britain today- a strong 
vote of confidence goes to fam- 
ily life and the importance of 
marriage.” 

The report, based on 1,000 
replies, was part of a campaign 
by Prima that is intended to in- 
vestigate aH aspects of family 
life in Britain. 

The mn gflzrnp said the sur- 
vey had posed “fundamental 
questions which offered the 
women of Britain the opportu- 
nity to help toe Goveram«it de- 
velop strategies that will shape 
family life in toe future” 


Mobile phone 
failures exposed 


BY CHARLES ARTHUR 
Technology E<fi tor 

MOBILE PHONE companies’ 
coverage often does not match 
toe promises of their advert- 
ising, according to a study 
produced for the telecommu- 
nications watchdog OfteL 

Despite claims by toe four 
mam networks that they cover 
almost 100 per cent of the pop- 
ulation, in practice making a 
phone call can be a frustrat in g 
experience with, for example, 
up to 25 percent of calls being 
cot off (taring rail journeys for 
users of toe Vodafone network. 
Even in cities, users of One 2 . 
One’s service can And that only 
91 per cent work, which means 
that almost one phone call in 10 
may "drop out” mid-sentence. 
The best on both counts was 
Orange, where 97 per cent of 
city calls and 89 percent of rail 
calls were successful 

Oftel commissioned toe sur- 
vey, from Fresh fields Commu- 
nications, after the networks 
refused to offer their- own ■ 

Imto py iti Mit R gii ppg that might 

help prospective users to decide 
which was the best network 
. “There needs to be darky so 
that people can compare toe 
quality of service between n^r 
works to get toe best deal,” said 
Oftel r s director-general, David 

Edmonds. . 

He will repeat the- survey ■ 


For all dries 


Orange ?£■ JC 

Vodafone 9?. ;K. 

Cellnet jj* ££ 

One ro One ^ *]SS5 :.k_ 
For rail journeys 
Orange ^ 

Cell nee iJ8>J 

One toOrra'Sp ?#. 

Vodafone 'M': Y4. 

Sarat FrestiBcM Communteationa 

rmipais the companies - Or- 
ange, One 2 One, Ceftnet and 
Vodafone - start offering such 


The survey used comput- 
erised equipment to by to 
make 90-second calls in three 
cities - London, Edinburgh, 
and Cardiff - and on rail hues 
between- London, Edinburgh, 
Crewe and Cardiff. 

The railway coverage was 
noticeably variable. "On the 
trains in rural areas, much 
lower caU success rates were 
experienced, which, of course, 
will contribute significantly to 
customer dissatisfaction on 
those routes,” toe report noted. 

The networks said that they 
are worfcmgon ways to offer 
comparativeihformaliotL . - ' 
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The human volcano 

_jid Taghmaoui s anger fi rst exploded on to our screens in La Haine. Hollywood has been on his trail ever since, 
JjtMorocco s first bona fide film star is the last person to compromise with 'show business'. By John Wrathall 



s 


iiigfa mrnm* 

*§ ^***wita* 
[kpftWb 'TfWt* 

to **** 

«%£« Ww# 

«r •« 


?“f Taghmaoui complains of 

51 am criss-crossed 
tne Atlantic between Italy 
i he has just finished a 
film- Los Angeles, where he is 
T Preparing his first Hollywood 
role, and London, where he has flown in for 
toe premiere of Hideous Kinky and a Ion£ 

“ tt T ,iews - But you wouldtft 
Iook at hnn. A moment ago he was 
? round m Byfie Park for the 
photo^aphen and now, in a deserted disco 
m the bowels of the Dorchester; he is pre- 
tending to be a DJ, miming over imaginary 

dm« as he scratches his own conversation 
" Oh my god, tch tch tcfa tch, oh my god..." 

It doesn’t take a great leap of nnagina- 
tom to see why director Gillies MacKinnon 
(who launched a number of young Brits in 
Small Paces) cast him as Bilal, the irre- 
pressible Marrakesh acrobat who takes up 
with a young English hippy (Kate Winslet) 
and her two daughters in Hideous Kuiky, 
an adaptation of Esther Freud's novel, lb 
prepare for the role, Tbghmaoui spent a 
month training as an acrobat before plying 
his trade in one of the world’s most com- 
petitive arenas - Marrakesh's seething 
centra] square, the Djemaa el Fna. 4 *VSm 
have to be really strong to get the attention 
of all those people, n he si ghs. But somehow 
Fm sure he managed. 

Hideous Kinky lights up whenever Tagh- 
maoui is on screen. "He’s a volcano," says 
MacKinnon. “Even when he’s physically put 
a Hd on it, you can tell by his eyes that it 
could all erupt at any moment” Before act- 
ing. Taghmaoui was a boxer; and it’s easy 
to imagine him strutting about in. the ring, 
arms raised in triumph. 

Born and brought up in Pans, the 
youngest of 10 in a family of Moroccan im- 
migrants, Taghmaoui remains intensely 
proud of his Berber heritage. His family 
come from near Essaouira, itself something 
of a magnet for hippies in the Sixties when 
Jfrni Hendrix hosted parties on the beach 
there. When not extolling the culture and 
tradition of his spiritual homeland, Tagh- 
maoui is keen to promote its strengths as 
an ideal film location. “Morocco has the best 
light rve seen in my He,” he says. “And good 
professionals, - a lot of movies are made 
there, with the best directors in the world." 

A couple of years ago, when Taghmaoui 
was acting in The Garden of Eden, one of 
the Italian biblical epics that seem to be per- 
manently shooting at the enormous Atlas 
Studios outside the southern desert town 
of Ouarzazate, Scorsese was across the way 
shooting Kundun, with the High Atlas 
standing in for Tibet 



Said Ibghmaotii: ‘All the blah, blah and the fashion are just show business - cinema is different* 


“King Hassan is very proud of me,” Tagh- 
maoui states matter-offectiy. It’s easy to un- 
derstand why; Taghmaoui isn’t just a 
one-man tourist board, but the first Mo- 
roccan to mate it big in international cin- 
ema (with the possible exception of- 
Fassbinder’s muse and sometime lover; El 
Hedi ben Salem, who mmi* to a bad end, 
hang in g himsrff in a French ja3). Tagh- 
maoui won’t be drawn to speculate on Mo- 
rocco’s future when Hassan, who has kept 
a tight grip on the country for nearly 40 
years, finafiy dies. But when the conversa- 
tion strays to neighbouring Algeria, the vol- 
cano suddenly flashes again. “Of course this 
country’s forked up, after 150 years Of colo- 
nialism, ” hp snaps “Tmagm*^ I fwmgfnymir 

house and say to your children, ‘You’re not 
allowed to speak English. The first person 


who speaks English, I will fuck his mother’ 
Imagine this for 150 years." 

The anger in his eyes will be familiar to 
anyone who saw La Haine, the film which 
rocked France in 1994. An explosive day in 
the life of three disaffected young men from 
the troubled banlieues of Paris, it revolved 
around Taghmaoui’s Said, the character we 
follow from the film's opening shot, and the 
only one still alive at the end. Taghmaoui 
was only 21 when he helped director Math- 
ieu Kassovitz write La Haine , which went 

on In win fhp. scrip! u/rilipg prize at f>npgs 

“A lot of things happened when La Haine 
came out" he says wistfully ‘Teopte burned 
cinemas in France. But you think a movie’s 
going to change anything? A revolution is 
made with weapons, not with movies." 

After La Home's international success, 


Taghmaoui was courted by Hollywood, but 
never found a script be Hked. He got to meet 
Ibm Cruise, but he remains defiantly un- 
fazed by celebrity, including that of his 
Hideous Kinky co-star Winslet who since 
shooting the film in Morocco in 1997 has 
been transformed into the star of the Most 
Successful Ftim of All Time, complete with 
entourage. (She is holding court in a neigh- 
bouring room - presumably why we’re at 
the Dorchester in the first place J 

“When you’re really hungry and you have 
nothing to eat" Taghmaoui asks rhetorical^ 
"who is impressive then? Maybe an apple 
is impressive. Whafs important fe what you 
put in the movie- on lapdUcule -because 
that will stay All the blah blah blah, thefesb- 
ion, is just show business. But cinema and 
show business are two different tilings. 


Tom Craig 


Sometimes they have to deal together, 
that's alL" 

However; Taghmaoui has succumbed to 
the lure of Hollywood, and is about to star 
alongside George Clooney in Three Kings, 
a film about the Gulf War by David 0 Rus- 
sell, known for the spiky comedies Spank- 
ing the Monkey and Flirting with Disaster. 
Hollywood has had a pretty blinkered view 
of Arab issues - “horrible, racist" is how 
Thghmaoifi describes the depiction of Islamic 
terrorists in True Lies and Executive De- 
cision. But Three Rings, he says, win break 
the mould. “According to this film, the war 
is only for oil not to saw Kuwait" he sal’s. 
“Ifs Apocalypse Now for the Gulf Wan" The 
volcano, you sense, is almost ready to erupt 

Hideous Kinky’ is reviewed opposite 


Double 

Bill 

CLAUDE MILLER. 
DIRECTOR O ¥ CLASS TRIP’ 
ON HIS IDEAL 
CINEMATIC PAIRING 



THE SEARCHERS 
{JOHN FORD. 19561 
BREAKING THE WAVES 
(LARS VON TRIER. 1996) 

I HAVE chosen these two films 
not because of their relevance 
to the history of cinema, but 
mare because they have 
formed an integral part cf the 
history' of my own emotions. 

In The Scorchers. John 
Wayne is a violent, racist 
Indian hunter. Towards the 
end he pursues his niece. 
Natalie Wood, who was 
abducted at an early age and 
raised by Indians. When 
Wayne catches up with her. 
you think her time has come. 
But he picks her up in his 
arms and says: - Conic* on 
Debbie, we an* going home." 

In Breaking The Wares. 
Emily Watson has been raised 
in a very strict puritanical and 
religious way. and has just 
married the man of her 
dreams. She calls him from a 
phone box to tell him 
explicitly, and rather crudely, 
how much she loves him. 
Especially his big knob. 

Cinema can show how 
emotions erupt and change 
the course of one life, 
breaking the barriers that 
make a person follow 
unwritten rules bred into 
them through education and 
culture. Watching these two 
films together. I would expect 
the public to be deeply moved, 
their emotions challenging 
their preconceived ideas and 
stereotypes, if any. 

It can’t hurt to spend five 
hours completely captivated. 
Being a film-maker, I do not 
believe in analysing too 
intellectually the films l enjoy. 
I leave this to the critics. 

Interview by 
Jennifer Rodger 


VIDEO WATCH 

mike Higgins 
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The X Hies Movie (15). 
available to rent now 
In which our heroes, Mulder 
and Scully (David Duchovny 
and G illian Anderson) retire 
to Kent to take an evening 

course in crop-circle-making. 

Not really, more’s the pity. 
But you don’t half wish 


creator; Chris Cartel; could 
have let the director; Rob 
Bowman, stray from the 
spooksTf spaceships formula 
for the show’s big-screen 
outing. 

It’s the usual suspects: 
secret governments and 
aliens, this time in cahoots 


with a plan to recolonise the 
earth. What coherence there 
is, is down to the residual 
strength of the TV show’s 
characterisation and its 
exploitation of millennial 
conspiracy mania. Bowman, 
however; departs from the 
television series in letting rip 



with the special effects: 
there’s nothing coy about the 
depiction of parasitic aliens 
or their vast breeding- 
stations (both of which are 
rip-offs of Alien and that ropy 
Eighties serial V). 

High and Low (12), 
available to buy, £15.99 
You wouldn’t have thought 
Akira Kurosawa would be an 
Ed McBain fan, but sure 
enough, the American 
writer’s novel is the source of 
this tense detective thriller. A 
boy is snatched in the 
grounds of a wealthy 
industrialist Kingo Gondo 
(Toshiro Mifune), but it isn’t 
long before everyone, 
kidnapper included, realises 
that it’s not Gondo’s son but 
his chauffeur’s who’s been 
taken by mistake. 

Regardless, the kidnapper 
TwflintJiinR his demand for a 
ruinous ransom. 

The first hour is given 
over to Gondo's quandary. He 
finds it difficult to show the 
same willingness to meet the 
kidnapper's demands when it 
transpires that it’s not his 
own flesh and blood at risk. 

Once the plight of the 
kidnapped child is brought to 
a head, however Kurosawa 
moves from the sweaty 
theatre of Gondo's sitting- 
room to the streets of 
suburban Tokyo, it’s a 
complete change in tone to 
the first hour or so. 

The methodical ingenuity, 
as well as humanity, of the 
police sweep you along until 
an abrupt conclusion brings 
you up hard against the 
pitiful desperation of the 
kidnapper 

Metro land (18), 
available to rent riow 
Philip SaviHe's adaptation of 
Julian Barnes's novel is 
studiously crafted and 
thoroughly duH It’s 1977 and 
Chris (Christian Bale) 
doesn’t know what panics 
him most* Ms mortgage, Ms 
marriage, his job or Ms child. 

Baffling^, Savffle seems to 
think that Chris’s dilemma is 
unexplored cinematic 
territory and he takes 
laborious pains to dramatise 
that old chestnut 
responsibility vs desire. 
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How will you 

A six-month sabbatical from work - it 
sounds like a dream, but it could be part 
of your job contract. By Kate Hilpern 

T aking a gap year, employers planned grcrwtiL “Where possible, suggest 
are increasingly reoognis- Aw'ng a 

ing, is not such a bad thing, absence - keeping you up-to-date with 
If you’ve travelled, you'll changes,” says Balcombe. 
have gained independence, a GiffianCarm,37,recaitiytookafiveyear 
sense of adventure and an career break from her job at Abbey Na- 


? 


T aking a gap yeas employers 
are increasingly recognis- 
ing, is not such a bad thing. 
If you’ve travelled, you'll 
have gained independence, a 
sense of adventure and an 
appetite for challenge. And even if you 
spent it at home, you’re likely to have 
gained some bind of additional expertise 
Imagine, then, how much more em- 
ployers could gain from providing their 
staff with a chance to take a break during 
employment “One assumption is that 
they’ll lose money as well as suffering from 

employees losing touch in their absence,” 

explains Angela Baron of the Institute of 
Personnel and Development “But more 
and more organisations are realising that 
it allows employees to take timeto self-de- 
velop, to fulfil their dreams, and to return 
to work with renewed enthusiasm.”' 
Apple Computer is perhaps at the fore- 
front erf sabbatical programmes in the UK 
After five years’ service, it forces staff 
members to take a one-month paid break, 
on to which they can add annual leave. 
“It gives people a chance to do that Aus- 
tralia trip, or take up a course,” says a 


planned growth. “Where possible, suggest 

absence - keeping you up-to-date with 
changes,” says Balcombe. 

GiffianCarm,37,recentfytnokafiveyear 
career break from her job at Abbey Na- 
tional. “You Ye got to be pro-active about 
keeping in touch -it's so easy to lose con- 
fidence when you’re away from your desk, 
especially when, like me, you’ve spent the 
timp at home bringing up children. 7 ’ 

It’s also essential to ensure that em- 
ptoyos make careful plans inryourretum. 
Rachel Howarth, 28, took eightmnaifas off 
in 1997, after working as a customer ser- 
vices manager at Tftsco for 18 months. 
“Upon my return, I was given instant ad- 
vice on relevant opportunities - and soon 
afteu was promoted to personnel manag- 
er m a bigger stare, and am set to become 


duces staff to stay wito the company as well 
as working hard because there’s such a 
generous reward. For some, it's more en- 
ticing than a promotion.” 

Likewise, at McDonald’s, a paid leave 
of eight weeks is given to employees with 
ten years’ service. “Often, employees 
amply use the time to reflect what direc- 
tion thefr career is going in -so when they 
return, we have the benefit of getting the 
very best oirt of them, "comments spokes- 
woman Fenella Burns. 

Even career breaks - which are gen- 
erally longer than sabbaticals as weQ as 
bemgunptdd-caubeaefitconqiaxdesenar- 
mousfy says Angela Baron. "If the choice 
is between losing a good employee that 
you've invested a lot of effort and money 
in training, or allowing than a year off to 
climb a mountain or bring up their kids, 
there shouldn’t be any contest” 

Itesco, for instance, finds its enhanced 
career-break scheme an effective way to 
retain people with stills and knowledge, 
as well as avoidingany costs ofrecruiting 
newcomers. Like most schemes, the su- 
permarket chain’s allows qualifying can- 
didates to take up to five years off work. 

Naturalb?maityempk5^ require a for- 
mal interview first In this case, says Jean 
Balcombe of the Industrial Society it is es- 
sential to identify your real value to your 
employer, the costs he or she would have 
in replacing you; your stills, -experience 
and knowledge; and howyour plans fit into 
your employers’ future development and 


Ttesco realised that there is a lot of com- 
petition in the retail market far head-hunt- 
ing staff, and they were careful not to let 
that happen with me. It's worked, because 
they’ve been so caring that I wouldn’t want 
to work anywhere else.” 

Perhaps surprisingly, some organisa- 
tions have an extremely tow take-up rate 
for career breaks. This is ceitainfy the case 
at county council offices. Simflarfy at 
Unflever; it is reported that very few male 
employees tote up the option, while 
women only tend to use the break if 
they're having children. 

“Many people -especially graduate re- 
cruits who have not beffli with the company- 
long - maybe concerned about not fad- 
ing needed,” ex plains organisational psy- 
chologist, M&ryAitkinhead- 

Another explanation is that, in an un- 
certain job market, employees are con- 
cerned that the job may not be there when 
they return, or that theSmplacement may 
prove more competent There is also, of 
course, the potential loss of income, even 
in paid leave, if large bemuses or individ- 
ual performance related pay is a normal 
feature of employment And there are 
some drawbacks forthe employer; such as 
toe danger that disgruntled staff will take 
a sabbatical or break and then resign. 

Nevertheless, research carried out fay 
Conference Board recently found that 
over 24 per cent of participating US or- 
ganisations now offer such breaks, and 
Britain is not far behind. “Graduates are 
at a particular advantage,” says careers 
advise Camilla Saunders. “Not only be- 
cause they have theoppeertunilyto take a 
belated gap yeaq but also because it’s an 
excellent opportunity to step in and prove 
yourself as a replacement when youhear 
that a colleague in a higher position is tak- 
ing leave of absence.” 



A sabbatical or career break gives you the time to pursue unfulfilled dreams. 


Steve Peake 


a-z of 

EMPLOYERS 

THE MET OFFICE 


Ages 148 

History: The Met Office began as 

part of the Board of Trade, led by 
Vice-Admiral Fitzroy— better known 
as Captain of the Beagle, which took 
Darwin on his voyage of discovery. 

In the early 1900s, the office moved 
to the Air Ministry; it’s still an 
agency of the Ministry of Defence. 

But since April X996, it has operated 
as a Tp ^ng Blind, with one 
shareholder; the Government 

Address: Based in London Road, 
BracknelL 

Ambience: Renowned as a friendly 
organisation with a team j 

environment and with some 
independent work. Much of the { 
office rs open-plan, although there’s ! 
a dress code and staff are expected 
to be smart - particularly those who i 
appear on telly. j 

Vital statistics: The office’s annual j 
revenue approaches £i55m, with toe 
largest customers the MoD (£54m) , 

and the public Met Service (£36m). 

It also provides forecasts for 
commercial customers (£24m). It 
employs just under 5L200 people in 
-more than 80 locations. 

Lifestyle: Staff work 37 hours per 
week net- There’s also ^poitunity 
for foreign, travel, especially for 
conferences and seminars. 

Easy to get Into? Up to 3,000 
graduates apply every year; with just 
200 vacancies. You don’t, however; 
need a specific grade of degree. 
Relevant experience is also taken 
into consideratkm. Sandwich 
placements and summer work 
experience is also a possibility, 
graduates should apply by letter; 
enclosing a CV. 

Glittering alumni: Bill Giles, 
erstwhile television presenter; is just 
one graduate from the Met Office. 

Pay: Starting pay depends on toe 
job and experience. Its decided at . 
interview stage, and pay is thence 
onward performance-related. 

! Trateing: Foundation training is 
available in R&D, IT or forecasting. 
There’s also training at toe Met 
Office College. 

Fkcffltfes: Staff canteen, “small” 
bar; gym, sports and social 
associations. 

Who's the boss? Peter Ewins has 
been chief executive since August 
1997. Before he joined the Met 
Office, he was MoD Chief Scientist 
Rachelle Thackrav 
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I need a new path Sabotage - it’s all the rage * 


HELP DESK 


Hacking, fraud - ‘industrial dime’ by disgruntled staff is on the rise. By Meg Carter 


YOUR CAREER PROBLEMS SOLVED BY THE EXPERTS 


The problem 

1 am 51 -years- old and have 
been a probation officer for 26 
years. Although I am 
reasonably good at my job and 
have survived changes at 
work, I would welcome the 
stimulus ofa different type of 
job before I retire. My skills 
include interviewing 
techniques and answering 
individuals; one-to-one or 
group counselling; the 
preparation of clear and 
concise pro-sentencing 
reports forjudges and 
magistrates; interacting with 
solicitors, psychiatrists, social 
workers etc: supervising 
potentially dangerous 
offenders and sex abusers and 
the keeping of records. I have 
a mortgage and three children 
and would thus be unable to 
live on a very low income 
whole re- training. I would not 
consider a teaching job 
because of the profession’s 
low morale. I dislike driving 
and would prefer not to live in 
another county. I am looking 
for a salary of about £23 k. 

H TOMKIN. DEVON 
The solutions 

Joanna Crigg, author cf ‘Portfo- 
lio Working: A Practical Guide 
to Thriving in the Changing 
Workplace' (Kogan Page, 

£12.991. says 

Wow! What a fantastic array of 
skills. You have also survived 
workplace change and welcome 
mare. That’s what you need 
“out there”; specific stills plus 
the right attitude. But how 
much effort are you prepared to 
put into it? Three children and a 
mortgage sap toe energies, and 
re-training from scratch wont 
solve the salary needs. Try a 
“directions"-fype career and 
lifestyle assessment. You are 
“thinking" rather than needing 
to make change now. You have 


time to research, network, plan, 
gain additional skills or start a 
business on the side. See if you 
can do your job part-time. Bay 
with ideas and see how toqy pan 
out Anything is possible; it’s 
true for some people at some 
stages in their development 
Are you ready? Find out 

Elaine NichoBa, Head of Career 
Development, Career Psycholo- 
gy Ltd, (Trafalgar House, II Wa- 
terloo Place, London, SW1Y 
4AU, 0171-976 1010 h says: 
Making a career change at any 
time of your fife is a difficult and 
often unsettling experience. 
Having worked in toe same 
profession for all of your 
working life can render it even 
more problematic to identify 
transferable stills and 
aptitudes. That said, tins is a 
very exciting time for you 
because more people are 
mating work changes than ever 
It is possfole to mate a positive 
change without experiencing 
too much financial if 

you seek the right kind of 
professional advice. Career 
guidance consultants and 
occupational psychologists can 
give you this objective 
professional advice by using 
psychometric tests to identify 
areas of Interest, personality 
traits and aptitudes. They win 
also take into consideration 
practical issues such as 
personal or geographic 
limitations, your experience 
and, as a result, identify career 
options for you - many of which 
you may not have been aware 
of. Ybu will also find it easier to 
absorb advice offered by an 
independent professional 
As a result you will have a 
dearer insight into your 
personal characteristics, 
interests and abilities. Having 
assessed the options offered, 
you should then have a stronger 


idea of how to transfer your 
skills to a specific and more 
rewarding career. Good 
consultancies will provide 
advice on CV compilation, 
interview technique and job- 
seeking strategies. 

Carolyn Brmtmsea, Training 
HetpU ne Manager, Surrey 
Training & Enterprise Council, 
says: 

Changing career direction after 
26 years is a serious decision. 
You state that you are 

reasonably good at your job; my 
guess is that 26 years of 
experience means you are very 
good. In addition, you have a 
dear picture of your skills - 1 
would suggest that you visit 
your local careers office ami use 
toe database of occupational 
information to help you identify 
potential career opportunities 
Your local TEC or Employment 
Service Job Centre will have 
details of thetype of job azut 
skin shortages in the area. 

Ybur chosen new career 
direction may require you to 
train. A Career Development 
Loan - which is a deferred 
repayment, interest-free loan 
while you train - can pay for the 
cost of vocational training and 
any associated costs, such as 
living expenses. You can borrow 
between £300 and £&0G0 
(repayment starts one month 
after you complete training). 
Whatever you do, always base 
your decision on as much 
information as posable. 

Interviews by 
Cabmen Middleditch 

Jf you have a work problem and 
toant expert advice, unite to 
Carmen Middleditch, Fast 
Track, Features, The Indepen- 
dent, 2 Canada- Square, Canary 
Wharf London Eli 5 DL; fax 
0171-293 2182; or e-maSh 
c^ddmg^independenLco,vk 


THE TIME comes when you reafise 
just how much yotfvegw® your em- 
ployee That you’ve cancelled your 
weekend to meet that Monday dead- 
fine more than once to a while, and 
you regularly work late in toe office. 
You’ve been diligent and loyal, and 
you fed confident that payback time 
is just round the corner. 

Imagine your frustration, then, 
when toe promotion you’re hoping 
for goes to someone else. Do you 
take it on toe dun, ordo you getyour 
own back hy throwing a metaphor- 
ical spanner in the works? Accord- 
ing to new research, a growing 
number is opting for the latter. 

“Industrial sabotage” is on the 
increase, concludes a study pub- 
lished by toe American Society of 
Industrial Security. In fact, Ameri- 
can corporations are losing mil- 
lions of dollars each year due to 
disgruntled employees taking 
revenge on their employers. 

Dubbed “work rage” by some, the 
retaliation, covers a broad range of 
fr rmi carving malicious graf- 
fiti into the door of the office loo to 
planting computer “bombs” that 
can cripple an employer’s entire IT . 
network. It is now the biggest se- 
curity worry for nine outof ten US 
bosses. And although far less re- 
search has been carried out in the 
UK, anecdotal evidence confirms 
we’re catching up fast 

Organisational psytoatogists talk 
of a dramatic shift in the nature of 
the once mutually respectful rela- 
tionship between employer and em- 
ployee. Once there was an unwritten 
expectation that an employee pro- 
vided loyalty and service fora set 
working week in exchange for a 
salary and job security: Recession, 
hewt^ led to growing pressure on 
employers to keep costs m check, 
resulting in dwindling job security; 
increasing shOTt-term contracts and 
a move towards more autocratic 
management styles. 

It is againsttois backdrop that an 
increasing number of employees 
are growing frustrated. Tb add insult 
to injury there are more ways for 
them to get back at their employers 



Frustration can make employees want revenge Hutton Getty 


than ever before - and toe potential 
damage they can cause can be ex- 
tremely significant - says Cary 
Cooper; professor ■ tfoiganisational 

psychology at UMIST 

‘’Before, ft singly came down to 
tampering with a bit of machinery. 
Now; one individual person can cre- 
ate enormous am a t m fey of damage 
for an organisation by removing 
material from a computer system mr 
infecting documents with a virus. It’s 
even passible to target an attack on 

one particular person - perhaps to 
puttoeminatedhght" 

Three particular types of work- 
place circumstances are Uhefy to 
pusbirtftabteenpiqyees tohttbacfe, 
Professor Cooper befieves. “Some 
may be driven by insecurity Perhaps 
they dent fed that enough is gang 
on within their department -so tiny 


to generate more work for them- 
selves,” he says. 

Alternatively, an emiric^ might 
seek to tamper with his or her 
employer’s systems in a misplaced 
attempt to take an ethical stance on 
th^ employes activities or meth- 
ods of operation. In the public sec- 
ton David Sbayier is toe classic 
example of a displeased employee 


fay toe University of Nottingham 
Business School, middle managers 
are particularly Iflcefy to defraud as 
they hare in-depth knowledge of how 
their firms work and how to cover 
thefr tracks. Official figures showing 
£5bn of serious fraud every jiear in 
the UK is toe tip of the iceberg, 
claims toe report. 

Small wonder; then, that for 
younger people entering the work- 
force, the controls and checks used 
by a growing number of recruiters 
have never been greater. “Industri- 
al sabotage" is best countered fay 
installing safeguards - such as pass- 
words, restricted access and back- 
up systems - in the workplace, Mr 
Beadle believes. Same companies 
have even introduced surveillance 
systems to keep an eye on staff 
Other measures include more rig- 
s want revenge HiMon Getty crons employee vetting. - 

“While employee screening can 
fighting hack. In a commercial set- never give an employer a 100 per 
ting, whistIe-blowing might involve cent guarantee of safety it can higi- 
leakrng commerdalfy-sensitzve light applicants who could pose a 
materials to the press or worse, a potential risk by revealing a series 
company’s competitors. of short duration employment, or 

Peter; a 27-year-old computer evenevideace^tmjpaiagwithS^ 
pro^anmaec admits that promotion or systems before,” he says, 
of a less experienced colleague - The extent to which today’s 
above him tempted Mm to act less younger employees fed dxsgnm- 
tban professionally. *1 tampered tied and want to hk back at their em- 
wifhthe system and corrupted some players as a result, remains to be 
files, and then made a point (rfbeing seen, (fooffictingreseardi suggests 
on hand to sort it all out," he says, that on the one hand, they are just 
“I felt at the time it made me look «s awitwHnaiq as th^tr predecessors, 
good, but now 3 fed quite stupid. I but less likeiy.to accept the status 
was lucky so one caught me - and quo, while on (he other; they are 
that Icotdd sort things out before it more in tune with theNineties style 
was too late.” . of management. 

Not everyone, however; is so ret- ‘‘Today’s graduate recruits pre* 

leant. One displeased ' junior for the Nineties employer’s ‘new 
piptoyee working for a forge med- dear,” believes Mr Conway “They 
ical insurance company dumped a areyoui^andopen tonewidessand 
host of medical records, stole toe want to work more flexibly. Younger 
back-up and then tried to blackmail recruits respond well to perfor- 
the insurer for tbeir return. mancerefoted rewards rather than 

Fraud - which covers a wider rewards based simpfy on longevity 
range of white-collar crime from rftemn«-toe<Mapi»t»dL” 
mafiefous damage to theft - is also British employers may stand to - 

antoemcrease.'ThreeoiftoffotfrlK . IpsetessfrommbiitaHev^^ 
campanfesbarc suffered it in some tomtoefrAmcgit^ miam-far th#* 
form in the past five years, according time being. Even so; Mr Beadle 
to a survey published earfier this says, a growing number are 
yean And according to a new report mjwflEng to take toe risk 


of a less experienced colleague 
above him tempted Mm to act less 
than professionally. *1 tampered 


but less likely to accept toe status 
quo, while on (he other; they are 
more in tone with theNineties style 


‘Today’s graduate recroits pre- 
fer the Nineties employer's ‘new 
dear” believes- Mr Conway “They 


want to work more flexibly. Younger 
recruits respond well to perfor- 
raaneefeiated rewards rather than 


OfteBure-tofinMflppr nach. ” 

. British enqrtqyers may stand fo~ 
IpseiessfrttthmfrritafafeworiEfo^ 
.ttoto^AmfflKancotohB-torflie 
time -being- Even -so; Mr Beadle 
says, a growing number are 
unwffimg to take the risk. 
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•Head CKef 
Deputy -Head Ckef 
■Hostess 

Applicants must have at least five years 

S aPPfedfor. preferably 
m a five star properly in Thailand. 

2*™^ h ««*«■«, 

To apply, please send your 
curriculum vitae to: 

TJ e Personnol Department 
Tne Royal Lancaster Hotel, 
Lancaster Terrace, London W2 2TY. 
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Have you yet to settle into u enjoyable and 
lucrative career? 


vriunn onr ntUln-miliiOD pound publish 
bus ^^ advertising sales division has United I 

ti^teiprofes^pn^^p orr fargergrst year' 
eomjeBsstdp.;^ banns. 

mnd beat m our, sector, and ot&tnrimng ax tf; 

iSSRB&aajBRSaaeLi 

attitude. Gaff me today, Tor a positive i 
a hoat your future. 


John Bcncmar: 0171 917 9949 


GRADUATES 


toefcof oppommfSes wtmm a Pic paHHdng group; 
forgradoare caflDre tadMduais to negotiate advertising 
c onfrotfs wBh chief executives of lags ronw rofl orffi 
voridwWe. 

Otr publications ore esttbHshed, audited titles of the 
highest standard. 

REWARDS 

• Structured training with ongoing career development 

• Baste+com mission or Idgfc commission £30-£50k 
yea me 

• Performance related bonus 
Benefits; Private health, company car 
Incentive: Fast track to management 
Location: Central London W1 


CALL RECRUITMENT ON 0173 -753 



YtHlner 


PRODUCT MANAGER 
POWER TRANSMISSION 

E25-Z7.5k + Car + Usual Mngo banaOta, North lot 
FPT (Untad KJngttan) tMU to ■ taadtag ntffcoal dUrtwtor at ftmr 
TmunljBlon, Gwred Hobs and Buttoga. 

Vh» saak ■ MM «|»riMnd Product lianagwho tan mctmMW 


■ Mn. 10 yews ftxror TtojiantaJon distribution Nperiancs 

■ Tedrtcd quaHesttm and abOy lovatn otaa 

■ 1Oyooia8alesA»nmflrctela»p0fBnc*hira*tr6*oftfancJiDpK«aon3 

■ Knowtedge ol imVwU* sswttra at FT proAxax 

■ Operatlonel mnaoaniani ovl atodi control wporianca 
aAcustonw^xuaedaoproech 

■ An nMBy in gmr and cqmpSnam piockct ranpn 

■ AlocusonprototfOBate 
a AMty ro had (mm the trcmi 


Ownmarool support and Uafor Acaxnsdhg. 

Canddan who can retacao to Btaekbun and ««i » h»w a orar In PT 
and Baorhg dtaotukin thouU sand *■* CV Rx 


CMUDptar Gnrntj ■ Managi ng Uook FPT (IWad Khgdnot Ud, 
PO Box 28, Whmobfc tadund 
Fax: 01254 887407 


Ettata, Blacktwra, Lane* BB1 58R. 


SALES CAREERS FOR GRADUATES 15K 


Sales Associates is recruiting for the most progressive and 
successful media groups m the UK, whose products 
include Magazines, Newspapers, Exhibitions, Conferences 
and Business information, 

Exciting opportunities exist for recent graduates who want 
to pursue a career in sales. You must be able to 
demonstrate good interpersonal skflls, be motivated by 
success and have a great sense of humour. In return our 
efients wH offer a competitive basic salary, comprehensve 
training, outstanding career prospects and a woriang 
environment where the emphasis is on er^oyment as wefl as 
had work. 

or Paul on 0171 687 18(8, 

or fax you CV on Of 7f 582 8398 


S»'_r- As',QC-.«» Lro. (RSC. Cons.). South Bank House. 
Buck Psi-JCE Road. London SE 1 7 SJ. 




8 you would IKott find ow mow about bri ng «wp ta|»d 
in the USA for the summer w woifciig ata summor comp, 
TtanctxnBteonertouropestaiwronte: 
Hrforn-tTOMl Ml vtO«* ««r *«• 

The Media Rocwn. VMwlminsJBfConlral Ml. swors w 
London on Wedr-wtoy. fo b 630 - B.g fcm _ 
Or aom to oar olllea ttar raw tala, imt p«st panmtiem 
and even taavaaa MwvlawaK 
Tubs 2"* Fettumy. 10am - 5pm 
Wod3 ,0 FebruKy,2pm-Bpm ■ 

Thura 4® Fefaruafy, 10am -5pm 
For a free Wormatwn pack and more, data **- c ontact 
CCUSAjWEUSA. 6 Richmond HH, Richmond. 
S^TWIOSOX Tet 0181 332 2952. 


\trt L1IW tr rw 

WANTED BY BUStf HJtNBliaGH AND GIASCOW Q^C5 
Must have passed NBCE RWS 1, 2 ^and the 
successful Applicant will also be proficient in 
Conaead & Thompson techniques 
Salary c£25k 
Appty with CV to 
LEAH Healthcare Sendees 

an r-aslte Street, Edinburgh EH2 6AT 


ant for 
to mention* 

1 7 heir, 

^when replying 
» adverts 



Attention all 
doctors l 
. AD spedaffltes wanted 
■ London teaching f — 3 
. PrtvatB hosptei g»,-^- 

‘.EL-J&Sl 

contiUons 

camaqra^ftabacUvari 

rftpadart BtaMl proa^e** 
MUtrflOlfc 
aw MmflcalOBOlBf 5148888 
offaxywvCVImmaaBiolyto 
Biei5S9 1218- 


FAST TRACK, GENERAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Tw fa xvMimtftf tndjpiduah are sauebt . . , 

Practice Head - IT Search - St. James, 
£160,000 OTE 

A quality Technology Sean* house in St. James 
seek an exceptional Practice Head with afl of the 
usual qualities. 

Practice Head - IT Telecomms Search - 
Mayfair, £155,000 OTE 

1 A major Search house's Telecomms practice seek 
a Pra ctical Head with expertise within this 
demanding arena and of course all of the inami 
qualities. 

Please contact: 

The Hon, Matthew SL John Richardson upon 
0171 664 6368 (ptive). 

11 Golden Square WLR JAF 
P/Fax no: 0171 287 9050 
Mail: DirectAfp^aoLcom 



direct approach 

Alt ea 1 i 9 B 5 c arch St ccltllm 



If you're thinking of re-training, but money's weighing 
you down, a Career Development Loan can help you- 
You can borrow up to £8000 and not pay anything 
back until you finish your course. The leans arc 
Government sponsored through selected High 
Street banks, and the Government will even pay 
the interest while you're studying or re-traming. 
Which should get you off to a Hying start. For 
an information pack simply aO 0800 58 55 OS or 
send the coupon to Career 
Development Loans, Freepost 
WA 15 2L Warrington WA4 IBR. 

Nirae | Mr nix. Ml. Mrs-. I 


Ttfetihgw **: ; nV 

Train now, pay later j 

with a Career Development Loan. ; 


KEEP WARSHIPS AFLOAT 
UNDER EIRE as a Graduate Engineer. 
Engineering degree required. Salary 
after 2 yrs training: £25,152. Annual 
leave 36 days. Responsible for 
technological battle readiness, 
working with propulsion /control, 
weapons sensors and communication 
systems, airframe integrity, avionics 
and watertight integrity of ships/ 
submarines. Other officer duties in cl. 
mairagmg/motivaimg team of engineers. 
For further info., send coupon or 
tel. Royal Navy 0345 300 123. 


ROYAL NAVE THE TEAM WORKS. 


Send lo: The Boyol Ifevy and Royal Marina Ctancn Sendee, Depi BH03006, FREEPOST GL 672, 
Cfacnccos, Qot GU IBR. Pfa xamp needed. hnp^AnvwjoyxLnwyjmxUik 


Name (Mr/Ma) Raeruune: 
Address: 


Surname: 


.PoMcodK. 


JIHephone: Diy_ 


JE veiling- 


Date of Birth: 

Vfc m «ygl nppm- M m cupkiytn iMdcr the Rn I MH — Ad rod Mfamc capMa rod ■ppHrofcro from afl 
odndc group*. NamDf yoa diodd kne ben > UK irridam far tho pro» 8w* yan. 


Management 

Consultant 

Arthur D. Little is one of the world’s leading management 
consultancies, with more than 3000 staff working in 50 offices. 

We advise senior managers in all the major industry sectors and 
help them create value through innovation. We are now seeking a 
Consultant for our Travel, Tourism and Hospitality practice which 
is based in London. 

Candidates must have a good 1st degree followed by an MBA 
from a leading International Business School. An in-depth 
knowledge and at lease 10 years’ experience of the Travel/Airline 
industries is essential and will include strategic and market 
planning, financial assessment and control, and computer 
selection, planning and implementation. You should be fluent in 
both English and French and have a good knowledge of at least 
one ocher European Language. 

Applications in writing with full curriculum vitae 
should be sent to: Edel Moroney, Arthur D. Little 
Limited, Berkeley Square House, Berkeley Square, 
London W1X GEY. (Closing date 12 February 1999). 

Arthir D Little 


EASTER COURSES 

AT 

Hertford College, 
OXFORD 

A-LEVEL and GCSE 

Cherwell Tutors long established Easter Course. 
Intensive tuition in a demanding yet stimulating 
and friendly environment. 

Tel: 01865 242670 
Fax: 01865 791761 


m Manchester Blodong tor 

with skills in herbal 
medicine, Kupouctuic sod 
, A vniveiHty degree | 
t required with at least 15- 
K yew3 relevant experience. 

Salary will he around 
£ 12 - 1 6 K. Please contact US 
Tet#161 275 6351/ 

As 4161 M5 7978 


Graduates in Touch 


ABERYSTWYTH OLD STUDENTS | 

tnocfadkxi re-wdon Eaa' 
weekend. Far dataBa contact j 
Lofllee Pwtdna oA 01B7O.6SSD81 
of MW* tapgebflfjmk. 


TV/FILM EXTRAS 
WANTED 


(resardless of Age, Sex or Looks) 

Opportunities nationwide 
No experience required 
FULL OR PART TIME 
Excellent rates of pay. 
Send SAE for details to: 
TV/Film Extras, 26 Ihifelgar St, 
Ashton under Lyne 0L7 OEX 



VTHE INDEPENDENT 
THE INDEPENDENT 

ONSUNEMY 


FAST TRACK GRADUATE 
OPPORTUNITIES EVERY THURSDAY 



PSYCHOLOGISTS 



m 

n 

1 IM 

SI- 

PRISON 

.RMOP 


H M Prison Service is now seeking women and men from all ethnic backgrounds with the right 
qualifications and qualities to work as psychologists. Forensic psychologists in prisons undertake a 
range of tasks including the management and delivery of offending behaviour programmes. Abo work 
is undertaken with Ptisan Service management and staff including consultancy, staff training and 
research. The work will vary depending upon the requirements of individual posts. 

Applicants must have a degree in Psychology (22 or above). Relevant experience and/or an MSc in 
Occupational, Forensic or Clinical Psychology is highly desirable. Further training will be provided. 

Posts are available in England and Wales. These appointments are permanent and pensionable. The 
starting salaries, which are dependent on qualifications, experience and level of appointment will be 
in the range of £14,501 - £27,092. Recruitment will take place in April and Interpersonal and bask 
professional skills mil be assessed using an assessment centre based approach. 

For more details and an application form (to be returned by 19 February 1999], please write to Capita RAS. 
Innovation Court New Street Basingstoke, Hampshire R621 7JB, or telephone 01325 7451 70 (24 hours) 
or fax 01256 383786/383787. Internet: httpy/wwwrasnetcojjk/ Please quote reference B4I44. 

The Prison Service is on Equal Opportunities Employer 


CAPITA RAS 



Area Sales Manager 

(Commercial Vehicles] 


Location: Greater Londan/SoulhEast 


Mercedes-Benz Finance Lid provides a wide range o( 
finance, leasing and irawance services Id purchasers d 
Mercsdes-Berc osmrrercial vehicles foraugti an on-line 
computer linked Id Mercedes-Benz dealers. Launched in 
1990 and flighty arasssful tire Ccmtcny Its a rapifiy 
growing portfolio. 

Reporting to the General Manager, Commercial Vehicles 
Sales, you will oe responsible tor managing the 
Mercedes-Benz Dealer network within ytmnerttoryand 
promoting end developing pro&Jtis within the network. 
This position will also involve training assistance and 
direri feme sales support la Dealer sBff when leipiJmd 

Candida® 3uM be educat'd to Degree level and have 
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Back on the bench - for now 


With the Law Commission and High Court already 
on her Cy could Mary Arden be the first female 
judge in the House of Lords? By John-Paul Flintoff 


D ame Mary Arden 
is packing up 
boxes. It is her 
last day in the 
office and she has 
desks to tidy, 
shelves to dean 
She is quitting her squat, modern 
building oft Gray’s Inn Road for 
premises that are a little smarter, at 
the Royal Courts of Justice. 

Since January 1996, Arden has 
been chairman of a quango called 
the Law Commission, with the task 
of keying the law up to date and rel- 
evant That post has come to an end, 
and now she is returning to work as 
a full-time judge in the Chancery 
Division of the High Court 
The Chancery Division still bears 
the stigma of Dickens’s Jaradyce vs 
Jamdyce in Bleak House, which 
dragged on inexorably as the heirs 
litigated over their inheritance. As 
she says, “Non-specialists expect 
Chancery work to involve only the 
landed gentry, but that is far from 
being the case.” She win frequently 
have to deal with bankruptcy cases 
and cases where individuals chal- 
lenge their local authority. The 
Chancery Division is also where 
George Michael’s case against Sony 
was heard, and Paul Gascoigne’s 
contractual dispute took place. 

Such cases may be fasrnnatrng, 
but supporters suggest that she 
will not be staying in the Chancery 
Division for long. Arden, aged 52. has 
been widely tipped as the next 
woman to go to the Court of Appeal 
(there is currently only one). And 
with youth on her side, she may even 
become the first woman judge in the 
House of Lords. 

This is long overdue. It has been 
several years since a woman was 
appointed to the Court of Appeal. 
The last 17 appointments to theHigh 
Court and above have all been men. 
Critics of the current system of jud- 
icial appointments, which depends 
on word-of-mouth recommend- 
ations, say that it excludes women. 

The former chairman of the Law 
Commission and her husband, Mr 
Justice (Jonathan) Mance, are the 
first husband and wife to work to- 
gether at the High Court Arden re- 
calls one lunch time in February 
1997, when she received a call from 
a journalist asking whether she 
knew that her husband was “last 
seen being followed by a woman with 
a gun". The woman, distressed by 


.the outcome of a child custody 
battle, had pulled out a gun in court 
Recalling that incident Arden is swv 
prian^y calm: “I told them I had no 
further information," she recalls. “I 

fett mnfiitent font, if my foi shftod h**d 

been hurt, I would have been told.” 
The gun, it transpired,wasfeke,but 
no one knew that at the time. 

Fbllowingprivate school in Liver- 
pool, and Girton College Cambridge, 
Arden studied at Harvard and then 
joined Gray's Inn. Specialising in 
co m m e rcial law, she took silk in 1986 
and became a judge in 1993. She ad- 
mits that she knew relatively little 
about the Law Commission before 
she joined it in 1996. “If you are in 
practice, then you are keen to know 
the answer when a dient rings - or; 
as a judge, what you should put in 
your judgments - but you tend not 
to know much about how the law is 
reformed,” she says. 


A journalist asked 
Arden if she knew her 
husband was being 
followed by a woman 
with a gun 


The Law Commission monitors 
common law established over the 
centuries by the courts, and statut- 
ory lawpassed by Parliament With 
its slogan of working for better law, 
it also makes recommendations to 
keep the law up to date and relevant 

Since the commission was 
founded in 1965, 70 per cent of its re- 
ports have eventually been imple- 
mented, but the process is slow, 
despite the fast-tratk procedures for 
measures which have the support of 
all political parties. One recent DTI 
BUI, pro v i din g for interest on late 
payments of debt, stemmed crrigi- 
nalfy from a Law Commission report 
published as long ago as 1978. 

Occasionally, says Arden, there 
can be a swift progression from 
research to law itself, as happened 
recently with a mortgage fraud 
measure that was included in the 
Theft Amendment Act 1996. And she 
has not been slow in handling the 
criticisms that the commission has 
faced -herappearance on Radioes 


Ibday programme showed that she 
was more than capable of explaining 
the hurdles it faced. 

But since the change of govern* 
meat in 1997, a backlog has built up. 
The last year of the Conservative 
government was “fallow”, and the 
Labour Government has been too 
busy with other legislation to 
implement some of the outstanding 
recommendations. The Lord Chan- 
cellor, Lord Irvine, has acknow- 
ledged that “there is nothing more 
frustrating for the Law Commission 
(ban producing repots which are of 
high quality and flxyjust gather (hist 
in Whitehall unnoticed.” 

Since 1968, the commission has 
had a long-term aim to codify crim- 
inal law. “In Canada,” she says, “for 
just $25, you can walk into a 
newsagent and buy a copy of the 
code that would probabfy fit into your 
jacket pocket That means that the 
police — a n d lay magistrates - c*» n 
have a copy available to refer to at 
any time; and also as a matter of 
princqriet it is right for citizens to 
have an accessible code." Various 
areas have already been scrutinised, 
including offences against the 
person, involuntary manslaughter 
computer misuse and rape within 
marriage. 

Last month, the Home Secretary 
gave the go-ahead to the commis- 
sion's proposals to allow hearsay 
evidence - from frightened or in- 
timidated witnesses, or those who 
have died or are too ill to attend 
court That provoked opposition 
from civil liberties groups - but re- 
cent Law Commission proposals 
relating to (fivoroe also upset groups 
on the right so the view is that the 
commission is probably steering a 
safe, middle course. Arden predicts 
that the process of codifying crim- 
inal law wffl be finished within three 
to five years. 

As for what the next fewyears will 
bring for this woman barrister’s 
role model, she inevitabfy plays 
down talk of fortb^jHtwnotion, say- 
ing that she looks forward to sitting 
again in the High Court. She insists 
that she has not even discussed pro- 
motion with the Lad Chauedloc But 
when pushed to comment about 
the House of Lords, she admits: “It 
would be fun”, before hurrying back 
to clearing the shelves and packing 
the boxes. Who knows where (hose 
boxes maybe unparked again in the 
not-too-distant future? 
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Dame Mary Arden, who this week left the Law Commission to return to the High Court 


Nicola Kurts 


Justice for the not-so-rich 


TOWARDS THE end of last year; 
The Sim published a “sleaze- 
orneter" review of sexual scan- 
dals, listing a number of Labour 
MPs supposedly involved in 
affairs, divorces or incidents of 
improper sexual conduct since 
the May 1997 general election. 

The article included a ref- 
erence to Helen Brin ton, MR for 
Peterborough, implying that a 
complaint about noise coming 
from her constituency fiat was 
caused by some undefined 
sexual activity. She was, in fact, 
giving a dinner party. 

Mrs Brinton issued a writ for 
libel through her solicitors, 
Peter Carter-Ruck and Part- 
ners, “because the article was 
quite plainly nctf onfy wrong, but 
also totally and utterly defam- 
atory". In an out-of-court 
settlement last month. The Sun 
agreed to pay “substantial" 
damages to the MB and to 
print an apology in the paper 

But without the cruteh of a 
conditional fee agreement 


‘No-win, no-fee’ deals mean we can all afford lawyers. 
So look forward to lots of litigation. By Alison Clarke 


(CFA), Mrs Brinton says sbe 
could not have brought the 
proceedings. 

“It is usually high earners, 
often in the entertainment and 
publicity fields, who have the 
resources to bring these 
claims. This no-win, no-fee 
arrangement makes it easier 
for people at all levels, includ- 
ing Labour MPs - not just the 
very rich - to take action 
against those who tzy to smear 
their names.” 

Conditional fee arrange- 
ments allow lawyers and 
clients to enter into an arrange- 
ment whereby the client pays 
next to nothing if he loses, but 
the lawyer can charge a suc- 
cess fee if he wins. Although the 
solicitor can, in theory, increase 

his usual charges by a 


premium of anything up to 100 
per cent, the Law Society rec- 
ommends a cap of 25 per cent 
And their research shows that 
the bulk of solicitors are keep- 
ing to this voluntary limit. 

Although CFAs were first 
introduced in 1995, lawyers 
were initially restricted to 
offering them to claims for per- 
sonal injury, insolvency or 
human rights issues. Then in 
July last yeai; the scheme was 
extended to cover all civil pro- 
ceedings - except family law 
cases - as a way of ensuring 
greater access to justice, but 
this was also seen as a way for 
the Government to trim the 
legal aid budget 

That prompted solicitors 
Peter Carter-Ruck and Part- 
ners to launch the first scbeme 


moat in defamation cases. Alas- 
dair Pepper, a partner at the 
firm, expiates that “because 
legal aid has not been available 
in defamation cases, the prin- 
ciple of justice for alT has been 
blighted. This new scheme 
should help some to seek 
redress who might not previ- 
ously have been able to." 

But there are still risks at- 
tached to the scheme. Although 
the client does not pay his 
lawyer's costs if he loses, he is 
still liable for any disburse- 
ments incurred (such as bar- 
rister’s fees) and any costs 
incurred by Ms opponent Most 
solicitors recommend that 
would-be litigants take out 
insurance to cover such an 
eventuality, although this is 
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ultimately the diears decision. 
The cost of the one-off 
premium varies enormously 
depending on the scale of the 
proposed litigation and the 
Gkdy costs involved. 

MoreimpartazUfy a soEdtor 
will only accept a case on the 
basis of a no-win, no-fee 
arrangement if he or she thinks 
it has a good chance of success. 
Ruth Collard, another partner 
at Carter-Ruck who acted for 
Helen Brinton in her Haim, 
says that there are no hard and 
fast rules for establishing the 
UkeEbood of success. Much 
will therefore hang on the 
judgement of the so lid ton But 
one thing is certain, the greater 
the risk for the lawyer; (he 
higher the success fee is 
likely to be. 

Although the extension of 
CFAs may encourage litiga- 
tion - Ruth Collard reports a 
tenfold increase in inquiries 
since the launch of their 
scheme - the Law Society 
insists that, it is still a for cry 
from the situation in the US, 
where lawyers can take a slice 
of their client’s winnings. 
Known as a contingency fee 
agreement, it is unlawful in 
this country even if a client 
wants to proceed an that basis. 

As to what the impact of 
CFAs on defendants is likely to 
be, Thm Crone, alawyer for The 
Sim, says it will be negligible. 

“We get libel claims aU the 
time. Wfe don’t publish articles 
thinking that they might pro- 
vofce a possible claim. We try to 
get it right, but when we don’t, 
we say sony and qttickfy retract 
what we wrote. Just as we did 
in the Helen Brinton case” 

Although CFAs are unlikefy 
to produce an explosion of liti- 
gation, US-styie, the attraction 
of no-win, no-fee agreements 
will undoubtedly encourage lit- 
igants who might otherwise 
have let the matter drop. Which 

is good news for lawyers and 
bad news for the defendants, 
whoever they may be. 


Human rights hope 


MORE THAN 50 years ago, 
the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights 
trumpeted that “if man is 
not to be compelled to have 
recourse, as a last 
resource, to rebellion 
against tyranny and 
oppression, then human 
rights should be protected 
by the rule of law". 

No one questions how 
difficult it is to pursue the 
perpetrators of crimes 
against humanity. But in 
cases of genocide, the 
answer begs the question: 
are we really to believe 
that an international rule 
of law exists, and that it is 
effective? 

That is not to say that 
there has not been 
progress. Last July, a 
statute was adopted in 
Rome by the international 
community which stated 
the intention to set up a 
permanent International 
Criminal Court. Although 
74 nations have signed, 
including the UK, Croatia 
and Chile, a sizeable 
nu m ber: including the 
United States, has not yet 
ratified the statute. If (hose 
participating countries do 
not ratify the statute soon, 
an opportunity will be lost 

But there are glimmers 
of hope. In May this yean 
the Appeal for Peace 
Global Conference will take 
place at The Hague. One of 
its purposes will be to spur 
efforts towards ratification 
of the Rome statute, which 
fa currently bogged down 
in politics and complicated 
procedural discussion. 

There have already been 
a number of moves on a 
more individual leveL Two 
weeks ago, with seven 
other senior British 
barristers and one High 
Court judge, I spent a 
weekend at the ad hoc 
international court for war - 
crimes perpetrated in the 
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BRUCE HOULDER QC 

forma: territory of 
Yugoslavia. This is a truly 
international court, but 
with a narrow remit We 
were there to train lawyers 
from other jurisdictions, 
but we also learned much 
ourselves. Justice Louise 
Arboiu; the court's Chief 
Prosecutor, hailed the 
weekend as a success. But 
her own experience in 
Kosovo the same weekend 
was not as fruitful, as her 
authority was insufficient 
to persuade Serbian 
officials who appeared to 
be determined to deny the 
right of the foternational 
rule of law. 

But, generally, this court 
is proving successfuL The 
prosecutors we met were 
realistic individuals who 
are determined to give the 
rule of international law a 
good name. What they 
want fa a permanent court 
to prosecute those who 
commit genocide wherever 
it occurs. In the meantime, 
the nations who shrink 
from the final step of giving 
the Rome statute real force 
are effectively ruining any 
chance of bringing to 
justice those responsible 
for genocide. 

Closer to home, the 
Pinochet debacle tthe 
rehearing is set to end this 
week) would have been 
entirely unnecessary if 


there had been a 
permanent criminal court 
If Chile had failed to 
prosecute, the statute 
would have permitted 
international intervention. 
The general could have 
been tried already. Instead, 
decades on, we have a 
challenge in the English 
courts, by the Spanish 
government with other 
interested nations each 
seeking justice for their 
wronged citizens.. 

The issue of human 
rights affects us- all Last 
year, the Prime Minister 
said that the Human 
Bights Act established “a 
firm foundation - and not a 
ceiling - for human rights". 
And surely the ceiling and 
roof above that edifice 
should be a permanent 
court which, bv its statute, 
recognises all 'those 
instruments that underpin 
human rights and 
freedoms adopted by the 
international comm unify in 
the last 50 years? 

A humbling message 
was delivered last 
December when another 
partj’ of barristers went to 
Bangladesh, one of the 
poorest countries in the 
world. So, it was with some 
justification that one of 
their distinguished Low 
Commissioners, Justice 
Naimuddin Ahmed, asked 
us alt “Can those great 
peoples who are the 
architects of nearly lua 
human rights instruments 
postpone space 
exploration, nuclear tests 
and the manufacture of 
nuclear weapons, and 
divert their resources from 
Uiese ventures until those 

instruments really become 
meaningful?" 

Bruce tfouWor QC fa 
ewirman of the public 
affairs committee of the 
Bar Council 
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Bull market creates global imbalances 


® taken as axiomatic by 
®®ny economic commentators 
mat rifaare prices are vastly over- 
*alued, especially in the US. and 
t^t this will lead to a major mar- 
and economic crash in the 
^yearortwo. Without question, 
®is is the most important and dif- 
«cult topic in the world economy 
way. so it deserves careful eval- 
uation. 

The price of equities today is 
equal to the sum total of future prof- 
its, discounted back to the present 
by a suitable interest rate. A rise 
in equity prices might therefore 
signal one of several things - that- 
^spected future profits have risen 
m real terms; that the appropriate 
real interest rate used for the dis- 
counting process has faiipiy or 
that expected future inflation has 
risen relative to the discount rate, 
for example. 

If either of the first two events 
are occurring, then it is perfectly 
appropriate for asset prices today 
to rise relative tc consumer prices, 
and there is no case for monetary 
policy to seek to offset this. On the 
other hand, if the third factor is at 
work, the increase in equity prices 
is signalling that expected future 
inflation has risen, in which 



Gavyn 

Davies 

The risk of mishap would 
be significantly reduced if 
Europe would ease 
monetary and fiscal policy 


monetary policy should be tight- 
ened today even if the present-day 
CPI is well behaved. The rise in 
equity prices would then be rapid- 
ly reversed. 

Which of these three factors is 
in fact dominant in present cir- 
cumstances? According to many 
pessimists, the third fectoris dom- 
inant, in which case the equity bull 
market has been a bubble.. If this 
view is right, then the bubble 


should be burst forthwith by the 
central banks. Howevec this is not 
the conclusion reached by Goldman 
Sachs* equity strategists. Accord- 
ing to their calculations, the entire 
rise in global equity prices in the 
past five years has been driven by 
the first two factors -a rise in real 
profits, and a drop in the real bond 
yield They also calculate that the 
equity risk premium built into the 
US stockmarket today is around 2.5 
to 3 per cent, which is roughly the 
average level of the risk premium 
seen in the past 40 years. (The ex 
post excess return earned on eq- 
uities relative to bonds has been 
doser to 6 per cent per annum in 
toe US, button is evidence to sug- 
gest that this ex post excess return 
has been persistently higher than 
expected partly because of unan- 
ticipated dedines in interest rates.) 

Of course, if the real bond yield 
is too low at present, then it follows 
that equity and bond prices might 
both have trouble sustaining pre- 
sent levels. The global real bond 
yield is currently around 2 per 
cent, which admittedly is much 
lower than the 3.8 per cent average 
seen in the past two decades. How- 
ever; a plausible reason for this de- 
cline is that the inflation risk 


premium built into the bond mar- 
ket has declined in the 1990s for 


inflation risk premium first rose 
sharptym toe late- 1970s as a result 
of a burst of doubledigit inflation, 
and it seems to have taken about 
two decades to remove the impact 
of these events from the memory 
of bond investors. With the world 
standing on the brink of deflation, 
it is not surprising that band in- 
vestors now deem negative sur- 
prises on future inflation as being 
just as likety as positive surprises, 
so the 'insurance premium” pre- 
viously built into bond prices has 
now disappeared. In a sense, on 
this argument, the recent rise in 
share prices is the mir ror image of 
the prolonged bear market which 
occurred in the 1970s when the in- 
flation risk premium first appeared 
in the bond market 

Naturally it follows from all this 
that any reversal in the recent de- 
clining trend in inflation would 
probably cause serious problems 
for equities, since real and nomi- 
nal bond yields, and the equity risk 
premium, could all rise simulta- 
neously in such circumstances. At 
that point, the legion of equity pes- 
simists, who have been so vocal 


ever since 1995, would undoubted- 
ly Of belatedly} be proved right. 
However; a significant up-tick in un- 
derlying inflation does not appear 
to be a particularly likety eventu- 
ality in 1999, so that source of trou- 
ble for equities does cot seem a 
mqor risk for this year. 

Unfortunately, tho ugh, there are 
other sources of risk to the equity 
bull market which also need to be 
analysed. The principal one of 

rtipgg is the financial i mhalanre > at 

the heart of the US economy. The 
five-year equity bull market has 
dearly been the prime force in re- 
ducing the American sayings ratio 
to approximately zero in recent 
months. With net household sav- 
ings at dose to zero, US households 
have been operating for some fane 
with negative cash flow fie with a 
large private sector financial 
defeat). Essentially US households 
have been borrowing money from 
foreigners, both to sustain their 
spending at a level about 4 per cent 
of GDP higher than their income, 
and to buy more equities. 

Has is aingjbty unusual situation, 
and one fraught with danger since, - 
if the private-sector deficit is cor- - 
reded suddenly, this could impart 
a contractionary shock on the world 


economy several times larger than 
the impact of the Asian and Latin 
American shocks combined. Even 
if the current valuation of the equity 
market itself is somewhere close to 
“equilibrium” (given where real 
bond yields are standing), it is hard 
to describe such a large private sec- 
tor deficit as an equilibrium phe- 
nomenon. It seems that, as real 
bond yields have fallen, the very 
rapid rise in equities towards their 
new higher “equilibrium'* has tem- 
porarily boosted consumer spend- 
ing via a cut in the savings ratio. 

Since this process has occurred 
to a much greater extent in the US 
than elsewhere, the US private 
sector deficit has been translated 
into a large American balance of 
payments deficit This too is a dan- 
gerous devel o p me nt, since it rais- 
es the possibility that a shock 
could be imparted to the US econ- 
omy via a loss of foreign appetite 
for American assets. The example 
of the East Asian shock in 1997 
demonstrates that such a devel- 
opment could occur even in the ab- 
sence of any rise in US inflation. 

Is it possible that a soft landing 
can be generated out of this dan- 
gerous situation? Yes, it certainly 
is possible. If real bond yields in the 


US now stabilise, and equities re- 
mafo fairly valued relative tobonds, 
the rate of return on equities in fu- 
ture should fell to the rate which 
is sustainable in the longterm - ie 

around 7.5 per cent per annum. As 
consumers come to recognise that 
equity returns are felling back to 
normal, they might restore their 
savings ratio into positive territo- 
ry in which case the private sector 
deficit could correspondingly be 
gradually eliminated. 

While such an out-turn is cer- 
tainty possible, it will require sev- 
eral things to go right -inflation wifl 
need to remain under control, the 
US balance of payments deficit 
will need to be successfully fi- 
nanced fora lengtty period, and the 
US private sector will need to 
maintain confidence in equity val- 
uations even while they were com- 
ing to realise that recent rates of 
return on equities could not be 
maintained. On balance, all of these 
thing s may continue to occur, in 
1999 at least But the risk of mishap 
would be significantly reduced if 
Europe would ease monetary and 
fiscal policy allowing the US fed- 
eral Reserve to tighten policy if 
need be withoutpushing the world 
into recession. 



. . ^ '/ li 'WrTvvS& E-< 



¥ to = 


Energy Group 
takes price blame 


ENERGY GROUP, the US- 
owned electricity generator 
has been responsible for near- 
ly half the price spites in the UK 
electricity pool over the past 
year; according to figures or- 
culatmg within the industry. 

An analysis of price move- 
ments in the pool between last 
April and tire start of this month 
shows that Energy Group has 
been responsible in 44 per cent 
of cases where the price has ex- 
ceeded £70 a megawatt hour 

Last month the energy reg- 
ulator, Callum McCarthy, ac- 
cused the three big coal-fired 
generators - National Power; 
PowerGen and Energy Group 
- of rigging the market to max- 
imise prices and their own 
profits. The day after he made 
his comments, the system mar- 
ginal price - the amount that all 
bidders into the pool receive for 
their electricity- was the Izi^i- 


by Michael Harrison 

est for that day of the week 
since the pool began in 1990 and 
the fourth hipest on record for 
any day. Mr McCarthy, who has 
«»M Hm t tho pri ce spit i ng is ™- 
feir to customers, has threat- 
ened to amend the generators’ 
licences unless they stop “gam- 
ing” in the pool for their own 
commercial advantage. 

The leaked industry figures 
also show that in 34 per cent of 
cases over the past 10 months, 
high system marginal prices 
have been set by a tiny genei- 
ating plant in Brig& South Hum- 
berside, run tty the Finnish 
company IVQ. Both Energy 
Group and IVO have bid fairly 
into the pod in line wife the pod 
rules. But critics of the system 
say IVO's disproportionate in- 
fluence on prices shows wity the 
pod needs urgent reform.' 


IN BRIEF 


Axon set for £100m float 

AXON, an information technology consultancy yesterday said 
it planned to seek a listing on stock exchange in a placing 
expected to value the company at ElOOm. Axon, which 
recorded profits of £2 .5m last year; sells IT solutions to users 
of SAP R/3, a leading business software system. The flotation 
is to take place in March. 

Internet fortune for auction founder 

APAX. the venture capital group, yesterday announced the 
largest European venture capital investment in the Internet 
to date, ploughing $i2m (£7 .3m) into QXL, the on-line auction 
service run by former Independent journalist Tim Jackson. 
Apax is taking a 30 per cent stake. 

Engineer opens bid attack 

T*C the engineering group, yesterday launched an attack on 
the management of Han Engineering as part of a £5L8m 
hostile bid In an offer document sent to shareholders today 
TT highlighted an expected halving of Hall’s profits in the 
second half of 1998. The company said its 97p-a-share offer 
represented a 38 per cent premium on Hall’s share price 
before the bid became public on 4 January. 

£50m radio prize for Hunting 

HUNTING, the business services group, has won a £50m-a- 
year contract to supply power management for the British 
army's new battlefield BOWMAN radios, which are set to 
enter service in 2002. 
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Why the golden euro Business Account 
las lost its lustre rate changes. 



ssa Paterson 
e 

fGIX weeks ago, it was dif- 
pto find anyone who was 
h-h about the euro. Most 
tliperts were confidently 
art n g that investors would 
3 snap up the new Eu- 
vri currency, with sterling, 
ar and even the mighty US 
on the sidelines, 
g “euro -euphoria*' gath- 
< ice as the launch of the 
Aurrency approached, 


i that the pound would 
. of bed* 1 the moment 
ie in the euro began. 

R eality has been some- 
Terent The euro has 
rather than strided - 
for global stage, and has 
pos=allen in value against 
that's rpajor currencies 
sho.beginning of the year 
in tod of last week, the 
frier down dose to 4 per 
Aist the dollar, around 
doult against the pound 
are r cent against the 
norr yen. what has gone 
the 

agerxformance of the 
propist the dollar is easy 
“Mos- it is simply a ques- 
to/'ative growth rates, 
w&ixd States economy 
than to amaze with its 
“Wi mhin e heacty eco- 
ing to/th with low infla- 
manv latest figures 
they a at the economy - 
lenmiren tty enjoying the 
Tb'ce-time expansion 
comp- grew by an annu- 
week rf5.6 per cent in the 
erde«rter of 1998, well 
suitejcpe stations. It has 
cxdijeen a “sparkling" 
coul< 


News Analysis: The new European 
currency is falling far short of 
expectations - so what went wrong? 


economic performance, to 
quote Alan Greenspan, chair- 
man of the US Federal Re- 
serve. 

In the XI countries of the 
euro-zone, the picture is rather 
different The tentative recov- 
ery seen in many of the Euro- 
pean economies last year 
seems to be grinding to a halt 
Germany - Europe's largest 
economy - is a source of par- 
ticular concern. Unemploy- 
ment remains chronically high 
and the manufacturing sector 
is on the brink of recession. Not 
surprisingly, therefore, many 
currently regard the euro as a 
less attractive proposition than 
the dollar 

Michael Lewis, currency an- 
alyst at Deutsche Bank, said: 
“The main effect since the be- 
ginning of the year is that peo- 
ple have been looking at 
growth. The EU has been 
dogged by high unemployment 
and tax, and this has been 
taken negatively." 

The relationship between 
the euro and the pound is more 
of a puzzle. City dealers say 
that they want to buy dollars 
rather than euros because they 
expect US interest rates to 
rise and European rates to 
fed The same dealers also be- 
lieve that UK rates are more 
likety to fall than European 
rates. So logic would seem to 
impty that the markets should 
favour euros over pounds. But 
the euro continues to slip 


against sterling, a neat illus- 
tration of the dangers of 
applying simple logic to ex- 
change rates. 

There are at least two ex- 
planations for this apparent di- 
chotomy. first, the pound has 
historically moved in line with 
the dollar because of the sim- 
ilarity of our trading patterns 
with those of the US. As a re- 
sult, when traders see the dol- 
lar going up, they tend to pile 
into sterling. 

Second, movements in ex- 
change rates reflect changes in 
expectations. Since the begin- 
ning of the year; most UK eco- 
nomic data has been stronger 
than expected leading mapy to 
revise their assumptions about 
interest-rate changes. On the 
Continent, however growth ex- 
pectations have steadily dete- 
riorated. 

“The markets didn't realty 
' take on board the feet that 
Germany was slowing until 
the first week of the year," 
said Jane Fbley, currency an- 
alyst at Barclays Capital. 

The euro-yen relationship is 
a story on its own, and reflects 
unusual forces at play in the 
Japanese markets. Concerns 
about chronic over- supply in 
the Japanese bond market has 
seen bonds prices plummet 
and yields soar Many analysts 
believe that the rising yields 
will tempt Japanese investors 
to repatriate funds from over- 
seas. As a result, the yen has 


appreciated against all major 
currencies, including the dol- 
lar; despite the extremely weak 
economic fundamentals in 
Japan. 

Where do we go from here? 
Analysts emphasise that the 
structural factors which favour 
a strong euro have not gone 
away, they have simply been 
overridden by short-term cydi- 
cal considerations. 

Given the sheer size of the 
European currencies, the euro 
seems bound to rival the dol- 
lar as one of the world's major 
reserve currencies, although 
this may take for longer than 

fining initially though t. 

“I think we're looking at a 
five-year horizon or even a 
five- to ten-year horizon," said 
Ms Fbley at Barclays Capital. 

Mr Lewis of Deutsche Bank 
pointed out that countries with 
high savings rates and healthy 
current accounts tend also to 
have strong currencies. These 
type of fundamentals suggest 
that the euro will eventually 
gain against the dollar; as the 
US struggles to come to terms 
with negative savings rates 
and enormous current account 
deficits. 

It is still early days for the 
euro. Its performance to date 
may hare been noticing to write 
home about, but fundamen- 
tals suggest that, over the 
medium term, it will strength- 
en against the world’s major 
currencies. 

And a weak currency is not 
necessarily bad news for the 
euro-zone right now. Indeed, it 
may be just the tonic that some 
of its stagnating economies 
need. 
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PUTNEY 

ABC (0870 9020401 J Bft Putney/© 
Putney Bridge Little Voice 1 . 1 5pm. 
3.45pm, 6.15pm. 8.30pm Practical 
Magic 1.15pm. 3.45pm, 6.05pm, 

8 25pm Shakespeare in Love 
2 . 1 5pm. 5.1 5pm. B. 1 5pm 

ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-9020419) BR: Romford 
Practical Magic 2.30pm. 5.55pm. 
8.25pm The Siege 2.25pm. 
5.30pm. 8. 10pm Very Sad Things 
2.15pm. 5.40pm. 8.40pm 

ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705 
050007) BR: Romford Enemy of 
the State 3pm, 8.20pm Little 
Vblce 1.30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 
8.50pm The Mask of Zorns 
12.1 5pm, 5.40pm Meet Joe Black 
12.30pm, 4pm, 7.30pm Practical 
Magic 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 6.10pm. 
3 30pm Shakespeare In Love 
12.30pm. 3.10pm. 5.50pm. 

3 35pm The Siege 3.45pm. 
3.40pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
l 30pm. 6.30pm Stepmom 

J2.20pm. 3pm. 5.40pm. 8.35pm 
Very Bad Things 2pm. 4.15pm. 
5.35pm. 8.55pm 

SIDGUP 

ABC (054 1-5551 31) BR: Skicup The 
American President 1 1 .30am. 6pm 
Little Voice 3.45pm. 6.15pm, 
3 45pm Very Bad Things 3.30pm. 
3 40pm 

STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-9070717) BR: Crtck- 
lewood Enemy of the State 1pm. 
3.40pm. 6.25pm, 9.10pm Uctle . 
Voice 2.30pm. 4.45pm, 7pm Prac- 
tical Magic 1.30pm. 4.15pm. 
6.45pm. 9.10pm Shakespeare In 
Love 3.10pm, 5.50pm, 8.50pm 
The Siege 9.20pm Stepmom 1 pm, 
3.45pm. 6.30pm. 9.15pm Vfery 
Bad Things 2pm. 4. > 5pm. 6.40pm. 
0pm 

STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-9020415) BR: 
Srroatham Hill Antz 5.45pm Meet 
Joe Black 2. 10pm, 7.35pm Psycho 
3 55pm Shakespeare in Loue 
.‘.25pm. 5.35pm. 8.25pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 2.1 5pm. 4.30pm, 
■3.45pm 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR: 
Slreatham Hill/© Bnxton/Clapftam 
Common Bulworth 6. 1 0pm Enemy 
aF the State 12.10pm. 2.55pm. 

3 25pm Little Voice 1.20pm. 

1 40pm. 6pm. 8.20pm Practical 
Magic 1.10pm. 3.40pm, 6pm. 
S. 30pm Stepmom 12.20pm. 3pm, 

5 40pm. 8.20pm very Bad Things 
1.70pm. 3.40pm, 6pm. 8.30pm 

STRATFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (0181-555 3366) BR, 1 © 
Stratford East Bulworth 6.50pm 
Practical Magic 2pm. 4.15pm. 

■j 35pm. 9pm Shakespeare In Love 
1 2.55pm. 3.25pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 
Stepmom 1pm. 3.35pm. 6.10pm. 

3 45pm Very Bad Things 1.30pm. 
-ipm. 9. 1 0pm 

SURREY OUAYS 

UCf (0990 888990) © Surrey 

■ Juays Bulworth 7pm Enemy oF the 
State 3.30pm. 9.40pm Little Voice 
4pm. 6.30pm. 8.50pm Meet Joe 
Black 4.45pm, 8.25pm The Oppo- 
site oF Sex 4.20pm. 7.10pm. 
9.50pm Practical Magic 3.50pm, 

6 20pm. 8.40pm Shakespeare in 
Love 3.10pm. 6pm. 9pm The Siege 
4. 1 0pm. 6.40pm. 9.20pm Stepmom 
120pm. 6.10pm. 9.10pm Vfery 
Bad Things 5pm. 7.20pm. 9.55pm 

SUTTON 

UCI 6 (0990-888990) BR: Sut- 

■ on/© Morden Enemy oF the State 
ij 45pm, 9.30pm Little Voice 
•i 1 0pm. 6.25pm. 8.45pm The Par- 
ent Trap 3.55pm Practical Magic 
v 25pm. 6pm. 8.30pm Shakespeare 
in Love 3.40pm. 6.35pm. 9.15pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 4.40pm 
Stepmom 3.10pm. 6.10pm. 9pm 
Very Bad Things 7.15pm. 9.50pm 

TURNPIKE LANE 

CORONET (0181-888 25)9) © 
Turnpike Lane Bulworth 3.45pm, 
6pm. 8.35pm The Siege 3.35pm. 
'■pm. 8.30pm Very Bad Things 
’ 55pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm 

UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705 050007) © 
Uxbridge Practical Magic 1.50pm. 

•i 05pm. 6.25pm. 8.45pm Stepmom 
i 40pm, 5.45pm. 8.25pm 

WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0370-9020424) ©Waltham- 
mow Central Little Vbicc 1 .30pm. 

• 1 0pm. 6.20pm. 8.30pm Meet Joe 
□lack 2.10pm. 7.20pm Very Bad 
Things 1.25pm. 3.55pm. 6.05pm, 

"• 15pm 

WALTON ON THAMES 

THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01932- 
:"-2825) BR Walton on Thames 
Shakespeare In Love 3.10pm. 

• 45pm. 8. T5p Stepmom 2.50pm. 
4Sptn. 8.15pm 

WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-350 3351) BR: 
uham Meet Joe Black 3.45pm. 

■ 25pm Shakespeare in Love 

.lOpm 6pm. 8 30pm 

UflLLESOEN 

L1ELLE-VUE (0181-830 0822) © 
Gn-vn Aa Ab Laut Chalen 

• i to Meet Joe Black 4 45pm. 

151 -m 

WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (03705 0500071 BR © 
i .iml'I'Jilon. © South Wimbledon 
Enemy of The Stare 2.10pm. 
.’■■pm Little Voice 2 05 pm. 

• • 5r'm ij 30pm. 8 45pm Meet Joe 
UUck 4 55pm Practical Magic 
> .■'.■pm. 3 55pm. 6 20pm. 8 45pm 
Shakespeare In Love 12.20pm. 

55(TO. 5 35pm 8 20<irn Stepmom 
. 10pm. 5 35pm. B.25pm 

WOODFORD 

ABC (0 131-58? 3463) © South 
.v. -o-.il oid Little Voice 2. 1 0pm. 

•• 2il|nn. 6 Ic.lpm. 8 40pm Shake- 
■pearo in Love 2 40pm. 5.30pm. 

■ 0pm Very Bad Things 1 .55pm. 

• n^pm. 6.15pm. 3 30pm 

WOOLWICH 

CORONET 10181-854 50431 BR 
I’.’-if'ltvich Arsenal Little Voice 
•. 1 5pm. 6 25pm. 3.45pm Practical 
Magic 4pm. 6 1 5pm. 6 40pm 

WOOD GREEN 

NEW CURZON (0181-347 6o64| © 
-n npiK-.- L.me AA AB Laut Chalain 
.'pm. 3 45pm Kuch Kuch Hota Hal 

- 3dpm 


CINEMA 

REPERTORY 


LONDON 

CINE LUMIERE Gueensbcrry Place. 
■>V*J7 (01 7 1 -538 2 1 44.2 1 46) Classe 
de Ncigc (Class Trip) (NC) 4 30pm 

OOETHE INSTITUTE Princes Gate. 
»V7 (07:1-4.’ I 3400) A Primer for 
Pina Cafe Muller: Pina Bausch on 
Film (NC) 7.30pm t Cafe Mullet 

IlA The Mall. SWl (0171-930 
•b'i7) Puta Misena (NC) 5pm. 9pm 
La Rubla del Bar (NC) 7pm The 
Polygraph (NC) 8 30pm 


THE LUX CINEMA Hoxton Square. 
N1 (0171-684 0201) The Five 
Thousand Rngers of Dr T (U) 9pm 

NFT South Bank. 5E1 (0171-928 
3232) Elizabeth (15) 2.30pm, 
8.30pm I Only Want You to Love 
Me (NC) 6.10pm The Element of 
Crime ( 1 8} 6. 1 5pm It’s a Gift (NC) 
7.30pm Effl Briesr (18) 8.20pm 

PHOENIX High Road. N2 (0181-444 
6789) Little Voice (15) 2.15pm. 
6.45pm n (H) (15) 4.30pm. 9pm 

PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place. 
WC2 (0171-437 8181} The Boys 
(18) 1.30prn The Big LebowskJ 
(18) 3.30pm Boogie Nights (18) 
6.10pm The Last Days Of Disco 
(15) 9.20pm 

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS Crisp Road. 
W6 (01 71 -420 01 00) Orlando (PG) 
6.45pm + Elizabeth 8.40pm 

WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street. Brentford, Niddlesex (0181* 
568 1176) Kundun (12) 1.30pm. 
4.30pm On Connait fa Chanson 
(PG) 7pm My Name Is Joe (IS) 
9pm 

BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK’S (01273-602 503) 
Two Girts and a Guy (18) 2.30pm, 
6.45pm The Opposite of Sex (18) 
4.30pm. 8.45pm 

BRISTOL 

CUBE (01 1 4-907 4191) Year oF the 
Horse (15) 8.30pm 

WATERSHED (01 1 7-925 3845) 
Fire ( 1 5) 6pm x (Pi) (15) 6.05pm. 
8.40pm Fear and Loathing in Las 
Vegas (18) B.30pm 

CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS (01223-504444) The Oppo- 
site oF 5ex (18) 1.15pm. 9.30pm 
n (PI) (15) 3.30pm. 7.30pm Insti- 
tute Ben (amenta (15) 5.30pm 

CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) Bulworth (18) 2.30pm. 
7.30pm Uctle Voice (15) 6.15pm 
Flame (12) 8.15pm 

CHICHESTER 

NEW PARK FILM CENTRE (01243- 
786650) Uttie Voice (15) 2.15pm, 
4.30pm. 9pm Victory (15) 6.45pm 

NORWICH 

GNEAHA CITY (01 603-622047) A 
Soldier's Daughter Never Cries 
(15) 2.30pm. 8.15pm Rien Ne Va 
Plus (1 5) 5.45 pm 

CINEMA 

COUNTRYWIDE 

BATH 

ABC (01225-461 730): Shakespeare 
in Love (15) 

LITTLE THEATRE (01225-466822): 
Babe: Pig in the Gty (U): Bulworth 
(18): Uttie Vbice (15): The Mask 
oF Zorro (PG) 

ROBINS (01225-461 506): Practi- 
cal Magic ( 1 2): Stepmom (1 2); The 
Swan Princess (U): Two Girls and 
a Guy (18) 

CAMBRIDGE 

WARNER VILLAGE (01223- 
460442): Antz (PG); Babe: Pig in 
the Gty (U): Bulworth (IS): Ene- 
my of the State (1 5): Uttie Voice 
( 1 5): The Mask of Zorro (PG): Meet 
Joe Black (12): The Parent Trap 
(PG); Practical Magic (12); The 
Prince oF Egypt (U): Rush Hour 
(15): Shakespeare In Love (15); 
Small Soldiers (PG): Scar Trek: In- 
surrection (PG): Stepmom (12): 
Very Bad Things (18) 

COLCHESTER 

ODEON (08705-050007); Antz 
(PG): Dr Dollttie (PG); Enemy oF 
the State (1 5): The Exorcise (25th 
Anniversary Rerelease) (18): Ut- 
cfe Voice ( 1 5): The Mask of Zorro 
(PG): Meet Joe Black (12): Mulan 
(U): The Parent Trap (PG): Practi- 
cal Magic (12); The Prince of 
Egypt (U): Psycho (15): Rush Hour 
(15): Shakespeare In Love (15): 
Small Soldiers (PG); Star Trek: In- 
surrection (PG): Stepmom (12) 

DOVER 

SILVER SCREEN (0U04-22S000J: 
Babe: Pig in the Oty (U): The Prince 
of Egypt (U): The Siege (15) 

HEREFORD 

ABC(01 432-272554): Uttie Voice 
(15): Star Trek: Insurrection (PG) 

THE COURTYARD 101432-359252): 
The Last Days of Disco (15) 

IPSWICH 

VIRGIN 10870-9070748): Antz (PG); 
Babe: Pig In the Gty (U); Enemy oF 
the State ( 1 5): Ucde Voice (1 5): The 
Mask cF Zorro (PG): Meet Joe Black 
(12); The Parent Trap (PG): Practi- 
cal Magic ( 1 2 1: The Prince of Egypt 
(Ul: Shakespeare in Love (15): The 
Siege 1 15): The Soldier (Asian Film) 
|15): Star Trek: Insurrection jPG): 
Stepmom ( 1 2): \tery Bad Things { T 8). 
Who Framed Roger Rabbit? (PG) 

MAIDSTONE 

ABC (0870-90204051. Uttie Voice 
|IS): Meet Joe Black Jl 2). The Par- 
ent Trap (PG); The Prince of Egypt 
(Ul. Shakespeare in Love 1 1 5l 

ODEON LOCHMEADOW (08 705- 
050007): Antz (PG). Dr DoJitrfe 
(PGi. Enemy of the State jl5*: Ut- 
tie Voice (151. The Mask of Zorro 
(PG): Meet Joe Black (12): Mulan 
tU‘: Practical Magic (12t: The 
Prince of Egypt {U«: Shakespeare 
in Love 1 1 5i: Small Soldiers (PG): 
Star Trek: Insurrection (PG:: Step- 
mom (IT); Velvet Goldmine (18); 
Very Bad Things (IS) 

OXFORD 

ABC GEORGE STREET <0541- 
550501). Enemy of the State 
(15): Meet Joe Black |12|. Mulan 
(U): The Parent Trap (PG): Practi- 
cal Magk (12): The Prince of 
Egypt (U). Star Trek: Insurrection 
(PGi: Very Bad Things (18) 

ABC MAGDALEN STREET fC54I- 
550509); Antz |PGj; Shakespeare 
in Love (1 5) 

PHOENIX PICTURE HOUSE lu! 865- 
554909): The Blue Kite (15i: Bul- 
wortii (18). Cydo (I8i: Double 
Indemnity (PGi. Eraserhead <»S1: 
Hana-Bl (13): - (Pi) (15': Ponette 
(151. Primary Colors (15): The Se- 
cret Garden (Ul. Sitcom (18); Snake 
Eyes |15i: A World Apart (I5i 

ULTIMATE PICTURE PALACE 
(01865-24528S): The Charge of the 
Ught Brigade (NC), The Exorcist 
II - the Heretic (181: Lock. Stock 
& Two Smoking Barrels (18): My 
Name is Joe (»5i: The Truman 
Show (PG) 

SALISBURY 

ODEON (03705-050007/. Enemy 
of the State (15): Uttie Voice 1 15): ; 
The Mask oF Zorro (PG): Meet Joe 
Black ( 1 2i : Mulan (U): The Parent 
Trap (PG). Practical Magic (12); The 
Prince of Egypt (U); Shakespeare 
in Love (1 51: Small Soldiers (PG): 
Stepmom (1 2| 


THEATRE 

WEST END 

Ticket availability details are for to- 
day; times and prices for the week: 
running times indude intervals. # 
— Seats at all prices 9 — Seats at 
some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — (1): Sun. (3|: Tue. [4J: 
Wed. [5j: Thur. [6]: Fri. 17|: Sat 

9 ALARMS AND EXCURSIONS 
Michael Frayn's new comedy about 
a dinner party which is interrupted 
by mysterious messages stare Fe- 
licity Kendal and Josie Lawrence. 
Gielgud Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(0171 -494 5065) ©PkcCfrc. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. 151(7) 3pm. £19.50- 
£27.50 E12.50-E1 7.50 (restricted 
views). 1 30 mins. 

• AMADEUS David Sucbet stars 

as Salieri in Peter Shaffer's ac- 
claimed drama. OU Vic The Cut. SE1 
(0171-928 7616/CC 420 0000) 
BR/© Waterloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
J4J[7J 2.30pm. E7.50-E30 780 
mins. 

» ANNIE Ra^ to riches story of the 
optimistic orphan. Victoria Palace 
Victoria Street, SWl (0171-834 
1317) BR/© Victoria. Tue-Sat 
7.30pm, (4H7) 2.30pm. {(] 4pm. 
E7.50-E32.50. 165 mins. 

» ART Tbra Maonioo, Danny Wtebb, 
Gary Olsen in Yasmina Reza's com- 
edy about art and friendship. Wyn- 
dham's Glaring Goss Road. WC2 
(0171-369 1 7 36/cc 867 1111) © 
Lek: Sq. Tue-Sat 8pm, )4f 3pm. [7]J1 1 
5pm. E9.50-E27.50. 90 mins. 

• BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 
ish family musical based on Dtsney’s 
cartoon version of the favourite fairy 
tale. Dominion Tottenham Court 
Road.Wl (0171-656 1888)© Tbtl 
Cc Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (5)17) 
2.30pm. £18.50- £35. I SO mins. 

• BLOOD BROTHERS WH)y Rus- 
sell's long-running Liverpool musi- 
cal melodrama. Phoenix Charing 
Cross Road. WC2 (0171-369 1 733) 

, © Leic Sq/Totc Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. [5J 3pm. |7| 4pm. £1 1.50- 
£32.50. 165 mins. 

• BUDDY Musical biog-sbow trac- 
ing the brief life of Buddy Holly. 
Strand AJdwych. WC2 [0171-930 
8800) © Govern Garden/Charing X. 
Tue-Thur 8pm. Fri 5.30pm fi 
8.30pm. Sat 5pm fi 8.30pm. mats 
|1) 4pm. £10-£27. half price Friday 
matinees. 1 60 mins. 

• CATS Lloyd Webber's musical ver- 
sion of TS Eliot's poems. New Lon- 
don Parker Street. WC2 (0171-405 
0072/cc 404 4079) © Covent Gar- 
den/Holborn. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, 
I31[7] 3pm. E12.50-£35. 165 mins. 

U CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Peter Davison star in this hit Broad- 
way musical- Ad el phi Maiden Lane. 
WQ t0171 -344 0055) ©Charing 
X. Mon-Sat 8pm. [4][71 3pm, £1 6- 
£36 One booking fee). 1 30 mins. 

• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGED) Reduced Shakespeare 
Company fast-forward through 37 
plays. Criterion PfccatfiDy Qrcus. W1 
(01 7 1 -369 1 747) © Pkx Ore. Wed- 
Sat 8pm, [5] 3pm. [7J 5pm. [IJ 4pm. 
E6-E25. Thur mats - all seats £10. 

120 mins. 

• DR DOLJTTLE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the animals in this new 
stage adaptation featuring Jim Hen- 
son Puppets. London Apollo Ham- 
mersmith Queen Caroline Street. W6 
9 (0171-416 6022) © Hammer- 
smith. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. [4J[7| 
2.30pm. £10-£32.50. 150 mins. 

9 FILUMENA Judi Dench and 
Mkhael Pennington star in Timber 
lake Wertenbaker’s new translation 
of Eduardo de Filippo's play Pic- 
cadilly Denman Street, W1 (0171 - 
369 1 734) © Picc Ore In rep. today 
3pm fi 8pm. ends Feb 27. £1 2-E30. 
120 mins. 

I THE GLORY OF LIVING Drama 
set amongst the trailer parks of 
southern America from new play- 
wright Rebecca Gilman- Royal Court 
Upstairs (at The Ambassadors) 
West Street. WC2 (01 71 -565 5000) 
© Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm. £1 0. cones 
£5. 

• GREASE Energetic stage version 
or the hit film. Cambridge Earl ham 
Street. WC2 (0171-494 5080) © 
Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[4|[7J 3pm. E10-E30. 150 mins. 

» AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo- 
pher Cazenove and Susannah York 
m Peter Hall's acclaimed production 
of WiMe's comedy : Lyric Shaftesbury 
Avenue. Wl (0171-494 5045) © 
Picc Ore. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. J4J 
3pm. (7) 4pm. £8 50- E 29. 50. 165 


I AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Daldrv's widely-acclaimed produc- 
tion of JB Priestly's tbrillec Garrick 
Charing Goss Road. WC2 (0171-494 
5085) © Leic Sq. Mon-Fri 7.45pm, 
Sat 8.1 5pm. (4) 2.30pm. (7) 5pm. 
E12-E29.50 110 mins. 

3 INTO THE WOODS Sondheim 
and Lapine's acclaimed musical 
based on fairytales. Donmar Ware- 
house Earlham Street. WC2 (01 75 - 
369 1732) © Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 14||7] 2.30pm. 
£l 5-E27.50. 

• THE INVENTION OF LOVE Tbra 
Stoppard's pfoy about the life or po- 
et A E Houseman, author ot The 
Shropshire Lad. Theatre Royal. 
Haymaritet Haymarker. SWl (0171- 
530 8S00I © Picc Cite. Tue-Sat 
7.30pm. [4[(7[ 2.30pm. £10- 
£32.50 

• JESUS, MY BOY Tbm Conti stars 
in John Dome's alternative Christ- 
mas show. Apollo Shaftesbury Av- 
enue Wl (Ol 71 -494 5070) © Picc 
Grc. Tue-Fri 8pm. Sat 5pm & 8pm. 
[1| 3pm. ends 6 Feb. E5.50-E 15.50. 

9 LITTLE MALCOLM AND HIS 
STRUGGLE AGAINST THE EU- 
NUCHS Bran McGregor stare as the 
revolutionary activist in David Hal- 
liweU’s drama. Comedy Pancon 
StreeL SWl 10171-369 1731) © 
Picc Grc -'Leic Sq Mon-Sat 8pm. 
I5|(7| 3pm. ends 13 Mar. £7- 
£27.50. 

I LORD OF THE FLIES Stage ver- 
sion of William Golding's classic tale 
of schoolboys living on a deserted is- 
land. Lyric Hammersmith King 
Street. W6 (0181-741 2311) © 

Hammersmith. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
ends 6 Feb. £5-£16. 

1 THE MEMORY OF WATER Ali- 
sod Steadman and Julia SawaDia star 
in this touching cumctfy about three 
sisters returning home for their 
mother's funeral. Vaudeville Strand. 
WC2 (01 7 1 -836 99B7) BR'© Char- 
ing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. (5|[7] 3pm. £8- 
£27.50 

» LES M1SERABLES Musical 
dramatisation of Victor Hugo’s mas- 
terpiece. Palace Shaftesbury Avenue. 
Wl (0171-434 0909) © Picc Grc. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. I5U7J 2.30pm. 
£7-£35. 195 mins. 


9 IWSS SAIGON Musical which n- 
sets the Madam Butterfly tragedy hi 
Vietnam. Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street. WC2 (0171- 
494 5060) © Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [4)[71 3pm. E5.75-E35. 
165 mins. 

• THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie's whodunnit which just 
keeps on running. St Martin's West 
Street, WQ (01 7 1-336 1 443) © Le- 
ic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm. [3] 2.45pm. [7j 
5pm, £10-£24.50. 135 mins. 

9 OKLAHOMA! Maureen Lipman 
stars Lathe National's aedaimed pro- 
duction of Rodgers and Hammer- 
stein’s cowboy versus farmhand 
musical Lyceum Weffington Street, 
WQ (0870-606 3446/cc 606 6446) 
© Charing x/Embankment. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. 141(7) 2.30pm. ends 26 
June. £10-£3S. 

D THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OFBRA Andrew Lloyd' TOsbber’s pop- 
ular Gothic musical which features 
some of the composer’s catchiest 
tunes. HerMafescy-’s Haynwrkez, 
SWl (0171-494 5400/cc 344 4444) 
© Picc Grc Mon-Sat 7.45pm, [4](7| 
3pm. E10-E35. 150 mins. 

9 RENT Musical inspired by La Bo- 
heme and set hi modem day New 
York. Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. WC2 (07000-21 1221)© Hoi- 
bom/Toct Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[4J[7J 3pm. £12.50-£32.50. 160 
mins. 

9 RICHARD m Robert Lindsay stars 
as the historical vinain. Savoy Strand. 
WC2 (01 7 1 -836 8888/cc 836 0479) 
©Chiving X/Embankment. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. |7) 2.30pm. E10-E27.50. 

ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 

• OLMER: Peter Pan Stephen Ofiv- 
er's music accompanies the tale of 
the Boy Who Would Not Grow Up. 
with Michael Bryant as the Story- 
teller. In rep. tonight 7. 1 5pm. ends 
20 Feb. 

ft LYTTELTON: The Forest Alan Ay- 
ckbourn's new version of Ostrovsky's 
black social satire stars Frances de 
la Tbui: In rep, tonight 7.30pm. 
9 NT2000: The Widowing OF Mrs 
Holroyd John Burgess directs re- 
hearsed readings of DH Lawrence's 
domestic drama. Tonight 6pm. 

O COTTESLOE: The Riot Nick 
Darke's drama from Kneehigh The- 
atre. In rep. tonight 7.30pm. Olivi- 
er & Lyttelton: £8-£27. Cottesloe: 
E12-E18. NT2000: £4. cones E3. 
Day seats From 1 0am. South Bank, 
SE1 (01 71-452 3000). ©/BR: Wa- 
terloo. 

ROYAL S1AKESPEARE COMPANY 

• THE BARBICAN: Measure For 
Measure Stephen Boxer stars in 
Shakespeare's enuninatkni of justice. 
In rep. tonight 7. 1 5pm. 

• THE PIT Bad Weather Robert 
Holman’s examination of the break- 
down in family relationships. In rep. 
tonight 7. 15pm. Barbican Theatre: 
£5- £27. The Pit £1 1-EI8.50. Bar- 
bican Centre. EC2 (0171-638 8891). 

9 TALK OF THE CITY Stephen Po- 
liakoff’s drama explores media con- 
trol in the earty days of Tdevisitsi and 
radio. Young Vic In rep, tonight 
7.15pm. E14-E20. The Cut. 5E1 
(0171-928 6363) ©/BR: Waterloo. 

9 SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 

1970s musical featuring legendary 
songs plus three new tracks by the 
Bee Gees, high-energy dance rou- 
tines and starring Adam Garcia. 
London Rdladhnn Argyll Street. Wl 
(0 1 71-494 5020) © Oxford Grcus. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. J4JJ7] 2.30pm, 
E10-E32.50. 135 mins. 

• STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Lloyd Webber's revamped hi-tech 
roller musical. Apollo Victoria 
Wilton Road. SWl (0171-416 6070) 
BR/© Victoria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, 
[3][7J 3pm. E12.50-E30 150 mins. 

9 THE ST REE T OF CROCODILES 

Bruno Scultz's short stories provide 
the inspiration for Theatre de Com- 
ptidte's acclaimed and absurdist 
drama. Queen’s Shaftesbury Avenue. 
Wl (01 71-494 5040/cc 344 4444) 
© Picc Ore. Tue-Sat 8pm. (7] 3pm. 
[1) 5pm, ends 20 Feb. £6-£25. 

• VASSA Howard Davies directs a 
~tw singe version of Maxim Gorky’s 
.lie of a matriarch and her down- 
trodden family. Albery St Martin's 
Lane. WC2 (0171 -369 1 730) © Le- 
ic Sq Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5)[7] 3pm. 
ends 27 Mar. E5-E29.50 

9 THE WEIR Conor McPherson's 
drama is set in Ireland and examines 
ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downstairs (at the Duke OF 
York’s) St Martin's Lane. WC2 
(0171-565 5000) © Leic Sq/Char- 
ing X Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (4J(7I 
3.30pm. E5-E25. 90 mins. 

• WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
production of Bernstein's classic 
musical, attempting to recreate the 
feel of the original Broadway hit 
Prince of Wales Coventry Street. Wl 
(0171-839 5972) © Lek Sq/Picc 
Ore- Mon-Sat 7.45pm. ]5|(7] 3pm, 
E1B.50-E35. 160 mins. 

J WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Lloyd Webber's new musical based 
on the film of the same name about 
two chadren who mistake an escaped 
convict lor Jesus. Aldwych Ald- 
wyeh. WC2 (0171-416 6000/cc 
836 2428) © Holbom. Man-Sat 
7.45pm. J5J(7J 3pm. EI0-E32.50. 
120 mms. 

• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Stage 
adaptation of Susan Hill's chillingly 
effective ghost story Fortune Rus- 
sell Street. WC2 (0171-836 22 38) 
© Covent Garden/HoBxxn. Mon -Sat 
8pm. (3| 3pm. (7) 4pm. £8. 50- 
£23.50. 110 mins. 


Theatre 

Beyond The West end 

ALM5DA THEATRE Certain Wrung 
Men Peter Gill's comedy of con 
temporary manners looks at the 
sexuality and the modern man. Mon- 
Sat 7.30pm. mat Sat 3pm. ends 20 
Feb. E9.50-E 19.50. cones avail- 
able. Almeida Street. NI (0171-359 
4404) © Highbury 6 Islington. 

ARTS THEATRE Krapp's Last 

'fape Edward Petherbridgc performs 
Samuel Beckett's melancholic piece. 
Mon-Sat Bpm. mats Fri & Sat 
5.30pm. ends 6 Feb EI1-E15. 
Great Newport Street. WC2 (01 7 J- 
836 3334) © Leicester Square. 

KING'S HEAD. ISLINGTON The 
Vagina Monologues Eve Ensler 
performs her own aclaimed off- 
Broadway hi Tue-Sat 8pm, mats Sat 
& Sun 3.30pm. ends 6 Mar £12-£13. 
Upper StreeL N I (0171-2261916) 
© Angel/Highbury ft Islington. 

TR1CVCLE THEATRE The Colour of 
Justice Dramatisation d( the Stephen 
Lawrence case. Mon-fti 7.45pm. Sat 
4pm & 8pm. mat Wed 2pm. ends 
6 Feb. £8-£l 3.50. cones available. 
KUbum High Road. NW6 (0171-328 
1000) ©Kilbum. 


first Call. Last Call 


Hrst Can 

TO ACCOMPANY the 


release of tfieir sewnd'afixon 


-are kicking off the spring wife , a- UK tout PreoediBg 
this is the single ^ust Looking”, which shook! storm 
the rfiartR,' jnfl g in g November’s hit, "The Bartender 
andflieTRueT: Haviiig womtiHTee.mnsk: awardsinl.998. 
the band’s popularity is set to snowball; Tnapy venues 
have already sold out, but the three listed below stfll have 
tickets avaffable. ■ 

Margate Winter Garxiens (02843 292795) 26.^7 QaM 
Haft Piymoutti Fiiznlions (01752 229922) . 2S Apr, 
Loru^SVra. (02 71-924 9^9)I-21Vtoy 

Last CaB 

REWORKING HOFFMAN’S junk-opera Struvncetpeter, 

British directors PheUm Md>emott and Jutian Crouch 
have returned to the capital foHqwing a successful 
European tout a Broadway transfer and negotiations 
for the film rights. Cultural Industzy’sproductiori, led by 
the Tiger i^iiKaa; revels in its gloriously warped vision 
of the future, and shouldn't be missed by those willing 
to enjoy such defiance of reason and sanity. \ 

Lyric Theatre, ifoBwnersini^ W8 (0181-741 

2311) to 20 Apr - 



THEATRE 

COL1NTRYWIDE 

BRIGHTON 

THEATRE ROYAL Guards! Guards! 
Tferry Pratchett’s novel adapted for 
the stage. Mon-Thur 7.45pm, Fri fi 
Sat 5pm & 8pm, ends 6 Feb. £7.50- 
£14.50, cones available Bond Street 
(01273-328468) 

CHELTENHAM 

EVERYMAN THEATRE Black Datdla 


Exhibitions Classical 


author of LA Confidential. Contains | 
shocking semes. Tue-Fri 7.45pm, Sat 
8pm. ends 6 Feb. E5.50-E1 5 Regent 
Street (01242-572573) 

CHICHESTER 

CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Abigail’s Party Steven Finder 
(Brootatde's Max Fbrnham) stars in I 
Mike Leigh's comedy about social i 
niceties in 1970s suburbia. Tue-Sat 
7.30pm. macs Thur 6 Sat 2.30pm. 
ends 6 Feb. E6.50-E21. Oak lands | 
Park (01243-781312) 

EXETER 

NORTHCOTT THEATRE Persuasion 
Adaptation of Jane Austen's last 
noveL Mon-Fri 7.30pm. Sat 8pm, 
ends 6 Feb. £7-E1 5. cones available 
Stocker Road (01 392-493493) 

GUILDFORD 

YVONNE ARNAUD THEATRE The 
Prisoner of Second Avenue Richard 
Dreyfuss and Marsha Mason star in 
Nefl Simon's cornetty about a mid-life 
crisis. Mon-Thur 7.45pm. Frt-Sat 
8pm. mats Thur & Sat. 2.30pm, ends 
1 3 Feb. £1 0-E21 .50. cones available 
Millbrook (01483-440000) 

MAUfERN 

MALVERN FESTIVAL THEATRE 
The Gta Game Frith Banbury directs 
joss AcUand and Dorothy Tutin in 
this sensitive and fimgy drama which 
centres around a lengthy game of Gin 
Rummy. Mon-Sat 8pm. mat Sat 
2.30pm. ends 6 Feb. £10-£14. 
cones avaflable Grange Ftoad jOl 684- 
892277) 

NORWICH 

MADDERMARKET THEATRE 
Woman in Mind One of Ayckbourn's 
blacker comedies about a woman 
who suffers delusions after being hit 
on the head by a garden rake. Mon- 
Sat 7.30pm. ends 6 Feb. £4-£6.50 
St Johns Alley ( 01603-62091 7 ) 

THEATRE ROYAL Sleuth Peter 
Bowles and Michael MaJonqy star in 
Anthony Shaffer’s ingenious and in- 
ventive thriller Mon-Sac 7.30pm. 
mat Wed 2.30pm, ends 6 Feb. £3- 
£15.50, cones available Theatre 
Street (01603-630000) 

OXFORD 1 

PLAYHOUSE THEATRE Making 
Noise Quietly Robert Holman’s se- j 
ries of short pieces depicting en- j 
counters between strangers in the | 
shadow of wan Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 5 
Feb. 8pm. ends 13 Feb. E6-E13 
Beaumont Street (01 865-798600) 

POOLE 

POOLE ARTS CENTRE And Then 
There Were None Agatha Christie's 
whodunnit set in a lonely house an 
a remote island. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
mat Wed 2.30pm. ends 6 Feb. 
E7.50-E1 1 .50 Klngland Road 
(01202-685222) 

READING 

THE MOL AT SONNINOIWo Dozen 
Red Roses Comic love story set in 
romantic Rome. Tue- Sac 8.15pm, 
mac Sat 2.15pm, ends 20 Feb. 
£21 .95-E32.95 inti dinner. Son- 
nmg Eye (0118-969 8000) 

ST AUSTELL 

ST AUSTELL COLLEGE Sell Out 
Frantic Assembly’s multi-media per- 
formance. Tonlghr 8pm. £6. cones 
£4 Treuarthian Road (01 726-68532) 

STEUENAGE 

GORDON CRAIG THEATRE On 
the Razzle Tom Stoppard’s force is 
set in lBSO's Vienna. Mon-Fri 7.45pm. 
Sac Bpm. mat Thur 1 ,30pm. ends 5 
Feb. E10.50-E12.50. cones available 
Lytton Way (01438-766866) 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
The Winter's Ihle Seasonal tale of 
obsessive jealousy directed by Gre- 

? ory Doran. Today 1.30pm & 
,30pm. ends 4 Mar. £7-£30 

SWAN THEATRE TVoflus and Cres- 
sida Shakespeare's depiction of the 
human spirit undermined by bloody 
warfore. Today 1.30pm & 7.30pm, 
ends 20 Feb. £5-£30 Waterside 
(01 769-295623) 

SWINDON 

WYVERN THEATRE The Complete 
Works of William Shakespeare 
(Abridged) Reduced Shakespeare 
Company fast-forwards through 37 
plays. Today 2pm & 7.30pm. E10- 
£1 2. cones available Theatre Square 
(01793-524481) 

WATFORD 

PALACE THEATRE Darkness Faffs 
Double bill of «ni.«aer drama from 
Jonathan Holloway. Mon-Thur 
7.45pm. Fri 6 Sat 8pm, ends 20 Feb. 
£4-£1 5.75 Clarendon Road (01923- 
22S671) 

WEST CLIFF-ON-SEA 
PALACE THEATRE CENTRE 
Women on the Verge of HRT Two 
fortysomething women discuss their 
situation in life. Mon-Sat 8pm. ends 
20 Feb. E5.50-E1 4.50, cones avail- 
able London Road (01 702-342564) 


BRIGHTON 

BRIGHTON MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY Mary Potter (1900- 
1981) Retrospective of the artist's 
largely figurative paintings. Mon .Tue 

6 Thur-Sat TOam-Spm. Sun 2pm- 
5pm. ends 28 Mar. free. Church 
Street (01273-290900) 

BRUTON 

I BRUTON GALLERY Forming tile 
Figure Including works by Rodm and 
Hemy Moore. Mon-Fri lOam-1 pm & 
2pm-5pm. ends 20 Mar. free. Stock- 
well House, Bruton High Street 
(01749-812205) 

CAMBRIDGE 

I FVTZW1UJAM MUSEUM The Soci- 
ety of Three: Whistler, Fantbv-La- 
tour and Alphonse Legros 
Exhibition of draining and prints ex- 
amining the common stylistic ground 
of the three artists. Tue-Sat 1 0am- 
5pm. Sun 2.1 5pm-5pm. ends 14 
Feb. Free. Trumpington Street 
(01223-332900) 

CARDIFF 

FFOTOGALLERY Josef Kouddka 
Photographic images in a mayor ex- 
hibition spread across four galleries. 
Tue-Sat IOam-5. 30pm, ends 14 Feb, 
Free. Charies Street (01 222-34 1 667) 

LONDON 

ANTHONY D" OFF AY Andy Warhol 
Sculpture and paintings. Mon-Fri 

I Qam-5.30pm. Sat 10am-lpnv ends 

II Mar, Free. Dering 5treeL Wl 
(0171 -499 4100) © Bond Street. 

BARBICAN ART GALLStY Africa 
by Africa: A Photographic View 
More than 200 images from sob-Sara- 
han Africa. 

PICASSO AND PHOTOGRAPHY! 
THE DARK MIRROR More than 300 
works explore the Spanish master's 
retotionsnip with photography Mon. 
Thur-Sat 10am-6.45pm. Tue 10am- 
5.45pm. Wfid 10am-7.45pm, Sun 
12noc»n-6.45pm. ends 29 Mar. £6, 
cones £4. from Mon-Fri £3 after 
5pm. Silk Street. EC2 (0171-638 
4141) ©Barbfcan/Moofgflte. 

DESIGN MUSEUM Modern Britain 
1927-1939 A study an the important 
period after the Great War including 
the work of Francis Bacon, Paid 
Nash and Barbara Hepworth. Mon- 
Sun 1 1.30am -6pm. ends 18 JuL 
£5.25. cones £4 (to museum). Shad 
Thames, SE1 (0171-378 6055) © 
Tower Hill/D LR: Tower Gateway. 

NATIONAL GALLERY In the Light 
of Fra Angelico; Zanobi StrozzJ 
Study exhibition exploring the paint- 
ings of the 15th-century artist Ends 

7 Mar, free. 

Portraits by Ingres Major exhibition 

century French artist Mon & Tue. 
Thur-5un 10am-6pm. Wed 10am- 
10pm. ends 25 Apr. £6. cones £4. 
Wed 7pm-10pnr £4. Trafalgar 
Square. WC2 (0171-747 2885) © 
Charing Cross. Leicester Square. 

ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS Monet 
! in trie 20th Century Eighty paintings 
made in the 26 years after 1900. Mon- 
Thur, Sun 9am-6pm. Fri fi Sat 9am- 
10pm, ends 18 Apr. £9, cones £6. 
child (12-1 8) £3, child (8-1!) £1.50. 
Burlington House. Piccadilly, Wl 
(0171-413 1717) ©Green Park. 

TATE GALLERY Turner in tire Alps 
Works on paper made on Turner's 
first Alpine trip in 1802. Ends 14 Feb. 
In Celebration: The Art of Che 
Country House Paintings and 
sculpture, including work by 
Canaletto. Stubbs and Holbein. 
Mon-Sun 1 0am -5. 5 Opm, ends 28 
Feb. Free. MJlfbank. SWl (0171-887 
8000) © Pimlico. 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM 
Picasso's Ladies: Wendy Ramshaw 
Ptetious-metaljnreDery Ends )5Feb. 
Elsewhere - Photographs From the 
Americas and Asia: Henri Cartier- 
Bresson Lesser-known subjects by 
the photographer Ends 12 Apr. 
Sliver and Syrup: A Selection 
from the Collection Work by lead- 
ing photographers throughout his- 
tory. Mon-Sun 1 0am- 5. 4 5 pm. ends 
31 Jul. £5. cones £3. under 
1 8s/UB40/dlsabled/mems/aFter 
4.30pm Free. Cromwell Road. SW7 
(0171-938 8441) © South Kens- 
ington. 

OXFORD 

ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM Chinese 
Silks Brightly coloured 18th and 
19th century hangings. Ends 28 

Feb. 

Nineteenth Century French Draw- 
ings Recent acquisitions alongside 
familiar drawings. Ends 28 Feb. 
The Painterly Brush Oil sketches 
dating Emm the 16th to the ear|v 20th 
century Tue-Sat T0am-4pm. Sun 
2pm-4pm. ends 21 Mar. free. Beau- 
mont Street (01865-278000) 

ST IVES 

ST IVES TATE GALLERY Displays 
1998-9: Partnerships and Practice 
Rain lings and ceramics Grom the 
second half of the century. 

Quoit Montserrat: Veronica Ryan 
Marble sculpture linking St Ires 
with Montserrat in the West Indies. 
Mon-Sat 11am-7pm. Sun 11am- 
5pm. ends 1 1 Apr. £3.50, cones £2. 
Forth meor Beach (01 736-796226) 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
WOIVBRHAMFTON ART GALLERY 
Disasters of Ufon Cailoc, Goya, Dto 
Selections from three artists' war 
etchings- Mon-Sac 1 0am-spm, ends 
20 My. free. LichfWdl Street (01902- 
552055) 


LONDON 

BARBICAN HALL LSO/Davts Sarah 
Chang in Baitok's 2nd Violin Con- 
certo pins Beethoven's 7th Sympho- 
ny Tonight 7.30pm. E6.50-E32. 
Barbican Centre, EC2 (0171-638 
8891) © Moorgate/Barbkan. 

QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL The 
King's Consort/King Handel's set- 


edu Moderate, tonight 7.45pm. E8- 
£20. South Bank Centre. SE! (0171- 
960 4242) BR/© Waterloo. 

SOUTHAMPTON 
TURNER SIMS CONCERT HALL. 
SOUTHAMPTON UNIVERSITY 
Vladimir Ashkenazy The virtuoso in 
a rare solo redtaL “tonight 8pm. E20, 
cones £1 8. University Road (01 703- 
595151) 


OPERA 


LONDON 

LONDON COLISEUM The Barber 
oF Seville Rossini's enduring com- 
edy in a revival of ENO's production 
originally deeded by Jonathan Mlflec 
Tonight 7.30pm. £5- £55. St. Mar- 
tin's Lane. WC2 (0171-632 8300) 
© Leicester Square/Charing Cross. 


Dance 


BRIGHTON 

GARDNER ARTS CENTRE Shotuna 
Jeyasfngh Dance Company: Dou- 
ble Bill Ground breaking choreog- 
rapher Jeyasingh presents a 
programme of new work including 
the premiere of Fine Frenzy. Tonight 
7.45pm. £8-£10. cones available. 
University of Sussex. Lewes Road 
(01273-685861) 

LONDON 

SADLER’S WELLS AT THE PEA- 
COCK THEATRE Paco Pena Fla- 
menco Presents La Musa Gitana 
Wald dass flamenco dance, song and 
guitar Tue-Sat 8pm. mat Sat, Sun 
3pm. ends 7 Mar. E7.50-E27.50. 
Portugal Street. WC2 (0171-863 
8222) © Hoiborn/Temple. 

SADLER'S WELLS Birmingham 
Royal Ballet: Edward H Choreo- 
graphed by David Bindey. Today 
2pm & 7.30pm. E7.50-E40. Rose- 
bery Avenue. EC1 (01 71 -863 8000) 
©Angel. 


LITERATURE 


LONDON 

BIG WORD Bristol’s poetry diva, 
Lucy English, is joined py Tim Weils, 
Cuban Redd, Biniman and Paul Raf- 
ferty. Jem Rolls hosts. Finnegan’s 
wake Essex Road NI (0171-226 
1483) © Angel. Tonight 9pm, £4. 
cones £3. 

LATE 19TH CENTURY FRENCH 
FICTION AND PAUL VALERY Talk 
and reading given by Professors 
ftiul Gifford and Brian Stimpson, and 
D r Nicholas While. Insti tut Fran cats 
Queensberry Place SW7 (0171-838 
214 4/2 1 4 6/cc 0171-8 38 
2144/2146) ©South Kensington. 
Tonight 6.30pm, free. 


Comedy 


CANTERBURY 

ADAM BLOOM AT GULBENK1AN 
THEATRE, UNIVERSITY OF KENT 
Smart, fast-paced humour; plus sup- 
port. Tonight 7.45pm. Giles Lane 
(01227-769075) £8.50. cones 
£6.50. 

LONDON 

THE COMEDY STORE The Best In 
Stand-UpwithSanFrandscancom- 
feAriBanrec Gordon Southern, long 
ol the surreal one-liners Milton 
Jones. Jocelyn Jee, plus open spots, 
MC Simon Bligh. Tonight Bpm. Ox- 
endon Street. SWl (01426- 
914433/CC 0171-344 4444) © 
Piccadilly Grcus. £12. cones £7. 

SOUTHAMPTON 
AL MURRAY THE PUB LAND- 
LORD - LATE LOCK-tN *99 AT THE 
GANTRY The triple Perrier nominee 
poors forth. Tonight 8pm. Blechyden 
Terrace (01703-229319) £7. cones 
£6 


CLUBS 


LONDON 

DUB CLUB AT CLUB PHOB4IX Reg- 
gae night with Daddy Ruffnecb 
Soimdsysiem, Dadcjv Dub Bug aod 
Mifcey Crucial Tonight 9pm-2am, 
Seven Sisters Road, N4 (0171-561 
0357) ©/BR: Finsbury Park. £5, 
cones £4. £3.50 before 1 0pm. 

NOC7URNA AT INSOMNIA Snntfis- 
sential's Kei spins new school Euro 
house fo coddaikirinkuig punters. 
Tonight 9pm-3am. Wardour Street. 
Wl (0171-287 1220) © Leieesfer 
Square. £3. cones £2. 

ITS A LONDON THING AT OP- 
HONS Garage night with top scene 
DJs. Tonight lOpm-Iace. £5. cones 
£3. Clarence Street, Kingston. Sur- 
rey (0181-547 2848) 


Events 


BRIGHTON 

ZOO: AN EXHIBITION OF FAN- 
TASTIC AND CRAFTY CREATURES 
Hfeird and wonderful creatures de- 
picted by craft makers and design- 
ers. Hove Museum fi Art Gallery 
New Church Road (01273-2902001 
Tue-Sat 1 0am-5pm, Sun 2pm-5pm. 
dosed Good Friday, ends 18 Apr. 
Free. 

LONDON 

LITERACY IN FOCUS Book exhibi- 
tion with a fun programme of semi- 
nars, showcasing the books and 
materials to support schools' litera- 
cy programmes. Olympia 2 Ham- 
mersmith Road W14 (0171-385 
12001 ©EarisCcuibOlynipia. 10am- 
5pm. ends 5 Feb. free. 

CIRCUS OF HORRORS Adult rock 
circus from Archaos' Pierrot Bidon 
with death-defying stunts involving 
chainsaws and tightrope motorbikes. 
Roundhouse Chalk Farm Road NW1 
(0171 -4200000/cc 01 71 482 1011) 
©Chalk Farm. Tue-Sat 8pm. £10- 
£ 20 . 

PORTSMOUTH 

PORTSMOUTH SEA LIFE CEN- 
TRE Mare than 30 fascinating marine 
life displays plus the UKs first sanc- 
tuary for tropical fish which have out- 
grown their tanks. Portsmouth Sea 
Lire Centre Clarence Esplanade 
(01705-875222) Mon-Sun 10am- 
5pm. £5.50. cones £4.25. child 
£3.95. under 4s free. 


MUSIC 

Pop 


BANBURY 

THE HAMSTERS Southend’s Hen- 
drix-inspiredbhjes-rockErs.Mm Arts 
Centre Splcebal! Park (01295- 
279002) Tonight 7.45pm. phone for 


BRIGHTON 

LANDSPEED LOUNGERS, SCARA- 
MANGA Yorkshire indie guitar dou- 
ble-bilL Stars & Stripes Western 
Road (01273-293340) Tonight 8pm. 
£2.50. 

CARDIFF 

ROBBIE WILLIAMS. THE DIVINE 
COMEDY. THE SUPERNATURAL 
Major tour for the reinvented ener- 
tainer's Ibm Jones stage-show and 
ironic Bond-isms. Cardiff Interna- 
tional Arena Mary Ann Street, 
Bucecown (01222-224488) Tonight 
7.30pm, £18.50. 

CHELMSFORD 

MIDGET Gritfy indie-guilarpop out- 
fit, with a new single, “Artwork”, out 
on Curvebali records. Army fi Navy 
Hotel Parkway (01245-262424) 
Tonight 8.30pm. phone for prices. 

EXETER 

ROOTJOOSE West Country rockers 
in the surfer-friendly vein. Cavern 
Club Queen Street (01392-495370) 
Tonight 8pm. phone for prices. 

LONDON 

MADDER ROSE, DARK STAR In- 
telligent, Velvets- tinged, LIS alt rock 
outfit The Garage Highbury Comer 
N5 (0171-607 1818/CC 017T-344 
0044) BJV© Highbury fi Islington. 
Tonight Bpm. £7.50. 

PHILIP WELLS AND STANLEY 
ADLER Unique collaboration be- 
tween one of the UK's leading per- 
formance poets and remarkable 
Bach-to-Hendrix cellist Stanley Adler. 
The Old Operating Theatre Mu- 
seum & Herb Garret St Thomas 
Street SE1 (0171-955 4791 J BR/© 
London Bridge. Tonight 7.30pm. £5. 
cones £3. 

OXFORD 

TERRORV15ION Return to live ac- 
tion by Bradford's finest purveyors 
of twisted pop metal Brookes Uni- 
versity 5tudents Union London 
Road. Heading! on (01865-484764) 
Tonight 8pm, £10. 


MUSIC 

jazz, world, folk 


DORKING 

DAVE O'HIGGINS QUARTET Well 
rounded contemporary tenor sax- 
man. The Watermill Reigate Road 
(01306-887831) Tonight 3.30pm. 
£7, cones £5. 

LONDON 

EDDIE HENDERSON QUARTET 
Fhst and fluid US trumpeter Pizza 
Express Jazz Club Dean Street Wl 
(0171-439 8722) © Tottenham 
Court Road. Tonight 9pm. £15. 

THREE’S A CROWD Actorly cabaret 
with Patricia Bodge Pizza on the 
Park KnightsbridgeSWI (0171-235 
5273) © Hyde Rark Coma-. Tonight 
9.1 5pm fi 1 1 . 1 5pm. £20. £1 8 adv 

CEDAR WALTON Veteran Texan 
neobop pianist Ronnie Scon's Frith 
Street Wl (0171-439 0747) © 
Leicester Square. Tonight 9.30pm. 
£15. mems £4 (Mon-Thu); £20. 
mems £8 (Fri-Sat). 

CLAIRE MARTIN/JIM MULLEN Ac- 
complished vocal-guitar partnarship. 
Vortex Stoke Newington Church 
Street N16 (0171-254 6516) BR: 
Stoke Newington. Tonight 9pm, 
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RADIO 1 

(97j6-9a8MHz FM ) 

MO Zbe Baiaoo Simon Maya 

ttOO Kevfri Greermg 24>0 Mark 
^adcfiffe. AJOO Chris Moyfea S 45 
•^wsbeat &00 Dave Pearca 8 jOO 

Steve Lamacq - the B^rtng Ses- 
sion. fOJJO Trade Update 1040 
John Peel 124)0 Andy Kershaw 
24K> Emma B. 44K) Cfive VWarren. 

RADIO 2 

(88-9Q2KW2 FM ) 

&DO Alex Lester. Z30 Wake Up to 
Wogaa 9JQ Ken Bruce 
Jffnmy Young 24)0 Ed Stevvart 

SL05 Johnnie WfaBter. TOO A Mght 
in Memphis See Pick of the Day. 
M3 Memphis? Greatest Ht& 740 
Bvis In Merrprta 8.00 Wfendy 
Motsn in Concert 8420 B B Kro on 
Beale Street 9u00 Preston Shannon 
in Concert 940 Bopfxt the Bues - 
the Story of Sun Records. 104)0 
Jerry Lee Lewis in Concert KX30 
FBchard Afiisoa 12 j 00 Katrina 
Leskantch 34 - 40 Mo Dutta 
RADIO 3 
(902-92AMHZ FM ) 

64)0 On Ak 
94)0 Masterworka 
j^ML30 Artist of the Wfeek. 

^14)0 Sound Stories. 

124)0 Composer of the Wteek; Liszt 
tOO Radio 3 Lunchtime Concert 
24K) The BBC Orchestras. 

4J00 Ensembte. 

445 Music Machine. 

54)0 In Tuna 

740 Performance cn a Ccnductor 
Stephen Cteobury, Thomas Trotter 
(organ). A concert of music by 20th- 
century Engfch and Welsh com- 
posers givwi last September in St 
Asaph Cathedral Mathias: Toccata 
giocosa, for organ; A May Magnifi- 
cat Howefis: Master lafisb Lament, 
for orgaa Tippett Five 9f*ituate (A 
Ctdd of Our Time). Lewis: A Here- 
fordshire Carol Britten: Sacred and 
Profane Hockfnott Hymnus ante 
somnum. Eigan Organ Sonata No 1 
(1st mvt). Parry: Lcud, let me know 
mine end (Songs of Farewel). Math- 
ias: An Admonition to Riders. 

940 Postscript Patrick Wright taks 
to five unsung witty and engaging 
figures on foe cultural scene who are 
cfstinguished by their originaity and 
pagination. 3: David Rudkin. Anglo- 
Jrish playwright David Rudkkib 
®reen credits include Testimony 1 
and The Woocffandeis'; on stage, 


Pick of the day 


DEVOTING a whole three-and- 
a-half hours of airtime to the 
"tennessee dty associated with 
the emergence of rock V roll 
and blues, A Night in Memphis 
(7pm R2i is by no means 
overblown. The quiff ed quip per 
Mark Lamarr presents two 
features, on Elvis Presley (right) 
and Sun Records, while Paul 
•Jones gets a genial interview 
with BB King , for whom Memphis 


is “still the place”. In between, 
there are a clutch of concerts, 
culminating in a set from Jerry 
Lee Lewis. 

In that haven for worthwhile 
debate. Night Waves (l(L45pm 
R3), Paul Allen raiirg to the 
poet Raul Durcan about his new 
collection The Mary Robinson 
Years, and assesses the work 
of August Strindberg. 

Dominic Cavendish 
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More Nigit Ccxne’; and on racfia 
The Lovesong of Alfred J Ffitch- 
Mck* . He talks about the importance 
of personaBy challenging drama. 

9- 30 BBC Symphony Orchestra. 
Conductor Ondrej Kukat Martinu: 

Trie Parables. 

10- 00 Music Restored. Lucie Skeap- 
ing kihoduces a selection of music 
connecting England and France, fcv 
du*^ music by Robert Morton and 
Gffles Binchois sung by the Orlando 
Consort, and chamber music by 
Charles Dieupart played by Claire 
Guknond (flute), John To* (harpsi- 
chord) and Charles Mediant (viola 
dagamba). 

10^5 Night Waves. Pad Alen taks 
to Irish poet Paul Durcan, whose am- 
bitious new coflection. The Mary 
Robtoson Years’, attempts to dart 
both his own interior ife and the spir- 
it of Ns country through foe water- 
shed years of Mary Robinsonh 
presidency Plus first-night news from 
the world premiere of Paco Penab 
Andaiudan dance drama La musa- 
grtana’. And the trotted Gfo of Au- 
gust Strindberg: Paul Alen explores 
current interpretations of his work, as 
Racfo 3 marks the sesqucentenary 
of Strindbergs birth with a produc- 
tion of The Father’ , wNch is broad- 
cast on Sunday See Pick of the Day. 
TL30 Jazz Notes. 

1240 Composer of the Week: 
Tavener. (R) 

14H) - 64)0 Through the Mght 
RADIO 4 
(92A-946MHZ FM ) 

64K) Today 

94)0 NEWS; Melvyn Bragg - In Our 
Tma 


9-30 Transplantations. (R) 

9- 45 Serial: Best American Essays. 

10 - 00 NEWS; Wbmartb Hour. 
moo NEWS; From Our Own Corre- 
spondent 

fL30 OkJ Dog and the Partridge. 
124)0 NEWS; You and Yburs. 

«L57 Wteafoer. 

14)0 The World at One. 

130 Open Country. 

24)0 NEWS; The Archers 
245 Afternoon Play. Orly a Matter 
of Time. 

34)0 NEWS; Call Ybu and Yours: 
0870 010 0444 
3-30 The Speech Makers 
3-45 This Sceptred Isle 
44)0 NEWS; Law in Action. 

4430 The Material Warfd. 

5-00 PM. 

5- 57 Wfeather. 

64)0 Six O'clock News 

6- 30 Yes, Minister. (R) 

7J00 NEWS; The Archers 
745 Front Row. Frandne Stock 
chairs the arts prograr mte, Indudhg 
the venict on a new exhUtion of 
paintings by Patrick Caufield, and a 
report from Ranee as Asterix leaps 
from foe comic book rrto a Sve-ac- 
tionftn 

7^45 Speakng for Themselves Ten 
damatised ejcarpts from foe tetters 
of Britain^ great wartime leader and 
his wile Clementine taken from the 
newly pifofished collection edted by 
their daughter, Mary Soames With 
Alex Jennings as Winston, Sytvestra 
le Touzel as Clementfne and Helen 
Bourne as foe narrator. Part 4 
BJOO ISEWS; The Vdcano That 
Changed the Wcxld. Simon Calder 
travels to the Aegean island of Thera 


Satellite and Cable 


SKYPREMER 

BJOO Merirfe Shop of Mystical Wonders 
(1995) (57365). 8 jO 0 Old Man (1997) 
pnoO). 10JOO To Gfflan on Her STtft 
Brlhday (1996) (36452). 12JOO The Direo- 
tors (4^39). 400 Femmes Fatales 
(28437V See Pick of ttn ' pay. 2jpo.Bjr- J 
bib Shop of Mystical Wbhdera (1995) 
(60433). 4.00 Old Man (1997) (38372549). 

5- 45 To Gfian on Her 371h Srfoday 
(1996) (61585100). 7^0 TTacey Takes On_ 
(5181). 84)0 Hollywood Buzz (B162). BJO 
The Spitfire Grtf (1996) (21162). See Prck 
of the Day. 1020 Con Air (1997) 
(57901029) 12^5 Last Dance (1996) 
(990099) 240 Crime of the Century 
(1996) (120853) 44K - 64>0 Blood Dher 
(1987) (4779 B9) 

SKY inVIEMAX 

ZDC . wsce the Sun (S95) (23549) 84)0 
(S97) (99094) 1 U >0 Pee- 
wr**, Zrtesam. JB85) (66988) 18Q 
Scathe Sun (»95)(0S<«?? 34)0The 
Last Best Year (T990) (9863^. 5410 Pee- 
Weeb ®g Adventure (1985) (©471) 74M) 
\tegas Vacation ft997) (10029) 94W 
Sleepwalker (S96) (86471) tlOO Twri 
Town (1997) ©42013) t2-40 Host ages 
(1997) (3W785) 2^0 Baig t©94) (921874 
44)0 ■temptress (1995) (631230) 5-35 - 
710 The Last Beat YBar (1990) (©274300) 

SKY CINEMA 

44» Unfahhfuly fours (1948) (7966029) 

6- 00 Father Brown (©54) (1255540) 

84KJ The Palm Beach Story (©42) 
(1250094) 104)0 Days of Wine and Ros- 
es t©63) (92S9U7) 12-00 The French 
Connection (©71) (9774872) 1*5 Oiintet 
(©79) (4892330) 3*5 The Phk Jjrtgle 
(©68) (2497018) 5JS5 Close. 
nUUBPOUR 

64)0 A Room with a View (1985) 
(6648348) BJOO Living in ObBvton C 19951 
(86438911. 104)0 Don’t Look Now (1973) 
(B822T81) tL50 Night of the Eagle (©62) 
(4003487) -L20 La Cerda Rouge (©7C0 
(77363853) 330 - BJOO Raise the Red 
Lantern (©91) (44512691) 

DISCOVERY CHAWSL 
jfo)0 Rex Hint (3786297) 4^0 Vtetort 
"odd (3775181) 54)0 Wheel Nuts 
(4832655) 54)0 Turning Fonts (3766433) 
«4K) Animal Doctor (3763346) 6J0 Ad- 
ventures of the Ouesi (8501094) 7.30 Be- 
yond 2000 (37788KJ) 84)0 Discover 
Magazine (8475549) 94K) Breaking the 
Sound Barrier (6488013) 104)0 Hgh 
Anxiety (848H00) ILpO Forensic Detac- 
tive& (B96363Q. 124)0 Ocean Cities 


Pick of the Day 


AT HEIR PEAK, tile actress Demi 
Moore was .known as “Gimme” 
Moore. Those demands may 
have subsided a little as her films 
in recent times - The Juror, The 
Scarlet Letter and Striptease - 
have failed to match the success 
of her earlier offerings such as 
Ghost, Disdosure and Indecent 
Proposal . Can she regain her 
position as one of the world’s most 
powerful actresses? find out as 
she is profiled in today’s Femmes 
Fh tales (lpm Sky Premier). 


(6494696) 1O0 Tumng Ports (4687376) 
1^0 Wheat Nuts (3©6W7) 24)0 Closa 

SKY ONE 

7.00 Count Duckiia (32297) 7J3Q The 
Chris Evans Breakfast Show (35926) 

84)0 Holywood Squares (68574) 94K> 
Sally Jessy Raphael (15181) 104)0 The 
Oprah Winfrey Show (17988) 114)0 
Guilty! (20452) 12-00 Jenny Jones 
(2602 S) 14)0 Mad about fou (31568) 
130 Jeopardy (33365) 24)0 Saly Jessy 
Raphael (95275) 34H) Jenny Jones 
(51297) 4.00 Gutty! (30704) 54N) Star 
Trek - Deep Space Nine (5075) 64)0 
Married with ChBdren (9907) 6^0 Dream 
Team (6487) 74)0 The Simpsons (6704) 
7.30 The Simpsons (3471) 84)0 Ameri- 
ca's Dixnbest Criminate (5452) 030 
Woridfe Vfokdest TV (7*87) 94K) Fronds 
( 36988 ) SfcOO E R (97617) 10^0 Vwcrt- 
ca's Ooset ©9487) 114K) Dream Team 
(3(433) tL30 Star Tfak- Deep Space 
Mne (87520) 12^0 The Comn^i 
P6 9®) 1^0-74)0 Long Play (785301^. 

SKY SPORTS 1 

645 Sky Sports Centre (3139510) 74M> 
Wbrid Wresting Federation Shot Gun 
(46636). 84)0 European Tow Goff 
(33452) 104)0 Racing News (43839) 

fOJW Rkwslde (»278) 124X) AerrtXcs - 
Oz Style (78549) 12^0 European Tour 
Goff £27433) 2-30 UnbeSevabie Sports 
(7538) 34)0 Pool (73487) 4-00 Wster- 
sports World (89094) 5JH> Wtorid 

Wrest^g Federation Supe^CW 

6-00 Sky Sports Centre (©07) 6-30 


.. Lee David Zlotoff helms 
The Spitfire. Grill (8.30pm 
SkyPrmnier). a superior weepie 
showing on satellite for the first 
time tonight Fresh out of jail, 
Percy (Alison Elliott) forms a 
bond with a moody restaurant 
owner (Ellen Burstyn. right). 
Without being a masterpiece, 
this film is a great and positive 
advertisement for the good old- 
fashioned virtues of solid writing 
and acting. 

James Hampton 


Footbal League Review (81839) 740 Fiit- 
bot Munda! (4471) 84)0 European Tour 
Goff (27712) 104)0 Sky Sports Centre 
(916177) 1045 foufo on Sky Sports 
(12952C) ttjOO Trans World Sport 
(67907) 124)0 Sports Centre (7825562) 
1245 fouta on Sky Sports (3 765921) 
14)0 FootiiaS League Review (37292) 
24K) Spanish FootbaH (33940) 44W 
What a Weekend (86056) 44)0 Sky 
Sports Centra ©1900717) 445 Closa. 

SKY SPORTS 2 

7-00 Aerobics - Oz Style (1343079) 7-30 
Sky Sports Centra (6841549) 7 j 45 Rac- 
ing News (3733655) 845 Unbefievahte 
Sports (6592181) 8-45 Sky Sports Cen- 
tra (9895617) S4M) Walerspcrts (7131617) 
104)0 Fmbd Mundiai (2420520) tOJ3Q 
Goff: LPGA Office Depot (4018433) 

12^0 World Pool League ©433807) 
t30 Firtbot Muncfial (3T12891) 24)0 V- 
Max (640S639) 24)0 Rfrigsicte (2199075) 
44M) Sports UnSmited (4175346) 54)0 
Footoal Review ^408926) 64)0 What a 
Decade (9454100) 6-30 Rugby CUb 
C5©4433) 7JOO Ice Hockey (M71704) 
104)0 Goff USA (B290988) 12^0 The 
■Rugby CU) (3423211) -L30 Tight Lines 
(400^69) 2-30 World Sport (2213124) 
343074) Intematlonal Cricket (2273563) 
SKY SPORTS 3 

124)0 World Wfostfog Federation Super- 
stare (87287*33) 100 Fish TV FcWng 
Texas (9007807 5) 130 Fe ll TV Ameri- 
cana Outdoors (87207287)24)0 FA Cup 
Classics P068S07) 3^0 Lrtidfievable 



Sports (87182655) 4-00 Premier Snooker 
League (57311988) 64K) Suvtval of the 
Fittest (87188839) 6J0 Inside the PGA 
Tour (87162891) 700 Tight Lines 
(92373346) 84)0 Spanish Footed 
(92386810) 104)0 Bobby Charttonh Foot- 
bal Scrapbook (68893384) 1130 Close 
EUROSPORT 

7.30 Alpine Skfing (79384) &30 Luge 
(65029) 94K) WintwX Games (66830) 
104)0 Biathlon (51346) 1100 Start Yrxr 
Engines (84810) 12-00 Trial (55556) 

14)0 Snowboarcfng (75926) 130 Tennis 
(38WMZ) 54M) WWer X Gamas (5471) 
BJOO Racing Lite (9952 0) TOO And 
They Waked Away (86966) 84K> Boxing 
(18094) 94)0 Footbal Review ffttSI) 
HOO Racing Line (52075) 124)0 Winter 
X Games (14056) 1240 Close 
UK GOLD 

TOO Crossroads (9956346) 730 Neigh- 
bours (4188433) 7JSS EastEnders 
(5208471) &30 The BH (3281384) BJOO 
The BU (8272636) 9 - 30 The House of 
Elott (7068033) -«130 Rhoda (8261520) 
HOO Dalas (4244723) H-55 Neigh- 
bours (78980346) 12.25 EastEnders 
(7857297) 14)0 Jidet Bravo (5062182) 
24K) Dates (5065758) 235 The BB 
(5404075) 3-25 The B3J (9897365) 3J5S 
EastEnders (8073926) -130 Rhoda 
(3784839) 54M) All Creatures Great and 
Smaf (4813520) 64)0 Dynasty (5967538) 
74)0 2point4 CWdren (3325100) 740 
Datfs Army (75497*2) 8-20 The Detec- 


SATELUTE TV RADIO/17 


Independent Pursuits 


to explore foe mystery befwd one of 
the largsst volcanic eruptions in the 
history erf mankhd. 

8- 30 The Week in Westminster. 

Mary Ann Sieghart of The Times' 
takes a took behfod the scenes at 
We stm in ste r: 

94)0 NEWS; Testbeds. Vanessa 
CoSngridge explores the technolo- 
gies that shape our Ives. 

9- 30 Mehryn Bragg - In Our Tine. 
Melvyn Bragg and guest c&scuss 
ideas and events which have influ- 
enced our time 

104)0 NEWS; The Wbrid Tonight 
With Robri Lustig. 

10- 45 Bex* at Bedtime: the Sound 
of Trumpets. By John Mortimer. Win 
Terry Flitton become Labour MP for 
Hartscombe and Worsfield South? 
Wi his affair with Agnes SimocK be 
exposed? Afl this and much more is 
revealed in this pemJtimate episode 
Read by Rk Mayal 

HOO NEWS; The way ft Is 
1L30 A Good Read (R) 

124)0 News. 

12430 Late Book: LemonaS Tala 
12-43 Shipping Forecast 
LOO As World Service. 

&30 Wbrid News. 

5-35 Shipping Forecast 
5-40 Inshore Forecast 

5.45 Prayer for the Day. 

5-47 * 64)0 Farming Today. 

RADIO 4 LW 

(t98kHz) 

9.45 - 104)0 Daly Service 124)0 
- 124)4 News Heacfines; Shipping 
5-54 - 54*7 Shipping Forecast 
1130 - 124)0 Today in Parliament 


RADIO 5 UVE 

(693.909kHz MW) 

64)0 Breakfast 
94)0 Nicky Campbell 
124)0 The Midday News. 

LOO ftjscoe and Co. 

44)0 Drive 
74)0 News Extra. 

7-30 The Hardest Game Continuing 
the series in which former BBC bex- 
rig correspondent Harry Carpenter 
reflects on the sport from the T950s 
to the present day. 

84)0 Inside Edge. This week, Rob 
Bonnet reports from Lausanne in 
Switzerland, where the International 
Olympic Committee is hofcfing a spe- 
cial conference on drugs in sport 
94)0 Hoops. Rat Reddy M rounds 
up the latest news from the British 
basketball scene Football legend lan 
Wright adds his views on foe NBA. 
9-30 Sportshop. Trixie Raw&nson 
presents the sports consumer pro- 
gramme. inducing sporting nvesti- 
gattons and news of aS the latest 
sporting gadgets. 

10.00 Late fs&ght Lrve. With Nick 
Robinson, tnd 1030 Sport HOO 
News. TH5 Financial World Tonight 
14)0 Up AB Nflght 

5- 00 - 64)0 Mooting Reports. 
CLASSIC FM 

(KK10- 1019MHz FM ) 

64H> Nick Bailey. 84M) Henry KeDy. 
124)0 Requests. 24)0 Concerto 
34K) Jamie Crick. &30 Newsrtight 
74)0 Classics at Seven 9uOO Con- 
cert HOO Alan Mann 24)0 Con- 
certo. 34)0 - BJOO Mark Griffiths. 

VRGM RADIO 

(126, 1197-1260kHz MW 1058MHz FM ) ' 

6- 30 Chris Evans. 930 Mark For- 

rest 100 Nick AbboL 44)0 Harriet , 
Scott 7.30 Pete & Geoft 104)0 
James Merritt 14)0 Steve Power. ! 
4.30 - 6-30 Richard Allan ! 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 
(198kHz LW) 

100 World Today. 130 West way. 
145 Performance 24)0 World To- 
day. 2*30 Focus on Faith. 34K) The 
Wbrid Today. 3^0 Sports Roundup 
330 Business 3-45 Insight 44)0 - 
74)0 The Wbrid Today (400-700). 
TALK RADIO 

64)0 Big Boys Breakfast with David 
Banks & fvfck Ferrari. 94H) Scott 
Cftishoht 100 Anna Raeburn. 34)0 
Peter Deeley. 54)0 SportZona 74H> 
One to One 84K) James Whale 
124)0 - BJOO tan Coffins. 


fives (6034549). 100 Fawtty Towers 
(8713839). 9-40 Fawtty Towers (2919433). 
10J20 Ivanhoe (29918433). +L25 The Bil 
(7949549). TL55 Bffl (S61487V 12.25 
The Black Adder (©07921). 105 Spender 
000770 4). 24)0 Cofrfe Sandwich 
(©757211). 2^5 French and Saunders 
(36312T1)- 34)0-74)0 Shopping (682129^. 
UVMG 

6-00 Tiny and Crew (37063471). 6^0 
Johnson and Friends (83970712). 6-30 
Phlbert the Frog (t2©K»S). 6-40 Tny 
Tales (84408384). 6-45 Greedysaurus 
and the Gang P4407655). 640 Poka 
Dot Shorts (04488520). 74MS Practical 
Parenting (5147520)- 74)5 Professor Bub- 
ble (8788704). 730 Cailou (1136384). 

735 Bug Aten (7932617). 755 Practical 
Parenting (4478636). 84M) Barney and 
Ftiends (4488013L 855 Babaioos 
(©93433^.850 CaAou (8271548^855 
Try and Crew ©5376S). 850 Practical 
Parenting (7877094). 94)0 Can't Cook. 
Wont Cook (5215297). 950 The 
Roseanne Show - Kfighlghts (3562636). 
KMN) The Jeny Springer Shew 
(5828100) 1050 Maury Fovich (7482152). 
1140 BrooksSde (68505471) 1240 Ani- 
mal Rescue (22756723) 12-40 Rescue 
90 (96918162) 140 Special Babies 
(76291668) 140 Beyond BeSet Fact or 
Fiction (66619075) 240 LA Law 
(9714549) 340 Living Room (2890891) 
44)0 Mchael Cole (88S549) 450 
Rotonda (1983461) 550 ftesdy. Steady. I 
Cook (5402926) 645 The Jeiry Springer , 
Show (3149471) 705 Rescue 911 
(2643487) 755 Artimal Rescue <2803©2) I 
840 Mbury Povteh (4052075) 94)0 
F3nru Frequent Flyer (©96) (1257907) 
1100 Sex ZDne (7D0988) 124)0 dose 


94M> National Velvet (644) (BG0956B7) 
1130 Hearts of the West (©75) ©8892^. 
130 The Last Rlti (©71) (2094679) 
34554)0 Once a Thief (S65) (42037940) 
PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 
700 Ctuefess (6346) 750 Grace inter 
Frt (2013) 84M) Elen (50941 850 News- 
ratio (7029) 94» Cytaffl (76520) 950 
Vc Reeves' Big Nglrt Out (14839) IOlOO 
Frasier (60520) 1050 Cheers (86568) 
HOO Seinfeld (88365) 1150 The Larry 
Sanders Show (30365) 12jOO Late Mght 
with David Letterman (83747) too Tbxi 
130 The Critic (67360) 2-00 Dr 
Katz (60018) 250 Tbs and Fibs (72853) 
34)0 Mghtstand (40©5) 350 Abbott S 
CosfeBo (83105) 44K) Cfosa 


regional television Variations 


BBC1 N R ELAND 

A* BSC1 London except: 6.30 

NewsSre 630 (907) 124)5 Hearts and 
Mnds (S2S9M71 1255 Film: Ambush 
in WbcO (345300) 240 JotoS BBC News 
24 (13342263) 

BBC1 SCOTLAND 
A* BBCi London except: 4250 
Doraman Q6O0S742) 12-45 DochaWh 
MOf (Oatey Doke) (26571839) BJOO 
(655) 650 RepOTfing Scotland 
\ J?) 1105 Words with Wark (180091) 
BBCI WALES 

As BBCi London except: 650 

Vv ates Today {9071 950 Stent WKness 
(«384) 1100 Damon Rochefort Tonight 
£56fl) tiso Question Tone (912297) 
1255 Moor Bowls (3041679) 120 
Film: Ambush bi Waco (517740) 255 
Jems BBC News 24 (72493766) 

ANGLIA 

Ab Carlton except: 12.20 AngBa 
New end Waatter 18767907) 1.00 
Shorfiand Street (9148010) 155 Home 
2 nd Away (25055617) 200 The Jerry 
Sprinfler Show (5030Z78). 350 Angfe 
News and Weather ©301623]. 6.00 An- 

Aba kln*ue / • mm il. 


BOX Office V3i3fzry 
^^Cybemet (1675360) 350 

She Wrote (3316834) 440 Potty about 

Pets (397843B9) 455 CO 8Cft 
(27544786) 54)0 Nlghtacreen (72731) 

except: 1250 Cernral 
News and Vfoather (8TB7B07) IQO 

(773^50 News 

icorwega). 540 Swrtland Street 
(9478907) GOO Home and Away 
(444162) 6J2S Central 
B (432181) 6-55 UfoSne (592508) 
1050 Central News and Wither 
2Sfri33) 1240 PubBc Moral s 

SSHSwBr 


HTV News and Wfealher (596433) 1240 
VVe Can Work It Out (8243476) 12-40 
The Jerry Springer Show (3051056). 

■U 2 S Tin the Park (8681582)255 Box 
Office America (1313327). 250 Cyber- 
net (1875360) 350 Murder, She Wrote 
(3376834) 430 Potty about Pets 
(39734389) 455 Coa ch (275 44786) 
54)0 JTV Mghtacreen (72731) 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except: 125 HTV 
West Weather (790988) 650 The West 
Tonight and Weather (425) 750 Ws Can 
work It Out (87) 12.10 Tales from the 
Dark side (8343476). 

MERIDIAN 

As Carlton except: 1050 This 
Morning (11719346) 1245 Marxian 
News and Weather (7388075) 100 
Shortland Street (9148810) 135 Home 
and Away (25056617) 24H) The Jerry 
Springer Stow (5030Z78) 3-20 Meridi- 


an News and Weather 
Home and Away (9478 
Crimestoppere (10663f 


301623)540 
17)557 
64)0 Merkfian 


Tonight (723) 650 Getaways (4 25) 
1050 Meridan News and whether 
(596433) 1240 Jenny (6243476) 12-40 
The Jerry Springer Show (3051056) 
155 T in the Park (8881582). 255 Box 


Office America (1313327) 250 Cyber- 
net (©75360) 350 Murder, She Wrote 
(3316834) 440 Potty about Pels 
(39784389)455 Coach (27544786). 

5.00 Freescrean (72731) 

WESTCOUNTRY 
As Carlton except: 1050 This 
Morning (T1719346) 1245 Westcoumry 
News (7388075) 12.27 Srtninations 
(8795926) 1.00 Emmerdale (77346) 
3.20 Westcountry News (53CD623) 

6.00 Westcountry Live (95181) 1050 
Westcountry News (596433) 1240 
Short Story Cinema (63434m 12.40 
The Jerry Springer Show (3051056) 

125 Til the Park (8681562) 255 Bax 
Office America 0313327) 250 Cyber- 
net 0675360) 350 Murder. She Wrote 
(3316834) 4.10 Potty about Pets 
(39704389) 455 Coach (27544786) 
500 ITV Mghtscreen (72731) 
YORKSHIRE 

As Carlton exce pt; 12 50 Calendar 
News and Weather (8787907) 100 
Home and Away (13035159) 125 The 
Jerry Springer Show (4235162) 2J0 
Emmerdale (7844452) 350 Calendar 
News and Weather (5301623) 5-40 


Nows: Weather (496384) 555 Calendar 
(947687) 650 Tonight (425) 1050 Cal- 


endar News and weather (596433). 

450 Jobftnder (2051227) 

TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except; 125 0 North 
East News and weather (8767907) 350 
North East News Headlines (5301623) 
5-55 North East Weather (©9100) 650 
North East Tonight (9513ft 1050 North 
East News and Weather (596433) 

S4C 

As Chaims! 4 except; 9.00 Ysgo- 
Bon/Schoob (20061520) 12.00 Be- 
witched (29773094) 1250 Sesame 
Street (38316181) 100 Planed Plant 
(34452457) 130 Film: Good Matting. 
Mss Dove (83095452) 450 Ricki Lake 

S 5.00 Planed Plant: Ikied 5 
550 Countdown 01210636) 
rftfion (54695758) S40 Heno 
(16498365) 750 Pobol y Cwm 
(64720839) 750 NgwydcSon (81220013) 
850 SJaymaker (64SQ2487) 850 Pam 
Fi Duw? (64718094) 0.00 i <fot 
(38915097) 1050 Father Ted 
(60410704) 1055 Friends ©6827742). 
1155 King of the HID (67666926) H35 
Faking It (B7H3100) 1250 Whose Lme 
is It Anyway? (©892717) 1250 Rising 
□amp (26515230) 120 Dispatches 
(20435056) 150 Ctose. 


C HESS 

JON SPEKLMAN 


THE JL1TCH between Michael 
Adams and Yasser Seirawan in 
Bermuda ended on Monday in a 
five-all draw after a gritty contest. 
1 had imagined - and I think it was 
generally believed - that Adams, 
outgrading his opponent by nearly 
75 points, and far from inexper- 
ienced in match play, would ran out 
the easy winner. This view was 
reinforced when in the first game 
Seirawan. as White, blundered in a 
winning position and lost. 

Hie American fought back, how- 
ever, with wins as Black in games 
4 and 6. the former after a fairly bad 
blunder by Adams and the latter 
after a howler in time trouble, the 
like of which I’ve seldom if ever 
seen Michael commit before. 

After today's splendid draw in 
game 7, Adams equalised in a sai- 
isfyingly bloody struggle and, when 
Seirawan foiled to gain advantage 
in his final White. Adams hud a 
chance to pip him in his last White. 
As in all his other Blacks, Seir- 
awan in game 10 stuck to his guns 
in the Caro Kann () e4 cG> but 
Adams got some pressure in which 
resolved itself into an endgame 
where he had the advantage of the 
two bishops and ultimately two 
lone bishops against knight and 
two connected pawns. Though 
proven by a database to be winning, 
this is tough enough without the 
pawns, and Seirawan held on. 

In this wonderfully messy strug- 
gle of game 7. analysed by Yasser 
in his inside Chess Online ihttp: 7 
wwwinsi dechess, com), he mis- 
takenly allowed a tactical storm 
with 9 Nc3?. 9 Be3 was much safer. 
He'd missed 11 ...Bd7!. rather than 
U ...a6 12 Ba4 b5 13 Bb3 Bc5 14 
Nxc6 "when 1 thought Td advant- 
ageously recapture the d5-pawn." 


14 ...NB+ was a tempting alter- 
native. probably also leading to 
perpetual. With 15 Kfl Seirawan 
cleverly offered a draw: when 
Adams refused iL it had the effect 
of causing Michael to reject the best 
line two moves later: 16 ...Rxd5 17 
Qxd5 Rd8 18 Qb3 Rdl+ 19 Qxdl 
Bxdl 20fxe5 Qb4 21 B%c6 Qc4+ 22 

KC Qe2+ 2.1 Kg3 Qg4+ etc. 

The endgame after 17 NxeO was 
better for White and the advan- 
tage then osdilated between small 
and highly significant - for instance 
White shouldn't have allowed 34 
...Nvb2 and 38 ...ha? invited the 
VMiite king to walk to g5 immedi- 
ately - before Soirawn, still better 
but tired out by the heavy struggle, 
repeated moves at the end. 

While: Yasser Seirawan 
Black: Michael Adams 
Pirc Defence 


1 d4 cl6 

2 e4 Nfti 

3 13 da 

4 t'5 Nfd7 

5 f4 eo 

6 Nft Ndi 

7 c4 eC 

S cxd5 exda 
9 Ne3? cxd4 

10 Nxd4 Ndxe5! 

11 Bb5 Bd7! 

12 N.xdTi Boa 

13 Nb3 Bg4 

14 Qd2 Qh4+- 

15 Kfl 0-0-0 

16 N.\c5 Be6? 

17 NxeC bceC 

18 g3 Qh3 + 
19Qg2Qxg?+ 
20Kxg2Rxd5 

21 Ba4?! Nd3 

22 Bb3 Rd6 

23 Be3b6 

24 Rhfl? g6 


25 Rabl Kb7V 

26 Bdt: Rc8 

27 BO KbS 
2S Rfdt Rcda 

29 Excri? RstD 

30 Kd2 Rdj 

31 Rbdl RcdC 

32 bo Nb4 

33 Rxda NxdJ 

34 KC Rcti 

35 Rd2 Kc7 
36BU4 Ret 

37 Bb2 Uhl 

38 K£J h5? 

39 Be5 + ? Kd7 

40 Rc2? a5. r 

41 Rd2 Ret 

42 KC! Ke8 

43 Kh3 KfT 

44 Kh4b5 

45 Bb2?Rca 

46 Bd4 Rcl 

47 Bb2 1 ,-i - 


POKER 

David Spanier 


JACK THE PUMP was one of those 
characters who enliven the game, 
who become Qne*of the fixtures of 
the room. His nickname came from 
his dodgy lungs, which caused him 
to cany an oxygen inhaler when- 
ever he played. He was paper-thin, 
pink-faced, bright-eyed, always 
smartly dressed, never short of a 
quip at his favourite game, which 
was low-stakes seven-card stud, 
50p ante and £1 to open. 

For 25 years .he played every 
afternoon and evening at the 
Grosvenor Victoria, as willing to call 
.a man down on a single pair as he 
was to pump the betting up if he 
bad a drawing hand. Jack liked to 
claim he could not read or write, 
but he certainly understood the 
language of cards. 

A friend who knew him well says 
he never faffed to make between 
£17,000-£25,0(K) a year at seven- 
card stud - which takes some 
doing at low stakes. He was out of 
his depth at the bigger games, 
though he occasionally tried them. 
“All tilings being equal Jack 
would begin one of his little cracks 
between deals, “which of course 
they are not -T Or. “Wine, women 
and song - actually. I’ll drop the 
song and take aces wired." He had 
an endless fund of silly jokes, which 
did not distract him from playing a 
good game. 


Jack (real name John Barnes) 
started in the snooker halls, made 
some money and got into car-deal- 
ing. He acquired motor show- 
rooms in south London, which he 
evidently managed successfully. 
He needed to because, to hear him 
tell it, he had shelled out a lot of 
money on his wives and women 
friends. At one stage he had a place 
in Las \fegas, where he went for the 
dry climate rather than the gam- 
bling, though he probably enjoyed 
plenty of that, too. 

Jack had that inestimable qual- 
ity, which only a few poker players 
have, of not complaining about his 
losses, though he might become a 
bit pinker in the face, or exulting 
over his winnings. I had many a 
good-natured joust with Jade, and 
used to pretend I couldn't sleep at 
night after he beat me out of a pot 
“Here you are: would you like it 
back now?" he would ask, “Or will 
you take a cheque?" 

He used to talk about coming 
over to Paris to play poker there. 
The thought of the lights, the 
gaiety, above all the good games, 
lidded his fancy. But we both knew 
he would never make that trip. 
Jack the Pump's lungs finally gave 
out but he leaves a happier 
memory among his fellow players 
than more many famous players 
ever could. 


Concise crossword 


No.3837 Thursday 4 February 

itt in -nr 



ACROSS 

I Motors (7) 

5 Greek poel (5) 

8 End wall of house (5) 

9 Government ministers {?! 

10 Ease (7) 

II Larceny (5) 

12 Plunder (6J 

14 Narrow stretch of water (h) 
17 Attain (5 1 
19 Bandit (71 

22 Coal tar distillate (7) 

23 fcrspiraiion (5) 

24 Cattle farm (51 

25 Stage sci (7) 


DOWN 

1 Swiss mountain [5) 

2 Turkey (7) 

3 Relative (5) 

4 Gullible person (nj 

5 Natural home (7) 

6 Chop finch* (5) 

7 Sound of knocking (3-1-3) 

12 Seafarer (7) 

13 Unharness (7) 

15 World of scholars (7) 

16 German submarines (1-5) 
IS Tvpe of poplar (5) 

20 Question (5) 

21 Song (5) 


Sofatian to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 


» * -vftv. - okuyi * vvrpiM, n iiuvil » UW 

]S Rcquiri:. 17 Ascent. 18 Tjble. IS Beacon. 22 Henna. 23 Iced. 
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